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Blueliner Special "Scorches Ballast” to Parkesburg

Once again, SEPTA's famed
Blueliners have ventured into
new territory on a Philadelphia
Chapter excursion. On Sunday,
June 8, a 143-mile trip to Nor-

. ristown, International Airport
and Parkesburg included a seg-
ment of Amtrak's ex-Pennsylvan-
ia Railroad mainline to Harris-
burg which these former Reading
cars were visiting for the
first time in their long car-
eers.

With 200 paying passengers
on board, blue-and-white open-
window cars 9116, 9123 and 9135
blazed along the high iron west
of Paoli at 75 mph, the maximum
timetable speed for these 55-

SEPTA Blueliner special, sponsored by Philadelphia Chapter, pauses at year old cars. On a sunshiny,
Parkesburg, PA on June 8, 1986. Trip marked the first time that these 90-degree afterncon, it proved
ex—Reading cars had ever traveled west of Paoli on Amtrak's former to be an exhilirating experi-
Pennsy mainline. ~=PHOTO BY JAMIE PARANZINO ence for everyone on board.

The three-car special left 30th Street Station's upper level on time at 10:05 AM, proceeding through
the center city tunnel and on to Norristown. At DeKalb Street station, the SEPTA crew spotted the train beneath
the Norristown High Speed Line viaduct, which allowed photographers to capture a vintage scene of ex-Philadel-
phia & Western Bullet car #203 passing over the Blueliners. Coincidentally, both the P&W and Reading cars were
built in the same year--1931.
: (Continued on Page 11}

ANOTHER PRIVATE CAR TRIP WITH “CARITAS” PLANNED FOR AUGUST 24

Philadelphia Chapter is attempting to repeat the success of its recent private varnish tour by
arranging a second trip with the luxurious car Caritas on Sunday, August 24. The proposed route would be from
30th Street Station, Philadelphia, to New Hope and return via SEPTA and the New Hope & Ivyland Raijlroad.

The tentative departure time is 9:40 AM, with a return to 30th Street about 5:30 PM. To be hauled by
a diesel locomotive on SEPTA, the special train will pass through the center city tunnel in at least one direc-
tion. Diesel power is also expected on the NH&I, though it is possible that steam locomotive #40 may be avail-
able to haul the Caritas from New Hope to Warminster. Photo stops will be made enroute.

(Continued on Page 4)
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SEPTEMBER 6, 1986: Rail facility cruise in New York harbor aboard Circle Line
tour boat, sponsored by Tri-State Chapter NRHS., Leaves NJ Transit Hoboken Terminal at
9:15 AM, returns about 5 PM. Food, beverages and restrooms available on the boat. Tour
includes close-up views of present and former rail plers and marine facilities 1n vast
New York Harbor, including Port Newark container complex and carfloat operations of
New York Cross Harbor Railroad. Fare: $25 per person. Map and information package
available for additional $17.95. Order tickets from: Tri-State Railway Historical r
Society, P. 0. Box 2243, Clifton, NJ 07015, encloging stamped, self-addressed envelope.
For further information, telephone 201-488-5429.

SEFPTEMBER 20: Proposed date for Amtrak excursion from Washington, DC to
Salisbury, MD and return via Amtrak and Conrail, sponsored by Washington, DC Chapter
NRHS. For information, write: Washington, DC Chapter NRHS, P. 0. Box 487, Washington,
DC 20044, enclosing stamped, self-addressed envelope.

SEPTEMBER 26-29: "Private varnish” tour from Philadelphia to Montreal, Que.,
and return aboard Amtrak's Montrealer, sponscred by Silver Carpet Lines, Inc. and
arranged by Chapter Members John Nacey and Doug Watts. Luxurious round-trip accommo-
dations in private cars, all meals and snacks with open bar while on the train and one-
night stay in Queen Elizabeth Hotel are included in tour package. Train leaves 30th Street Station 8:26 PM
Friday, returns $:20 AM Monday., Total cost is $1,800 for double bedroom (two persons) and $948 for single room-
ette, with full payment due by September 1. Special discount of ten percent off applies if full payment is made
by August 15. Maximum of 24 passengers can be accommedated. For reservations, brochure or further information,
write: Silver Carpet Lines, 1507 Foleroft Avenue, Folcroft, PA 19032 (telephone 215-622-1900).

SEPTEMBER 27: Hoboken Terminal Festival VI at former Lackawanna terminal, Hoboken, NJ, sponsored by
NJ Transit. Train rides, Circle Line boat tour, display of rail and bus equipment, flea market.. This is the
largest rail event in the East. Hours 11 AM to 5 PM. Admission free.

e
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SEPTEMBER 28: Railroadiana and model railroad show sponsored by Lehigh Valley Chapter NRHS at Dieruff
High School, Washington & Irving Streets, Allentown, PA, 10 AM to & PM. Admission: $2 per person ($3 per fam-

ily). For information, write: Paul Kuehner, P. O. Box 300, Laurys Statiom, PA 18059, enclosing stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

OCTOBER 3-6: Repeat of September 26-29 private varmish trip from Philadelphia to Montreal and return,
sponsored by Silver Carpet Lines. Same discount applies. See item above for details.

OCTOBER 4: "Railfan Special” RDC excursion over 40 route miles of ex—-PRR trackage out of Bellefonte,
FA, now operated by Nittany & Bald Eagle Railroad. Sponsored by Bellefonte Historical Railroad, State-cwned
RDC-1 #9167 {ex-New Haven #40) will leave Bellefonte station at 11 AM for Dale Summit, Pleasant Gap, Colesville,
Milesburg, Curtin and Vail, returning to Bellefonte about 4 PM. Trip includes portions of Pennsy Bald Eagle
branch and remnant of Bellefonte Central Railroad. Passengers should bring their own lunches. Fares: $18
adults, %15 children (under 12). Order tickets from: Bellefonte Historical Railroad Society, c/o Michael

Bezilla, 1503 South Allen Street, State College, PA 16801, making checks payable to the Scciety and enclosing
stamped, self-addressed envelope.

OCTOBER 5: Amtrak excursion from Lancaster to Wellsboro Junction, PA and return via Amtrak and Con-
rail; including rail trip through the scenic Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania, sponsored by Lancaster Chapter NRHS.
Train leaves Lancaster 6:30 AM, returns 11:50 PM. Fare: $65 per person, including bus tour to Canyon rim.

Order tickets from: Lancaster Chapter NRHS, 342 West Fritz Avenue, Quarryville, PA 17566-1312, enclosing
stamped, self-addressed envelope. )

OCTOBER 25: Tenth annual Strasburg Special from Washington, DC to Strasburg, PA and return, sponsored
by Washingten, DC Chapter MRHS. Amtrak train will operate via Philadelphia to and from Leaman Place, PA, where
transfer will be made to Strasburg Rail Road special. Fares: $59 adults, $55 children, $99 for first class ser-
vice aboard Washington Chapter's private car Dover Harbor. Order tickets from: Strasburg Special, P. 0. Box 456,
Laurel, MD 20707, enclosing stamped, self-addressed envelope.

