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MID-SUMMER ISSUE OF CINDERS: Once again, this year, we present a mid-summer issue of CIN-
DERS to keep our membership abreast of current rail transportation history, as well as to
provide you with details on the 1976 Convention, to be held in Philadelphia over Labor Day
Weekend. We hope that each of you are planning to take part in some of the activities
connected with the Convention., and early reservations received by the Committee indicates
you are. As of August 1, 95 tickets had been already sold on the Sunday trip, which has

a capacity of about 650 people. Complete Convention information and details will be found
on pages 11 and 12 of this issue of CINDERS.

LINDERS DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER: The deadline for the September issue of CINDERS will be
Wednesday, September 1, 1976. A1l information for the September issue must be in the hands
of Larry Eastwood by that date. Our September meeting will be held on Friday evening, Sep-
tember 16, and the issue of CINDERS will be mailed probably on Saturday, September 11, or
Monday, September 13, so mark your calendars right now.

SEASHORE LINES OUTING ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 21: We've heen asked by many members to repeat
the popular Seashore Lines outing we operated in 1973, and a flyer is enclosed covering

the trip. It will again leave Lindenwold at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, August 21, and we will
ride the Cape May train going, have a chartered motorcoach pick us up there, and take us

to various rail sites in South Jersey, including some abandoned sites for you archaeologists.
The price is $15.00 per person, including rail fare, or $7.00 per person for those who have
their own rail transportation arrangements. Capacity is strictly Timited to 45 people, and
early reservations are suggested, due to the popularity of the previous guting. Mail your
remittance to Sam James TODAY, and come an out for a rail outing to the Shore on August 21.

MEMBERSHIP PROBLEMS??? One member of the Chapter has indicated that he is having difficulty
in receiving his mailings from the National organization. If you are having problems, please
contact Larry Eastwood and give full details. Please do remember, however, when you move,

to notify both the Chapter and the Mational organization of your change of address. We do
not pass address changes along to the National.

(MORE CHAPTER MNEWS ON PAGE 12)
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“ON THE SCENE”

with El Simon

...... ....AMTRAK had 288 Amfleet cars on hand by July 16. Included in this group are
the following "long-distance" versions - 15 coaches, three taverns, and three clubs -
all supposedly assigned to the Palmetto. The Tong-distance coaches, as an example,

have sixty seats instead of eighty-four, and this means more leg room and an additional
pair of "dressing rooms".......... July production was slated to include nine more Corri-
dor coaches to give 297 cars by August 2. In August, schedules call for delivery of 5
Corridor coaches, 10 long-distance coaches and 5 long-distance Amtaverns. Interesting-
1y, production has dropped from 6 to 5 cars per week in mid-July, so production will run
at least until May, 1977 at these rates. Incidentally, Budd is now delivering cars from
the final 200-car order of Amfleet equipment.......... The "Tocals" out of Seattle went
Amfleet in mid-July, with four Amcafes and eight Amcoaches assigned to Seattle - all of
the "corridor" type. Four Amtaverns went to Chicago to provide sit-down meal seryice on
trains to Detroit and St. Louis....... ...The key to additional Amfleet cars in our area
rests on the receipt of more E60's than those which break down. Four of nine new EGD's
have arrived recently, but one existing unit (975) has been disabled by fires...... fad
The Adircondack was slated to come off August 1, but New York came up with subsidy money
to keep it running through September 8, and two stops, Port Henry and Willsboro, have
even been added.......... AMTRAK's fare structure will be completed revised September 8.
It will resemble Canadian fares thereafter, with only a basic coach rate and an accommo-
dation supplement. Gone will be the separate first-class and “space" charges inherited
from the days of the PULLMAN COMPANY. The new arrangement should be less confusing to
passengers and ticket sellers alike.......... A11 surviving 7500-series "Timited service"
coaches are now based at Dakland, CA, but time is running out for them. They will be
retired by Amfleet cars on the San Jooguin and displaced Seattle-based cars on other
SErVICES.covunurens ?B "clocker" coaches not purchased by AMTRAK continue to lose friends
for Amtrak on Corridor clockers this summer. Frobably only a handful have any sort of
air-conditioning. Due to delays in receiving additional E60's, they have not been re-
placed by additional Amfleet cars yet. Have patience, more new cars are Coming..........
EMTRAK purchased 100 cars from CONRAIL recently. 46 streamlined baggage cars (ex-NEW
YORK CENTRAL 9100-serfes cars) will become Amtrak 1210-1255. The last eight RFO's on
PENM CENTRAL will become Amtrak 1800-1807. Included are two rebuilt standard cars

{6536 and 6546) and one Altoona-built car of 1950-vintage (6523). The other five cars
{6595-6599) were rebuilt from postwar baggage-dormitory and baggage-lounge cars........
..3 Budd coaches will be numbered 7400-7429 (except 7413 & 22) and 5633-5635. The
former cars are 1569-1599 series "Congressional” coaches, while the last three are ex-
NEW YORY CENTRAL Budd 2800-series coaches most recently numbered 1426, 1429 and 1430.
.......... Eleven P70's were sold, but, so far, no AMTREK numbers have been assigned.
This may mean these cars will not have a long life on Amtrak and may be retired or trans-
ferred to a commuter authority....... ...CONRAIL Tounges 4438 and 4444 will become AMTRAK
3346-3347, and parlor-observations 7128-7129 will become AMTRAK 3711-3712. Finally, to
complete changes in Amtrak car numbers, three coach-lounges now being refurbished at
Mechtron will be renumbered . Cars 3900, 39202-03 will be renumbered 3315-3817 to avoid
confusion with 3900-series snack-har coaches........... BMTRAE has taken over operation
of the former SANTA FE coach yard in Chicago. Formerly known as the 18th Street Yard,
it is now designated at Z1st Street Yard. Amfleet cars based in Chicago are now based
at this yard.......... I noted that AMTRAK's 12th Street Yard was being switched by three
BURLINGTON NORTHERN NW2's and only one PENN CENTRAL SW1 in early July. SANTA FE used one
Aleo 52 (2379 - last of its class) and two NW2's to switch 21st Street. Amtrak yards
are now assigned over 50% of all cars in fts fleet. (PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 3)
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"0ON THE SCERE", Continued from Page 2

