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CINDERS GOES TO EUROPE

Ed, Note: Several Chapter members were
fortunate in visiting Furope this summer.
Below is Part I of Dave Engman's report on
his travels:

My trip started out of New York on the
Queen Elizabeth. After a very smooth crossing,
we arrived in Cherbourg, France where passen-
gers for the continent went ashore. Here I
managed to inspect one of the SNCF's new 67
class diesels on the boat train to Paris, I
left there later that night, still on the QF
for Southampton where I arrived the next morn-
ing. Here I was greeted by real live steam
engines, including one of the ex U.S. Army
0-6-C tankers. We were pulled to London by a
BR standard class 5 4-6-0, the first class
passengers having left edrlier drawn by a
West Country Class 4-6-2.

I spent about a week in and about London,
doing a lot of sightseeing and friemd-visiting.
I managed to spend a day out on the Southern
region main line between Southampton and
Bournemecuth where I shot up a steady parade of
steam drawn passenger trains, I alsc managed
to hit the shed at Bournemouth. I also rode
one of the last steam powered trains on the
old IM&S region out of Marylebone station to
Aylesbury. Here I had a IMS standard Class 5
on the head end and rode a diesel motor train
back. Waterloo is the only station in lLondon
with any amount of steam working and that won't
last more than a couple years as they are elec~
trifying the line to Bouremmouth (3rd rail 600
VDC). IMS electrification out of Euston sta-
tion is progressing and should be in full
service before too many more months are out,

I left London on a diesel pulled standard
consist train bound for Harwich where I caught
the night boat to Hook of Helland. From Hook
it was a short MU ride to Rotterdam where the
local trams were shot up., Then another MU trip
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SHORT LINE NEWS

The area's newest railrcad and the state's
first common carrier since the formation of
the Everett, the New Hope and Ivyland, has
received an ICC extension to complete its pur-
chase of the RDG's New Hope branch. The new
deadline is April 1st. NH&I's 2-8-0, ex-
Cliffside #40, is to be moved to the Strasburg
for completion of its overhaul., Also destined
to Bucks County are three Virginia Blue Ridge
0-6-0's,

Reader Railroad's #1702, which was recently
purchased from the Warren & Saline River, is
currently starring in the movie This Property
is Condemned. The ex-army 2-8-0 has been
modified to look less military by relocating
the headlight and by using number boards amd
marker lights. The Possum Trot Lines' third
steamer received a complete class III overhaul
prior to the 426 mile trip to location and per-
formed beautifully despite a collision with a
gasoline truck. Natalie Wood also appears in
the film,

From the West has come news that the peter-
ing out of the Blanco Basin Oil field and the
continuing cobsclescence of the Alamosa refinery
has permitted the D&RGW to scrape the balance
of a one-time fleet of 56 "Gramps Line" tank
cars. Lack of oil traffic also enabled the
line to shut down for much of the winter.

The Black River and Western is planning
three steam powered trips over the CNJ, The
first on April 17 will run to Jim Thorpe, Pa.
behind ex Great Western 2-8-0 #60. Trips
will also go to Green Pond Junction and to
Lakehurst.

Ohio's busy five diesel 20 mile Fairport,
Painesville and Eastern may soon be part of
the expanding Norfolk and Western. Roanoke
has agreed to pay 33 million dollars for the
short line which will probably continue as a _
separate operation like the Chesapeake Western.

to The Hague (Operator of Furopean version PCC's) Only two independent carriers will be left.

for some more tram action, stopping at Delft
for still more of the same,



MAIN LINE NEWS

The PRR's Panhandle Tunnel, located just
south of the road's Pittsburgh Station, will
be closed for a year and a half to permit
construction of a new U.S. Steel Office build-
ing on Grant St. between 6th and 7th Ave. All
Panhandle trains will use the Chicago platforms
and will use the Chio Connecting Bridge into
Corliss, If the change should become permanent,
conjecture has it that the PAT Seuth Hill Car
Lines could use the tunnel for downtown deliv-
emr.

Both of Boston's stations changed hands
recently. North Station and its attached hotel
and the Boston Garden were sold by the B&M to
an industrial real estate firm. South Station
was sold to the Boston Redevelopment Authority
who will bulld a New York style station~sports
arena. :

Alcoa and the S5t. Louis-Southwestern, have
apparently reached agreement which may see the
aluminum company's St. Louis subsidiary, the
Alton and Southern, sold to the Cotton Belt.
The change in ownership may lead to merger
between the A&S and the TRRA.

The Florida Fast Coast, despite resumption
of commission ordered passenger service, has
sold 36 light-weight stainless steel passenger
cars to the Seaboard Air Line. The cars,
coaches, diners and tavern lounge, are being
rebuilt in the SAL's Portsmouth Shops. The
cars were required to meet the 1} percent in-
crease in the Seaboard passenger revenues.

Passenger business may be up on the SAL but
it continued to decline on the Erie-Lackawanna.
The E~L dropped three trains between Hoboken,
N.J. and Scranton, Pa. In the "black" for the
Tirst time in several years, the E-L has peti-
tioned the N,J. PUC to discontinue all intra-
state passenger service, Seeking to end an
annual loss of more than $9 million, the E-L
will also seek ICC permission to end its ferry
service. The road has refused a $2,2 million
state subsidy.

The weakened financial condition was one of
the main reasons the ICC permitted the discon-
tinuance of the KATY'S last passenger trains.
The Commission investigation was started after
the road had removed the service.

Both the (&0 and the Monon have lost major
mail contracts. The loss may mean the end to
the last of the Hoosier Iine's passenger ser-
vice. !

The PRR has received permission to abandon
the Schuylkill Secondary north of Pottsville.
Nine miles will be sold to the Lehigh Valley.