OCTOBER 26: SEPTA Blueliner special using newly-refurbished cars, sponsored by Philadelphia Chapter
NRHS. Schedule, itinerary and fares to be determined. Further information in September Cinders.

NOVEMBER 1: Octoraro Rallway excursion from Greenville, DE to Modena, PA and return, sponsored by
Wilmington Chapter NRHS. Ex-Toledo, Peoria & Western Alco RS2 will be used. Train leaves Greenville 10 AM,
recturns about 4 PM, Fares: $16 adults, $13 children (5-12). Order tickets from: Wilmington Chapter NRHS,
P. 0. Box 1261, Wilmington, DE 19899, enclosing stamped, self-addressed envelope.

BOVEMBER 23: Special excursion on Broad Street and Ridge Avenue subways using only remaining historic
cars, including City-owned #1 restored to original 1928 appearance. Co-sponsored by Buckingham Valley Trolley
Association and Philadelphia Chapter NRHS. Tentative departure time from SEPTA Fern Rock station 1s 1 PM,

Fare: $12 per person for BVTA or Philadelphia Chapter members, $15 for non-members, $15 on day of crip.
Capacity limited to only three cars. Order tickets from BVTA, c/o George Metz, 130 Springton Lake Road, Media,
PA 19063-1826, making checks payable to "George Metz" and enclosing stamped, self-addressed envelope. Trip
flyers will be available at September meeting of Philadelphia Chapter.
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EL SIMON

= ON THE SCENE

After a gap of over 20 years, Amtrak has restored through passenger service from the Corridor to Cape
Cod. The 2:00 PM Metroliner from Washington to New York is extended to Hyannis, MA op Friday evenings. On
Saturdays, Train 270 leaves New York at 9:50 AM, arriving Hyannis at 3:50 PM. Train 198 from Philadelphia at
7:20 AM provides a connection. Trains leave Hyannis for New York at 2:00 PM Saturdays and 3:55 PM Sundays,
with both trains terminating at New York but with connections south.

Member Howard Dash and myself made the trip on Saturday, July 17. The six-car train consisted of
Metroliner Service cars-- a full club, a dinette and four coaches. Two coaches were being deadheaded for the
Sunday return trip. Our train left 10 minutes late, and was further delayed 20 minutes at New Rochelle due
to electrical work being performed by Metro-North and the resultant diesel-powering of every train east of that
point. We received an F4Q0 ahead of our dead AEM-7. The Cape Cod trains make the regular stops to New Haven, and
then operate non-stop to Providence, receiving passengers only. The first discharge stop is at Attleboro, MA,
where a Conrail pilot is picked up.

The line from Attleboro to Taunton, MA is “dark", but there are signs of former facilities such as
signals turned away at "Cotley", the junction east of Taunton with the line to New Bedford and Fall River,
The train maintains a respectable speed along the route, except through Taunton itself. East of Middleboreo, the
route follows that used for saveral years by Cape Cod & Hyannis trains between Hyannis and Braintree -- and a Bay
Colony pilot is used. Amtrak's service crew and trainmen work through to Hyannis as well, Heaviest trains are
the Friday run up and Sunday back. On Saturdays, the two trains meet at "Buttermilk" siding a mile or so west
of Buzzards Bay. The train is wyed at Yarmouth, about two miles west of Hyannis. Service operates through Sep-
tember 14 and all seats are reserved.

Several other schedule changes took effect in our area July 3, coincident with the start of the Cape
Cod service. There is no longer a Friday Metroliner to Mew Haven, because the equipment continues on to Hyannis
(and hence no westbound Saturday Metroliner from New Haven). The Sunday Metroliner to New Haven operates three
hours later. The Friday/Sunday 7 PM Metro from New York to Washington now runs an hour later.

Liberty Weekend was a major traffic generator, with heavy travel on Amtrak as well as NJ Transit.
Both 1ines operated extra trains and equipment. For instance, Amtrak planned to use MBTA cars between Boston
and New Haven on several advance sections, connecting for New York to Metro-North trainsets. Amtrak also bor-
rowed 14 SEPTA Silverliners to cover Philadelphia~Harrisburg trains. The Capitol Liners were used on two six-
car Philadelphia-New York trainsets (but one, overcome by the chance to once again stretch its legs on the main
line, expired at Trenton on Sunday). Sixteen Maryland DOT coaches were noted Sunday, July 6 on New York-Washing-
ton trains. Amtrak also borrowed two Metro-North trainsets to augment Grand Central-Albany service.

Elsewhere on Amtrak, I noted that Baltimore's new track layout routes freights through the station
with the bypass tracks south of the station now removed. At Baltimore and Washington, four F40's are assigned
to haul MARC commuter trains. Three haul new Sumitomo consists on the Amtrak route to Baltimore, while the
fourth handles the MARC replacement for Amtrak's Blue Ridge te Martinsburg.

In electric motive power, Two E60's have been repainted recently -- boiler unit 951 is the first of
its type to be repainted, and 604, which ran for a time in the old colors but new number, has re-emerged from
Wilmington in the new Tivery, so all seven active 600's have been repainted. A1l AEM-7's are in service except
924, which got the short end of the Hell Gate accident two years ago, Likewise, two "boiler" E6Q's (954, 955)
and one HEP E60 (969) are out of service at Wilmington with wreck or fire damage.

Three more Capitol Liner cars.have been selected for the cab car conversion program-- 823, 852 and
882 join eight previously selected.

In the diesel area, two P30CH's are retired (713, 715), while 701, 709 and 720 are at Beech Grove.
The remaining 20 "Pooches" are usually assigned to the Sunset Limited and Auto Train. An Amtrak FL9 once again
ran between Boston and New Haven. On July 6, Train 197 had F40 #321 and FLO 491, the latter having been at New
Haven shop for attention. Ten F40PH's have been at Beech Grove for an extended period due to wreck damage.
Only two have been in more than a year -- 202 _(August, 1984) and 371 (October 1982),

A Took at Amtrak's motive power roster at mid-year shows little change since January. A sale of
locomotives earlier this year did clean out most of the retired power, However, three RS3's (103, 126, 127)
remain along with E units 468-470 and nine SDP40F's, plus ex-Army Alco switcher 746.

