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TRAGEDY AT MILEPOST 79
16 DIE IN AMTRAK'S WORST ACCIDENT

Orugs and inattantion to duty may have contributed to the nast
sarigus accident in Amtrak's 15-year histary, investigators said after
train 494, the Colonial, slammed into three Conrail lignt engines near
Chase, MO at 1:30 PM on January 4. The Fiery, high-speed cailisian
occurred at "Gunpow” interlocking, milepost 79.3 from Philadelphia an the
Hortheast Corridor mainline.

COLONIAL CRASH
INVESTIGATION

Not ta scale

Fifteen persons were killed and 176 injured an that bright Sun-
day afternaan 45 the 12-car passenger train struck the diesel units,
which had run through a stop signal at the interlacking 15 miles north af
Baltimare. Amtrak Engineer Jerome Evans, 35, tha sole pccupant of the
Hame 3ignal cab in lead AEM-T7 locomotive #903, was ane of those fatally injured.
Angther passenger later died in a hospital, bringing the death tall to 16,

Distant Sigral Previgusly, Amtrak's worst accident had been the Jume 10, 1971
# twa milas derailment of the City of Mew Qrleans at Salem, [L, in which |] persans
AN were killed. A total of 39 passenger deaths have now been recarded an

Washingtan Pask Amtrak trains.

January 4 marked the end of the 1987 New Year’'s holiday, and Amtrak was prepared for heavy travel an
its Martheast Corridar, Train 94 had more than 600 passengers on board as it pulled out of Baltimare's Pennsyl-
vania station, five minutes late, enroute to New York and Bastom. Af tha same moment, Conrail Engineer Richard
L. Gates, 32, and Brakeman Edward W. Cromwell, 33, were passing "Bay" interlocking, MP 91.9 in East Baltimora,
with light engine move ENS-121 made up of General Electric B36-7 diasels #5044, 5057 and 5045 bound for Enola
yard near Harrisburg, PA, The four-ixle units had been daliversd to Conrail in 1983 as part of an order for &0
Bi6-7's intended primarily for fast piqgyback sarvice.

The light engines were to proceed northward on track | while tha passenger train was to run track 2,
and gvertake the Conrail powar at or befars "Gunpow." At that point, #1 merges into ¥2 as the four-track main=-
line narrows o two tracks just south of the mile=long bridge spanning the Gunpowder River tidal inlet. Batwean
"River" intarlocking at MP B89.1 and "Gunpow" at MP 79.3 the tracks are designated from east to west as follows:

"A" track used mostly by freight trains (maximum passenger train speed of B0 mph), then high-speed tracks 41, 2
and 3 (110125 mph]}.

The distant signal for "Gunpow," lgcated 10,317 feet south of the home sigral, should have displayed
an approach aspect far track 1, instructing the Conrail crew to approach the home sfgmal at not more than 10 mph
prepared to stop. But the light diesals, for reasons nat yet determined, continued past the dfstant sigmal at a
speed in excess of 60 mph, as train #94 raced toward "Gunpow" at 128 mph. Although Gates "dumped the air" gn
his three locomotives as they neared the junction, the heavy ynits slid for a total of 2,160 feet, passing tha
homa signal, running through the switch and stopping on track 2 directly in frant of the onrushing Colonial. [t
is ¢lear that Evans had only seconds to react. The ensuing impact threw the 303 down an embankment and destroyed
the trailing mator, #3900, in 2 grinding holocaust of metal and glass. The first three cars, Amcafe 200319, coach

21238 and ceoach 21038, came to rest in 4 twWisted, smoking heap as injured passengers struggled to free themsalvaes
from the sudden harror surrounding them.

The next six cars (coaches 21241, 21018, 21051, 21075, Amcafe 20051 and coach 21065) remained uoright
but jack-knifed across the right-of-way, while the last three cars (coach 21273, Heritage coach 7624 and amclup
20145) were also derailed but stayed upright and in line. By good fortune, the head car was deadheading and yn-
occupied, preventing what certainly would have been a large number of fatalities in that car. Mast of the deaths
and injuries that did occur were in the second and third cars. (Cancinued on Page 11)
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FRIDAY EVEWING, FEBRUARY 2D, 1987

. The Engineers’ Club, 1317 Spruce 5t., Philadelphia, P&
Ol IR MEETING - Dinner at 6:00 PM in the Club Dining Room (311 per person)

Meeting at 7:15% PM in the Conference Room (3rd Floor)

OQur February, 1987 meeting will feature our annual Slide Contest. Because of his intense interest in
the contest through the years, this annual event will be known as the annual Ray Muller Slide Contest, a fitting
memorial to Ray, who passed away on November 27, 1986. Rules for the contest are shown below.

Our usual sit-down dinner will be served in the Club Dining Room, at 511 per person, beginning at
6 PM, by advance reservation. Reservations, WHICH ARE MANDATORY, must be made ON O BEFORE WEDMESDAY, FEBRUARY
18, 1987 to Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769 for the February meeting anly. .

You are invited to screen your best slides for the enjoyment of your fellow members, and compete for
film prizes to enable you to shoot future winners at the annual Ray Muller 51ide Contest, February 20, 1987.
PLEASE NOTE THAT QUR MEETING WILL BEGIM AT 7:15 PM TO ENABLE THE JUDGES MORE DELIBERATION TIME,

Annual RAY MULLER Slide Contest Rules

1. Mo entry form is required for the 1987 Ray Muller Slide Contest, but entrants must register in
person, beginning at 6:45 PM. Registration closes at 7:10 PM, with no entries accepted after that hour. THE
SLIDE CONTEST IS OPEN TO 1987 PALD-UP PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER MEMBERS ONLY!

2. There are six categories in the Contest, and categories (a) through (e) must contain only subject
matter taken since March T, 1977, and category (f) OMLY subject matter BEFORE March 1, 1977, In case of uncer-
tzinties, the contest manager will rule on apprapriate categories or will disqualify any unsuitabla entries.

(a} Steam

(b) Diesel {including RDC's, railcars, turbine-powered equipment, SPY-2000's, etc.)

{c) Mainline electric (including multiple-unit equipment ]

{d) Tralleys/rapid transit/interurban

{e) General {subjects not included in the first four categories, such as rights-of-way, signals,
stations or other fired facilities, buses, trackless trplleys, railfans, etc. )

(f) Oldies, but Goodies (any subject prior to March 1, 1877)

3. Each contestant may exhibit a maximum of 4 slides in each category, or grand total of 24 in the
contest. The entrant must have personally taken the slide, and it may be in color or black and white, and sub-
Ject matter from anywhere in the world., The contestant's name MUST be an the slide. After the initial screen-
ing, entrant will select ONE SLIDE in each categary which he/she considers BEST in the category, which will he
given to the projectionist for final judging. Thus, only 6 slides are permitted in the final presentation.

4. Film prizes will be awarded on basis of first, second and third place in each category. with the
Judges reserving the right to not award a prize in any category they feel is not well represented. A panel of
five (5) judges, none of whom may be & contestant, will be chosen at the meeting, and their decisions are final.

TWO AREA RAIL HISTORIANS DIE

The Philadelphia area has Tost two of its prominent rail historians in recent weeks.

Felix E. Reifschneider, 84, died December 28 of heart failure at Bridgeton, HJ. A Cornell University
graduate who managed traction lines in Ithaca, NY, Staten Island and the Philippines capital of Manila, Reif-
schneider later spent his time writing booklets, articles and other publications on the history of street and
interurban railways.