wvevsere.-AMTRAK has assigned numbers to 63 diesel units purchased recently from COWRAIL.
The 45 Alco RS3's are to become AmErak 100-144, 12 EMD FL9's will become 231-242, while
16 SW1 switchers will become #43-258. The last four FP?'s will be renumbered 375-378,
from 117, 116-117, and 123..... eeesoB wisit to Chicage in early July disclosed that

ROCK ISLAND's two "long-distance" trains are each reduced to an E8 and two coaches.

Only snack service is provided. Replacement cars have been ordered for ILLINGIS CENTRAL
GULF's 32 remaining old MU's, but ROCK ISLAND and SOUTH SHORE still use wmajor fleets of
older cars with no replacements yet on order. S0UTH SHORE operates 34 cars in the rush
hour, including one eight-car train which arrives 7:41 am from Michigan City. ROCK
ISLAND operates 13 center-entrance postwar coaches and 46 old coaches - all of which are
to be replaced by 50 gallery cars and 20 locomotives the Regional Transit Authority
plans to order some day.......... CONRAIL's two Valparaiso locals are unchanged, but now
use pairs of passenger GP9's or GP7's instead of the ex-NEW YORK CENTRAL EB's formerly
assigned. The GM&D (ICG) train from Joliet still uses an early F3A and three coaches -
all in the original GM&ED colors..........CONRARIL has sold 103 coaches and 8 ROC's to the
BOSTON MBTA - all of the Boston commuter fleet. Tt sold 3 CMJ coaches to MEW JERSEY DOT
{most 1ikely, the three c¢lub cars, since everything else CNJ had was already sold to the
State}. Also, 35 P70's and tavern-lounges - the last cars still railroad-owned in North
Jersey, have been sold to MJ DOT...ouvunn. MEW JERSEY purchased 242 MU's and Stillwell
coaches from CONRAIL - all ex-ERIE LACKAWANMNA cars. In July, seven air-conditioned
ex-ERIE 5ti11Twell coaches were at Elizabethport Shops for evaluation.......... The latest
"Reading" City-owned MU's noted by July 23 were 139-140.......... The first two RTL Turbos
for AMTRAX are tentatively scheduled to enter service on Empire Seryice trains 70-73 and
74-77 {a Buffalo-New York-Albany round trip)....... starting date set for August 15.

OddS & Ends.... By FRANK TATHALL, JR.

.......... CONRAIL's passenger service to South Jersey, once thought dead when the State
af New Jersey cut off subsidies to PRSL last winter, now seems secure through March of
1978, Governor Brendan Byrne announced on July 26 that the state and Federal government
will share the subsidy burden when Conrail's obligation to run the Budd cars expires

next year. The state promised to improve the service and attempt some sort of promo-
tional effort which is now sadly lacking. Amid considerable rumors and speculation,
COMRAIL announced in mid-June that extra summer seashore service would be added between
Lindenwoeld and Jersey Shore points on June 21, on basically the same schedule as in past
SUMMErS. . ... +oveapeaking of the former PRSL, two Baldwin units continue their labors on
Conrail - - 512 #6017 at Atlantic City and AS1E #6024 at Salem, NJ. Together with ex-
TRONTON RAILROAD D344-10 #751 at Allentown yard, these are the only known Baldwins active
anywhere on the Conrail system.......... Because of Tower than expected patronage, SEPTA
and PennDOT have cancelled & number of the Bicentennial shuttle trains operating between
Reading Terminal and Valley Forge. Effective July 27, four of the seven weekday shuttles
in each direction were eliminated, while on Saturdays and Sundays, six of 12 trains were
axed. The push-pull set made its Tast round trips to Valley Forge on Monday the 26th..

csssnesss.Port Kennedy station, two miles east of Valley Forge, has been nicely refur-
bished and with fts new parking lot will probably be continued as a commuter stop after
the Bicentennial service ends this fall.......... The red-white-and-blue AMERICAN FREEDOM

TRAIN is scheduled for display at Valley Forge Industrial Park near King of Prussia

September 12 to 14. It will be drawn by ex-READING 4-8-4 #2101, back on home rails after

an extended absence. The Freedom Train people are looking for volunteers to help man

the train during its display here - contact Larry Eastwood for details. A tentative

schedule of display dates for the train is shown elsewhere in this fssue..........
{PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 4)
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vevienaeAMTRAK's Teased Swedish electric locomotive arrived at Port Newark, MJ, aboard
an Atlantic Container Line ship on July 21 and was unloaded the next day. The B-B type
Rcd, painted in Amtrak colors and numbered 395, was taken to Wilmington Shops to be set
up for testing along the Corridor for the next six months. A heavier French-built C-C
expected later this year will also be tested for several months, with Amtrak hoping to
gather sufficient data on which to base the design for a new fleet of passenger electrics.
The new locomotives would replace the remaining Amtrak GG1's and serve as back-up for

the highly-unreliable General Electric E60's.......... Only six trains are now scheduled
to operate into South Philadelphia for the 41st International Eucharistic Congress on
Sunday, August B at JFK Stadium. Amtrak will have three EG0-hauled trains from New York,
the first due Stadium at 1:50 PM, followed by Silverliner trains from Trenton, Harris-
burg and Downingtown. The recent announcement that Pope Paul VI will not attend the
Congress apparently resulted in a decline jn interest in the event. CONRAIL , however,
will operate Saturday schedules on the Philadelphia commuter Tines on both Sundays,
August 1 and B, 1976. ... SEPTA's brightly-painted "boat car" from Blackpool. Eng-
land finally arrived at Courtland Street shop on July 12, after being regauged at