¢ (Continued on Page 4)



Page 4 Summer, 1986 CINDERS
ON THE SCENE (Continued from Page 3) -

In the rolling stock line, 79 steam cars remain in "stored" status along with about 40 cars "retired".
No new retirements this year, but Amtrak did sell off about seven Amfleet, Superliner and hi-level cars which
had been retired in December, 1985. The new 1400-series "material handling" cars are coming on stream. They
have been coming up from Atlanta on the Crescent, and are being set up at Amtrak's Bear, DE maintenance facility.
I saw 13 cars come up on July 20 on Train 222 for revenue service, :

My New England travels permitted me to sample the Cape Cod & Hyannis service, which started between
Hyannis and Braintree on July 13, with two round trips on weekends and a third weekdays. There are no Buzzards
Bay-Falmouth trains this year due to deteriorated track conditions. The train I rode had two ex-New Haven GP9's
(no air whistle, though), an ex-Bessemer & Lake Erie combine, two ex-VIA coaches which now have no air-condition-
ing, an ex-VIA lunch counter car, ex-Amtrak coach 5425 and a first class car. The one we rode was a leased
ex-Rig Grande lounge (later Penn Central and-Amtrak) called 113 - Eagle Canon, and painted yellow and black,
lettered "Pere Marquette". But, the car was scheduled to be replaced by another leased car, "ACL 257" (later
Amtrak 3336). The observation and parlor-diner don't seem to-be in service regularly, however. CC&H's route is
via Middleboro and Brockton over former double track with out-of-service T{S. Trains take about twice as long
to cover the route as a non-stop bus, but do make a number of stops, and of course provide a number of amenities.
Where eise can one buy a bottle of Moet champagne at a lunch counter?

Other wanderings in the Boston area found me venturing to Lowell via a B&M train, and a three-block
walk to the railroad crossing finds you coming upon the Mational Park Service trolleys, operating from the Mack
Building on Dutton Street. The two open cars are 1601-1602, built by Gomalco of Ida Grove, IA, on existing
Australian trucks. Cars are scheduled to operate every 15 minutes. Although cars run in conjunction with tours
of canals or mill buildings, you can make the ride of a half-mile or so and return on the car for free. Cars
run dajly 9 AM - 6 PM from May 23 to October 6.

- A visit to MBTA permitted examination of the Type 7 streetcar for the Green Line. These cars have
folding doors and roof-mounted air-conditioning, Numbered from 3600 up, they'll allow 11 additional cars in
1ine service, plus restoration of Huntington Avenue cars to Brigham Circle {(which started July 27). - No plans
have been announced for restoring service the full length of the Arborway 1ine yet. Ominously, MBTA does state
that retirement of some LRV's will take place as deliveries continue.

In news around New York, Metro-North added a third push-pull train to its New Haven Line, running in
fact to that city. Until new M-4 electric cars are received, this train plus four conventional trains will
soldier on. Sixteen Metro-North and 22 ex-SEMTA coaches remain active. The SEMTA ACF cars equip Train 1313
(seven cars) and the Budds are on Train 1323 (eight cars) while the M-N cars are assigned to Trains 1317 (six

Ear;} and)1319 (eight cars). M-N cars are 2100-2114 and 2127 while SEMTA cars are 101-112 (Budd) and 4808-4817
ACF cars), :

PATH has received its first four new PA-4 class rapid transit cars, The 95 car order will be num-
bered 801-895 and I believe all will have cabs. Since they have three doors per side instead of two, the des-
tination signs are mounted over the windows rather than the doors. PATH's first four refurbished "PA" cars are
in test service between Journal Square and 33rd Street. The set is numbered 610-103-131-696.

NYCTA's first two trains of Westinghouse-Amrail R68 subway cars have entered service on the "D" Line.
The 225 cars will be numbered 2501-2725 and will replace the remaining cars in classes R10 and R16. Plans are
to purchase 200 cars each in 1988 and 1989 for IND-BMT service. [f the Budd-built R32 cars pass a structural
integrity test, they will be refurbished and air-conditioned and the 400 new cars will replace what will then be
the only remaining non-air-conditioned cars in New York, the approximately 540 R27's and R30's.
In Washington, DC, WMATA's Orange Line west from Ballston is in the median of Interstate 66, serving

four stations. The West Falls Church station is a three-track layout, and two tracks are provided beyond for
turnbacks.

Finally, Conrail in mid-June has only 188 567-engined EMD units on its active roster (I am not sure
if the two E8's are 567 or 645-equipped). One GP9 (7267) remains because it is a slug master assigned to
Indianapolis, 137 switchers and 48 GP10 road-switchers. Twenty-one SW8's and 22 SW7's are the oldest active
examples of these machines. There are 150 units remaining active on CR's roster which had originated with other
than Penn Central. Reading contributed the most, 81 units, but others include: 23 Lehigh Valley, 13 Erie Lacka=

\nraufmgri1 10 Lackawanna, 10 Jersey Central, six Indianapolis Union, two Erie, two PRSL, two Indiana Harbor Belt and
one Amtrak.

ANOTHER PRIVATE CAR TRIP WITH "CARITAS” PLANNED FOR AUGUST 24 (Continued from Page 1)

‘Final approvals have not been received at this writing from SEPTA or the NH&I and costing has not

been completed. However, it appears that a fare of $75 per person or slightly above will be necessary for the
Chapter to break even on this unique excursion.

Those who rode Caritas on the May 17 trip over SEPTA lines will attest to the elegance of the car, as
well as the superb food and service offered throughout the day. Those wishing to participate in this excursion
are reminded that not more than 22 persons can be carried. They should call President Frank Tatnall immediately
at 215-977-1400, or Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769, for reservations and further information.
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ALy,

FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.

SEPTA is proposing to shut down a four-mile stretch of its commuter Mainline (former Reading Ninth
Street Branch) during the sunmers of 1989, 1990 and 1991, in order to rebuild or replace about 45 deteriorated
bridges between Wayne Junction and Brown Street. This $175-million project, which is certain to generate wide-
spread controversy, will be discussed at a public hearing set for 10 AM August 25 in SEPTA's center city head-
quarters. Also to be aired at the hearing are other phases of the agency's Fiscal Year 1987 capital budget,

The rationale for a total shutdown of the Mainlime is that the bridgework can be per-
formed faster and at Tess cost than attempiing to do it under trafiic. However, a sizeable num-
ber of the 95,000 daily commuters on the Regional Rail system would be forced to transfer to the
. Broad Street subway or other transit lines for part of the distance to and from center city, and
| the fear is that many of them might abandon the rails altogether. Riders of the Fox Chase,

i Lansdale-Doylestown, Warminster and West Trenton routes would probably change to the subway at
Logan station, as they did during the one-month emergency shutdown in late 1984, but it is un-
clear how passengers on the Chestnut Hi11 East and Norristown Lines would be handled.

Meanwhile, SEPTA has bequn work on a separate $27-million program to rebuild 19 of the bridges on its
list of "critical” structures, including the Broad Street overpass at Logan station. Other hridges to receive
heavy repairs are those near Elkins Park and Melrose Park stations on the Mainiine, the Darby Creek bridge on
the West Chester Line and the Cresheim Creek bridge on the Chestnut Hi1l West Line.

