CINDERS

PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER
NATIIOI\iAL’ RAILWAY HISTCRICAL SOCIETY

FEBRUARY 1955

MEETING NETS

The January meeting festured novieg
by Walt Zaclon, starring railroads the
Scuthern Avralachiong.

In 1898, the first main-1i
trification in the country wng in
on the BEO in Boltimore. Accordingly,
the theme of the February 17 meeting
will be "Sixty Years of Railroad Elec-
trification fmerica'. The speaker
will be Mr. D. R, lfcleod, of the
Genernl Flectrie Covponyts Locomotive and
Car Division, of Erie, Po. lHr. JocLeod
has worked for many years in the railrond
electrification field, and his remnris
will, we are sure, be of greot interes
to nll,

& series of divergified programs of
interest to 21l railfans is plamned for
later in the veor. licre announcenents
later,

in

Eoth the chapter's January trips
vere highly successful, and were
regoraed by all ag among the best we have
ever operated. Ve understand the
Reading Cowpany was highly plensed ot the
succesaful dining car operntion, and thig
nxy be a feature of future trips on the
line.

Hore trips,
mal, are planned
summer .,

both formal and infor—
for the spring and

EHD OF

The Reading hos asked tha Public
Utilities Cormis : issicn to
drop passonger service on the Perkiomen
Branch, between Allentown and Perlicmon
Junctien., This is the last o train,
§O rar as we kuow, in Pemnsylvanie,
undoubtedly the only one anyvhere that
carries regular commiters, since it
provides a convenient comaection inte the
«city in the morning, and back in the
afterncor. gheuld the Commission aporove
:the request, we'll be sorry to see it £o,
especially in the view of past courtesies
extended to railfans by Conductor Hurxy
Johnson and his crew.

PASSENGER, SFRVICE RESTORED

The

Fort Dodge, Des Hoince &
omm Iowz intérurban,
current, Offics

wall-

PACR NS

Tollowia
rousd-triv
on vhe lina,

TWO STRIKES AVOILDED

Both Philadelphia Transportation
Compony ond Red Arrow Lines missed going
on strilke at the last minute, PrC came
firg The contract expired December 15
and both sides agreed to a 50-day "cool~
ing-of{" period extending to Jonuary 15,
Lgrecment & reached ot the last minute,
One of the wmajor igsues vas further
conversion of tuo-mo® to one-man opera-
tion, and future conversions of this
type are provided for in the contract,
The company announced that in June Route
23 would be changed over to one-man
operation, and Route 52, one of the
lines echeduled for bug conversgion,
would be made tvo-man. This gave rise
to speculation that Route 52 viould
remain rail for a considersble time
longer, .

Red Arrow involved o threstened
strike by maintenance vorkers, but thig
aliso was settled,

ELECTRIC NEIS

Ve have fawe pieces of bad news
frem out of tovm:
1. Scranton
quit rail

[>]
s

Transit Company has
operaticons, and is now all-bug,
In Baltimore, the lMaryland PSC
approved conversion to bus of Baltimore
Transit's scenic Route 26 (Sparrows
Point).

5. In Chicage, permission uvas
gronted to abandon CNS&'s Bhowe Line,

4. Sond Sorings Railwny, last
interurban in the Southwest, has quit
pasgenger service,

5. Atlantic City Transportation Co,
has "bemporsrily" ended rnil service
belowr Douglas Averue, and observers doubt
whether it will come bauclk,

PTC has put PCC cars on Route 41
(63rd Street),

FROI HERE AND THERE

On January 23, the reservation board
at 30th Street Station went into scrvice,
(The Pennsy, by the vny, would like
everyone 4o call the place "Pennsylvania
Station-Z0th Street’ but we doubt if
people will,)

PER has tcoken up ons track on the
Delmarva Division soubh of New Caostle,
and also on nmost of the Northern Certral
and Cuuberland Valley lin

1 has sbandonod passengar
o Doaroke, Va, and the