Dushore Car Company, Dushore, PA. Despite some delay for training of operators, the
odd-looking vehicle is now scheduled to begin Independence Loop service on 4th and 5th

Streets on August 2.......... Those long-1idle State-of-the-Art cars began a test program
on the PATCO high-speed Tine on July 30, with revenue service to follow at an as-yet
uncertain date.......... Former LEHIGH WALLEY TRANSIT Jewett-built interurban #301,

currently being restored at Dushore, PA, will not be pperated for tourist service on
SEPTA's Morristown Line. Instead, the 1912-vintage car will go to Strasburg, PA for
display...oeven.s The 48-car JAMES E. STRATES SHOWS carnival train arrived in South
Philadelphia June 28 via CONRAIL from Baltimore and departed July 14 for the Delaware
State Fair at Harrington. The colorful train consists of 39 flat cars, one baggage and
eight passenger cars, the latter including an ex-C&0 open-platform heavyweioght business
car. Its next move was to Clearfield, PA, on August 1........... The following ex-READING
MU trajlers have been purchased by SEPTA and leased to NEW HOPE & IVYLAND for passenger
service: 7B2, 783, 784, 7EG, 786, 788, 789, 790, 791, 792, 79A, 798 and 799 (the latter
is a combine}. Most of the cars are presently stored on various NH&I sidings..........
With the special Bicentennial service now available, it is theoretically possible to make
a round trip by rail in one day from Reading Terminal, Philadelphia to the tourist mecca
of Flemington, NJ {on Sundays only). Here's how: Leave Philadelphia on Conrail #2225 at
5:15 a.m., arriving Warminster 10:01. Change to NH&I train leaving at 10:05 and arriving
New Hope 11:20. Walk across the Delaware River bridge to Lambertville, NJ, where you
board BLACK RIVER & WESTERN's ex-PRR doodlebuy #4666 for a 1:00 PM departure for Ringoes.
Change at Ringoes to the steam train departing at 1:45 and arriving Flemington at 2:10.
For your return, Teave Flemington at 4:00 p.m., change at Ringoes, Lambertville and
WHarminster and arrive back at Reading Terminal at 8:43 PM. Quite a day, when you've
ridden an MU electric train, an MU trailer pulled by & Baldwin diesel, a doodliebug and
a steam-powered train in each direction!..........COMRAIL MP54 MU cars have reappeared
on the "Dinky" shuttle train between Princeton and Princeton Junction, NJ.......... BUDD
COMPANY has decided to re-enter the transit car field, having already approached Chicago's
CTA, Boston's MBTA and PATCO for possible car orders. PATCO, however, is committed to
Canadian Vickers for its 46 new cars to be delivered beginning in 1878. Budd apparently
has even expressed an interest in building Light Rail Vehicles, otherwise known as trol-
ley cars..... voo o PENNDOT has let it be known that a firm commitment for subsidy payments
must be made to Conrail by mid-August if the present Bethlehem and Pottsville passenger
train service is to be continued. I no such commitment is made by the state and by area
transit authorities, the trains could stop running on September 27. The two services
lost a total of about $360,000 in 1975, according to figures supplied by the Reading
Company.......... SEPTA has leased the 41.7-mile ex-PENN CEMTRAL Octoraroc Branch to
(PLEASE CONTINUE TO PAGE 5)
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00DS AND EHDS, Continued from Page &

Chester Lounty, which has in turn designated Rail Development, Inc., of Joppa, MD, to
operate freight service between a Conrail connection at Chadds Ford, PA and Colora, MD.
The 1ine has been out of service since the 1971 floods and was purchased by SEPTA at the
time of the Conrail takeover. A connecting track would have to be restored at Chadds
Ford and other repairs completed before freight service could resume. Rail Development's
president is Philadelphia Chapter member Mark Bennett, an employee of the Chessie System
in Baltimore.......... BOSTON Light Rail Vehicle #3401, built by Boeing Vertol, was dis-
played July 2 and 3 in Cleveland, where SHAKER HEIGHTS RAPID TRANSIT has expressed strong
interest in purchasing 60 such cars to replace its PCC fleet. The 34071 had previously
been sent to Puebio, CO for testing at the Government's High-Speed Test Center..........
BOEING was reported in mid-July to be ready to ship its first pair of rapid transit cars

to CHICAGOD TRANSIT AUTHORITY. The CTA order will total 200 cars.......... As of June 20,
1976, PHILADELPHIA CHAFTER's "home" membership totaled 231, ranking us #7 among the 118
chapters in NRHS. HNationwide, NRMS membership reached 9302.......... CONRAIL #9999, the

only surviving GE 44-ton Tocomotive on CR's roster, remains in storage at New Egypt, MJ,
following the April shutdown of UMION TRANSPORTATION COMPANY. The farmer-owned shortline
had for many years leased the unit from Penn Central for operation over a wobbly branch
between Fort Dix and Shrewsbury Road, MJ. UT, meanwhile, continues its effarts to