The Blueliners are having a rough summer. With many of the 55-year-old cars out for repairs or rehab,
there are usually just 12 or T3 of the 28 Blues available for service on any given day, While expresses 9342/
9367 on the Media-Elwyn route and 6337/6370 from and to West Trenton generally have Blues, the old cars run only
intermittently to Paoli and Chestnut Hill East..........The first of the Blueliners to be cosmetically restored
by General Electric arrived back at Wayne Electric Shop on July 18. Resplendent in new "bus-style" red, white
and blue paint, #9109 is to receive rebuilt trucks and other mechanical work before returning to active service,
Car #9128 will be the next released, followed by 9119, 9120 and 9124..........Paoli-bound train 9511 with five
Blues lost two of its‘pantographs at 16th Street Junction about 5:40 PM on July 15, causing a number of delays
to other trains,

Still, there's some good news for Blueliner partisans. SEPTA has been invited to send two of the
vintage cars to NJ TRANSIT's sixth annual Hoboken Terminal festival on September 27, and a Hollywood movie com-
pany has asked that the Blues appear in scenes for "The In Crowd," now being filmed in Philadelphia. Cars 9111
and 9116 were lined up to go to Allen Lane station in Mount Airy on the night of August 1, where dance numbers
were being filmed for this 1950's-era story of the "American Bandstand" legend. But the rains came and the
Blues' date with Hollywood had to be postponed until September,

SEPTA's indecision on new commuter rail cars will serve to prolong the career of the Blueliner fleet
for up to five more years--hence the money being spent to rehab them. Untjl now, the thinking has been that
about 35 "SilverTiner V" self-propelled MU's should be acquired, but SEPTA is now reported to be considering a
plagg;or push-pull Tocomotive-hauled cars similar to those recently purchased by Maryland's MARC system and by
N NSIT.

SEPTA's general fare increase effective July 6 resulted in a 25-cent boost in peak-hour fares, while
off-peak fares rose 25 cents in Zones | through 3 and 75 cents in Zones 4 and 5. The afternoon peak-hour period
was extended from 6 to 6:30 PM and the fare on Airport trains increased to 34 at all times. The price of weekly
and monthly TrailPasses, however, remained the same.

SEPTA reissued its R2, R3 and R8 timetables on August 3 to reflect minor schedule adjustments as well
-@s_the new fares and peak-hour periods. "Gecond editions" of the April 27 RT, R5 and R7 timetables also appeared,
showing the new fares, and SEPTA announced that it would soon issue a wallet-size card timetable for RS to test
the public's reaction. Many other systems such as AMTRAK and NJ TRANSIT already make use of card timetables to
cut printing costs.........SEPTA may soon need to redesign its timetable cover to show the new skyscrapers which
will overshadow City Hall tower....... ...SEPTA issued a special R7 timetable showing added service to and from
Trenten during the Statue of Liberty weekend July 4-6. Unfortunately, clerks at center city ticket offices
thought that this was an entirely new issue, and threw out their supplies of regular R7 timetables.

SEPTA in July reached tentative contract agreements with three of its 12 commuter rail unions, but
the 160 members of the Transport Workers Union promptly voted to reject the pact. TWU leaders later threatened
a strike for August 1 but went back to the bargaining table after being reminded that the Railway Labor Act
prohibits such strikes until after the full Federal mediation process is completed. The old three-year contracts
covering about 1,250 rail workers expired on June 30.

(Continued on Page 6)
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PHILADELPHIA EXPRESS (Continued from Page 5)

SEPTA has asked for bids from private operators to provide rail service between Fox Chase and Newtown
and between Norristown and Pottstown. Operators would be required to furnish their own labor and equipment.
The pre-bid meeting was heTd August 12 and bid openings are set for September 19,..........Railpace reports that
SEPTA is considering extension of its Downingtown rail service to Parkesburg, the westernmost station in Chester
County, and that PennDOT may seek to have SEPTA take over the Philadelphia-Harrisburg service from Amtrak.....
----.SEPTA plans to open its new Ivy Ridge station platform on the ex-Reading Norristown Line in early September,
thus eliminating the need for the present Ivy Ridge station. The former Pennsy line between Ivy Ridge and Cyn-
wyd was shut down in May--possibly for good..... «oeco3perry rail detection car #149 was spotted on SEPTA August 9.

The $1.5-million rengvation of Jenkintown station was celebrated at a July 15 ceremony, formally open-
ing the Greenwood Grille restaurant in the 55-year-o1d building which now contains a smaller SEPTA ticket office
and waiting room on the south side. Inquirer Food Critic Elaine Tait, however, gave the new restaurant a less
than enthusiastic review in her column of July 13. Chapter Member William H. Polk has formed the Jenkintown
Station Improvement Committee to address the parking, traffic and security probiems in the area of the station,
still one of the busiest in the SEPTA system.

Trackwork on_the Regional Rail Division has caused some service disruptions this summer. Shuttle
buses replaced trains between Elwyn and West Chester from mid-May to the end of Jume, and all weekend service
between center c¢ity, Elwyn and West Chester was handled by buses from mid-June through late July. Rl trains
between West Trenton and Langhorne gave way to buses during midday periods in the last weeks of June, due to an
ongoing CONRAIL track project...... ++..SEPTA Teased 14 Silverliner IV's to AMTRAK during the busy Fourth of July
weekend, and four more Silvers substituted for out-of-service Capitol Liners on Train 617 to Harrisburg July 7.
v ...Blueliners 9113-9124-9131 were used on a series of special trains between Williamson School and Glen
Mills July 6 on the West Chester Line, for the Tricentennial of Middletown Township, Delaware County.

The State Legislature early in July approved a total of $141 million to help build the long-planned
convention center in the area of Reading Terminal, Philadelphia. Governor Thornburgh quickly signed the measure.
-eveess..The Inquirer, in its "Neighbors™ section of July 17, ran a detailed article on the head-on collision
of two North Penn Railroad trains near Fort Washington on July 17, 1856. Fifty-nine passengers were killed in
the wreck..........Those four ex-Pennsy, ex-SEPTA MP54 MU cars, which have been stored for years at the Delaware
Car Company in Wilmington, are for sale at $7,500 apiece..........Chapter Member Hugh Jenkins was featured in an
article on training rail engineers which appeared in the May edition of SEPTA Lines. Hugh, with 33 years of
railroad service, was described as "one of SEPTA's most experienced and skilled engineers."

On June 30, a SEPTA train from Doylestown ran through a stop signal at Forest siding, on the single-
track Doylestown Line near Chalfont, putting it on a collision course with an opposing train. An alert operator
at "Wind" tower, noting the situation on his TCS board, quickly had the catenary de-energized, The offending
crew was removed from service and the two trains coupled for movement back to Doylestown..........A class-action
suit has been filed against SEPTA by the Disabled in Action group, seeking to void a rule which requires that
wheelchair-bound persons be accompanied by an attendant on board SEPTA trains.

