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“"STONY CREEK RAMBLE II” SET FOR OCTOBER 10

SEPTA's freight-only Stony Creek branch will see its second passenger train of 1993 when Philadelphia
Chapter NRHS and SEPTA operate the "Stony Creek Ramble II" excursion on Sunday, October 10. The special will

follow a somewhat different routing than the first Ramble in April, and additional photo stops have been sched-
uled.

The diesel-powered train will leave Amtrak's 30th Street Sta-
tion (Upper Level) at 9:20 AM, proceeding via freight trackage to Wayne
Junction and over the Nerristown Line. Departure from Nerristown Trans-

[ STONY CREEK BRANCH (E)

R STATION portation Center is set for 11 AM. The special will operate over the
INT | STA |siGN wp | sings [new| Newly-reopened Stony Creek branch in a westward (geographically north-
X |...|... |DALE(SEPTA—Main Ling} Rewind| 00 |- .....|.... eastward) direction to Lansdale, opposite from the April excursion.
cof e[ [WESTRONT......ooooen | 28 ool Aftap 3 Tunch stop, the train will highball to Wayne Junction via the
i [k R [EARIRANGES e | 1 <1 Mainline (former Bethlehem branch), then up the curving Chestnut Hill
gﬂﬂfﬁéﬁﬁfj__ﬁwﬂw'as ________ - East Line for two photo opportunities. Return to 30th Street is

anticipated for 4:30 PM,

One of SEPTA's air-conditioned push-pull trainsets will be
used, although motive power is uncertain at this time. While a Teased
NJ Transit U34CH Tocomotive has been advertised, clearance difficulties

& Train movements are disected on Aoad Channal No. 2
Wayne and Wind locate at Wayns, SEFTA Main Line MP 5.1,

RULES IN EFFECT—MAXIMUM SPEEDS |

Shle Single may prevent its use, with SEPTA's rare Republic-built RL1 units serving
Fulen Botween FreTvi A as backup.
0CS | Dale and Elm n

The ten-mile Stony Creek branch was opened for service in
from Conrail Fhiladelphia Division Timetable 6, 1874, becoming part of the Phﬂ_adgighia & Reading system fi\_fe years
January 1, 1993 later. The line was never a significant passenger route, finally
Tosing its last regular service in 1936, The only excursions since
that time have been sponsored by Philadelphia Chapter, the first in September 1949 and the second in April 1993!
Most of the line was shut down in 1981, remaining so until reopened for freight service by Conrail this past
February. For most railroad "mileage collectors” the Stony Creek is virgin territory.

Convenjent SEPTA and Amtrak service is operated to and from 30th Street Station, and there is ample
parking in the area. Free parking is available at Norristown. Those boarding at Norristown may return there
from 30th Street via SEPTA's regular R6 train departing at 5:23 PM (fare $3).

Tickets for this unusual fall excursion are priced at $35 per person. Members of Philadelphia Chap-
ter, however, may take advantage of a special $10 discount for members of their immediate family (wife, husband,
child) upon purchase of their own full-fare ticket. Orders should be sent to: Philadelphia Chapter NRHS, P. 0.
Box 7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302, making checks payable to "Philadelphia Chapter NRHS" and enclosing
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Tickets will also be available at the August 20 summer dinner and the Septem-
ber 17 Chapter meeting. A TRIP FLYER IS INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE (PAGE 9).

For information, telephone Frank Tatnall evenings at 215-828-0706 or Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769.

Members are urged to publicize this trip among their friends. Surplus funds from the excursion will
go toward supporting the Chapter's FP7 locomotive project.

HARRY MYERS TO BE AWARDED 50-YEAR NRHS PIN

Longtime Member Harry S. Myers this year becomes the 14th Philadelphia Chapter member to complete 50
years of continuous service in NRHS. He will be awarded the coveted gold pin at a Chapter meeting later this
season. Congratulations, Harry!
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MEETINGS: 7:30 PM, third Friday of each month (except second Friday
in December) at Eakins Lounge, Thomas Jefferson University Alumni
Hall, 1020 lLocust Street, Philadelphia, FA. Dinner at &:15 PM
{318.00 per person), Meeting 7:30 PM.
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SUMMER DINNER SCHEDULED FOR MEDIA ON AUGUST 20

Philadelphia Chapter's annual summer dinner will be held on Friday evening, August 20, at the Towne
House Restaurant, Baltimore Pike, Media. Dinner will be served at 7 PM, but members arriving early may take ad-
vantage of the Towne House's well-stocked bar.