CINDERS GOES TC EUROCPE (Cont'd.)

After lunch in the station restaurant, I
took a joint NS and SNCB MU train to Brussels,
In about a half hour I caught about ten differe
ent types of trams and without leaving the
vicinity of the station. I left Brussels on
the afternoon TEE train to Paris, The Brabant,
This train has the latest SNCF stock and is
Just the most appealing equipment I've ever
been on. Due to some slow orders for m-w work
we passed Tergnier, some 83 miles from Paris
exactly one hour before we were due in "The
City of light". The driver really poured on
the kilowatts because we arrived at Gare du
Nord aboubt 45 seconds late! While I was in
Paris I spent a day visiting several of the
passenger terminals and the Batignolles engine.
shed. Here they maintain and service the steam
power for St. Lazare station., Another day I
went down to Vichy, pulled most of the way by
U.S. and Canadian built 2-8-2's, I left Paris
on the Mistral for Lyons. This was also a
fantastically fine ride. I timed the train
between a couple stations at better than 100
mph, All this and an ambrosial meal in the
Wagon ILits diner made it one of the high points
of the trip. From Lyons, I took a local to
Geneva, Switzerland.

Part II of Dave's report will appear in a
forthcoming issue,

A NEW YEAR'S SPECIAL

The Pennsy is currently conducting a major
advertising campaign to boost its ridership on
the Broadway Limited,

The enclosed brochure, compliments of the
PRR Public Relations Department, shows the
imagination used by the road.

CINDERS does not think this advertising dull,
do you?
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TRACTION TERMINAL

Pittsburgh's Route 6/13 (Brighton Road-Ems—
worth) has been cut back to Avalon. The new
"temporary® route is 6/14 (Brighton Road-Avalon).
According to PAT, wooden decking on two trestles
is unsafe for rubber tired vehicles, repaving of
which has been delayed by a hassel between the
City and PAT. In the meantime shuttle bus 17B
operates from Avalon via a round-about up and
down route.

The Monon suddenly withdrew its objections to
C&0 control of the South Shore, The C&0 agreed
to give the Monon trackage rights into the multi-
million dollar Burns Waterway harbor planned by
the Indiana Port Commission. The Monon will also
be able to move traffic over the juice line's
Chicago-Michigan City main line. All agreements
are subject to ICC approval.

The January issue of Traction and Models
carries a photo story of the annual Open House
at the Seashore Trolley Museum. The article
was authored by Chapter Member Lewis Hoy. Some
26,000 persons visited the trolley haven this
year.

Hearings on Red Arrow's proposal to bus its
Ardmore rall line have been indefinitely post-
poned by the PUC, PSTCO originally sought per-
mission for the change in time for the June 1964
schedules but strong opposition by riders and
public officials have forced a ruling by the
full Commission.,

Budd has been awarded the contract to build
four high speed test cars for the Northeastern
Corridor project, DBudd's bid was $200,000 less
than that of the St. Louis Car Co. Budd also
promised earlier delivery.

PATH will pay more than $72 million for the
former Hudson and Manhattan Railroad, as the
result of a recent court condemnation award.

The Court set a $55 million value on the rail
"Tubes" and $17 million on real estate holding
of the H&M,

$100 million in revenue bonds have been sold
by the California Toll Bridge Authority for the
construction of a four mile rapid-transit tunnel
under San Francisco Bay. The tube, to be used
by BARTD, will cost better than $133 million.
Fifty-seven pre-fabricated sections will be .
floated into place over a predredged trench and
then sunk to form the world's longest underwater
tube.

96 mile line.

SHORT LINE NEWS (Cont'd.)

2-6-2T #103 of the Peninsula Terminal
Company has been sold to the Black Hills
Central, The embattled Feather River has
finally removed its stripped Shay #91.

What the State of Vermont gained in the
creation of the Green Mountain and Vermont
Rys. it may lose as the St. Johnsbury and
Lamoille County plans to give up its entire
The Salzberg operation has
lost over 12 percent of its gross revenue
with the abandonment of the Rutland. Con-
trol of the all GE operation was a major
battle in the 1950's as the Maine Central
sought to purchase the short line.

A former inter urban, the Tulsa-Sapulpa
Union, will abandon four miles on its main
line, The abandonment was sought by the State
to make way for an expressway. Despite oppo-
sition by the railroad, the ICC approved the
plan provided the state construct a connection
to the Frisco. In Kansas City, the ICC has

formally approved the transfer of the Kansas

city Public Service Freight Operation from
the transit system to its long time operators,
the Ashleys.

CORRECTION: V. Allan Vaughn, Asst. Manager-
Piggyback Operations for the Chicago Great
Western, advises the CNW-CGW merger is not
accomplished - only the hearings have been
completed. Our apologies for prematurely

‘repainting the CGW's diesels.

_ NEWS FROM MEXICO

STE (Mexico City's Transit Organization) has
announced a $1 million program to acquire PCC
cars and trolley-buses. The PCC's will prob-
ably be from Toronto. Ex-Milwaukee and Birming
ham trackless are now in service., This equip-
ment was received in bad shape and will be re-
built along with the present PCC fleet. Two
new trackless lines are under construction and
a third is planned.

Big news is that the San Antonio expressway

1

'will be extended with the trolley rapid transit

medial being extended to the junction of the
TIALPAN and XOCHIMILCO lines. An extension of
the GUERRERO line will alsc be made to reach a

‘new housing development.

LONG ISLAND SQOLD
New York has purchased the Long Island Rail-
road from the PRR for $65 million., The first
payment of $10 million was made 12/22, The
railroad will be operated by the Metropolitan
Commuter Transportation Authority which plans

to spend $200 million to upgrade the property.