NJ TRANSIT raised its bus and rail fares by an average of 10.9 percent,
effective July 2T, Tt was the first fare increase since September 1983 and is
TRANSIT required under NJT's Fiscal 1987 operating budget of $530 million (NJT Inside
Track and Jersey Central Chapter News)..........On July 12 NJT began its summer-
only Bergen-Shore Express, operating Saturdays, Sundays and Labor Day between
. Suffern, NY and Bay Head, NJ. Round-trip tickets from the ex-Erie stations to
paints on the former New York & Long Branch are priced at $10, and the service to date has been quite popular.
Equipment is ten Comet coaches hauled by either an F40PH-Z or GP40P, and on some days a second section has been

required. The train is routed via the Kearny connection to AMTRAK's "Hudson" tower, thence the Northeast Corri-
dor through Newark to Rahway and NJT's North Jersey Coast Line.

NJ TRANSIT plans to overhaul the ten E6Q electric locomotives which it purchased from AMTRAK in 1984,

The units are now more than ten years old (Jersey Central News)..........NJT is considering the purchase of 15
dual-power electric and diesel-electric locomotives for Penn Station service. NJT may equip an ex-New Haven FL9Y
with a pantograph for tests (Rail Travel News)..... +....MJT has awarded a $10.9-million contract to Morrison-

Knudsen Company for the rebuilding of 30 Arrow I MU's into locomotive-hauled coaches (NJT Inside Track).
Following board approval on June 25, SEPTA raised its cash fares effective July 6 but
decided against increasing the price of discount passes and tokens. Needed to help offset a pro-
Jected $50 milTion deficit in this year's $544.7-million operating budget, the increase had little
\ impact on commuters, most of whom buy passes or tokens. The basic transit fare was boosted from
$1 to $1.25, which is expected to raise an additional $15.1 million a year--including $10 million
more in State subsidies for senior citizen fares which are paid for out of Lottery funds. The
Consumer Education & Protective Association filed suit in Common Pleas Court in an attempt to stop the fare in-
crease, but CEPA's request for a stay was denied. After the fare increase took effect, the press reported that
CEPA representatives were buying tokens and reselling them singly to its members, but when they did so at SEPTA
stations the activists were hustled off by police.

{Continued on Page 7)
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A Delaware County judge on June 16 ordered 160 striking Red Arrow mechanics and maintenance workers
back on the job, after they briefly disrupted morning rush-hour service on 23 suburban bus lines and the Media-
Sharon HiT1 trolley routes, The employees, represented by TWU Local 234, had earlier rejected a new contract
negotiated by SEPTA and union leaders. The Norristown High Speed Line, which operates out of its own terminal
just west of 69th Street, was not affected by the TWU picketing. Just two weeks earlier, Red Arrow trolley and
bus drivers returned to work after a record 61-day strike, which has left a legacy of severely depressed rider-

_ship on SEPTA's Suburban Division. Service cuts on some lines are Tikely with the fall schedule change.

The year 1986 is the golden anniversary of the PCC car. On October 1, 1936 the first trolley built
to the design of the Presidents' Conference Commitiee entered service on the streets of Brooklyn, NY. Today,
only four U.S. cities operate PCC's in regular service and Philadelphia is one of them. It's unlikely, however,
that SEPTA plans any recognition of this 50-year milestone....... ...PCC #2728, the 100th car to go through
SEPTA's gemeral overhaul program, is now in regular service out of Luzerne depot. It carries a special logo.
+evoseeu..Line car D-39, rebuilt several years ago for SEPTA by Dushore Car Company, was put through test runs
in early August and is now based at Woodland shop.

SEPTA has gotten into the baseball spirit by decorating Broad Street Kawasaki cars 568 and 569 with
Phillies lettering and baseballs a ong the car sides. WCAU-AM, which broadcasts the Phillies games, apparently
paid for the decorations as its call letters are also displayed on the cars. They run on the baseball express
trains each night when there's a home game at Veterans Stadium, leaving Fern Rock at 6:34 and 6:44 PM..........
SEPTA is continuing its track rebuilding program along the old P&W with a three-month project to renew the in-
bound track between County Line and Villanova stations..........Route 23 was bused for the summer from end to

end, effective July 6.........That rebuilding project on Market Street East has uncovered much of the old double
track trolley line which was abandoned in 1957.

The State Legislature in June dealt SEPTA a double blow. First, it refused to consider a bill by
Senator Richard Tilghman of Montgomery County to increase the cigarette tax by a nickel to help subsidize mass
transit. Then, it told the Montgomery County commissioners that their controversial transportation assessment
on new development was not consistent with State law. Part of the money collected under the assessment was to
be used for the County's support of SEPTA.

The SEPTA board in July approved a plan to cut its management staff by ten percent through an early
retirement program. To save money, SEPIA is ooking to eliminate up to 170 managers and supervisors out of a
total non-union staff of 1,500 people..........SEPTA on July 26 restored full paratransit service for handicapped
riders, after a month-long cutback in service caused by the loss of insurance coverage by several private car-
riers who were under contract to SEPTA..........SEPTA's board in July voted to set up its own self-insurance
fund to cover claims of between $5 million and $20 million..........SEPTA has turned down a ten-year, $16.4-

million offer from an outdoor advertising company for the right to place ads on the exteriors of SEPTA's 2,100
buses and trolleys.

Route 10 is being operated with buses during August to allow completion of new trackwork in the
vicinity of 63rd & Lansdowne Avenue..........Trackless trolley routes 539 and 75 will be converted to diesel bus
operation for about a year and a half, during reconstruction of the Frankford elevated.......... SEPTA has issued

a detailed booklet showing the second phase of its reorganization of Suburban Transit Division bus routes. The
changes in 11 routes became effective June 30,

By the end of July trackwork was finally ready to begin on the "new" passenger line
Amtrak to Atlantic City. AMIRAK's automated Track Laying System passed over the DeTair bridge on

‘ the morning of July 29 enroute to the shore resort where the laying of new ties, ballast and
) welded rail will start. Several Amtrak rail trains h

ave moved to Scuth Jersey since June 1.

F seeveeuss AMTRAK will require tight-lock couplers on all special passenger trains using its
tracks, effective September 1..........AMTRAK is seeking to gain permission from the Feds for
125 mph-operation on various segments of the Northeast Corridor. Top speed now is 120.......... An AMTRAK test

I'train ran between New York and Washington on Junme 28 with an AEM-7 and two track geometry cars. The apparent
aim was to test the feasibility of a two-hour and 30-minute schedule over the 225-mile route, with two stops.

