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MARCH, 1971 MEETING NOTICE

TRACTION IN THE COAL COUNTRY

with William F. Ellis

..... a narrated slide program featuring the
trolley systems of Wilkes-Barre, Scranton,
and the Laurel Line interurban connecting
these cities, Mr. Ellis is a leading trac-
tion authority on this area, and it should
prove to be a fascinating evening reliving
the glory days of these interesting systems.

Frida¥ evening, March 19, 1971
e Engineers' Club
1317 Spruce St.
Dinner at 6:00 P.M,, Meeting at 8:00 P.M.
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Efforts are under way "to preserve the old-fashioned trolley system in the South Hills
section of Pittsburgh as part of PAT's (Port Authewity Transit) jet-age Early Actiom
Program". Presently 12 of PAT's 122 PCC cars are being refurbished. They will or have
emerged in the grey, red and white scheme, with fewer wrinkled panels, redone interiors,
less rust, and possibly better rides. Of these 122 cars, sbout 70 will be refurbished
during the next two years, the remaining units will be cannibalized and/or scrapped.
«s+0.CANADIAN VICKERS, LTD., Montreal, has announced receipt of a $7-million contract
from General Electric for 144 stainless steel passenger-car bodies for cars GE is
supplying the States of New York and Connecticut for service on Penn Central's New
Haven Division., These states recently assumed responsibility for operation of New
Haven comeuter service.........at the ALTOONA AREA PUBLIC LIERARY a committee has been
organized to formulate plans for the dissemination to the genersl public reprints of
more than 10,000 PRR negatives at a nominal cost. Proceeds from such sales will be
turned over to the library to aid in defraying expenses incurred in cataloging and
assembling the negatives. The library acquired the collection when the test depart-
ment of the PRR in Altocna was abandoned following the merger of the PRR and the NYC,
So that the collection would not be destroyed, the library board, through Miss Barbara
Hoenstine, librarian, entered into the contract whereby the collection would be on
permanent loan to the library. Part of the plan calls for the acquisition of addition-
al photographs which may be donated by private citizens., Proper credit will be given
to all donors of photographs and materials which will be preserved in one area of the
library and will be made available not only to researchers but to all who are interes-
ted in railroad history....ceeeecos..The BOSTON CARMEN'S UNION has lifted its ban on
overtime that was responsible for the redlining of almost half of MBTA's PCC car
fleet. Prior to this announcement, MBTA had outlined a proposed 20% cut in service

to reduce the system's staggering $20,000,000 deficit. Included was a plan to convert
the Mattapan and Arborway lines to bus, and the possible paving of the high-speed line
for a busway. A Copley Square-Arborway bus route would be installed, but the Park
Street-Northeastern University shuttle trolleys would be retgined....cccocsesssonscnss
.....Ever wonder what happened to #4483, the Ilsa from the PRR collection that used to
be at Northumberland? Well, she and pilatform observation '"The Ohio" (or so she's
lettered) are on display at the main entrance to the Westinghouse Air Brake Plant in
Wilmerding, P& Though the 4483 is well maintained, she doesn't look quite like the
pictures that come to mind of the mighty Il's, as tucked in behind the cab is a shorty
tender, sans doghouse!!! Anyway, if you are in the area, she is well woerth photograph-
ing, or just looking at........Another steam excursion line is being added to the many
already operating around the country. The new addition is the WASATCH COUNTY MOUNTAIN
RAILWAY, and it will operate from Wildwood, in Provo Canyon, Utah, to Heber City,
starting next spring. The line will be run by the Wasatch Railway Museum and Founda-
tion. ........CASS SCENIC RAILROAD has obtained three additional locomotives for its
fleet of geared mountaln climbers. Vancouver Wharf #114, a 90-ton, 3-truck Pacific
Coast oil-burning Shay, and the Mount Emily (Portland Oregon) #1, an 80-tom,,3-truck
oilburner, are reported to either be zt Cass or on the way. In addition, the Middle
Fork (W. Va.) 110-tom, 3-truck Climax has been obtained. The Cass roster now reads:
Shays, 6; Heisler, 1; Climax, 1. Quite impressive. Any other railroad in the U. S.
or Canada pessess such a collection of geared ! enginery??? If not, that makes West
Virginia the champ in North America in geared 10COMOTIVES. ... ucescovocensncnrascasnse
«+++ READING COMPANY lists as its accomplishments in 1970: continued line relocation,
bridge and new passenger station project at Norristown; completed third stage of Penn
Avenue viaduct reconstruction, Reading; removed terminal facilities at Erie Avenue
yard, Philadelphia, to provide space for TORC facility and industrial development;
installed 38 miles welded rail; upgraded three yard engines to 900 hp; purchased 10
new caboose cars and rehabilitated 54 others; purchased 50 100-ton steel coil flats;
built 100 100-ton covered hoppers; rebuilt 100 gondolas; equipped 156 TTX flats with
racks for automobile frames. Also, installed two new interlockings and automatic

protection at 4 grade croseings; instailed 12 base radio stations. For plans for
1971, see page 3
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READING'S PLANS FOR 1971 IMPROVEMENTS ARE: release land for redevelopment in Lebanon by
erecting a new operating-freight office-maintenance facility in West Lebanon; develop
TOFC facilities at Erie Ave. Yard, Philadelphia; extend Hatboro electrification 2 miles
to Warminster under contract with Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority;
install 53 track miles of welded rail. Alsp ,purchase 10 1000-hp yard engines; upgrade
two locomotives to 900 hp; build 100 100-ton gondolas; 300 70-ton box cars, 200 100-ton
hoppers, and 10 caboose cars; rebuild 100 box cars. Also, install 156.6 miles CTC;
convert four interlockings to remote control; install one hotbox detector.vsicisssssios
«»++.PENNSYLVANTA-READING SEASHORE LINES' Millville passenger service ended on Friday,
February 5th. The notices were put in the Budd RDC on Thursday night, the 4th. We
understand no fans managed to make the last run...........Mr. Bevan's former business
car #90 (not to be confused with 2nd #30, now "PHILADELPHIA STAR"), was sold by the

RED CLAY VALLEY RAILROAD to the Coach Inn at Fort Washington. We have heard that the
Reading coaches owned also by Red Clay Valley were sold to Mr, George Hart, who had
formerly owned them, presumably for excursion PUrposes..........SEPTA(RED ARROW DIV,)
Center Door car #61 was shipped by flatbed truck to Railways of Yesterday on January
22nd..........as you know, the New Haven Region of PENN CE%TRAL is operating two MU
sets pulled by FL9's with the pantographs used only for lighting and heating. Trainmen
on the two trains have refused to operate the pantographs or third rail shoes when
coming on and off the overhead at Woodlawn, so the trains now carry a second engineman
in the coaches to perform this function. How would you like to get a day's pay for
raising and lowering pantographs once each trip????...00000004.two Chicagoans have pur-
chased a 6-1/2 miles long railroad in Rhode Island, The principals are Grant Vietsch,
President of the Railway Systems and Management Association, and Ted Leviton, a
management consultant. Their new property is the NARRAGANSETT PIER RAILROAD, which runs
from a:Penn Central connection at West Kingston to Wakefield, R, I, The NP has two
diesels, one caboose, and no debt. The route's biggest commodities are fish meal and
0il, moving from the Port Judith Fisherman's Cooperative processing plant in Peace
Dale; the NP also moves supplies for the Rhode Island Highway Department......eeeeee..
++++.CN ALTERS TURBOTRAIN-RAPIDO SCHEDULES: Adjustments in departure and arrival times
of trains between Montreal and Toronto, including Turbo and Rapido trains, have been
made by Canadian National Railways "to suit public travel preferences'. Revised
schedules were to go into effect February 1 for the trains, which connect at Toronto
with Grand Trunk-CN trains to Detroit, Chicago, and U, S, intermediate points..........
++ -+ .PENNSYLVANIA-READING SEASHORE LINES in 1970 retired 8 miles of track, installed
nine (9) industrial tracks. Plans for 1971 call for retirement of track and relocation
of facilities at Ocean City, Egg Harbor City, Millville, and Newfield. PRSL also plans
to install 3 industrial tracks......FOR MORE GENERAL NEWS, PLEASE SEE PAGE 4

GE plans $14-million car-assembly facility at Erie plant }cprinted frou

General Electric, which won prime
contracts in 1970 for 224 npew com-
muter cars, is building a $14-million
car-assembly facility at its FErie, Pa.,
plant. The program calls for construc-
tion of new facilities as well as mod-
ernization of an existing building, said
Bryce W. Wyman, vice president and
general manager of GE's Transportation
Systems Business Division.

Wyman said the resulting 350,000-
sq-ft complex will be “the most modern
and advanced in the industry.” In-
cluded will be areas for subsystems
testing, total systems simulation and
environmental testing. In addition, the
Transit Systems Products Department
will conduct full operational testing on
the company’s test track. Wyman noted S
that GE will be the first car builder 10 | FIRST OFF THE LINE at General Electric’s new Erie facility will be 144 cars (artist's
conduct such extensive tests on its own conception above) for service on Penn Central's New Haven Division. GE alse has
grounds prior to delivery. order for 80 Hudson and Harlem Division cars.

.
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TO THE LEFT: "The Royal Limited" was one of the prem-
ier trains of the Royal Blue Line (B&0=P&R=-CNJ) that ran
between Washington and New York(Jersey City). During
the early teens the B&0 promoted it as a five=hour train
vhich was electrically~-lighted, vestibuled, with drawing
room, parlor and observation ¢lub cars, dining car-
table d'hote. Train #509 southbound stopped at Phila-
delphia's B&0 station at 6:12 p.m. Its counterpart #524
left at 5:52 p.m., right after the diner had been at-
tached to the train. You could buy transportation for
the trains at any of the B&0O's SIX downtown Philadelphia
ticket offices!!! Remember when?%? '

GENERAL RAILROAD NEWS(Continued from Page 3).esvecosenss
«+ss.In an application filed January 18, a new railroad,
COOPERSTOWN AND CHARLOTTE VALLEY RAILWAY CORP., asked
the ICC for authority to buy and operate the D§H branch
. to Cooperstown, N. Y. Limited opportunities for freight
NEW YORK~=WASHINGION service still exist on the 16-mile line, the new railroad
PARLOR CAR, DINING CAR |Fl said. It said it hopes to make a profit by carrying
e CAFE SMOKING CARS. [ freight, possibly by providing service at lower cost
HEITIHEIII(I ) than the D&H has done. It also pointed out that one end
o of the line goes into Cooperstown, N. Y., where the Base-
Ball Hall of Fame is located. The potential for a short-
line tourist passenger service, integrated with other recreational facilities in the
Cooperstown area, is "unlimited", the new railroad said.....vveesvessss.Mayor John Lind-
say has proposed a $1.55 billion capital budget for New York City in fiscal 1971-72, in-
cluding $235 million for transportation projects........On PATH, Hawker-Siddgley, Ltd.,
which is building 46 new cars for the Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corp., has awarded
a multi-million dollar contract to Westinghouse Electric for propulsion and control
equipment............Related to Mayor Linday's budget, above, of the $235 million, $47
million would go for purchase of 200 new air-conditioned subway cars, $32 million for
subway construction, and $49 million for highway projects, mostly repaving...ccecevcoces
--..PENN CENTRAL'S METROLINERS have rolled into their third year of operation with an
average occupancy rate of 65%, compared with the airlines' 50%. 1In their first two
years, the Metroliners carried well over 2 million passengers on some 6,500 trips between
Washington and New York..........SUPER CABOOSE!! - And then there's the matter of the
deluxe cabooses on the Burlington Northern. sure enough, six dome lounges were in
caboose service due to a shortage of same last October. The six were from the 1947 "Twin
Zephyrs", two from the late "Kansas City ZephyrS" (these are parlors), and two surplus
"Cal Zephyr'" cars....... ..LONG ISLAND will extend its electrification from Huntington
to Northport, 5 miles, and from ﬁ1cE5ville to Republic, 7 miles (including 10 substations
necessary for third-rail and track requirements) at a cost of $20 million; 27 additional
substations will be constructed in existing electrified territory at scost of $15
million........Natives of the tiny village of Ridgway, Colo., where much of "True Grit"
was filmed, are plenty peeved at PARAMOUNT PICTURES in refusing to restore one of their
beloved local landmarks to its original conditiom. It's the antique narrow gauge caboose
used in the movie. The caboose is a relic of the Rio Grande Southern Railroad. Para-
mount borrowed it - gratis - repainted it for MKET because that's what the script called
for, Now, two years later, the caboose still sits there with MKET on it, though the
Katy never ran within 500 miles of Ridgway. Visiting history buffs are dumbfounded.
Villagers agree that John Wayne deserved his Oscar for "True Grit", but for Paramount's
"True Gall" they're recommending another special award: '"Historical Polluter of the
Year", for the desecration of their caboose...........Governor William T. Cahill of New
Jersey urged the Port of New York Authority to finance the construction of a new rail
tunnel under the Hudson River between New Jersey and New York. The Governor said the
tunnel should connect near West 48th Street in Manhattan (PLEASE SEE PAGE 5)
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The Lehigh Valley carded 26 individual trips daily for this gas car over the 1.7
miles of trackage from Flemington to Flemington Junction, N. J. Reason: Fiem-
ington was legal head office for many N. J. corporations, lending service and
prestige to operations.

GENERAL RATLROAD NEWS (Continued From Page 4)....and thus provide direct midtown rail
access for all New Jersey commuters, He suggested that the tunnel emerge in New Jer-
sey at a site somewhat north of the Lincoln Tunnel........The ICC permitted the Penn
Central to drop eight trains operating between Providence, R, I., and Boston, and per-
mitted it to change the times of two other trains along that route. The Commission
also refused a Penn Central requested to discontinue eight other Boston to Providence
trains...........COMMUTER TRAIN UPGRADED: as the PELE put the first of its four re-
placement coaches in service on December 2, 1970, The first car was completely re-
furbished and put on Train #261 for a "test run" on December 1, 1970, for official

use only. The four cars presently being used by PGLE are the remnants of the PGLE's
through passenger service. These coaches, each seating 85 passengers, were taken out
of through service in 1928(!), at which time they were rebuilt and equipped with air-
conditioning for commuter service on the PGLE system. 1In the Fall of 1970, the PELE
purchased four inter-city passenger cars with aluminum bodies, each seating 60 passen-
gers, equipped with front and rear lounge-rest rooms, and air-conditioned, These cars
were originally built for the L§N in 1948.........an independent audit of the LONG
ISLAND RAIL ROAD shows that an average of 670,000 passengers a month rode without
paying during 1970. A spokesman for the Metropolitan Transit Authority, which runs
the railroad, said much of the problem was the use of counterfeit tickets, and over-
crowded cars which prevent conductors from ®llecting fares. The railroad list $24
million last year..............0n February 20 and only an hour out of Hagerstown,
ex-Nickel Plate #759 blew a cylinder head at Sheppardstown, W. Va. They discovered

a cracked cylinder rod and piston rod. The special train was rescued by road power
from freight service and the train ran behind diesels both to and from Roanoke, #759
is expected to be back in operating condition in about 3 or 4 weeks........on Thursday
night, February 11, RED ARROW PCC #16 was attempting to assist a two-car set that had
operational problems just west of Springfield Avenue, by acting-as a breaking (?)
force. At this point, the overhead wire broke, and dropped on the canvas and wood
portion of the roof of #16., The car caught fire and was burned to virtually a total
wreck. The car is now at Llanerch and it is expected that only the trucks, ends,

and underbody can be used as spare parts for the remainder of the St, Louis fleet....
»+++.STAN PRASTER, CAR DISTRIBUTOR FOR PRSL, and member of the West Jersey Chapter,
reports that CIC 801, the oniy Crandic Fiat car, was in Bolson St, Yard, Camden, for
loading by General Electric. The Crandic (Cedar Rapids and Iowa City) is best known
for its relatively late electric freight and interurban operation......RED ARROW(SEPTA)
#82 now sports the new gold paint scheme, It's the first of the older Brills to get
the official gold 1ivery..............MORE NEWS NEXT MONTH - ALSO SEE PAGE 6
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HERSHEY TRIP NEEDS HELP ---YOURS!

Your Chapter will sponsor its first railroad excursion in more than three years
on Saturday, May 8, 1971, when we will operate an excursion from Jenkintown and Wayne
Junction, Pa., to Hershey, Pa., over the Reading Railroad, using Budd RDC's., Our

last trip was an excellent one to Canaan Connecticut on the then Pennsylvania Railroad
and New Haven,

This excursion will, quite frankly, be an experiment. It is being operated, pro-
viding a guarantee is reached, of course, to test the market for a railroad excursion
with the people of the Philadelphia area. It should go without saying that any future
excursion would be clouded if this one were not a success,

Your Chapter needs each member te do his little part to make this excursion a
success. Simply mentioning this trip to people with whom you come in contact each
day will help spread the word around. No stone should be left unturned.

You will find a flyer for the Hershey trip enclosed with this issue of CINDERS.
The fares are quite reasonable for 1971 prices: $10.00 for adults,~and $7.50 for
.children under 12 years of age. In addition to stopping at Jenkintown and Wayne
Junction, the train will stop at Phoenixville for the benefit of those of our mem-
bers whe live in the western suburbs, We need to sell 350 tickets on this tripisias
.++.and the number of tickets sold will determine the status oframy future railroad
trips this Chapter'operates. The Reading Company has been very cooperative and help-
ful in arranging this trip for us. Let us do everything we can to show the Reading
that we are indeed first class operators,

In selling our trip to people, be sure and peint out the Hershey Gardens. This
is a spot for flower lovers and photographers alike to see, The entire five-hour
layover could be spent in this one spot, I am sure. The monorail will be operating,
and Hershey Park will be open. BE ON BOARD ON MAY 8!!! LET'S MOVE THOSE TICKETS!!!

“Robert L. Eastwood, Jr.
Post Office Box 4l /ZETON
Huntingdon Valley. Pa. 19006 S s

Tos — =y

385 Evergreen Road
KING OF PRUSSIA, PA, 19406

Hershey May 8 -- Flyer Enclosed