Robert A. Sprout, 66, president of the Friends of the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, passed away
January 3 at Riddle Memorial Hospital in Media after a lengthy illness. Recently retired as a marketing manager
for the duPont Company, Sprout was elected to the FRM past in June 1984, where he worked to upgrade the rail
collection at the 5tate Museum in Strasburg and to raise funds for the 31.3-million expansion of the museum's
eghibit building.

UPDATE OF RADIO FREQUENCIES AT TRI-STATE LOCATIONS

OPERATING BAILADAD HMAME OF TOWER/YARD LOCATION CHANNEL
SEPTA [Aeqional "Hayne” Wayne Junction, Philadalphia RROD 3, 4, £/ 2
Rail Divisian) “Wind~ Wayne Junction, Philadalphia RRD 4, CH 7
Roberes Avenue yard Wayne Junction, Philadelphia RRD 3, 4
Wayne Electric yard Hayne Jynctign, Philadelphia RRD 3
Explanation of Channels/Frequencies --E:::du :g::céeﬁ::: ;:H:gsig:;: 2:3 ;
CR 1T - Canrail 1 (!160.40 MMz} Powelton Avenue yard 30th Street, Philadelphia RRD 2, 3, CA 1
CR 2 - Lanrail 2 (161.07 MMz] "an Southwest Philadelphia RRD &, CR 2
RRO 2 - SEPTA 2 (160,35 HHz) "Madia® Media, PA RRD 2, CR 1
RRD 3 - SEPTA 3 {760.395 HHz) "Chestnut Hill Wese" Chestput Hill, Philadeliphia CR 1
RROD 4 - SZPTA 4 {161.46 HHz) OQperations Center Pann Center, Philadelphia RRD 2, 4
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PHILADELPHIA

[=="EXPRESS=~

T [

FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.

To those of us who attempt to chronicle the affairs of SEPTA, certain dominant subjects seem to
emerge each month. Sometimes we have funding shortfalls or accidents to talk about, or--om the plus side--new

equipment and new services. In January, however, much of the news could be classified under the heddings aof
"drugs" and "delays."

On January 16 General Manager Joseph T. Mack announced that SEPTA would
begin a program ¢f random drug testing among all of its ooerating employees, both
rail and transit, following the disclosure that three workers involved in the
December 10 train collision at Suburban Station had tested positive for drug use.
The engineer of the Airport-bound train which s1id into the rear of a standing
Chestnut Hi11 West train had used cocaine "more than 12 hours" before blood and
uring samples were taken following the accident, Mack said. In addition, two
passenger attendants on the Chestnut Hill train tested positive for cocaine or
marijuana. Forty-two persons were injured in the mishap.

The three employees were suspended with intent to dismiss, under a palicy which has already resulted
in the firing of 6% other SEFTA workers since testing began in September 1985. Unti] now, NOWever, such tesis
were conducted anly when there was "probable cause™ to believe that the employee had been using drugs or alcohal,
which in practical terms means after an accident has occurred or the employee has exhibited unusual behavior.

The concept of random testing has cansistently been opposed by union leaders, newspaper editorial writers and

certain legal scholars, who insist that these tests are an invasion of the individual's privacy as guaranteed by
the Constitution.

Within a week of SEPTA's announcement, Local 234 of the Transport Workers Union representing City
Transit Division employees went into .5, District Lourt to seek a preliminary injunction against the new pro-
gram. Union President Roger Tauss called the drug tests a "shameless publicity stunt” intended to draw the
public's attention away from poor equipment maintenance and "inept" management. After SEPTA began spot testing
Regional Rail Division employees on January 23, the United Transportation Union and the Brotherhood of Locomo-
tive Engineers announced that they too would go to court in an effort to block further testing. Some smployees
were also threatening a work slowdown if the policy were implemented, according to press reports. The following
day, SEPTA agreed to suspend the program as it applies to 1,300 Regional Rail workers until after a Federal

Judge has ruled on the unions' court challenge. Testing of City and Suburban Transit Division employees was
also postponed.

Obviously, the furor over alleged drug use by SEPTA workers has been magnified by the revelation that
both CONRAIL employees involved in the fatal January & collision with an AMIRAK train had also tested positive
for druq use (see page 1). The U.5. Department of Transportation, in response to that finding, has now endorsed
the random testing of all railroad and airline operating employees.

True to form, January maintained 1ts reputation on RRO as a bad month for on-time performance. The
ning-to-15 inch snowfall which blanketed Philadelphia and its suburbs on Thursday, January 22, and a secondary
storm which dropped four to nine inches on January 26, were major culprits, but there were other delays not re-
lated to the white stuff. Shortly after 4:30 PM on Wednesday, January 14, AMTRAK train #615 enroute from Sub-
urban Station to Harrisburg derailed at "Schuylkill" interlocking near 30th Street Station, injuring one passen-
ger. All four Capitol Liners, #809-884-888-885, left the rails as the train crossed from #3 to #4 track. The
cause was found to be a broken switch point. Extensive delays resulted on all of SEPTA's commuter rail lines
during the evening rush and again the next morning, until repairs were completed at 1 PM, The Airport and Ivy
Ridge Lines were bused during the period.

Then, on the afterncon of Monday, January 19, a southbound train pulled down the overhead wire near
Elkins Park statfon, halting service from the northern suburbs to Philadelphia unti] the next morning. Morth-
bound rush-hour trains were able to get by the scene with some delays, but could not return to center city.
Shuttle buses were used instead to Wayne Junction. The same afternoon, AMTRAK suffered a downed wire at Bristal

station and SEPTA had switch problems at "16th Street Junction" in North Philadelphia, adding up to a very bad
day.

But the danuary 22 storm was the cruncher. The snow began falling in the City about 8 AM and didn't
stop until after 9 PM. By mid-afterncon severe delays were being experienced throughaut the Regional Rail sys-
tem, and service on the Media, Marcus Mook, Airport and Chestnut Hill West Lines had to be suspended. Frozen
switches at AMTRAK's "Phil" and "North Philadelphia" interlockings, together with a signal failure on the Media
Line, were responsible for the shutdowns., Some service to Media and Marcus Hook was resumed that evening, but
the Airport and Chestnut Hill West Lines did not start up again until the next day. [t was Philadelphia's
heaviest snawfall since the record-setting 21.3 inches on February 11, 1983.

(Continuaed on Page 4)
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The sun was out and service much improved on Friday the 23rd, although ridership was not unusually
heavy. With the media stressing the poor conditions still existing on center city streets, some motorists un-
' doubtedly switched to rail service, but many others elected to stay home. International Airport, which had
'closed at midday Thursday. was reopened and all major highways were plowed. Eelow freezing temperatures kept
most of the snow on the ground over the weekend, setting the stage for the follow-up storm on Monday morning.
Then there were more train cancellations and delays, but only Airport Line service was suspended. Systemwide,
gn-time performance sank to 22 percent.

Finally, at 5:53 PM on Wednesday, January 2B, an electrical cable failed near Wayne Junction., knock-
ing out switch and sfgnal [but not traction) power between "16th Street Junction® in Hoerth Philadelphia and
Neshaminy in Bucks County. Dozens of trains--and thousands of commuters--were stranded for periods of 15 min-
utes to three hours, with delays affecting the entire system through the evening, Shuttle buses were pressed
_into service and some trains were turned back at Suburban Station to serve the "Pennsy" side of the railroad.
Power was restored at 7:22 PM but normal service did not resume until the next morning.

One bright spot during the storms was the performance of the ancient Blueliners. While many 5ilver-
1iners succumbed to the snow conditions, afflicted with frozen brakes or inoperative power systems, the Blues
plowed through the drifts without a reported failure during the snowy period. Refurbished Blues #9109 and 2114
were pressed into midday service on January 23, making three roundtrips between Marcus Hook and Warminster, and
gn the 26th two more Blues ran during the day between West Trenton and Elwyn. At month's end, Blueliners wers
assigned as follows: four cars to Fox Chase-Chestrnut Hill West trains BO3-9818, a three-car set to Chestnut HiTl
East trafns 6711-6754. and six of the newly-painted cars to train 9208 from Marcus Hook in the morning and Bryn
Mawr local #9019 in the evening. The last active blue-and-white car, #9118, is part of the four-car set.

SEPTA has now decided to upgrade only 20 of the 26 remaining Blues. Of these, 13 have been completed
by General ETectric (#9109, 9110, 3114, 9115, 9116, 9117, 9119, 9120, 9123, 9124, 9125, 9127, 9128) while four
are at GE's North Philadelphia facility (#9101, 9102, 9107, 9108). Six unrefurbished red, white and blue cars
are still in service (#9103, 9104, 9105, 9113, 9129, 9131) and three blue-and-white cars (#9111, 9118, 9135)
remain on the roster though only one is in service. As the cars go through GE, fresh red, white, blue and gray
paint is applied to the cars' exteriors, while new Lexan glazing is installed and their interiors are cosmeti-
cally restored. Wayne shop then performs mechanical and electrical repairs.

Effective January 11, SEPTA's Regional Rail Division began using a new road radiec channel, relieving
the heavy traffic on existing Channel 2 (160.35}. The new Channel 4 (161.46) is now used for all road movements
north of "Brown," which is located at the point where the tunnel route joins the old line to Reading Terminal.
Thus, "Wayne" and "Wind" towers now monitor Channel 4 while "Broad" continues to monitor Chanpel 2, There is no
change in the use of Channel 1 (160.B0) in AMTRAK-controlled territory, or of yard Channel 3 (160.395). Certain
SEPTA towers also monitor COMRAIL Channel 2 (161.07) for freight movements, but this frequency is not used in
the four-channel radio sets aboard SEPTA trains.

SEPTA's cab signal system was placed in service January 11 on the Airport Line, and plans are advanc-
ing to install such a system through the tunnel to Wayne Junction........ ."Broad” tower took over control of
"cane" interlocking at Secane on January 11. It had previously been controlled from AMTRAK's "Arsenal” tower,
now closed.......... A SEPTA engineer was taken out of service on January 9 when his RS train from Lansdale, #523,
51id past a stop signal near Paoli as AMTRAK train #6039 was approaching from the east. The Harrisburg-bound
train was to cross from #3 to &4 track ahead of the SEPTA local, but an automatic speed control device on the
Capitol Linar stopped the train well shert of the location. SEPTA's train was not fouling the crossover.....
..... SEPTA has issued a revised Book of Operating Rules, as part of the employee timetable, effective February 1.

Maximum track speeds for SEPTA equipment are now as follows: Silverliner I - 75 mph, Silveriiner Il
and I1II - 85 mph, Silveriiner IV - 95 mph, Blueliners - 75 mph. This information {5 taken from SEPTA's current
operating timetable..........SEPTA operated MU-car test trains from Roberts yard to West Lhester and return on
January 19, 20 and 25, for the purpose of qualifying dispatchers and operators over the little-used segment of
the West Chester 1ine beyond Elwyn..........SEPTA reportedly has sold the right-of-way of its abandoned Chester
Creek secondary track to Philadelphia Electric Company. The former PRR branch extends for seven miles between
Chester and Lenni, PA, where it joins the West Chester Lime..........As of January 1, SEPTA and AMTRAK ceased
honoring each other's tickets, except between Suburban Statfon and 30th Streat.

SEFTA received some unwanted publicity on January 27 when a KYW-TV Channel 3 camera crew wWas
allegedly roughed up by SEPTA police, as cameramen and Reporter Dick 5tandish attempted to cover a minor train
accident at osuburban Station. All were released without charges being filed, although one cameraman was treated
for superficial cuts. A SEPTA spokesman said the police denied roughing up the TV personnel. The train was
deadheading into Track 7 when it struck the bumper block at low speed, causing little damage and no injuries.
.......... The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed that the PCB-contaminated rail yard at Paoli be
cleaned up as part of its $B.5-billion nationwide Superfund program. EPA has already set aside §1.3 million im
emergency funds for temporary cleanup at Paoli. This action will not affect the suit filed by the govermment
last year against SEPTA, CONRAIL and AMTRAK to force the railroads to pay for the cleanup. Earlier, EPA said

that it had found traces of PCB's, a suspected cancer-causing agent, inside four MU cars being serviced at
Paoli shop. :

(Continued on Page 5)
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SEPTA reports that by the end of this summer it will have made available an additional 500 parking
spaces at stations along the Pagli Lina, including 200 in a new lot on the westbound side at Paoli station.
SEPTA's Parking Task Force has the goal of providing a total of 2,000 new parking spaces systemwide through Tand

purchases, lease agreements and the re-engineering of existing lots..........Devon station will reportedly be
developed into a restaurant and inn complex, though plans to lTease out the station at Strafford have been drop-
ped because of parking problems (Dave McWherter)....o..... The City is now considering the purchase of the ald

Reading Terminal trainshed as part of the proposed 5468-million Convention Center development.

The newspaper headlines on Tuesday, January 27 were depressingly familiar: Another crash
on SEPTA's Norristown High Speed Line had just occurred. At 8:30 the previpus evening Bullet car
7202 sped argund the curve at Argmore Avenue station, four miles out of B9th Street Terminal and
headed for Narristown. Suddenly the operator saw the markers of a stopped car dead ahead. He
instantly “dumped the air" but it was too late as his car rammed the rear of Bullet #207 and came
te a jarring halt. MHeither car derailed but 18 people were injured, none seriously. Rescue wor-

kers were impeded by the deep snow beside the track and the difficult access from nearby Haverford
Avenue.

The first Bullet had stopped behind line car #4071, which had become disabled while spraying a de-icing
chemical on the third rail. The 1907-vintage wooden car was not damaged but both of the 535-year-old Bullets
suffered smashed-in noses and will require extensive shop work. The loss of these cars further exacerbates an
adlready serious equipment shortage on the PAW, leaving just four Bullets, three 160's and the five newly-acauired
married pairs from Chicago available for service. With normal shoppings, nat all of these cars can be used at

any given time. Some schedule cutbacks were made the day following the accident, when rail service resumed an
the Tine.

Later in the week came another crushing blow: SEPTA said that the operator of car 202, who earlier
had been charged with ignoring a yellow signal and then running a red signal just prior to the collisiaon, was
found to have tested positive for both cocaine and marijuana in his urine. The operator of car #207 showed evi-
dence of marijuana use in a mandatory drug test after the accident, "These results again demonstrate to us a
very, very difficult and dangerous situation," SEPTA Chairman Lewis F. Gould, Jr. told the [ngquirer. "We be-
Tieve that random drug testing is a very valuable too] to use," he concluded,

Union leaders again took issue with SEPTA's position on random tests, in spite of a plea for cooper-
ation from General Manager Joseph Mack who declared that "fthe safefy of our riders {demands] &n expedifigus
response to this probiem.” The Delaware County district attorney's office later said it was launching an in-
vestigation to determine whether drug use by the operators contributed tp the accident, in which case they could

be charged with reckless endangerment, a misdemeanor punishable by up to two years in prison. GBoth operators
have been suspended with fntent to dismiss.

The January 26 crash was the fourth on the PAW over the past 13 months. One passenger has died and
124 persons were injured in a series of accidents which began with a vandal-caused collision at West Overbrogk
on December 11, 1985. Two weeks later, on December 24, 1985, two Bullets were involved in a sideswipe callision

at Conshohocken Road station and on August 23, 1986 Strafford car #1§7 ran aut of control into a wall at G9th
Street Terminal.