AMTRAK is upgrading its first-class service on the Corridor with "Club Service" on both Metroliner
and regular trains. Offering full first-class amenities, "Club Service” began July T4 amid special promotional
efforts aimed at filling underutilized seats. There was no change in existing fare levels {Amtrak News).....
«eso.The City of Pittsburgh has given the go-ahead for a private developer to rebuild that city’s historic Penn-

sylvania Station into a $27-millien shopping-residential-transportation complex. AMTRAK will build a new sta-
tion nearby.

The Interstate Commerce Commission has instituted a proceeding to decide how much AMTRAK can charge
CONRAIL and other freight railroads for their use of the Lorridor. A recent change in the law gives Amtrak the
right to increase its charges above the "avoidable cCost” formula previously used.........The Borough of Marys-
ville, PA, just across the river from Harrisburg, made news in July when its police issued a speeding ticket to
AMTRAK, charging that the Broadway Limited had violated a 20-mph speed 1imit through town. Both Amtrak and
CONRAIL, which owns the tracks, indicated that such a law is unenforceable against railroads.......... AMTRAK
-issued a timetable supplement for its new Cape Codder service, effective July 3.

(Continued on Page 8)
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The NORFOLK SOUTHERN's proposal to buy CONRAIL still appears to be dead
; in the water, as numerous other schemes to dispose of the now-profitable railroad
CONRA“. continue to surface in Washington. Among these were a bill drafted by the Depart-
ment of Transportation--reportedly at the request of a Louisiana Congressman--
which would allow Conrail to be sold to the highest bidder in a sealed-bid pro-
cess. Another was a plan to allow NS and all other previpus bidders to submit
new offers, after which a special master would recommend one of them to a special court for final decision.
More serious was an agreement between two influential Congressmen to submit legislation calling for a public
sale of Conrail which would net the government between $1.8 billien to $2.3 billion. The plan reportedly was
worked out by Representative James Florio, Democrat of New Jersey and chairman of the House Commerce subcommittee
with jurisdiction over the sale, together with Republican Edward R. Madigan of I1linois.

Two proposals floated by Republican Senators would have sent Conrail money into orbit by shifting

'$460 million of the railroad’s cash reserves to the beleaguered National Aeronautics & Space Administration.
Another Senator wanted to transfer $500 million from Conrail's treasury to needy farmers in the Midwest. A1l of
these ideas were shot down, but gave an indication that the cash-rich railroad will continue to be a tempting
target for Congressmen trying to salvage pet projects in the current budget crunch.

Editorial support for an independent CONRAIL appears to be building in_the nation's press, even among
influential publications such as Business Week which had previously backed the sale to NORFOLK SOUTHERN. Join-
ing in was the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank in Washington, which in early August called upon
the Congress to consider a public sale. Said Business Week: "If it takes a public offering to return Conrail to
private ownership, the (DOT) should get to work structuring the best deal possible. *And it should move swiftly
while the stock market is strong.” Time is running out, however, as Congress has only about four weeks left
in the current session.

Meanwhile, CONRAIL reported that its earnings declined by 5.8 percent in the second quarter of 1986,
with net income of $145 million on revenues of $811 million. S uggish business conditions were cited as the
reason, along with last year's one-time sale of Conrail’s Canadian lines for $14 million.......... In July CONRAIL
began taking delivery of its most powerfyl diesel Tocomotives, 22 C39-8's from General Electric. The 3,900-hp
units are numbered 6000-6021, a series formerly occupied by ex-Pennsy SD35's..........CONRAIL train OBSN took an
unusual detour on July 29, traveling over SEPTA lines through Jenkintown instead of via Conrail's own New York

Short Line enroute to North Jersey. Signal problems were the cause and the power was RF&P 145, Chessie 3741 and
Chessie 4130.

The State's 1986-87 budget contains another $50,000 grant for restoration of ex-Pennsy K4s #1361, now
in the CONRAIL shops at Altoona. A recent inspection by Steam Expert Doyle McCormack of Portland, OR pronounced
the locomotive to be in good condition. "There appear to be no major obstacles to prevent restoration to oper-
ating conditjon within a reasonable cost and time frame," McCormack said (Dan Cupper)..........The first special
train of nuclear waste left Three Mile Island, near Middletown, PA, on July 24, headed for a Department of
Energy facility at Scoville, ID, Two special shipping casks were Toaded on 150-ton-capacity flatcars for the
four-day trip via CONRAIL-East St. Louis, IL-UNION PACIFIC. The train arrived in ldaho on schedule and without
incident.

CONRAIL has joined other railroads in moving free carloads of hay to drought-stricken farmers in the
South. On August 37a 72-car hay train from Vermont, symboled Y3-X, passed through Philadelphia enroute to
‘Potomac yard..........Clearance work on CONRAIL's Virginia Avenue tunnel in Washington, DC is restricting north-
south freight movements on weekdays. This is the reason that the scuthbound "Orange Blossom Special® regularly
leaves Philadelphia (via CSX) in the early morning hours..........A rare typo in the June Cinders indicated that
the Ringling Bros. circus train moved from New York to Philadeiphia on May 2. The correct date was June 2.....
+....CONRAIL's "Jersey" tower, at the east end of the Delair bridge, was closed in June. It was the last active
tower in South Jersey..........The MIDDLETOWN & HUMMELSTOWN's ex-CANADIAN NATIONAL 2-6-0 #91 arrived in Middle-
town on June 9. The old steamer traveled on its own wheels through Buffalo, thence via CONRAIL......... .The

Eastern Region headquarters of CONRAIL were transferred from 30th Street Station to the 15 North 32nd Street
office building, effective August 4,

That long-awaited book on the Pennsylvania Railroad by Don Ball, Jr. went to the printer early in
August. The author reports that copies will be available for distribution by November 1 and Philadelphia Chap-
ter will have them in time for Christmas shopping..........0n July 1 the corporate name of Seaboard System was
changed to CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC., which also acts as agent for the CHESSIE SYSTEM RAILROADS. CSX Chairman
Hays T. Watkins said that CSX “"can now speak with one voice to our customers worldwide.” The famed Chessie cat,
however, has been retired as an advertising symbol.

