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s CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS R

Our annual banquet, combined with our regular January meeting, was a mnost enjoyable
affaire. Dispite icy roads and bitter cold it was well attended and a vote of thanks
is in order for those who worked so hard to make it the success that it wase..Our
December meeting featured the very fine Kodachrome slides of C. Auston Miles, the
chapter director of the West Jersey Chapter. Among the many interesting views were
those showing the replacement of the PRR's Delair Bridge.e.eDispite snow and sleet
many of our members have been able to get about quite a bit this winter-witness the
turnout os our members at eVErYTIRGWIELY®TE €9th St. Terminal to watch the famous *
"center-door jobs" doing yoeman duty with Red Arrow schedules or braving the icy '
blasts at the North Philly platforms to watch the many passenger extra's on the moves
For longer trips afield it was Roger Fredrick who topped the list. He left (in e
snowstorm) Friday Jane 27th via the Coast Line's Florida Special for Miami where he
booked passage aboard the S.S. Yarmouth for the joys of the Jam..a Railway Corp. He
reports, in an exclusive interview with GINDERS reportors, that their Port Antonio
Branch is equal to thc West Jefferson branch of the N & WL Lots of stecam on the
system but diesels are there and more cominge He was not too impressed with the lone
train he saw in Haitle Another port of call was Nassau-then home on The Everglades,
arriving in another snowstorm! The engine he saw in Haiti, by the way, was a 1903
Baldwin 4=6-0 woodburnereseWe note that former chapter member Ken Roloson is now in
Lima, Ohios. Ken was with us for many years while the B&0 Frt.Depte here in Philae.
prior to being transferred to Cumberland.ssWill look for you at our Feb. meeting-it
is hoped that we will have Mre. Thomas F. Schaeckel, Manager of Car Service Records of
PRR who will describe this feature in full.

"l have heard that the famous old Crusader is duec to come off with the change
of tine in Apfil. The run will be operated with conventional equiprient. The Reading
nmay also be in thc mzrket for RDC equipment for future usc.

***¥TROLLZY WIRE AND THIRD RAIL ITEMS*** '

We wonder just when those "drip cans" at the 15th Ste Subway—-Surface Station get
emptied! On frequent visits to that station to note progress to the excellent new
alterations taking shape there that the now famous cans are always filled to the brime
With no fanfare other than a notice in the papers the last of the old El cars made
their final run Friday Jan. 20the...It's good to hear that Washington DC is making
plans for a study of a proposed rapid transit rail system, however, we regrot that )
some of their lincs have alr3ddy gohe bud~a bit tco soon we thinkeseOver in New York ¥
the first of the BMT's order of 550 new cars went into service on the Brighton Beach
Line Novelhth with the cracking of a champagne bottle at Prospect Park Station and
a roll sign reading "QT Route." The press remaked that the new cars "have more poles
to cling tol" Word from the Baltimore boys tells us that there is a plan therc for
a rapid trensit network using the B&0 Howard Ste Tunnecl with Camden and Mt Royal
Stations as a rail hube Froight trains would use a proposed harbour tumnel that
would connect present B&O tracks at Locust Point on one side and Canton on the othcr,
in this manner through freight operations Baltimore to Philae would not be interferred
withe Extensions of the rapid transit would then be extended to Ruxton and Pikesvillee

One of the rost beautiful sishts during the recent snowfall was center-door typo
car of the PST No. 66 passing its sister, No. 75 at the crossovers just outside 69th
St. TerninaleeseeDuring the height of the rccent snows that rlagued rhiladelphia and
vacinity the Reading Terminal hendled crowds that backed throughout the station and
waiting room and down the stairs into Market Strect! Doth the Reading and Iennsy
prlus PTC and PST arc to be congratulated on the handling of thesc large €rowdsescess
Yle wonder how many other cities can boast a tmue "one-way" station such as we have
on the Reading at Crescentville?

In New York(Queens) City, just across the East River from 42nd Street one can still
sec a rail yard still worked 100% by steem. It is the yards of the Brooklyn Eastern
District Terminal Re Re which has six oil burning stean locomotives No's 11 through
16+ An enginc also works the Brooklyn Navy Yard and this engine is floated down the
river on a car float.
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OUT ON THE MAIN LINE

Somc of our members who arc real "eagle eyes" where timccards are concerncd nave
noticed in the locol PRR Phila.-Washington Form #15 something -that might well be
tcrmed "bucking the trend.” All southward trains are odd numbered except #548 The
General=-Southern Expross while all northward trains are even numberod cxcopt #81
The Northern Bxpross-Penn Texas-both being over the Washington-Baltimore portions
Secn those now E-44's going through Overbrook recently-really look goodeseNew PRR
cabooses have a fashing red transcistorized light for a marker nows..Lohigh Valley
directors have approved a stock offer that would put the LV fully in the Pa. orbit.
In Pittsburgh it has been proposed to cut fares 25 %, increasc the number of trains
(suburban) and place into operation a subsidized plan of the Allegheny County Port
Authority using 39 sclf propelled rail carse These would no doubt be RDC and we
wonder where they would be secured as we understood Budd no longer builds either the
RDC or the SlumbercoachessOn Dece 17th PRR put the Silver Star on a seperate tine
(formerly combined with the Executive and the Mid-Day CongressionaleeSame date the
Fla. Special was added to the board and on Jane 13th the Mianmian urnning Sunday and
Friday onlys...Those new scat covers on the 1600 and 1700 cars look very niccsesNo
more diners or coffec-shop cars on the "Clockers' except the heavy & a/m..It looks
1iko Pa. trains will sharc space -with trucks on the Rockville bridge if plans to
remove a track for highway use goes through. Dec. 12th saw the loss of one Pemberton
Bre train androne Camden-Trenton runes.Permission is now being sought to ond the
last Cumberland Valley trains which, if graonted, would end the Roanoke sleeper via
Hagerstown and N&WessWe have noted that the Southerner now carrics a sleeper through
to Noew Orleanse.NOW IT CAN BE TOLD DEPTL Pennsy goos"dll out” for hungry patronsi
It appears that No.571 The Buffalo Day Express-Dusqucsne corbined was growling its
way( remember when we could say "steaming?) up the Northern Central Dece.22nd.Patrons
were trooping back to the parlor buffet coach( linited food scrvice) when it was
found that someone forgot to put the esgs aboard!l Breakfast aboard a train diner
minus han and ergs would be unthinkable. The chef talked to the stoward, the steward
talked to the waitcr(prohably all the sarc man) who, in turn, consulted the conduct-
ore He inforned the éngineer who stopped the train in front of the Harrington and
Riderwood Store, Ruxton,Md. and the conductor got off and purchased the eggsi

Stockholders of both B&O and C&0 have agreed on unification and one of the points
propossd is that if a merger gocs through the name of Baltimorc will be kept in the
new name plus the keeping of a major office in Baltirorc. While NYC was left out
there is a strong feeling that it nay be included in a future ricrgere The Philae
line OTC was conpleted fron Darby Pa. to Rossvile, Md. conpleto with five 2 Mile
ronote controlled sidingse Cinders will provide a list of thesc sidings as soon as
found nut. On the Old Main Line rerwote controlled sidings were installed at Avalon,
Davis, Hood, Plaone and Recl and remote interlockings installed at Point of Rocks and
Wevertone B&O dropped its Louisville passenier sertice~1&N connections now showne
Gondoles with alurinum bodicse.e.Sights seen during the big snow of Feb 2rd and 4th
8ix cars, with around 700 patrons aboard, wcre corrmon on the Fox Chase trains of the
Reading, Operation Northeast. A diescl powered train also appearcd on the Reading
Chesnut Hill branche Extra trains were run to Glenside plus one to Neshaniny Falls.
«..During the Jan. tugboat and ferry strike in NY Reading passcngers changed to the
TPRR at Elizabethe OCertain ONJ trains coming off the NY&LB fron Bay Head Jct were
rerouted over PRR trackage through Newark and down to Exchange Placc, Jerscy City
comnscting with the H&M tubes at that pointesee

Lehigh Valley discontinued all passcnger service on Feb. 4th with the arrival
of The Maple Leaf from Suspecnsion Bridgee 4lso dropped was The John Wilkes and the
FPUC gave pernissien to drop the Hazloton Branch RDC...s0 cnds the last znd lone
sleoping car run from Reading TerninaleesYour editor recalls that it was over the
farous Lehigh Valley that he had his first long distance rail ride-one of thosc once
fanous Niagara excursions-back in 1926. Sixtcen cars double headed from Bethlehern
to Niagar Falls. A diner was attached at SayreesesIt would appear that the PRSL hopes
40 join the "valley."

It is intercstinz to note that the Erie-lackawanna has ordercd a fleect of flat
care specially built to carry nilk truck trailerse Porhaps we shall witness the
return of the farous old ™ilk run" of yesteryear only ih a different. In this
comnection we have been informed that Thrall is building some 85 foot gondolas with
alumimun bodies-quite a new departurc to use this type of nmatorial and we understand
mere to B built to hhndle autormobiles. Speaking of cars with alyminum bodics the
Southern is having 750 large hoppers built at Besscnoer, Ala. by Pullman-Standards
.seHere is a switch, Roger Fredrick informs us that the railway in Jamaica was once
governrent, owned but, for the last nine rionths, has becn operated by private ownerse
Roger brought us a copy of their small but very nice enployees nagazinee

In rmlling over a recent issue of the official guide we find that &1 passenger
service of the NYS&W, three trains, ends at Susquehanna Transfer-for a while they
were the only trains left to and from the former Erie terninal in Jersey Citye