revive service.......... Conrail (it's now officially spelled as one word) is rolling
along more smoothly than most of its critics expected, but as freight traffic continues
to build the railroad is experiencing some serious problems. Aside from the high level
of track rehabilitation being progressed across the system, the main hang-up seems to be
a shortage of locomotives. A bad order ratio of nearly 20 percent has seriously affected
operations in certain areas, with upwards of 100 trains beino held for power on a few
recent days. Frequent road failures - the result of a lack of maintenance by the bank-
rupt railroads before Conrail took over on April 1 - have added ta the misery. And, the
44 units in first-class condition which were transferred to the DELAWARE & HUDSON didn't
help matters. So what is Conrail doing about the problem?? (1) The main locomotive shops
at Altoona, PA and Collinwood, OH are scheduled to complete heavy repairs on 592 locomo-
tives by the end of this year, (2) more than 1,600 traction motor and wheel sets have
been rehabilitated, (3) an intensified training program in diesel repair work has been
instituted at the Altoona shop and (4) 29 locomotives have been Teased from other rail-
roads. The leased units include 4 from the MP-C&EI, 10 from BANGOR & ARODSTOOK, 6 from
BURLINGTON NORTHERN (Alco RS3's), and 9 from Precision Engineering. Conrail's active
fleet totals nearly 5,000 locomotives. Meanwhile, the new blue-and-white Conrail paint
scheme is being applied to a growing number of wnits (including E44 electric #4456 and
ex-VIRGINIAN, ex-NEW HAVEN E33 #4605), though many diesels and GG1's are receiving
temporary CR markings without being repainted. MNo erders for new power have as yet been
announced. In the maintenance-of-way area, Conrail has spent more than $42 million in
recent months buying ties, welded rail and other hardware. Since April 1, the railroad
has installed 166 miles of welded rail at a cost of $17.4 million and expects to be
installing 100 miles of new rail =ach menth for the balance of 1976.......... CONRAIL has
added another red-white-and-bTue Bicentennial unit, U34CH #1776, formerly ERIE LACKAWANNA
(NEW JERSEY DOT) #3351. The locomotive was repainted at Hoboken Terminal for use on
special trains run in connection with New York's "Operation Sail" on July 4. QOther CR
Bicen units are GP38 #7776 and the original GG1, #4800 (which may power the NRHS Conven-

tion Special September 5 between Philadelphia and Harrisburg).......... COMRAIL freight
revenues in June were more than 315 million higher than projected in the company's origi-
nal 1976 business forecast.......... The House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committes

has been working on a so-called "Son of Conrail" bill which would remedy some problems

arising out of the Rail Revitalization Act signed into law last winter. The committee

chairman, Fred Rooney of Pennsylvania, has deleted from the bill a praovision which would

have allowed New York State to purchase the former EL and lease it to a competitor of
(CONTIMUED ON PAGE 6)
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QODS AND ENDS (Continued from Page 5)

Conrail. However, the Eastern Shore Rail Road, an independent group which tried to buy
the former PC's Delmarva Peninsula 1lines before Southern Railway entered the picture last
year, is again lobbying for its original takeover scheme...... «++.CONRAIL last month
transferred 1,800 maintenance employees to the Amtrak payroll. These employvees are
assigned to Northeast Corridor rail lines purchased by Amtrak but being operated by Con-
rail until about October 1......... -PENM CENTRAL COMPANY, the holding company which owns
all of the stock in the bankrupt Penn Central Transportation Company, has also filed for
bankruptcy. PC Company is only a corporate shell, but the transportation unit still has
more than 100 employees located in the IVE Building, Philadelphia, whose principal task
is to secure top dollar from the Federal government for all rail properties turned over
to Conrail under the Regional Rail Reorganization Act.......... CONRAIL is busy standard-
izing its train radios on the former Penn Central frequencies (Channel #1 is 160.800

Miz, and Channel #2 is 161.070 MHz)......... CONRAIL mail trains 3 and 4, operating be-
tween New York and Washington, will continue to run for another year under a new contract
with the U. 5. Postal Service. These trains carry the Tast working RPO cars in the U.5.
.......... The former READING COMPANY main line between shoemakersville and Hamburg, PA,

will be single-tracked.......... CONRAIL's New Jersey Division has relocated its head-
quarters from New York to Elizabethport, NJ, as part of a consolidated with the former
Elizabeth Division (Jersey Central and Mew York & Long Branch trackage).......... The

NRHS-donated plague commemorating the 75th anniversary of Reading Terminal, which hung
for a number of years near the timetable rack, disappeared shortly after Conrail Day on
April 1. The plagque has been located however, in the possession of the Reading Company
trustees at Plymouth Meeting, and will be returned to the Chapter.......... The Tast U.5.
military group still capable of operating a full-scale railroad, the 706th Transportation
Group-Railway, was disbanded on June 30. Headquartered at Upland, PA, the reserve unit
had once been affiliated with the Pennsylvania Railroad. Until last year the group had
trained on the Fort Eustis Military Railway in Virginia which was recently rebuilt at a
cost of $800,000 and then shut down.......... The first two of AMTRAK's seven Rohr-built,
French-designed Turbotrains will be ready for revenue seryice between New York and
Buffalo as early as August 16.......... ROHR INDUSTRIES, builder of the Amtrak Turbos as
well as rapid transit cars for BART and the Washington Metro, has announced that it is
getting out of the railcar business due to heavy losses..... «+...HOOVER INDUSTRIES of
Wiami, FL is quitting its passenger car rebuilding business because there iz no longer
enough contract work from Amtrak.......... GENERAL ELECTRIC will next year inaugurate a
new system of model designations for its diesel locomotives. Thé new designations will
show wheel arrangement, horsepower and year designed, e.g., a U30C will become a C-30-77
{C-C trucks, 3,000 horsepower, designed in 1977)....... ...Watch for the new film. Silver
Streak starring Gene Wilder, by 20th Century Fox, a mystery-comedy set on board a
Chicago-Los Angeles train. Much of the filming, however, was done on CP RAIL in Canada.
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THE AMERICAN FREEDOM TRAIN

entaiive Sehedule af Display Dates

Milford, CT. {10:00 am) Tue., Aug. 3-Thu., Aug. 5
Providence, RI { 2:00 pm) Fri., Aug. 6-Mon., Aug. 9
New London, CT {12 Noan ) Tue., Aug. 10-Thu., Aug. 12
Meriden, CT { 6:00 pm) Fri., Aug. 13-Sun., Aug. 15
Tarrytown, NY { 6:00 pm) Mon., Aug. 16-Thu., Aug. 19
Newark, HJ [ 4:00 pm) Fri., Aug. 20-Mon., Aug. 23
New Brunswick, NJ { 12 Noon) Tue., Aug. 24-Thu., Aug. 26
Bethlehem, PA { 6:00 pm) Fri., Aug. 27-Sun., Aug. 29
Trenton, NJ 6:00 pm) Mon., Aug. 30-Wed., Sept. 1
Asbury Park, NJ 6:00 pm) Thu., Sept. 2-Mon., Sept. &
Atlantic City, NJ £10:00 am) Wed., Sept. 8-Sat., Sept. 11
Philadelphia, FA f 12 Noon) sun., Sept.12-Tue., Sept. 14 (King of Prussia)
Baltimore, MD (10:00 am) Thu., 5ep. 16-Mon., Sep. 20
Hagerstown, MD (10:00 am) Wed., Sep. 22-Thu., Sep. 23
Washington, DC (10:00 am) sat., Sep. 25-Tue., Sep. 28
Fredericksburg, VA [ 2:00 pm) Wed., Sep. 29-Thu., Sep. 30
Norfolk/Newport News, VA (10:00 am) Sat., Oct. 2 - Thu., Oct. 7
Richmond, VA ( 2:00 pm) Fri., Oct. &-Tue., Oct. 12
Charlottesville, VA { 2:00 pm) Wed., Oct. 13-Thu., Oct. 14
Roanoke, VA (10:00 am) Sat., Oct. 16-Tue., Qct. 19
Danville, VA ( 2:00 pm) Wed., Oct. 20-Thu., Oct. 21
Winston-5alem, NC { 12 Noon) Fri., Oct. 22-Tue., Oct. 26
Fayetteville, NC ( 12 Noon) Wed., Oct. 27-Thu., Oct. 2B
Raleigh, NC { 2:00 pm) Fri., Oct. 29-Mon., Mov. 1

S "In T Ty
o % by ROBERT L. CAMPBELL

.......... SEPTA's problems continued in June when a State investigation of SEPTA's books
brought forth opinion that the financial crisis was manufactured. The statement was
hedged though by saying that SEPTA (which does not have a good credit rating) should have
delayed payment of due bills until July, should have transferred $1.2 million in renova-
tion funds (capital} to operations, and should have invested $14 million in Tong-termn
security instead of short-term for higher interest. Service was eliminated arbitrarily
when the layoffs eliminated extra men who operate unpicked runs, or those whose reqgular
man is on holiday or sick. To make matters worse, the TWU Local 234 Driver's Union pro-
tested the layoff of 345 employees by refusing any overtime. This caused many more trips
to be eliminated. One Saturday night we were informed by an operator that he was one of

only two trolleys operating on subway surface. A crowd of 105,000 attending a rock concert

at JFK Stadium on June 12 had to wait upwards of 3 hours before being able to squeeze on
2 northbound Broad Street Subway train. However, on June 25, an agreement was made be-
(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE B}
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"IN TRANSIT", Continued from Page 7

tween the Authority and TWU Local 234 in which SEPTA agreed to hire back 30 laid-off
employees (20 drivers, 10 maintenance) with TWU members accepting overtime. The City
refuses to allow a fare increase and the suburban counties refuse to up their subsidy
tevel, thus the Board is deadlocked. 5o, A. Russell Parkhouse, chairman of the Montgomery
County Board of Commissioners, has called independent meetings of glected area public
officials to try and solve the crisis and propose a combined fare increase and transit
BEN s ng s DETROLT, MICHIGAM is progressing with its project of operating narrow-gauge
{2* 11") double-ended trolleys {4 closed, 1 open) from Lisbon, Portugal over a single-
track 1ine fn downtown Detroit on Washington Blwd. from Grand Circus Park [where the car-
barn will be located} within the median strip to Michigan over to the east side of the
street and swinging below Fort Street to the west side of Washington Boulevard, and ter-
minating just north of Larned. The poles and brackets are in, some wire is strung, all
trenches and some rail {some dating from 1896) are in. A passing siding will be located
just north of Michigan. The Boam Company, contractor, hopes to complete the $1.3 million
project {split $65,000-State of Michigan, $285,000-City of Detroit, 5450,000-Federal re-
development funds), delayed from July 4 to September 1. The project was delaved by ex-
tensive utility relocation and the making of the east side of Washington Blvd. into a mall.
(Also, a 6th Lisbon car, not for Detroit, is in dead storage in Ann Arbor)...............
PHILADELPHIA's Mid-City Commuter Rail Tunnel will probably be approved, at a cost of more
than 3300 million, in spite of SEPTA's financial condition. A renegotiated contract be-
tween the City and UMTA for tunnel construction still has not yet been signed...........
The head of the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA) went sTumming in Philadel-
phia on July 23. He took a ride on the Broad Street Subway. As he stepped aboard one
of the 1936-built cars, Robert E. Patricelli remarked that he "hadn't seen one of these
outside a museum" - - apparently unaware that many of the original 1928 cars are still
in service. Patricelli, though, also toured the Lindenwold high-speed Tine and, according
to reports, was suitably impressed........... Before leaving Philadelphia, Patricelli
suggested that a regional transit tax may be the key to placing SEPTA on a self-sustaining
basis, and assuring continuance of Federal support which this year amounts to %25 million
in operating subsidies alone. While the City of Philadelphia still opposes a fare increase,
it has been noncommittal on the transit tax idea..........SEPTA's "Antique Trolley Ride",
on the Bicentennial Trolley Loop is scheduled to begin operations at 10 AM Monday, August
& with only the Blackpool Boat Car #603 (built by English Electric 1934) as a two-man car.
Two Peter Witts, #8042 (1923) and 8534 {1926) from the Buckingham Valley Trolley Associ-
ation and Trelley Yalhalla respectively will arrive shortly thereafter. 8042 will be
painted in the green 1940 PTC "Paintliner" scheme, while 8534 s restored to original
condition with wooden seats. The final car, 5326, a 1923 DER (double-end remodelled) is
being restored by the Arden Museum n Washington, PA. The initial schedule Teaving Sth &
Chestnut Streets on a 50-minute headway is 10:00, 10:50, 11:40, 12:30, 1:20, 2:10, 3:00,
and 2:50. This will be modified as conditions warrant.......... Route 75 may be converted
from trackless trolley to a bus operation sometime, possibly November or December to allow
reconstruction of the Wyeming Avenue bridye over Tacony Creek near Parkview Hospital.
The diverted motor coach route would operate over Castor, Wingohocking, Cayuga, I, Ramaona,
H, Wyoming in Juniata Park, the diversion may last from 18 to 24 months........... The 2nd
of 3 new ferryboats, the 750-passenger G.T.{gas turbine} "Marin" was put in service in
June by the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District between Larkspur and
a8 new terminal next to the old Ferry Building in San Francisco (not finished). The 3rd of
the 165-foot, 210-ton, $4.2 million crafts is expected in the Fall.......... How that the
Girard Point Bridge is opened, SEPTA's Route M and the Airport Express have been forced
off of the Penrose Ferry Bridoe by PennDOT, reguiring considerable detour for Route M,
which must service riders at both ends of the Penrose Avenue bridge; so headways have heen
lengthened accordingly, and 8 round trips per weekday and 9 on weekends were knocked off
the schedule to keep the pay hours near the former level.......... Additional changes for
(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 9)
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the Fall include operating some AM trips on Route 5 to the Shape-up Point under the Walt
Whitman Bridge to accommodate the abandonment of Route 0. Route 66 is improving Satur-
day late afternoon rush headway from 10 to 8-1/2 minutes. Routes T and B4, and Routes

57 and 8 are being commingled. PRoute 44G will only operate from Gladwyne to 54th and
City Line. coomawai Route 23 - Germantown Avenue, 1T7th & 12th Streets will return to rail
operation on Sunday, September 5 and will operate out of Luzerne Depot (instead of Ger-
mantown). RS&S [Rolling Stock & Shops) has a mini-rehabilitation program to revive 50
trolley cars for thiz operation. A sharp curve is being put in at 01d York Road and Ger-
mantown Avenue to allow pull-outs to the northbound Tine......... A massive change in Owl
service is contemplated with Routes C, E, G, M, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 23(South of Erie?, 26, 30,
31, 34, 33, 40, 46, 50, 53, 54, 55, 56, &1, 64, 75 to lose all-night service while only
Broad Street Subway, Market-Frankford Subway-Elevated and Routes B, R, BB, 10, 13, 15, 17,
23 (north of Erie), 33, 36, 42, 47, 52, 59T, 60, 66 and 79 retaining 24-hour service.
Hote 6B owl covers part of Route L and R-owl covers part of Routes A, Jd, and 73..........
SEPTA has installed an electronic announcement board at 69th Street with information on
bus routes departure times and platforms, similar to airport and rail station boards.....
..... 15 institutions along the Cultural Loop and Olde City Loop routes will be offering
discount admissions to riders........... On June 3 and 4, buses shaped Tike old trolleys
began offering free rides between the Tourist Center at 16th & JFK to Philadelphia's

City Hall and back. On June 12, 15 of these vehicles (misnamed "trolley buses") began
offering service between the Tourist Center, Art Museum, Zoo, Memorial Hall and 10 Fair-
mount Park mansions for $1 adult and 50¢ children fare. These "trolley buses" have been
very successful, operating during peak periods with standing loads on an apparent 4-minute
headway and early in July extended their run to Independence Mall.......... The negw SEPTA
tamper has been adjusted now to fit the 69th Street Loop.......... The REGIONAL TRANSPOR-
TATION AUTHORITY in CHICAGD is having similar problems to SEPTA, however, with a differ-
ence. [ts Daley-backed chairman, Milton Fikarsky, has been asked to resign by the sub-
urban members. Moreover, the CTA, still relatively independent entity, is relatively
unscathed although the issuance of public timetabTles has been discontinued due to confu-
sion between the agencies.......... Commuter boat service between Boston and Hingham, MA,
started up again on June 14 with 7:10 and 7:40 am trips from Hingham and 5:30 PM from
Boston. Round trip ticket costs $3.00, and boats are 30D-passenger "Rocket I1I" and T150-
passenger "Spaview"...... ++..10 operate the summer schedule, SEPTA City Transit Division
requires 157 trolleys, 63 trackless, 944 buses, and 210 rapid transit cars.....oovevvnunns
The Manhattan-Queens trunk subway may be delayed due to a Federal funding shortage (which
1-1/2 years ago eliminated the 2nd Avenue Subway). The section at stake is the 5.8 mile
"super-express” bypsss stopping only at Woodside, paralleling the LONG ISLAND RAIL RDAD,
costing $2B0-400 million, from Sunnyside Yard to Yellowstone Boulevard. The entire con-
struction project, to be completed in 1983, will cost $1.4 billion and may include an
extension from Jamaica to Springfield Gardens.......... KANSAS CITY PUBLIC SERVICE PCC
#795, which operated 1941-1957 and had been displayed in Swope Park since then, has been
so vandalized that a junk man has paid $110 to remove the 19-ton, 27,500 car..........
The GREATER CLEVELAND REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY is testing the Boeing-Vertel standard
Light Rail Vehicle for possible use on the SHAXER HEIGHTS RAPID TRAMSIT, which currently
uses multiple-unit operation with up to 5 PCC's.......... There iz a possibility that a
Tight rail system may come to Havana if Richard Soberman and the Urban Transportation
Development Corporation of Toronto are able to sel] their consulting services to the
Cubans.......... A subway alarm system for Toronto's subways is being proposed as part of
a $302,000 security package. A passenger could press a switch, which sounds an audible
alarm and turns on exterior 1ights; the crew radios transit control, operates to next
station, and with doors closed to platform will go to aid passenger who made the alarm.

{PLEASE TURM TO PAGE 10)
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......... On July 4th, SEPTA carried enormous loads with 6-car subway trains operating on
Saturday frequencies. 5th Street Station was closed for 3 hours due to the crush of
PEOPIE. e v wnns On the same day, Boston's MBTA added Green Line tralley service; NYCTA
added 948 subway trips, doubling its Sunday ridership.......... The CHICAGD TRANSIT AUTHOR-
ITY has issued its first downtown transit map showing bus and "L"-subway routes..........
Using 6 D-type cars, the NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORITY on July 17 operated a "Nostalgia
Special” carrying 330 people who paid $3 apiece to ride 4 hours, including the IND Rocka-
way Line from 6th Ave. and 57th Street....... ...The META {Boston) haz received an UMTA
grant of $21 million to build a station at South JQuincy {near junction of Routes 3 and

128 - major expressways) on the Red Line and an added $37.4 million to buy cars for the
Blue and Orange lines, improved power eguipment and other sundry expenses. The META must
provide matching funds of $15 million and quell the opposition of Quincy mayor 1o this new
staton....... ...A 9-mile narrow-gauge steam line, called the HUCKLEBERRY RAILROAD, has
opened up outside of Flint, MI.......... Historic {1835) Union Station in New London, CT,
has been restored by AMTRAK rather than being torn down. Built by Henry Hobson Richardson,
and owned by New London's Redevelopment Authority, it will be partially leased to Amtrak
for $45,000 per year.......... This Spring, the BOSTON AND MAINE has upgraded the Eastern
Route between Boston and Beverly, raising speed limit to 60 MPH, cutting 6-7 minutes off
running time and increasing train frequency. This MBTA project includes Budd ROC refur-
bishment. Some minor improvements were made to Lowell and Acton, but the one round-trip
to Lawrence was dropped in June.......... The Roosevelt Island aerial tramway began opera-
tion May 18, a $6.8 million system, starting from Znd Avenue and 60th Street. The cars
reach a height of 135 feet, with maximum spesd 16.34 MPH, capacity 125 people, operating

6 AW - 2 AM with 15 minute or better headways, 50¢ fare.......... A hearing has been held
on Camden's $13 million transportation terminal at Broadway & Mickle to include a concourse
to PATCO's Broadway station, a bus terminal and parking garage.......... The META iz painting
its 02 older Red Line cars, formerly in the Commonwealth colors of blue and white, bright
red on the bottom half with a top half of white and roof of light grey.......... On Friday,
July 2, the Citizens United for Safer Transportation demonstrated against SEPTA at E2nd

& Elmwood from 3-5 PM, holding up service on trolley route 36 and bus route G..........
The computerized signalling on MBTA's South Shore Line is being abandoned dus to inability
to maintain a complex system which yields no economic benefits (besides the cost of con-
verting the older "Bluebird" cars), wayside signals will replace.......... MUNI (San Fran-
cisco) plans to restore trolley coach service on its 41-UNION-HOWARD line in 2 $670,000
project, which will also provide turnback loops on Routes 41, 47, 3 and 1, %o be funded by
the Hetch Hetchy Water and Power System, about a year from now...... ... .For the Euchar-
istic Congress, SEPTA planned to provide extra service on the Market-Frankford Tine, an
all-day 5-minute headway on Saturday, August 7 {in lieu of the current &-minute for the
Bicentennial, which is in lieu of 7-1/2 minutes on normal Saturdays). On Sunday, August
8, a G-minute headway will operate from 11:27 AM to 9:33 PM (in lieu of the normal 10
minutes) from Fern Rock, and an additional &-minute service from Girard to Pattison from
1:24 PM to 9:54 PM, giving a combined 3-minute "Streak"..........SEPTA City Transit
Division has begun to convert its trolley poles from the present wheel arrzngement fo
s1iding carbon shoe, The 1ines operated by Luzerne (Route &, 50, 53, 60) should be con-
verted by some time in August, followed in the Fall by Callowhill and Woodland..........
The 5th Street Subway Station on SEPTA's Market Street Subway was formally dedicated on
May 27. An interesting aspect of the funding of this was the contribution of 375,000 by
15 firms, including Philadelphia Mational Bank, Rohm & Haas, and Penn Mutual Life Insur-
ance Company..... ... MPSA fans can catch the following trains, according to Vice-Presi-
dent John Pawson: 4:45 to Paoli(5 cars), 5:15 to Elwyn (11 cars), 5:31 to Wilmingten (7).
The four original Pioneer I11's run as 5:33 to Paoli. Fioneer I1I's are now numbered
244-248. One car is kept for spare. Silverliner IV's are not being mixed in trains of
Silverliners or Lateliners.

—



CINDERS July-August, 1976 Page 11

1976 CONVENTION PLANS FINALIZED; TICKET SALES PROGRESSING WELL

The 1976 Convention of the National Railway Historical Society, co-hosted by your
Chapter and the West Jersey Chapter here in our own City of Brotherly Love, is almost a
reality. Final plans have been made, and all that remains is to fill the ticket orders,
which are flowing in on a daily basis, and execute the Convention for our fellow members
from around the United States.

The many Tong hours of planning, begun in 1972-73, iz winding down towards the big
weekend which will see rail enthusiasts from as far away as Hawaii invade Philadelphia and
sample the wide variety of rail transportation accommodations that we have taken for
granted all these years.

Convention brochures were mailed on July 12, and a committee consisting of numerous
Chapter members assewmbled at President Eastwood's home on July 8 and 9 to enclosed, seal
and bag all 9270 pieces. This is one of the rare times that the host Chapter has taken
it upon itself to mail the Convention brochures to the Society's members. Previous years
has found the National organization's printer preparing the mailings, at greater cost to
the Society.

Our activities are fully outlined in the Convention brochure, but additienal infor-
mation is being provided here to supplement what was known earlier.

On Thursday, September 2, a chartered SEPTA motorcoach will leave the Bellevue-5trat-
ford Hotel and take the visitors to the Living History Museum, where a walking tour of the
shrines of historic Philadelphia will begin. If there are those Chapter members who are
particularly well-versed in their old Philadelphia history. a volunteer or two is needed
to provide commentary and lead a small group of members around the shrines of Philadelphia.

Thursday evening, we will board a special car ¢r two on a regular PATCO train for the
Lindenwald Shop tour. Tour times will be posted on an information beard in the Viennese
Room of the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, where registration will be conducted. Return from
Lindenwold will leave about 7:45 p.m., and it is expected that we will have an opportunity
to photograph PATCO work eguipment at Lindenwold upon arrival there.

On Friday, exira cars will be added to the 9:15 a.m. Warminster Local, for the trip
to Warminster and on to New Hope. Our special train will Teave Warminster immediately in
front of the regularly scheduled NH&I train. For those who desire, it will be possible to
detrain at Buckingham Valley to ride the trolley, although this will cut down on the time
in Hew Hope. The only Tunch facilities available to those who want to ride the trolley
will be the hot dog stands at Buckingham Valley or New Hope. Those who skip the trolley
operation will have abcut 2 hours to browse in New Hope and eat lunch. Photo run-bys will
be operated on the southbound trip, which will leave Hew Hope at 1:30 p.m., and arrive
Harminstar in time to ride the 3:30 train to Reading Terminal.

Friday evening, there will be the harbor tour, which now leaves from Penn's Landing,
rather than at the foot of Race Street. This would be & nice family affair, with buffet
supper, and we suggest you order tickets early for this event, as the capacity on the
"Showboat" is quite Timited.

On Saturday morning, we will depart Suburban Station on Amtrak Train £603 at 8:00 am.
Extra Silverliners will be placed in the train. Conestoga Traction buses will transport
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1976 CONVENTION PLANS FINALIZED (Continued from Page 11)

our members to the Strasburg Rail Road, for a trip down the line. After that, a visit to
the Pennsylvania State Railroad Museum, where a barbecue lunch will be served, which is in-
tluded in the ticket price.

On Saturday evening, the annual Convention Bangquet will be held in the Grand Ballroom
of the Bellevue-5tratford Hotel. Our guest speaker will be Mr. Paul H. Reistrup, President
of Amtrak. Mr. Reistrup's remarks will, to be sure, provide Society members with an
interesting insight into future operations of Amtrak, both Nationwide and in the Northeast
Corridor, as well.

The mainline excursion on Sunday, September 5, will feature a trip behind a GB1 (we're
hopeful of having CONRAIL #4800) from Philadelphia to Perryville, MD, then wvia the Port
Hoad to Harrisburg, PA. From there, we will return via the main Tine to Philadelphia,
hopefully using the Downington fredight bypass as part of our route. This trip has already
far outsold other events at the Convention, and 1t is expected fo be & sellout, as seats
not taken by August 15 will be opened up to the Philadelphia Chapter trip Tist.

On Monday, we will cover the Red Arrow, in an unusual "dual" operation ocuting. There
will be simultaneous morning outings on both the Morristown and broad-gauge 1ines, with
repeats of each trip in the afternoons, demand warranting, of course. The groups will swap
at noontime. Equipment for the Monday outing will be two Bullet cars on the Norristown
Line, and Center-door car #73 and an "80" car on the Broad Gauge lines.

Tables for the sale of publications, etc., are available for rental from the Con-
vention Committee in the Viennsse Room of the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. Tables cost $10.,
and are very,limited. There will be absolutely no selling permitted on board the ex-
cursions on any day......sales will be limited to the hotel.

Optional box lunch is available for the Sunday trip, and space to order this lunch
is provided on the Convention Ticket Order Form.

Co-Chairmen George C. Springer and Larry Eastwood still need personnel to perform
certain tasks on certain days of the Convention, although Trip Conmittee assignments are
filled. Phone President Eastwood evenings between 7-3 p.m., and advise what evenings
you may be available, or weekdays.

This is your Convention this year, and we're proud to host the Society to the Bicen-
tennial City in this historic year. We're also gratified by the response from Chapter
members thus far, and for those who have not ordered tickets for the events they plan to
attend, it is suggested that these orders for tickets be executed swiftly, as certain
events are of limited capacity, and will be shut off.