Both the City and Suburban Transit Divisions had their problems with the twin snowstarms of January
22 and 26. The Broad Street subway operated with few delays but inoperative cars forced a reduction in the num-
ber of trains on the Market-Frankford Line and elimination of rush-hour skip-stop service for a time. Trolley
routes 15, 23 and 56 were converted to buses on the storm days, in line with SEPTA's policy of kesping PCC's in
the barn when snow reaches a depth of six inches. Bus service in hilly areas such as Manayunk was suspended,
and other surface lines experienced huge delays--especially during the first storm--because of inadequate plow-
ing of streets and traffic tieups. SEPTA tried to adjust to an early afternocon rush hour on the 22nd, as numer-
ous center city stores and offices closed at 1 or 2 PM. And many riders stranded by the shutdown of the Media
and Marcus Hook rail lines grabbed the subway-elevated to 69th Street in hopes of getting home via Red Arrow
trolleys and buses. PATCO weathered the storms wel] but suffered reduced ridership on both storm days as wel]l
a5 the days immediately following. While PATCO trains operated with few problems, commuters had difficulty in
getting out of snow-clogged parking lots at several stations,

A State Supreme Court decision last MNovember should help stem the tidal wave of 1iability suits being
tiled against SEPTA, the Morristown Times Herald reparts, In the case of Feingold vs. SEPTA, the Lourt ruled
that SEPTA 1s protected under a 1978 law which caps the liability of any State agency at 31 million for each
accident, or $250,000 for any one individual. "We see the 1ight at the end of the tunnel," said James J. Rooney,
director of SEPTA's claims department. "You're going ta see the payments go way down." Ten percent of the
Authority's 1987 operating budget is earmarked for Tiability payments, the highest of any passenger-carrying
agency in the U.5. This has happened partly as the result of a series of rail and bus accidents and partly be-
cause the State's doctrine of "joint and several Tiability" has made large businesses an attractive target for
personal injury lawsuits. That may now change, at least in the case of SEPTA.

{Continued on Page §)
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SEPTA is biding its time on threatened service cuts unti] it sess what action, if any, Governar Casey
and the Legislature will take on supplemental funding for mass transit..........CONQress i5 working on a highway-
mass transit reauthorization bBill which is expected to hold transit funding at existing levels..........5EFTA’s
Suburban Transit Divisfon, which operates the accident-prone PEW line, has decided not to allow any rafl excur-
STONS. . aas.. Attorney David Marston, who was appointed to the SEPTA board by former Govermor Thormburgh, has
resigned. Governor Casey is expected to name his own representative soonm.......... SEPTA Board Member Frank W.
Jenkins was elected last month as chairman of the Montgomery County Republican Committee,

SEPTA is offering a 310,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the man
who shot and wounded a Market-Frapkford Line cashier during a 3100 robbery at the T5th & Market Streets station
on JANUATY Z..ieeerens The Ingquirer aon January 20 carried a piéce about SEPTA Mechanic Jimmy Lemaina, BO, whg
repairs buses at the Germantown garage. Lemaina went to work for the old Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company in
1934 and has worked as a first class mechanic for the last 43 years. Attributing his long 1ife to a glass of
chianti each evening and & no-smoking habit, Lemaina said he has no plans to retire.......... SEPTA has a group
of mechanics based at 69th Street carhouse which it calls the "Railbusters.” On call 24 hours a day and headed
by a wreckmaster, the crew is summoned to the scene of any rail accident or derailment because of their exper-
tise in handling such jobs (SEPTA Lines).

SEPTA will rerpute its Route 15 trolleys this year via Lancaster Avenue and non-reyvenue frackaoe an
40th and 41st Streets, while the bridge at Girard and Belmont Avenues is replaced. New switches will be in-

stalled at the intersections of Lancaster, 40th and 41st.......... Former South Broad subway cars 155 and 174
were moved on February 2 to ODelaware Car Company, Wilmington, for conversion jnto flatcars. SEPTA GP9 #7019
hauled the cars from Fern Rock yard to AMTRAXK's Penn Coach yard via the center city tunnel......... Another flap

betwaen SEPTA and Transport Workers Union Local 234 erupted last month over the issue of SEPTA supervisors
allegedly ardering Market-Frankford Line operators to run trains with passengers on board even when the dear
closing signal in the operator's cab was malfunctioning. SEPTA sajd that in such cases Etrains are run to either
E9th Street or Bridge Street shops for repairs, but that visual checks are used to make sure that all doors are
closed and passengers are safely aboard.

Just as advertised, President Reagan's Fiscal Year 1988 budget submitted to Congress on January 6
propases to cut off all Funding for AMTRAK, to sell the Northeast Corrfdor for 31.5 billion, and to reduce mass
transit subsidies by 56 percent, to %1.8 billion. Senator Frank Lautenberg of Hew Jersey has introduced legis-
lation to continue Amtrak funding at current levels and to scuttle the NEC sale. The bill has mumerous co-
sponsors, including Pennsylvania's two Republican Semators. While the Administration wants to continue its

pras?nt spending for highways, another hard fight is expected in Congress to preserve Amtrak and transit fund-
ing (MARP].

Qur old friend Caritas, the Art Deco-style private car from Denver, will be return-
Amtrak ing ta Philadelphia this spring. S5ilver Carpet Lines, Inc., managed by Chapter Members John
\ Macey and Doug Watts, has announced a series of excursions with Caritas on several Amtrak
) trains, beginning the weekend of April 17-19 (see "Extra List").” A complete brochure is
F available by phoning 215-586-3019..........AMTRAK and CONRAIL have reached a negotiated
agreement in increased trackage charges for freight trains traveling the MEC. Under a 19856
law, Amtrak was given the authority to seek higher trackage charges through the Interstate Commerce Commission.

AMTRAK, 1ike other transportation modes in the Delaware Vallay, suffered extensjve delays as a result
of the late-January snowstorm. Metroliner seryvice was cancelled and many other Corridor Erains operated far
bahind schedule due in part to a 7O-mph speed restriction placed on AEM-7 electric locomotives. The reasan
given was that snow seeping into the air bellows of thesa Swedish-designed units caused the bellows to freezs,
interfering with their suspension. The snow-shy Capitol Liners ran up the white flag early on and had to be
excused from their normal duties on the 600-series Harrisburg trains. For more than a week the limping Liners,
pantographs raised to provide light and heat, were towed by AEM-7's or steam-boiler E60's #950 and 953. Several

trains were also represented with AEM-7's hauling Amfleet or Heritage coaches on the Suburban Station-to-
Harrisburg run.

AMTRAK has issued a calorful 92-page travel planning gquide for 1987, containing complete tour infor-
mation for every long-distance train, travel tips and reservations information. Entitled "See America on
Amtrak--Discover the Magic," the magazine-style booklet can be obtained at Amtrak ticket offices or by writing
Amtrak at P. Q. Box 7717, Itasca, IL 60143 {Rail Travel MHews).....ieeu. With the closing of AMTRAK's reservation
sales affices last year in Jacksonville, FL and Larie Place, WY, all 800-USA-RAIL telephone calls are now being
handled at the R30's in Fort Washington, PA, Chicago and Los Angeles (Amtrak Mews)..........As of December 1,

AMTRAK will accept personal checks for 325 ar more only upon presentation of a photo [D card and one of six
major credit cards {RTN).