Philadelphia-based Transit America, the last domestic builder of rail cars, faces a "grim future"
because of its non-competitive costs, the Inquirer concluded in a major article eon July 6. It quoted managers
and union leaders as saying the odds are growing slimmer that the company can survive after its current orders
are filled..........When a Presidentially imposed cooling-off period expired on July 21, many expected a strike
against GUILFORD TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRIES. In early August, however, Guilford's three railroads continued to
operate normally.........Six MARYLAND & DELAWARE Alcos left Federalsburg, MD August 3 for their new home on the
Arkansas & Missouri Railroad (Paul Kutta)..........Famed Industrial Designer Raymond Loewy died July 14 at the

age of 92. Mr. Loewy is remembered for many designs, outstanding among them the styling of Pennsy's GG1 elec-
tric lTocomotives.
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INSURANCE CRUNCH BLOCKS EXCURSIONS

Many rail passenger excursions scheduled for this spring and summer have already fallen victim to a
spreading crisis in the insurance industry. As noted in the May issue of Cinders, sharply higher premium costs

for 1iability insurance--or its unavailability--have forced the cancellation of special trains on Conrail lines
and elsewhere,

Until recently, the media has concentrated on the effect the in-
= surance crunch has had on professional people such as doctors, small busi-
Sorry Amerlca nesses and makers of consumer products. Time Magazine even carried a cover,
4 y story earlier this year entitled "Sorry, America, your insurance has been
YOUr Insurance cancelled." Now the press is beginning to take note of the plight of rail
enthusiasts. On July 15 the Philadelphia Inquirer ran an article under the
headline "Insurance woes sidetrack rail excursions,” which included a photo

Has Been of Lancaster Chapter's May 18 steam excursion taken by Chapter President
Frank Tatnall. The following week, a similar pitece appeared in the New

Canceled fork Tines.

Many of these stories have explored the background of the current
dilemma. They report that casualty and property underwriters have been
experiencing financial reverses because of declining investment income, rate wars and the escalating size of
Jury awards in personal injury cases. Many such lawsuits, the industry claims, are instigated by overzealous
attorneys who pocket a large share of the cash payout.

_ Conrail previously had required excursions operators to provide $3 million in liability insurance,
sufficient to meet the deductible amount of Conrail's own policy. But on May 1, 1986, Conrail's insurance
carrier eliminated all coverage for passenger operations, leading to a stiff new requirement that trip sponsors

provide their own coverage up to $25 million. In today's market, however, policies of this magnitude are
generally unaffordable or unobtainable.

Among the excursions which recently have been cancelled are two Blue Mountain & Reading Railroad
steam trips to Philadelphia and a diesel-powered special to the Statue of Liberty celebration on July 4. Others
are Ross Rowland's proposed steam spectacular to the Statue of Liberty; Washington, OC Chapter's two-day steam-
diesel-electric circle trip to Harrisburg and Reading; and several runs with ex-Nicke! Plate Berkshire #765 in
New York and New England {including a visit to the joint NRHS-RRE-NMRA convention in Boston}.

The Blue Mountain & Reading went so far as to run full-page ads in the Reading Times and Railpace

explaining the reasons for cancellation of its trips. "We are caught in this insurance crisis along with Con-
rail,"” the BM&R said.

Other railroads are having insurance problems of their own. The Chicago & Nerth Western has can-
celled all of its 1986 public excursions with vintage Ten-Wheeler #1385, and the Grand Trunk has had to refuse
the Bluewater Michigan Chapter's requests for a number of special train operations. For now, Norfolk Southern's
extensive steam program is continuing without interruption, in spite of the derailment of one of its special
trains on May 18 near Norfolk, VA. While its Tiability policy is reportedly up for renewal on September 1,

1986, NS is proceeding with arrangements for its fall excursion season with the expectation that it will have
the necessary coverage.

Amtrak is still allowing privately-owned trains to operate over its lines, provided that the operator
furnishes $5 million in insurance. Excursions using Amtrak equipment are covered by the passenger corporation's
own insurance, whether or not they operate on Amtrak rails or on those of contracting freight carriers.

Railtours of America, the wholly-owned NRHS subsidiary which specializes in furnishing insurance for
passenger excursions, has seen $2 million of its $3 million in coverage withdrawn by the underwriter. Railtours
is still in business, however, and will provide up to a $1 million policy where needed.

On the other end of the spectrum, many large railroads have had trouble securing "excess liability
coverage" for claims of $50 million and above. This type of catastrophic coverage is now available through a
newly-formed captive organization known as Railroad Association for Insurance, Ltd. (RAIL}. Its members, who
must fund RAIL's self-insurance pool through the purchase of stock in the corporation, include Amtrak, Conrail,
; C&NW, CSX, NS, Santa Fe Southern Pacific and Union Pacific. SEPTA has also joined RAIL, and other commuter
authorities are reported to be considering membership.

There is some hope that the current insurance crisis may soon be eased through Tegislation at the
state or national level. Already, several states {not including Pennsylvania) have enacted laws which in one
way or another restrict damage awards in personal injury cases, and various bills with a similar objective are
under consideration in Congress. The effect of such actions could be to make Tiability insurance once again
affordable for rail excursion operators.
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Here is an artist's conception of the new car design for SEPTA's Norristown High Speed Line. On June 6 SEPTA
asked for bids to build 26 cars to replace the present 18-car fleet of half-century-old Bullets and 160-series
cars. -~SEPTA

MOTIVE POWER ROSTER OF AREA SHORTLINES Update

ACTION NUMBER TYPE MODEL/CLASS POWER BUILDER YEAR FORMER OWNER/NUMBER
BLUE MOUNTAIN & READING RAILROAD (BMRG), Hamburg, PA
Change *5706 AlA-A1A EBA ' D/E EMD 1952 Amtrak 495 (284)
Change *5898 ATA-ATA E8A D/E EMD 1951 Amtrak 497 (305)
MARYLAND & PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD (MPA}, York, PA
Delete 83 - - - - - To Stewartstown Railroad
NEW YORK, SUSQUEHANNA & WESTERN RAILWAY (NYSW), Little Ferry, NJ
Add *54 B-B BL2 D/E EMD 1949 Bangor & Aroostook 54 (Note)

NOTE: Based at Honesdale, PA, OQOwned by Wayne County Chamber of Commerce and
operated by Lackawaxen & Stourbridge Railroad.

STEWARTSTOWN RAILROAD (STRT), Stewartstown, PA

Add 11 B-B SW900 D/E EMD 1936 Maryland & Pennsylvania 83 (Note)
NOTE: Rebuilt from Model SC, 1957

WINCHESTER & WESTERN RAILROAD (WW), Gore, VA

Change 527 B-8 RS3 D/E Alca 1950 Amtrak 123
ABBREVIATIONS: SOQURCES: '
* - bxpected to be in passenger seryice 1986 Jersey Central News, Jersey Central Chapter NRHS
0/E - Diesal-electric Railpace Newsmagazine
Alco - American Locomotive Company/Alce Products, Inc. Wayne County Chamber of Commerce
EMD - Electro-Motive Division, General Motors Corp. John Petko

Frank Tatnall

FP7 ARRIVES AT REBUILDER’S SHOP IN [LLINOIS

Former Reading FP7 diesel-electric locomotive #903, now owned by Philadelphia Chapter, has been
shipped to Silvis, IL, where Chrome Locomotive, Inc. will equip the unit with a newly-rebuilt EMD 567C engine.
The unit was interchanged from the Strasburg Rail Road to Conrail at Leaman Place, PA on June 24 and arrived at
Silvis via the Burlington Northern on July 9,

Chrome will also perform other mechanical and electrical work on #903 (ex-SEPTA #4373), and restor-
ation of its original Reading paint scheme is planned within the next year. The unit is to return to Strasburg
and join with Lancaster Chapter's sister FP7 #902 in possible excursion service.

Transportation costs to Silvis were paid for out of Philadeiphia Chapter's treasury, following
authorization by the membership.
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RAILROAD RADIO FREQUENCY GUIDE Update

Name of Carrier

Frequency (MHz

Allegheny....coiveiuenannn.. Cesrrerserts i, 160,29, 161.46
Blue Mountain & Reading......... R [
Delaware Coast Line.....osvivniennannnns vesesrres 160,455

Eureka Southern,........

Great Western......ueeee.

...... N . T L LY
Gaorgetown LoOp....cvvvevissiiniaencsennnnsanenenalBl.116
R —— ...160.26, 160.875

Iowa Interstate...... T R veesess2161,20, TBT.BT (RTA), 160.23 (CSX) |
Kankakee, Beaverville & Southern...... vesrrssasaa .215

Maryland Midland....ouveiuevennnnnranensasennan.-160.585, 160,965

Metro-North Commuter........... veesesesssssnsness161,28, 161,07, 160.545

New England Southern.......cvvvvvievnnnnnnsanns...161,025,7160.395

New York, Susquehanna & Western..................160.485, 160.62, 161.295

NOrth ShOre...uuiiceieerevenernsesasnsanraransnsssl60.455, T60.50

Peoria & Pekin Union....eoecen.. veereseresaena.ss160.47, 160.50

St. Louis Southwestern......eeeeecee.. weeeseessss161.55, T60,875

Salt Lake, Garfield & WeStern..veeseesssvecanns ..160,305

Terminal Railroad Association........veeevvean...160.50, 161,535, 160.29

Union Pacific....ocvvunieninininiiiiiinnnanan...160.74, T760.575 (TTC territory), 160.65, 160.68,

West Jersey Short Line..

160.26 (Western Pacific), 160.41, 160.47 (Mis-
souri Pacific)

TR SO ., - |

Wisconsin & Calumet......eiunerennransnsnnsnseesalBb0.215

(Underscoring denotes addition/change)

SOURCES

Block Line, Tri-State Chapter NRHS Cinders Staff

Extra 2200 South
Maryland Midland Railway

Tony Macrie
Metropolitan Transportation Authaority

News, Intermountain Chapter NRHS John Petko
Sparks & Cinders, Wisconsin Chapter NRHS The Waring Group

470 Railroad Club

CONRAIL FREIGHT SCHEDULE Update

The following additional changes should be made in the Conrail freight train schedules published in

the May issue of Cinders:

CHANGE schedule of MTPI as follaws: Except Sunday and Monday Teave Metuchen 0500, leave Morrisville
*0830, leave Earnest 1000, Teave Thorndale 1130, pass Columbia 1345, arrive Enola *1600.

CHANGE schedule of 0BSS as follows: Daily except Sunday leave Kearny 2330, arrive Philadelphia (Park

Jct.) *0300.

(*) - Denotes crew change.

BLUELINER SPECIAL “SCORCHES BALLAST" TO PARKESBURG (Continued from Page 1)

Returning, a runby was staged at Wissahickon station and a photo stop made at Market East, before the
train continued to the Airport for a lunch stop and another photo runby. From there it was back to the upper
level of 30th Street.to change ends and begin the trip to Parkesburg, 44.2 miles from center city. After paus-
ing at "Zoo" to let the eastbound Broadway Limited pass, the special proceeded to Marberth station for a photo

stop on the sharp curve at that

location.

Next came a photo stop at Paoli, after which it was time for Engineer (and Chapter Member) Vince
Jakubowski to open the controller and "let 'em roll." Everyone agreed that it had been quite some time since
the Blues “scorched the ballast" the way they did on the tangent track between Glen Loch and Whitford, and

beyond.

Upon reaching "Park" tower, the special was routed through the interlocking to Track 1 for a photo
stop in front of the Pennsy-built Parkesburg station (see photo). Then it was a speed run eastbound, with
stops only at Paoli and Narberth, and arrival 30 minutes ahead of schedule at 4:30 PM.

Editor Tom Nemeth of

Railpace Newsmagazine was on board the train, and prominent photo coverage of

the trip appeared in the July issue. In addition, Chief Officer John Tucker of SEPTA's Regional Rail Division
accompanied the trip for most of the day. Road Supervisor Jack Bazela, Engineer Jakubowski and Conductor J. R.
Ricciardi were the crew, with an assist from Engineer and Chapter Member Hugh Jenkins. The Chapter extends its
thanks to all of these SEPTA people for making this another highly successful Blueliner excursion.
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CHAPTER PLANS BLUELINER, SUBWAY EXCURSIONS THIS FALL

Philadelphia Chapter this fall will operate another in its popular series of SEPTA Blueliner excur-

sions, and will jointly sponsor with Buckingham Valley Trolley Association a special trip using the historic
Broad Street subway cars.

At the same time, the Chapter has announced that its proposed Amtrak excursion from Philadelphia to
Horse Shoe Curve, Altoona, PA, and return will not operate this year, because of unexpectedly high charges
quoted by Amtrak. The trip had peen scheduled to operate on Sunday, September 28.

The Blueliner excursion is set for Sunday, October 26, with the Broad Street outing tentatively set
for Sunday, November 23. MNotices of baoth trips will be mailed to all members.

Three or more of SEPTA's newly-refurbished Blueliners are expected to be available for the October 26
special. The first of these cars, #9109, was received by SEPTA on July 18 from the General Electric shop in

North Philadelphia, complete with new glazing, upholstery, interior paint and the current "bus-style" red,
white and blue exterior paint scheme.

The available roster of City-owned historic cars on the Broad Street Line has been reduced from six
to three, with the scrapping of #1020, the departure of #55 for the I1linois Railway Museum and the deactivation

of #200. This leaves car #1, fully restored by SEPTA to its original 1928 appearance, as well as #166 and #1025
which are in regular work-train service.

SEPTA said in July that it will resume rail charter service on the City Transit Division, which was
suspended last May because of a loss of insurance coverage. Bus charters, however, are still unavailable.

CHAPTER REPRESENTED BY 19 MEMBERS AT BOSTON

The joint NRHS-RRE-NMRA conv

ention in Boston July 21-27 was attended by at least 19 members of Phila-
delphia Chapter.

They included: Bob Abrams, Brother Hilary Basel, Howard Bender, Mike and Lynn Burshtin, Charlie Bus-
tard, Eric Dervinnis, Larry and Marie Eastwood, Dave Engman, John Francis, Don Kehl, Ray Muller, Joe Mannix,
Harry Myers, Jim Myers, Doug Thomas, Francis Toomey and Roy Zeiher.

FIRST FALL CHAPTER MEETING: FRIDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 19, 1986
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