Choice of entree is roast sirloin of beef or filet of flounder, and the dinner price is a reasonable
$21. Those wishing to attend should immediately forward a check made payable to Dinner Chaivman William C. Wag-
ner at 271 Morfolk Road, Warminster, PA 18974-3725. He must give a firm count to the restaurant no Tater than
Tuesday, August 17.

The Towne House is just a few steps from SEPTA's Route 107 trolley line, and within walking distance
of the R3 Media railroad station. Free parking is available. This is purely a social event, with no business
meeting!

CHAPTER BOASTS LARGE TURNOUT AT CHICAGO CONVENTION

At Teast 40 members of Philadelphia Chapter were registered for or noted in attendance at the NRHS
annual convention in Chicago last month. They include Bob Abrams, George Adler, Dick Barben, Howard Bender,
Wayne Blattner, Bob Brewster, Malcolm Bruno, John Burke, Lynn Burshtin, Charies Calloway, Les Dean, Bob Dicker-
son, Sheila Dorr, Marie and Larry Eastwood, Bill Faltermayer, James Goldman, Andrew Hart, Lew Hoy, Jim Kramer,
Dennis Linsky, Bill Losse, George Metz, Jeff Mora, John Murphy, Harry Myers, Robert Oliphant, Milt Pricskett,
Jim Rich, Phil Sammis. Frank Tatnall, Charles Van Reed, Bill Wagner, Nicholas and Lorraine Witkowski, and Ray
Zejher.

A large number of members of other chapters who hold "Chapter-only" memberships in Philadeiphia Chap-
ter were also noted. If anyone was overlooked, please notify the Editor.

Though plagued by bad weather much of the time, the trips generally operated as advertised. The one
exception was the steam excursion to Janesville, WI on Sunday, July 25, which had to be cancelied when Tocomo-
tive 1385 was stranded by a washout on a North Western branch in Wisconsin.

In one major event on Friday the 23rd, two NRHS-sponsored plaques were dedicated at Union Station,
where Amtrak placed them on permanent display. At the Friday directors meeting, President Raymond Wood
announced three Railway Heritage grants totaling $8,000 for worthy preservation projects, and a new Cotton Belt
Chapter at Pine Bluff, AR was admitted to NRHS. Current Society membership was reported as 20,790, including
family members. a five-percent increase over last year.

FRED WEISENBACH INJURED IN PAOLI AUTO ACCIDENT

Member Fred Weisenbach was injured on June 30 when his automobile crashed into the front of a store
on Lancaster Avenue in Paoli. He was admitted to Paoli Memorial Hospital with a fractured knee, then discharged
from the hospital later din July.

Fred's address is: 220 South Wayne Avenue, Wayne, PA 19087-4016. The Chapter joins in wishing him
a full and speedy recovery.

BERT PENNYPACKER PROFILED IN “DAILY NEWS”

Well-known railroad Author Bert Pennypacker, a member of Philadelphia Chapter, was the subject of a

biographical article in the Philadelphia Daily News during June. The story goes into detail about his chi]dhood
and his early interest in trains, which developed into a passion for writing authoritative articles about rail-

reads and primarily their locomotives.
Bert, who has been blind for the past 20 years, still writes all of his articles himself, with assist-
ance from volunteer readers who help him with his research. A large photo of Bert accompanied the article.
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As Amtrak struggled to cope with the record Midwest
floods this summer, there were some bright spots to report.

The first of the new Superliner II sleepers will be
named {surprise!) Arkansas. With the new cars comes a new Super-
Tiner livery. The striping will be moved from the window area to a
position below it, and the present arrangement of equal-width
_ stripes will give way to a broader blue stripe and narrower red and

; white stripes above. Earlier Superliner sleepers will receive the
!E'!"""ON TH E SCE NE same treatment (and their new names?) as they pass through the
shops beginning in February, 1994 to receive their new retention

toilets.

The new General Motors Tocomotives will be known as "Genesis" units, and six additional had been re-
ceived in mid-July and had been spotted on the City of MNew Orleans and Capitol Limited, with the latter probably
as a ferry move. The new power, of course, is badly needed, as it's been almost three months since the 15
Teased Helm GP40's had been taken out of service (they are now on the Southern Pacific) and timekeeping has
suffered accordingly. These high-horsepower GE's should be a big help, if they perform to expectations.

The two F69's, 450 and 451, which have been stored for some time, have been placed in service and
repainted to power the German ICE train as it tours Amtrak's system. Siemens has an interest in both the ICE
trainset and the AC gear in the F69's. