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A fholiday Message

At this festive time of year, it is proper that we rail historians/enthusiasts
pause and count our blessings for The prograss we have witnessed in both ocur own
Seciety and the rail transportation industry in t+his, America's Bicentennial year.
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The Society has been blessed witTh sound, steady growth, and we have seen MEHE" 5
|argest project - the American Library of Transportation - placed on a firm foundation
with the selection of an initizl building and location at Strasburg, Fennsylvania.

This Chaptar, with 40 years of continucus recording of rail transportation his-
tory, marked the occasion with a banquet in March which saw many friendships, new and
renewed. We co-hosted the Society's Convention with our good friends from West Jersay
Chapter, a successful effort on fthe part of combined talent from each Chapter.

Our railroad industry is making important strides towsrd providing healthy,
dependablis ftransportation To our shippers and passengers once again, SO much a necas-
sity as America enters its Third cenTury.

But, our biggest blessing is the relationship we enjoy with each other. We are
from all walks of life, and yet are bound to each other for a single purpose without
regard to our ethnic background, political or religious beliefs. |1 is people who
have made all of our acceomplishments pessible.

In this spirit, | thank each of you for your role, whatever it may be, in pro-
viding support for this Sociefy and Chapter so that we may continue to grow and improve.

To you and your families, Marie and | extend Season's Grestings, and may you experisnce
Good Health and Prosperity in 1877,
R+ L EatTWGSD, IR

President
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1 Once again, it's time for our annual Chapter Slide Contest, 'though
OUR MEETIMNG: we're a bit early this year----Friday, December 10 to be exact.
Rules will be the same as last time and are spelled out on the en-
closed entry form. So, search through your archives and contribute to another fine dis-
play of rail photo talent!! As usual, a stack-loading projector will be provided, but it
will definitely not be the infamous Sawyers which has caused us so many problems in the
past.

The meeting, of course, will be held in the Engineers Club, 1317 Spruce Street, Philadel-
phia, beginning at 7:30 PM. Buffet dinner will be served in the main dining room promptly
at 6. Please make your dinner reservations, at $6. per person, with Vice-President Frank
Tatnall not later than Tuesday, December 7. His mailing address is P. 0. Box 289,
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462, and his phone number is (215) 828-0706.

DEADLINES FOR JANUARY CINDERS: Our January, 1977 meeting will be on Friday, January 21,
leaving a 6-week gap between meetings. Material for the January issue of Cinders must be
in the hands of Larry Fastwood before Wednesday, January 5, 1977, for inclusion in the
January issue.

OLD READING PASSES OFFERED FOR SALE: Your President has received about 75 old Reading
passes from various years as far back as 1907, all employee's passes. These will be
available at the December meeting for 50¢ each, with all proceeds going to the NRHMS Library
Fund. See Marie Fastwood at the December meeting.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS:
CURLL, Walter B., Jr., 181 W. Eighth Ave., Conshohocken, PA 19428 (215-828-4905)
BRADLEY, Christian J., 206 S. 13th St., Apt. 303, Philadelphia, PA 19107

NEW MEMBERS: We take pleasure in welcoming the following new members to the Chapter and
the Society, most of them for the 1977 year:

MORA, Jeffrey G., 612 D. St., S.E., Washington, DC 20003 (202-547-5812)
MURRAY, Donald S., 120 Berkeley Rd., Glenside, PA 19038 (215-884-2352)
REX, John, 8 S. Davis Ave., Aubudon, NJ 08106 (609-547-2161)
SMISSAERT, John H., 445 Sutton St., Apt. #501, San Francisco, CA 94108 (415-982-9606)
VANDER VELD, Pete, 840 Montgomery Ave., Apt. 103, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 (215-527-2899)

1977 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: Treasurer Finkbiner will shortly have the 1977 dues bills in
the mail to you. The combined Chapter and National dues rate for 1977 will be $15.00.

We would ask that you give your prompt attention to the dues renewal. We've been through
an exciting year, and we hope for bigger and better things next year. Please be a part
of the NRHS and the Philadelphia Chapter as both grow and expand to provide more rail
historical services to our members.
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ON THE bCE?\E&f

~ with El Simon
PR e e .The month of November witnessed the delivery of 20 new Amfleet cars - this
should give AMTRAK 373 with 119 to go. The month completed production of the last four
long-distance coaches (21849-21852), nine standard Amcoaches (21200-21208), four Amtaverns
(20220-20223), and three Amcafes (20037-20039). The present delivery schedule should com-
plete the massive 492-car order by about June 1 at present rates.......... Initial sched-
ules for the replacement of conventional cars with Amfleet cars on October 3] proved a bit
too ambitious and the following "clockers" went back to vintage cars on that date -
Trains 204 (daily), 213, 217 (Sundays), 219 (Mon.-Fri.), 227(Sundays), 235 (daily). 220
(Sundays), 224 (Daily) and 256 (Sundays). The power units thus released protect the two
new Boston-Washington Amfleet round trips and the new New York-Washington trip which began
on Deteber 3., coveviy AMTRAK is now at the point where any future conversion of conven-
tional equipment to Amfleet cars must be predicated on receiving more M.A.-equipped loco-
motives or additional power cars. A guess would be seven more power cars, because new
locomotives appear to be at Teast two years away. These could be additional conversions
of baggage cars or even Amfleet cars at the end of the production run. (Budd. it will be
remembered, built the first such car in 1956 for the Xeystone).......... Meanwhile, the
ASEA Tocomotive, X995, has been turning in a good account of itself. It has worked a
variety of assignments - several weeks with a seven-car consist on the Metroliner service
and a week on a heavier Amfleet "clocker" assignment, for example......... .The westbound
Scuthern Crescent, in addition to the through SOUTHERN cars from New York, carries two
coaches in service. They return on the Montrealer to New York, so two sets of cars are
needed. While original plans called for a parlor car to serve meals, most surviving cars
are bad-ordered. As it happened, Mechtron refurbished coach-lounges 3815-3817 in Septem-
ber and October for the ¥ight cwi. Now that the latter train is Amfleet-equipped, the
cars were a natural for this service.......... There are six galley-lounges now and three
more being converted at Mechtron. They are now in the 3320 series. but will be renumbered
into a diner-lounge series (8360-8367). But, counter-lounge 8382 is now numbered 3365.
This is the "Harvest Imn", which used to run on C&EI's Danuille Flyer. The "new" 8360
class is assigned as the St. Petersburg "diner" on the Silver Star, but passengers desir-
ing a conventional diner can use the Miami car over most of the route. A parlor car now
operates as the Albany-Boston meal car on the Lake Shore Limited. There's a parior-Tounge
in similar service on the Valley Forge, but they are the only parlor cars in assigned
service today (conventional type parlors).......... Three Amtaverns have been assigned to
the San Diegane to answer numerous complaints about the lack of sit-down lounge and meal
SEYVICR .« aviivvinis Trains 180 and 185 {weekend service between New York and Boston) are still
conventional equipment and did not convert to Amfleet in October.......... The final two
E60's are now delivered and in service, with only 975 out for repair of fire damage, and
953 cannibalized at Wilmington for parts. So, there are 24 E60's and 34 GG1's in the
basic fleet, when all are functioning.......... AMTRAK put on a display of equipment on
Wednesday, November 24 in the Corridor, which was both impressive, but still inadequate
on some trains. The Northeast Corridor is operated pretty much as a separate railroad,
and they did not begin to build up train consists until Wednesday itself. The trouble is,
many people took an extra day or two off and some trains were jammed Tuesday. There was
one report of a train (163) leaving its home terminal at Boston with 300 standees. Altho
this seems, and was a large number, it should be realized that the train had only three
Amfleet cars.......... By contrast, National operations started building up its consists
earlier and even here some extra sections were scheduled. Most were in the Empire Service,
where the new Turbos are making their first holiday appearance. One procedure was to run
a six-car Turbo for points between Syracuse and Buffalo only, followed by a train of up

(PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 4)
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"ON THE SCENE", Continued from Page 3

to ten conventional coaches making all stops. The traditional Sunday bi-Tevel train from
Chicago to West Quincy was scheduled for college students and one Detroit train ran con-
ventional two days with its Amfleet cars allocated to lengthen other trains.......... By
Wednesday, the Northeast Corridor had gotten better organized and operated extra sections
on 60, 177, 179, 169, all with Amfleet equipment. Virtually all Clockers ran conventional
with some cars making their first dppearance since the August conversion of most "clockers".
An example was PC 4444 which ran as the "200 Club" just like the old days. But, here
again, apparently the number of cars needed was not anticipated and I noted many unhappy
standees on clockers and delays to some trains while crews tried to shoe-horn people aboard.
.......... For the record, I noted at least 230 of the 258 Amfleet cars in the Corridor
running on Wednesday alone. Six GGl's did not run - 907, 914-915, 919, 923 and 925. Two
boiler E60's did not run - 953 (cannibalized at Wilmington), and 954. And, oddly enough,
six of the twenty MA E60's did not run - 958, 966, 968, 970, 974 and fire-damaged 975.
.......... Swedish unit X995 was noted pulling nine Amcoaches and a power car on clockers,
but it did not run Wednesday.......... The P70's are supposed to be rounded up and sent to
Providence, RI after the holiday is over. In the end, nine of the ten survivors were
still running, with 1651 bad-ordered.......... AMTRAK has assigned number series to its work
equipment which operates in the Corridor. Basically, hopper cars are 11000 and 12000
series, gondolas are 13000's, cabins 14000's {and wait until you see those blue-and-orange
cabins!!), flats 15000's, wreck train cars 16000 and box cars, 17000.......... Also, & num-
ber of railroad and privately-owned office cars have been modified to operate with Amfleet
cars. SANTA FE, BURLINGTON NORTHERN, CONRAIL and UNION PACIFIC have the cars, while seven
privately-owned cars have been modified through November 1.......... I noted that the meal
cars on 1/171 and 1/172, which initially were coach-lounges 3815-3B17, are now galley
clubs 3634 and 3644.......... The only AMTRAK-assigned GG1's, other than 900-929, are the
4895, 4896, 4933 and 4939. So far as | could tell, these were the only units which Amtrak
ran on Wednesday, November 24, and they did not have to borrow Ay DR B S ey v an s
AMTRAK's five-year plan has been covered elsewhere, so I won't restate it here. But,
several points of interest strike me. First, the additional cars listed are theoretically
sufficient to just replace all existing cars. Second, the Metroliner concept is apparent-
ly very much alive, after being written off in some quarters (mine Included):. . oviniis
Also, there will be more than enough new motive power to retire all existing road locomo-
tives, but apparently there are no plans to replace the Corridor switchers. (Some rebuilt
GP3's would be nice, however}. Finally, the Turbo seems to have had its day, with no
additional units planned. The two unknown factors, however, are whether Congress will
approve the necessary funding and how much, if any, additional service Amtrak will be run-
ning five years hence........... I observed the "READING" rush-hour on November 17, and
found that cars 169-170, last of the first order of 70 cars, were in service with a GE
release date of October 19. Although I did not see ?8 of the 101 5ilverliners, Reading
managed to get by with only 46 old cars, including 36 of the 38 "Blue" cars. For the
record, the 11 800's I noted were: 802, 809-10, 812-13, 815, 820, 821, 825, 829 and 834,
It seems Tikely that these operate only when an unusual number of Silverliners are out of
service and the 18 additional Silverliners on order will presumably replace Blue cars in
active service. I presume the "Blue" cars wil] be stored for emergency use and not retired.

A NOTE ON OUR NOVEMBER MEETING - - - -

Our November meeting produced a reeord turmout for this Chapter - mearly 140 people
came out to enjoy Reading Night, We had made arrangements with the Engineers' Club to have
the Auditorium on the 3rd Floor, which would have provided sufficient capasity for the
anticipated crowd. At the last minute, we were wnable to use the auditoriuwm, and had to
use the Conference Room, At our December meeting, we will discuss our meeting Location
situation as it applies for the present and future. We're sorry for the overcrowding!!!
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Odds 8 Ends,,” by FRANK 6. TATNALL, JR.

.......... In mid-November, CONRAIL placed a large advertisement in several newspapers
giving a first stage progress report on its ten-year, $6.8 billion rebuilding program.
Most of the figures were shown in the last issue of Cinders, but the ad further asserted
that Conrail's financial results are also "ahead of target." The railroad's net loss for
its first six months of operation came to $66.8 million under the generally-accepted
accounting method known as "depreciation accounting"---only 18.5 percent of the full-year
loss projected in the Government's Final System Plan. Interestingly, the ad was topped
by a photo of speeding Conrail locomotive #7562, one of several GP9's recently rebuilt to
low-nose "GP10's" by ILLINOIS CENTRAL GULF's Paducah, KY Shops. A total of 25 GP7's and
GP9's were sent to Paducah last summer for upgrading into "GP8's" and "GP10's"..........
Present CONRAIL assignments show that only 26 MP54 "red" MU cars are required for the
morning rush hour in Philadelphia and 18 in the afternoon. They are assigned to Train
#505 from Trenton, #712 from Media and #908 from Marcus Hook, also #3937 to Wilmington,
#1749 to Elwyn and late-night #542 to Trenton........... Here's a roundup of some of the
oddball locomotives now loose on CONRAIL: EMD experimental electric #1975 (Model GMAC)
is in regular piggyback service between Harrisburg, PA and Meadows Yard, NJ; EMD electric
#1976 (Model GMIOB) is still operating five or six days a week with a test train out of
Harrisburg; ex-NEW HAVEN E40 electrics 4973 and 4977 are in more-or-less regular freight
service between Morrisville, PA and South Amboy, NJ; GG1 #4800 in Bicentennial paint re-
mains in regular freight service, frequently in the Corridor between Washinaton, DC and
the New York area; General Electric 44-ton #9999 is back in service out of Pavonia Yard,
Camden, MJ, on irregular runs to Fort Dix and beyond; ex-IRONTON #751, last active Bald-
win unit on Conrail, continues its switching duties at Allentown, PA; AMTRAK's experi-
mental Swedish electric X995 has most recently been assigned to Philadelphia-New York
Amfleet trains #202 and #217, however, it will probably return to Washington-Mew York
service in early December, subbing for a Metroliner.......... Most of the 100 leased
CANADIAN MATIONAL units are still working on Conrail, particularly on the former New York
Central and Erie Lackawanna main lines. Their three-month lease., however, expires in
mid-December and may not be renewed.......... A COMRAIL paint diagram for GG1's has been
designed, but there is still no indication when the first blue "G" will be seen..........
CONRAIL's Metropolitan Region will begin converting next year from the present 11,000-
volt, 25-cycle catenary power to "commercial power"---12,500 volts, 60 cycles. The

first segment to be converted will be Woodlawn-New Rochelle, NY, on March 1, followed by
the New Rochelle-Rye, NY segment on July 1. The latter date, if it holds up, will spell
the end for GG1's and Metroliners east of New York City---only the E60's are capable of
operation on both the old and new power systems. The State of Connecticut, meanwhile,
has done nothing to convert its section of the railroad between the New York border and
New Haven, but may eventually go to a 25,000-volt, 60-cycle system.......... Look for
CONRAIL to place its first order for new locomotives during the first quarter of 1977.
.......... On Sunday, November 21, two of CONRAIL's "big hooks" lifted the final steel
span into place to complete replacement of a bridge destroyed more than 20 years ago.

The bridge, which carries the Trenton Branch over the Bethlehem Branch at Fort Washington,
PA, replaces a "temporary" structure erected after the original bridge was knocked down
in a 1956 freight train derailment. That accident caused no fatalities, but freight cars
toppling off the PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD bridge tore down the READING catenary beneath,
halting a northbound Lansdale Local less than 300 yards from the scene. During the
November 21 replacement operation, electric power on the Bethlehem Branch was cut off,
requiring substitution of RDC's on all midday Lansdale and Doylestown trains..........
SEPTA is preparing to send ex-READING MU cars 800 and 863 to the State Railroad Museum at
Strasburg.......... After numerous false alarms, those well-known State-of-the-Art transit
cars were due to begin revenue service November 29 on PATCO.......... CONRAIL's ex-ERIE

(PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 6)
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0DDS AND ENDS, Continued from Page 5

LACKAWANNA office cars 3 and 300 and ex-LEHIGH VALLEY car 353 will be offered for sale

in the near future.......... ATLANTIC CENTRAL STEAM COMPANY's Royal Hudson #2839 will
operate on a Conrail excursion train nexi spring, according to reliable reports.........
SOUTHERN RAILWAY has received ICC permission to discontinue its Charlotte, NC-Washington
trains 5 and 6, the Piedmont. The railroad agreed, however, to operate a "Thanksgiving
Special" on the same schedule as 5 and 6 through November 29, sp as "not to inconvenience
holiday travelers".......... Next month: a complete update on BOEING-VERTOL LRV produc-

L 61§ e T AMTRAK E60 #953 is at Wilmington Shops being stripped of parts for use on
the other E60's. Seems that GE is unable to furnish the necessary supply of spare parts.
.......... DELAWARE RIVER PORT AUTHORITY has approved the long-expected purchase of 46
high-speed transit cars for PATCO. Builder will be Canadian Vickers.......... .In
addition to its 62-page Form A national timetable issued October 31, AMTRAK has issued

13 smaller timetables numbered 1 through 14. (We don't know why Form 11 is missing).

New York-Washington is Form 1 and New York-Philadelphia Form 2............... AMTRAK
President Paul Reistrup does not seem unhappy about the election of Jimmy Carter. After
next dJanuary 20, says Reistrup, “the Administration won't be probing us with spears
while we try to obey the law"----an obvious reference to the hostility which incumbent
Secretary of Transportation Coleman has shown to Amtrak over the past two years..........
Despite many premature reports in the railfan press, ex-LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD 4-6-0 #35
has not yet moved from its display site on the Island to Ringoes, NJ, where BLACK RIVER
& WESTERN will rebuild the 48-year-old G5 for regular service. As of late November, the
Nassau County board of supervisors still had not approved the lease of #35 to BR&M.
Members of Sunrise Trail Chapter, NRHS, have made great efforts to successfully conclude

the project.......... CONRAIL has over 37,000 employees in Pennsylvania, more than one-
third of its total workforce, of which 10,000 are in the Philadelphia area. Conrail says
it pays out some $41 million each month to its workers in Pennsylvania.......... Maryland

voters in the November 2 election approved an amendment to the state constitution which
will allow the state to pay for rehabilitation of eight former PENN CENTRAL branch lines
on the Eastern Shore. About $5 million is to be budgeted over the next three years for
upgrading of the lines, now operated by CONRAIL under Federal subsidy.......... Qutgoing
Deputy Secretary of Transportation John W. Barnum will be the featured speaker at the
/th annual Delaware Valley Regional Transportation Conference December 7 at the Benjamin
Franklin Hotel. During his years in Washington, Barnum has acquired a reputation for
his frequently negative attitude on rail transportation, particularly in his disdain

for Amtrak.......... Transportation Secretary Coleman told the Evening Bulletin recently
that the Philadelphia area will receive Federal grants totaling about $560 miilion for
transit purposes over the next four years. These funds include $240 million originally
intended for the controversial center-city commuter tunnel between Suburban Station and
Reading Terminal, and about 3200 million diverted from the now-scrapped Cobbs Creek
EXpressway..oooe.... City representatives on the SEPTA board have vetoed the agency's
proposed $243 million operating budget for 1977, on the grounds that the budget contains
a built-in deficit of $14.9 million. MNo fare increase was projected, in spite of an
anticipated increase of $12 million in costs and a three percent drop in ridership. The
proposed budget contains only 5103 million in farebox revenues, leaving almost $140
million to be made up through Federal, state and local subsidies. SEPTA is expected to
end 1976 with a $10.9 million deficit. When asked about the effect of the budget veto
on operations after January 1, General Manager William R. Eaton said simply, "We'll

keep operating until somebody makes us stop."..... Several weeks earlier, Eaton had been
quoted as saying that SEPTA needed a base transit fare of 55 cents and a 20 percent
increase in commuter fares in order to cover next year's deficit and aveid a shutdown of
the system by May, 1977.......... DELAWARE RIVER PORT AUTHORITY is considering several
plans for bringing high-speed rail service to Atlantic City, to serve the crowds which
are expected to flock there when legalized casino gambling begins in 1978. Among the

proposals: (PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 7)
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(1) build a new electrified railroad Tine from Philadelphia Internmational Airport to
Atlantic City at a cost of %96 million, (2) upgrade the existing Conrail 1ine between
Philadelphia and Atlantic City, (3) extend the present PATCO line from Lindenwold to the
Shore, or (4) build a monorail down the medial strip of the North-South Freeway and the
Atlantic City Expressway.

ARMY - NAVY TRAIN LINEUP observed by Frank G. Tatnall, Jr.

AMTRAK operated only five trains to the Army-Navy football game November 27 at JFK
Stadium, Philadelphia. This year, however, marked the first appearance of E60 lTocomo-
tives at the annual event.

The passenger count for the total operation was 3,130 passengers carried, the lowest
in many years.

Equipment consists were as follows:

Train N-1, from New York: E60's 969, 964, Amcoaches 21131, 21023, 21159,
Amcafe 20024, Amcoaches 21059, 21160, 21209, 21208, Amcafe 20038, Amcoaches
21006, 21004, 21130, Amcafe 20035, Amcoaches 21207, 21206, Amlounge 20210.

Train W-2, from Washington: E60 #972, Amcoach 21091, Amcafe 20013, Amccaches
21046, 21099, Amcafe 20005, Amcoach 21090, Amcafe 20036, Amcoach 21189,
Amcafe 20020, Amcoach 21188,

Train W-3, from Washington: EB0 #959, Amcoaches 21022, 21058, Amcafe 20007,
Amcoaches 21008, 21078, 21202, 21047, Amcafe 20003, Amcoaches 21000, 21084,
21132, 21055, and Car 416, "Lionel Tves".

The train from Trenton had 5 Silverliners, and the train from Paoli had 12 Silver-
liners, but car numbers were not noted at this writing. The protect locomotive was EG0
#967, and three 5ilverliners were used as the crew shuttle train.

NEW HOPE & IVYLAND TO OPERATE SANTA CLAUS SPECIALS

MNew Hope & Ivyland Railroad will operate its annual Santa Claus Specials on Saturday
and Sunday, December 18 and 19, with doubleheaded steam power. Ex-FLORIDA EAST COAST
Pacific #148 will be moved in early December from the Morristown & Erie Railroad in New
Jersey to the NH&I and may team with 2-8-0 #40 on the Santa specials. If it cannot be
readied in time, #40 will doublehead with 0-6-0 #9 instead.

Trains will leave New Hope for Buckingham on Saturday at 10:30 AM, 12:30 and 2:30 PM.
On Sunday, only one train will operate, leaving New Hope at 12 Noon for the 17-mile run to
Warminster. Food will be available both days in the dining car, staffed by members of the
New Hope Chapter, NRHS.

Saturday tickets are being sold for $2. (adults) and $1. (children). Sunday tickets
are $3. and $1. Reservations are advised and may be obtained by calling 215-947-2466, or
on weekends by phoning the railroad at 215-343-2112.

While the operation of Engine #148 cannot be guaranteed, Santa Claus has promised the
management that he will be aboard the trains!!!!!
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"In Transit"

BY ROBERT L. CAMPBELL

.......... In early November, SEPTA, in a bid to stir up concern for its financial plight
announced that a 55¢ fare would be needed to clear up an anticipated $13 million deficit
by June 1. Rail fares would go up 20% (to be approved by the PUC). A few days later,
the City announced that it would not object to an increase so long as it stayved under
50¢ - most interpreted this as 45¢ (from 35¢ on City Division and 40¢ on Red Arrow). In
addition, there is considerable sentiment to implement a 25¢ transfer between the two
divisions and refigure City Division's mode of computing zone fares in suburbs (i.e., it
now costs 4 "base fares", or 31.40 to ride from Broad & Olney to Doylestown aon City Div.
Route 55 - the new schedule would call for one base fare plus so much per zone and would
be made consistent with Red Arrow's zone charges and distances).......... Recent Toronto
PCC arrivals include 2307 (ex-4726) and 2244 (ex-4761), arriving on Movember 5, and 2310
(ex-4729) and 2241 (ex-4751). The last car, 2250 (ex-4779) is scheduled to arrive the
first week in December.......... Removal of the lower portion of the Frankford E1 into
the median of 1-95 has been shoved back to the early part of 1977.......... SEPTA has
closed 3 of its 4 center city information booths opened for the Bicentennial, leaving
only the booth at 15th and Market (underground across from Central-Penn] the only cpen
booth, and thus is now manning more of its telephone positions.......... SEPTA has begun
the $8 million reconstruction of the Market Street Subway station at 2nd Street.........
Reconverting Route 56 to rail for the new February, 1977 schedules has not had a final
determination. The replacement carbarn at 50th and Greenway is now mostly finished.
The eastern half of the City Division has now equipped most of its overhead wires and
brackets for use of sliding carbon shoes on trolley poles.......... Continuing the com-
parison made last month between Fall, 1968(PTC) and Fall, 1976{SEPTA)} schedules on the
electric lines, forthwith compares the headways of the weekday PM rush (1968-1976) and
the Saturday PM rush (1968-1976), both at 5 PM: Route 6(3-5)(9-12); 10(3.5-7)(9.5-12);
11(2.75-4.25)(9-10); 13(1.75-2.25)(7-10); 15(4-8)(8.5-12); 23(2.5-5)(5.5-8.75);
34(2.5-4)(B.5-10); 36(2.75-3)(11.5-15); 47(now bus){5-4)(8-8); 50(5-10){9-15); 53(6-13)
{13.5-15); 56(now temporary bus)(4-6}(11-18}; 60(2.5-5.25)(10.5-15); 62(1Z2-now by Rte.
13 every 30 minutes)(12-now no Sat. service); trackless trolley route 29{3-7)(10.5-15});
59 local (4.5-4)(6.75-15); 59 express (4.5 - no express service now); 66 local (2.5-3)
(6.5-10); 66 express (2.5-4); 75 (6-10)(12-20); 79(4.5-5}(13-15); Market-Frankford Subway
Elevated (1.75-2)(5.5-10); Broad Street Subway Saturday PM Local (8-10); Broad Street
Subway Weekday PM Express (2.75-4); 8th & Girard Saturday PM (12-25), Erie-Ridge Weskday
PM (6.5-9.25}. Route 59, 66 and Broad Street do not operate Saturday expresses. North
Broad Street Subway local service in the rush (provided by Erie-Ridge). The drop in
Saturday afternoon headways is affected somewhat by the decline in downtown shopping....
...... The Citizens Association for Georgetown in Washington, DC has conducted a study to
show the feasibility of running a trolley car line from the Foggy Bottom Metro Station
(24th and I, N.W.) on 24th - Pennsylvania Avenue - M 5t - Wisconsin Avenue - either to
Key Bridge or to P Street - 36th 5t. - Prospect - 35th 5t. - 0 5t. - Wisconsin Avenue.
The Citizens Group believes that because of the good condition of the track remaining from
the old Rosslyn, Cabin John and Friendship Heights line the restoration would cost only
$1.0 to $1.8 million, including old trolleys at $30,000 apiece........... The revised
schedule for WMATA Metro opening in the coming year is as follows: Phase I-A (Farragut
North to Dupont Circle Station Red Line - 1.07 miles) - January, 1977; Phase II (National
Airport - Pentagon - Rosslyn - Foggy Bottom - Metro Center - Smithsonian - Capital South -
(PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 8)
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Stadium/Armory - 18 stations, 11.94 miles (Orange Line), July, 1977; Phase II-A (from
Rhode Island Avenue to Silver Spring - 4 stations, 5.66 miles (Red Line), Nov.., 1977.
Phase VIII hopes to be completed June, 1983.......... Work is finishing on the final 500
feet of the Detroit Citizens Railway on Washington Boulevard from Larned up to Cobo Hall.
The 1ine in downtown Detroit has been quite popular since its opening, but it remains to
be seen whether it sparks a renewal of business in the Grand Circus Park-Washington Blvd.
AVes e a i SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (SEMTA) has purchased six
ex-PENNSYLVANIA 1964-refurbished ex-roomette cars (1500, 1504, 1516, 1524, 1530 and one
other) for use on GRAND TRUNK WESTERN commuter service from Detroit to Birmingham and
Pontiac. It has an option on & more, but they all require extensive renovation, to re-
place the highly corroded aluminum cars of the GTW., SEMTA is also receiving bids for
repair of all 12 cars (6 1ight repair and 6 heavy), and in addition, the repair and reno-
vation of its 7 Keystone coaches received last summer....,..... The Union to which your
writer belongs as a member of the SEPTA Schedules Department is seeking recognition.
Local 290(not the operators' and maintenance Local 234) of the Transport Workers Union,
representing dispatchers, supervisors, foremen, etc.., has opened an office at 4th and
Wyoming to indicate its presence........ ..The MBTA in BOSTON is proposing a $244.7 mil-
lion budget for 1977 - passengers will pay only $60.3 million, UMTA $16.9 million, the
State $20.1 million, and the remaining $178.6 million will be split in very complex for-
mula among the 79 cities and towns.......... Boeing 929 Jetfoil boats have been providing
hydrofoil service among the Hawaiian Islands since June 15, 1975. SeaFlite operates 5
round trips on Fridays, 4 on other days with 192-passenger hydrofoils and loses money
heavily. It hopes to make money in a year with its 3 vessels, "Kamehamecha', "Kuhio",

and "Kulakaua”.......... It appears that PITTSBURGH has dropped its controversial Skybus
scheme altogether and will concentrate on overhauling its South Hills trolley lines with
new vehicles, roadbed, tunnel and exclusive right-of-way downtown............ To alleviate

severe overcrowding on Mexico City's 2-Tine subway, 345 additional cars are being built
by Constructora Nacional de Carras de Ferrocarril at Sahagun to augment the present 536
French cars. This will enable the present 120-150 second headways (rush hour) to be
closed to 110 seconds and an ATO installation will permit 90-second headways. Currently,
the Metro carries 1.9 million daily passengers. Planning for Metro extensions are in the
works as well as starting a rail commuter system on existing NdeM tracks................
BUDD 1is supplying Pioneer-type trucks and engineering for a 168-car add-on order for
rapid transit in Sao Paulo(108 cars) and Rio de Janeiro (60 cars) to the present 408-car
order (198 cars for Sac Paulo, 210 for Rio).......... BART carried 142,000 customers for

a 25¢ bargain fare on Labor Day versus its normal weekday load of 132,000........000vvurs
MARSEILLE, FRANCE Metro Authority has received a 3-car trainset built by CIMT-Lorraine
for testing.

NEW RAIL BOOK OFFERED BY BRYN MAWR PRESS

Great Ratlroad Paintings is the tifle of a new book available #rom member Ron
DeGraw's Bryn Mawr Press. The 96-page book, includes reproductions of paintings, in
calor, by such noted railroad artists as Otte Kuhler, Howard Fogg and Grif Teller. The
book is 9 x |l In size, and is $6.95, postpaid (Pennsylvania residents add .42 Sales
Tax) from Bryn Mawr Press, P. 0. Box 690, Bryn Mawr, PA 1900,

Copies of Bryn Mawr Press's first two releases, Philadelphia in Motion, and
Centennial Philadelphia, will be avallable at our December meeting. Both are $7.95
plus 6% Pennsylvania 5ales Tax. Great Railroad Paintings is not available through the
Chapter. All would make excellent Christmas gifts, to be sure.