The Broadway Limited, Train #41, had a very bad day on January 13. The nine-car train, pulled by
single F40 #2687, encountered engine trouble at Lancaster, then lost all power near Elizabethtown, CONRAIL
GP38-2's 8124-8159 were summoned from a nearby freight train to haul #41 to Harrisburg while a rescue unit was
ordered from Philadelphia. With no lights or heat on board, the 93 passengers were instructed to transfer to
the Capitol Liner cars on train 615, which was brought alongside on track #1. Train 615 arrived Harrisburg
station at 7 PM and #41 arrived at 7:06 behind the freight units. Half an hour later relief F40 #2955 arrived,

(Concinued on Fage T)
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PHILADELPHIA EXPRESS (Continued from Page 6}

but when coupied to #41 it lost jts battery charge. Conrail was requested to supply locomotives to move the
Broadway west and AEM-7 #915 was coupled up to supply HEP to the stalled train. Meanwhile, another F40 was
dispatched from Philadelphia behind AEM-7 #9344, The rescue unit, #257, arrived Harrisburg at 11:317 PM and Con-
rail 5S040 #6263 was coupled to the train ahead of #2357 at 12:17 AM. Finally, at 12:29 AM, train 41 departed
for Chicago, six hours and 59 minutes late.

AMTRAK Friend James Flerio of New Jersey has given up his post &5 chairman of the House Transpor-
tation Subcommittee to sign on as head of a new subcommittee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and Competitive-
ness. Anather panel, the Subcommittee on Transportation and Hazardous Materials chaired by Thomas Luken of Ohia,

will assume jurisdiction over Amtrak and other rail matters..........The Official Railway Guide's Passenger
Edition may expire this year, according to a report in The Fast Majl. After ten years of publication, the PE's
circulatien is only about 9,000,.........The January issue of Railway Age carries an interesting article by
Editor Luther Miller entitled "The great passenger train comebzck."” An accompanying table shows 1,238 railroad
and transit cars delivered to U.5. and Canadian operators in 1986, with work progressing on another 1,603 cars.
The latter group includes 35 push-pull cars for SEPTA to be built by Bembardier.......... Aleng with the impend-

ing shutdown of Philadelphia's Transit America plant, Budd Company will close its gne-of-a-kind rail testing
laboratory at Hunting Park in June.

CONMRAIL and its six investment banking firms will file a3
registration statement with the Securities & Exchange Commission Ehis
CONRAIL month, a required step before the public sale of stock in the railroad.

After approval by the SEC, a part of the statement known as the pro-

spectus will be made available to those interested in the offering.

It is believed that the actual sale of stock will begin this spring.
.......... CONRAIL last month issued a new system map, in colar, showing all lines operated as of October 1984.
This is the second revision of CR's system map.......... CONRAIL reported net income of 5431 millien in 1986,
down two percent from 1985,

In recent weeks the all-piqgyback "Orange Blossom Special,” which runs from Orlando, FL to Kearny, NJ
and return via C5XT-Philadelphia-CONRAIL, has been showing up here with a mix of four or five AF&P, Seaboard and
Chessie units. Occasionally a blue and gray CSK diesel will appear in the lashup..see.ve.. In ICC Finance Docket
#30941, C5K through its Baltimore & Ohio subsidiary has agreed to grant overhead trackage rights to CONRAIL be-
tween Philadelphia (Park Junction) and Washington (Anacostia Junction), and between West Aiken, MD, near Perry-
ville, and Baltimore (Bay View). As noted in December Cinders, Conrail trains T¥-23 and TV-24 began utilizing
these rights between Baltimore and Washington last fall.

CONRAIL has filed a petition with the ICC to abandon 9.55 miles of its Joanna secondary track betwean
Joanna and Birdsboro, PA. This is a remnant of the ex-Reading Wilmington & Northern branch which served & now-
exhausted iron ore stockpile at Morgantown (Traffic World).......... The derailment of CONRAIL train TV-28 near
Huntingdon, PA an January 11 caused AMTRAK train 240, the Broadway Limited, to detour via C5%'s Chessie mainline
from Pittsburgh to Washington, thence NEC to New York.

shertling Mews: Edward A. Lewis, author of the American Shortline Rajlway Guide series, is reportedly
leaving his job as general manager of Vermont's LAMOILLE YALLEY RAILRDAD to become president of the ABERDEEN &
ROCKFISH in Morth Carolina..........A group of 2% small and mid-sized railroads has formed a new lobbying organ-
ization cailed the Hegional Railroads of America......... The American Short Line Railrgad Association reports
that its membership has exceeded the 300 mark (Traffic World).......... Willis B. Kyle, president aof KYLE RAIL-
WAYS which operates ten shortline and regional railroads, has been named "Man of the Year" by Modern Railroads
Magazine..... +evo.The AAR has published a booklet profiling 475 non-Class [ railroads from the ALASKEA to the
YREKA WESTERM. For 310 it may be gordered from the AAR at 207-639-2100.

Mare Shortline Items: Jersey Southern Railway, Seabrook, NJ, shut down on February 1. Managed by
the Ontario Lines group, the three-mile, locally-owned railroad will now be operated by WIHCHESTER & WESTERNM
with which it connects..........5TRASBURG RAIL ROAD has cancelled its off-line insurance policy, so there will
be no steam trips on AMTRAK this year with SRC equipment.......... ANTHRACITE RAILWAY will receive 31.7 million
in State funds to upgrade its 16-mile line between Emmaus and Pennsburg, PA..... «+sssDelaware, Maryland and
Virginia officials have agreed that their states should try to purchase the 93-mile EASTERMN SHORE RAILROAD, which
extends from Pocomoke, MD to Norfolk, VA. Its owner, Canonie Atlantic, Inc., has threatened to shut down the
road within the next few months unless it receives at least %7 million for the PrOpPErtY. . iveessas LACKAWANNA
VALLEY RAILROAD, Scranton, PA, has built a new enginehouse and acquired ex-CONRAIL U33B #2030, according to a
report in Railpace. Member Neil Weinberg also reports that area officials took a demonstration ride November 18
in a leased British Leyland railbus wia LVAL's recently-upgraded line between Scranton and Carbondale. Lacka-
wanna County Railroad Authority, which owns the former DELAWARE & HUDSON branch, is pushing to establish rail
commuter service in the valley,.........The Reagan Administration has asked Congress to rescind 38 million
approved last year for the Steamtown Museum in Scranton.

SOUTH JERSEY RAIL BOOK [S NEAR PUBLICATION

By Rail to the Boardwalk, Richard Gladulich's definitive history of the PRSL and its predecessors was
at the bindery in mid-January and should be on the Philadelphia Chapter sales table within weeks. The 332-page
hardbound book. published by Interurban Press/Trans-Anglo Books, contains more than 550 photos and lists for
547,95,
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FEBRUARY [4-15, 1987: Greenberg's-Great Train, Doll Heuse and Tov Show ac

Valley Forpe Convention & Exhibit Center (Lower Level), 1200 Firse Avenue, Valtev Forpe,

A, off Routes 23 and 422, 11 AM to 5 TM, Admission: 34 adules, childron under 12! [ree

with adult admission. For information, telephone 301-B76-B40.

FEBRUARY 21: MNew Enwland States Limited, "Spow Train to Vermont', sponsored
by Massachusetts Ray, RHE, will cperate loston, MA te Rrattleboro, ¥T and return. with
aptlenal sidetrip to White River Juncrion, via CH's Bosten & Mlbany malnline eo Malmer,
MA, then via Central Vermone Railway. Amfleec-equipped crain will lsave Boston's South
Station 8 AM, stopping at Back Bay, Wellesley Square, West Narick and Worcescor,
Cprional sleigh ride, shopping erip or covered hridae tonrs avallahie, Fares: 355,95
adults, §34.95 children under 12, Tickets and Informatlon avallahle from: Massachusetes
Bay Railroad Enthusiasts, Inc., P. 0. Box 525, Bedford, MA ULTI0, [Pleass include
stamped, sell-addressed envelope.

HARCH 153: Train Show & Sale "87 at Mather Seton High Scheel, tlark, W1, 9 AM
to 3:30 PM, sponsored by Jersey Central Chapter HEHS. Model trains, booke sod railrond-
lana will be featured. Location is at Clark Circle, Garden Stare Parkway Exle 125.
Admission: §3 adules, children under 12 free, maximum per family $5. For information,
write: Jersey Central Chapter NRHS, P. 0. Box 700, Clack, 37 0TOGE-0700,

APRIL 17-19: Firsc-class trip in luxurious private car Caritas from Philadzlphia te Zavaonah, GA and
return via Amtrak trains 839-90. Teave 30th Streec Sration %:21 AM Friday, return 7:30 M Sundav. Capacicy
limited te !4 passenpgers for day travel., For Fares and information, contact Silver Carpet Lines, 1507 Woodland
Avenue, Felerofe, PA 19032 {telephone 213-586-3019).

AFRIL 24_2?,7 Caritas privace car ccip from Thiladelphia to Williamshurg, VA and retnrn via Amncrak
93-96. Contacre Silver Carper Lines as shown in icem above.

APRIL 26B: Harrisburg Train Show and Sale, sponsored by Harrisburg Chapter MRHS, will be held 10 aM
to 4 FM at Harrisburg River Rescue Building, 1119 Soucth Cameron Screet, Harrisburg, PA. [Proceeds will benefit
the restoration of Chapter's ex-Pennsylvania Railroad ¥6b wooden caboose. Admissian: 32,00 ae door. 53.00 for
Families. Tables: $15.00 for first table, $10.00 each additional table. TFor Further information, cootact:
Barrisburg Chapter NRHS, P, 0. Box 3423, Shiremanstewn, PA 17011 ttelephone 717=-243=4209),

MAY 1: Caritas trip from Philadelphia to ¥ew York and return via Amtrak trains 46-193. Concact Sil-
ver Larpet Lines above.

MAY 2: Caricas trip from Philadelphia to Harrisburg and return wia Amtrak trains 47-46. Cancaer
Silver Carper Lines above.

MAY 2: Lenape Steam Limited using Wilmingtan & Western equipment will operate from Kennecc Sguare to
Lenape, PA and return via Octoraro Railway, sponsored by Upland Couwntty Day Schoel. Train leaves Kennace Sruars
10:45 AM, returning about 4 PM. DBuffer luncheon including regional beer and wines will be served at lLanape [an
overlooking Brandywine Creek. Tickets Including tax-deductible donacion: 573 per person. For informacion. con-
tace Upland Country Tay School, 420 West Street Road, Kennerr Square, PA 19348 (telephone 215-444-10045).

MAY 3: Carictes trip from Philadelphia to Washington and return via Amerak trains 89-90. Contact
Silver Carpet Lines abova.

MAY 8-10: Caritas trip from Philadelphia to Williamsburg and return via Amcrak crains 95-96. Con=
ract Silver Carpet Lines above.

MAY 15: Caritas teip from Philadelphia to New York and return via Amtrak 46-193, Contace Silvar Car-
pet Lines above.

MAY 16-17: Caricas erip from Fhiladelphia to Boston and return via amtrak 198=179. Concact Silver
Carpec Lines above,

Ma¥ 22-25: Caritas trip from Philadelphia ro Hvannis, MA and recurn via Amerak and Cape Cod &
Hyannis Railroad. Leave 30ch Screet Station 8:26 AM Friday, return 9:40 PM Monday. Fare: 3109 per persan 2ach
way. For rtickets and information, contact High Iran Travel Corp., P. 0. Box 3344, Denver, CO 80217 {relephone
303-825-BA8BS).

MAY 23-15: WNew York Rail Weekend, sponsored by Electric Railroaders' Association, Inc,. featurineg
Merro-NHorth/Conrail erip from Grand Central Terminal, New York toe Danbury, CT, Hopewell Junction and Beacon, ¥Y.
then return to Grand Cencral. Also NYCTA subway trip using wpusual equipment and FATH excursion covering entire
system with ¥ cars. For further Iinformation and fares, write ERA Trip Committee, F. 0. Box 4208, Grand Central
Station, MNew York., NY 10163-6208. Please include stamped, self-addressed envelape.

1956 OFFICIAL GUIDE TO BE REPUBLISHED

Some will argue that the year 1956 marked the end of the era in which private railroads were still
seriously promoting passenger travel. So the publishers aof the Official Guide of the Railways have decided to
reissue the July 1956 edition to help today's train lovers recall that period of 30 years ago.

The entire issue has been reprinted exactly as before, except that a far better quality of paper is
used. And the price for the 1,500-page encyclopedia of travel is no longer the original 54 per copy but %45,
Apply to: National Railway Publication Company, 424 West 33rd Street, Wew York, NY 10001,
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— ON THE SCENE
The biggest Amtrak news development for the month was the tragic accident at Gunpow interlccking an
January 4, and that story will be covered elsewhere this issue. Suffice it to say, many questions remain un-
answared, and the investigation will continue, The two AEM-7's, 903 and 900 are write-offs, as are one Ancafe

and two Amcoaches. The Amcafe has been widely reported as the 20039, and the two coaches are 21235 and 71038,
The remaining cars at this weiting are being held at Amtrak's Bear, OE maintenance hase.

['ve been taken to task {(in jest, I might add) far calling Amtrak 21-22 the Inter-American (it's the
Eagle) and Amtrak 58-59 the Panama Limited (it's the City of New Orleans). [, however, am oiven ta thinking in
numbers, and when translating the data for my column, went back ane generatiaon toa far!

Christmas did not generate the same amount of Corridor traffic that Thanksgiving did, but as usual,
the Tong-distance trains were running with lengthened consists. The Florida trains did run to 18 cars saversl
times that [ observed them.

Keeping track of Beech Grove activity is no longer as masy as it ance was, At prasent, nothing of
any substance is going on except that reports claim some French turbos may be under a rebuilding program for
Empire Service. Two former Heritage diners have been re-equipped as griddle-diners -- 8550 and 8552 were the
former 8306 and 8508, respectively-- both ex-Northern Pacific flat-side Budd-built cars,

Foar the record, two cars are known to have misspelled names. Johns Hopkins {3120} is spelled as
John Hopkins, and Loch Tarbert (2090) is spelled Tarbet. Sieeper 2735 is supposed to be a former Placid car,
but is named Star Vale, perhaps another case of erroneous naming. For the record, & number of other Amtrak
cars do not carry the names they once did, and they are: six Slumbercoaches (2080, 2081, 2085, 2087, 2096 and
2097} three lounges (3118, 3122, 3126) seven 1i-bedroom cars {2220, 2221, 2222, 2230, 2231, 2232, 2233,
11 10-6 sleepers {2443, 2450, 2459, 2463, 2457, 2884, 2BBB, 7890, 2897, 7891, 28%94) and two diners {3502, 8503).

Mast Heritage cars have now been repainted in the current scheme, excepting a number of bagoage cars
and a few sleepers. Photographers may have noted several cars with a small blue strip where the name should be.
In June through August, 1986, Beach Grove released nine cars with the names stenciled an the name plate rather
than with a decal. The cars were: 208B-Loch Leven, 2092-Loch Arkaiq, 3121-Henry knox, 2437-Pacific Ocean,
2440-Pacific Beach, 2448-0ak Grove, 2449-Maple Grove, 2453-Cedar Grove and 246R-57 ver Plain. Subsequent cars
were released with standard decals once again, but most of the names on the abave cars have hbeen painted out.

In other railrpad items, Union Pacific repartedly has retired 16 of 32 known company-service cars,
since five of the ten coaches have been retired, future steam trips may have to look elsewhere for cars. The
16 remaining cars, apart from the five coaches include twg diners, one diner-lounge, one lounge, ane dome-
launge, two baggage and four bedroom sleepers.

Tour Alaska purchased the 46 former Southern Pacific gallery cars rendered surplus by the delivery
of new cars to Caltrans. While plans have not been fully disclosed, early reports indicate that the cars may
be rebuilt for tour service in California and Alaska. Thev were the last fleet of steam-heated cars out west.

While walking to my station on January 9, I noted an Amtrak AEM-7 pulling a switcher and three HJ
Transit GGI's (4883, 4875 and 4873). They were being returned from Amtrak's Wilmington shop after draining the
transformers,

The Alaska Railroad has acquired three additional Budd ROC's from Amtrak. One will be fully rebuilt,
one partially so and the third held in reserve. The three fully rebuilt RDC's will be used south of Anchorage

this summer, with the HEP train working the tourist service up to Denali Park. It appears that most if not all
steam cars have now been sold off.

The Roaring Fork Railroad proposes to operate ski trains between Denver and Azpen over the Rio Grande
mainline and a restared branchline into Aspen. Sixteen cars were purchased from the Alaska Railrpad, while 19

Amtrak and four other cars have joined the fleat. Most are coaches, but some meal service cars and first class
cars are included.

In commuter rail items, Metro-North has ordered an additional 231 cnachee from Bombardier; now 38 are
on arder to strengthen its fleet on both sides of the Hudson (some cars operate out of Hoboken, of course, under
N Transit to Mew York State points).

{Continued on Fage 10)
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OM THE SCEME (Continued Erom Page 93

Railway Age published its annual passenger issue in January, I have amplified it with my own notes
and here is a |ist of cars delivered in 1986 and sti11 on arder far future delivery,

In intercity equipment, only the 74 "Mmboxes” built by Thrall are noted, and significantly, Ra i Tway
Age does not anticipate any further orders (for Amtrak or VIA) within the next five years! Rumors have surfaced
that Amtrak is considering additional HEP conversions of stored steam cars and VIA may well go the same route,
given that its Superliner-type equipment order seems to be a dead issue.

[n commuter equipment, anly the 54 M-4 cars on grder for Metro-North's New Haven line are electric
cars -- everything else is to be locomotive-hauled.

During 1986, Transit America completed its last commuter cars, finishing a 174-car order far the
Long Island. Metro-North received 39 cars from Bombardier (19 for the Hudson Line and 20 far the New Haven) and

Laltrans took a follow-on order of eight Nippon-Sharyo gallery cars (two others were rejected due to enroute sea
water corrgsion and will be delivered later).

Boston's MBTA has 67 cars on order from Germany's M-8-B. These will permit the replacement of much
autdated equipment stock (dead RDC's and 40-year-old coaches) and give Amtrak’'s newest commuter gparation a
Tift. Elsewhere along the Corridor, SEPTA's 35-car order and Metro-Horth's 38 similar cars have heen praviously
wted, and we'll also see 20 additional Comet II coaches on HJ Transit from Bombardier, and Sumitomo wiil he
building 13 more coaches for Maryland's MARC, to replace RDC's.

Horth of the border, Toronto's GO Transit has 63 bi-Tevel coaches coming From UTDC (for service ax-
pansion as well as replacement of their last single-level cars).

Hapid transit continues to be an active area with ten systems in the market for new cars. Atlanta
is receiving cars from Hitachi far its next route extension. Baltimare has received its Final cars from Transit
America, as did Miami. As Transit America seems to fade intg the sunset, Chicago will receive the final 36
cars af a 600-car order from Red Lion. Mew York continues on its massive re-equipment program, recefving nearly
550 cars last year. 5ti11 to come are about 300 IRT cars from Bombardier and 285 Westinghouse-Amrail cars far
the IND { an option for an additional 200 cars is expected to be exercised, replacing the Tast "red" cars on the
[ND-BMT Tines}). NYCTA's Budd-built "Brightliners", now 24 years old, are to be rebuilt and air-conditioned.
Completion of these projects will spell the end of Mew York's last non-air-conditioned subway cars.

PATH has received about 30 cars of a 95-car grder from Kawasaki. These PA-4 class cars are numbered
BOO-894. Washington's WMATA continues to receive Breda cars, with 76 ramaining for 1987 delivery. Boston ex-
pects 58 cars from Ontarie's UTDC to strengthen its Red Line fleet, and Soferval should soon start deliveries
of @ 150-car order for "C" type intermediate cars for BART. The only Canadian order of note is in Toronto, and

none of their UTOC order have been accepted, so the vintage "red" cars continue to run on the Yonge-lUniversity-
Spadina line.

There are eight light rail systems figuring in this year's survey. Boston is receiving 100 Type 7
cars from Japan-- they'l]l release older LRV's and will obviate the need to reactivate any PCC's when and if the
Arborway line is ever restored to service. Buffalo in 1986 received one car from Tokyu Car. DuWag was a
supplier to two systems -- Pittsburgh and San Diegqo. Sacramento is in the midst of receiving 26 cars from Bom-
bardier and Santa Clara will operate a fleet of 50 cars being delivered by Canada's UTDC. FPortland completed
receipt of its order, tog. Finally, the last units were delivered to the Scarborough and Vancouver systems.

In 1967, orders are anticipated from Boston (more commuter cars to complete their modernization),
Los Angeles (the first subway and light rail cars), New York (another 200 cars to retire the remaining R27/R30
cars on the BMT/IND). Also we ought to expect SEPTA's 26-car order for the Norristown High Speed Line, and
follow-on orders for San Diego and Sacramento. The five-year forecast (1988-1992) suggests that SEPTA could
be expected to order 70 LRV's {assuming their are any surface routes remaining by then!),

In actual transit happenings, Los Angeles will build its new subway yard on the site of the former
Santa Fe 1st Street yard. The first segment, 4.4 miles, will extend from Union Station to Wilshire & Alvarado.
San Francisco is extending the J-Church streetcar route down to the Balboa Park BART station. Additional cars
will be required, and reports indicate consideration is being given to acquiring some of Boston's Boeing LRV's,
now that the new Type 7 cars are replacing them.

Chicago intends to build a new rapid transit line to Midway Airport just north of Archer Avenue,
the heaviest bus corridor. Eventually, the El routes will be realigned just south of the Loop, so that the
State Street subway will be extended seuth several blocks and connected to the Dan Ryan line in Chinatown.
The El will be connected to the Englewood/Jackson Park elevated line, but eventually this line may be discon-
tinued and Loop E1 trains extended via the Archer Avenue line.

We've noted PATH's receipt of new PA-4 cars abave, but production of rebuilt cars has lagged far
behind expectations. 1 have noted only nine control cars and eight blind mgtors so far. “K" type cars
dating from 1958 remain in service --mostly on the Journal Sgquare-33rd Street line,
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16 DIE IN AMTRAK'S WORST ACCIDENT (Continued from Page 1)

Engineer Gates was only slightly injured and Brakeman Cramwell suffered a broken leg, though all three
Conrail units were derailed and #5045 destroyed. AEM-7's #3800 and 903 will be written off, as will the first
three passenger cars and Conrail #5045. The other cars and locomotives are considered repairable.

First word of the accident was phoned to Amtrak's Fhiladelphia operations center by the operator at
"tdgewood" tower, four miles to the north, Several residents of the nearby West Twin River Beach section of
Baltimore County, on hearing the crash, rushed to the shattered train and helped pull survivers out of the wreck-
age, even before police, fire and rescue units arrived on the scens. Other negighbars cpened their hames to
passengers and weary rescue workers, feeding and sheltering them. President Reagan was so moved by the gener-

osity of these local citizens that he later invited a number of them to the White House to affer his personal
thanks.

A vast armada of men and machines was quickly mobilized to comb the train for additional victims, and
te clear the right-of-way so that repair work could begin. Highway equipment soon appeared, followed by the &m-
trak work train from Philadelphia powered by GPT's 771-775, which arrived at 6:30 PM. Heavy machinery from the
Hulcher wreck-clearing firm arrived at 7 P &nd the fong cleanup job was underway in earnest. Conrail's Enola
wreck train with GP33-2 #8049 and GP4Q-2 23345 joined the effort at 2:45 AM. Later, Amtrak's rail, ballast and
Wire trains were added to the task force.

With its mainline completely blocked, the catenary down and traction power knocked out below Perry-
ville, Amtrak was forced ta halt all Corridor service south of FPhiladelphia. fmong the trains stopped short of
the accident was #81, the Silver Star, at MP 74 near "Bush." Conrail diesels 6514-3219-3321, taken off a cpal
train at Perryville, coupled ta the rear of 81 and hauled it back to Philadelphia.

To help deal with the throngs of passengers stranded at 30th Street Station, SEPTA was requested ta
furnish ten 3ilverliners far Philadelphia-Wilmingtan shuttle service as well as a fleet of buses to transport
passengers to Baltimore and Washington. Greyhound and Trailways, already busy with holiday travel, wers unable
to help, but HJ Transit and several tour operators came up with a fleet of buses to assist in clearing the
crowds from the station. SEPTA alone furnished 36 buses during the late afternogn and early evening, as well as
superyisors and an emergency towtruck, all of which wers dispatched southward. Three of the articulated Volvo

coaches reportedly made the run all the way to Washington. At least one set of SEPTA MU's, Ted by #2204, ran as
far as MNewark, DE.

Meanwhile, arrangements were being made to gperate several makeup trains for passengers to and from
the South, detouring via CSX's former Chessie route between Washington and Park Junctien in Philadelphia, thence
Conrail via Belmont and "Zoo" tower. The first southbound train aver this route was 19, the Crescent, which
backed out of 30th Street about 6 PM with two F40's. The first northbound detour train, 18 cars behind F40's
#321-364, departed Washington at 8:30 PM, arriving 30th Street at 1:27 AM on Monday the Sth. [t left far Hew
York at 2:02 AM as train #66, behind AEM-7 #907. A second southbound extra on Sunday appeared to represent
beth trains &1 and 87,

On Monday, five detour tfrains were operated from Philadeiphia to Washington via C5% and four ran in
the opposite direction. Several of these were spotted with a single F40 and about ten Amfleet cars, their
passengers changing in Washington. The last northbound extra was pullad back from Belmant to 30th Street by
Conrail GP15-1"s #1628 and 1611, arriving at 2:56 AM on Tuesday the 6th. Shuttle trains using SEPTA MU's ran
all day Monday between 30th Street and WiTmingtan while Amtrak attempted to maintain normal service between
Philadelphia and New York. Mo altermate bus service, however, was provided to and from Baltimore or Washingtan.

In addition to the passenger trains detoured over CSX, a number of Conrail and Guilford freight
trains were rerouted through Park Junction to and from Baltimore/Washingten. On Tuesday the Gth, Harrisburg-
Baltimore piggyback trains T¥-22 and TV-25 operated via the Aiken connection near Perryville to reach C5X rails.
With the added passenger and freight traffic, train movements on the single-track C5X line to Philadelphia were
more than double the normal valume.

At 2 AM on Tuesday, after more than 34 hours of round-the-clock work--clearing debris, installing
panel track and repairing signals--track 3 through "Gunpow" was reopened for service, but only for diesel oper-
ation. At 6:45 AM track 2 was reopened as work continued an the 2,000 feet of catenary structure which had been
knocked down in the accident. Limited diesel service was begun later in the morning, with pairs of F40's added
to or detached from trains at 30th Street Station. In some cases the AEM-7's were towed behind the diesels with

pantographs locked down. The press reported that 25 trains were operated that day, carrying about one-third af
the normal daily ridership.

Train 19, departing 30th Street in late afternoon, was the last diesel-powered southbound train, as
catenary power was restored to #3 track at 7:20 PM. "A" track was returned to service at 3:47 AM Wednesday but
#] was sti11 held out for use by work EqQuipment.

Amtrak restored full train service--some 80 daily trains--on Wednesday marning, although stow orders
remained in effect in the vicinity of "Gunpow." Passengers on the passing trains received a graphic view of the
destruction, because much of the wrecked equipment remained at the scene. Freight operatfen on the Corridor
also resumed on Wednesday.

{Continued on Page 12)
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Within hours of the tragic accident. the "Gunpow" area was swarming with investigators from the
National Transportation Safety Beard, Federal Railroad Administration, Amtrak, Conrail and State and local auth-
orities. Media coverage was extensive both in the newspapers and on television, as the universal question was
raised: "How could this happen?" Attention centered on the actions af the Conrail crew, especially as to why
they did not act soomer to stop their locomotives. While Amtrak officials insisted that the signal system had
been functicning properly, Engineer Gates told investigators that the distant signal had actually displayed an
approach limited aspect, requiring that the next signal be approached at 45 mph ar less (but not necessarily
prepared to stop). A salvaged speed recorder, however, indicated that the Tight diesels were actually traveling
at 64 mph when the brakes were applied approaching the home signal. The Amtrak train too was exceeding the pre-
scribed speed limit by 23 mph.

Later revelations that both Conrafl trainmen had tested positive for the presance of marijuana in
their blood and urine ignited a new controversy, in which the Department of Transportation announced its support
for a program of random drug testing for railroad and airline operating emplayees. The probe also disclosed
that the cab signals and train radie in Conrail wnit #5044 were ingperative and that an unknown party had par-
tially taped over the cab signal whistle which is designed to alert the crew to signals ahead. [n addition, it
was pointed ocut that neither FRA nor Amtrak rules require that freight diesels be equipped with the automatic
speed control devices found on Amtrak passenger locomotives, (A1) Conrail E44 and GG] electrics had these de-
vices.) It is believed that an operable speed control system in the Conrail units would have prevented the
accident at "Gunpow."

As the investigations continue--NTSBE said it might be a year before its report is issusd--there were
many calls in Congress and the press for tighter rules on Corridor rail operations. At a January 20 hearing on
the Colonial accident before a Senate Transportation Subcommittee, Amtrak President W. Graham Claytor, Jr. laid
the blame squarely on the freight crewmen. “The evidence is overwhelming," he declared, that the cause of the
accident "was the outrageous conduct of the Conrail crew in violating not one but a whole series of important
operating rules." A later report that they may have been watching a football game on & portabie TV set in the
cab simply added fuel to the controversy. Amtrak held a trial for the two crewman late in January, but it is
not known what disciplimary action has been taken.

On February 3 Congressman James J. Florio of Mew Jersey introduced a bill to require automatic speed
control and other safety devices on all trains operating in the Corridor between Boston, New York and Washingtan,
including freight locomotives and commuter trains. And the issue of whether freight trains should be allowed tg

share the high-speed passenger route in the first place will also be thoroughly debated over the next several
months.
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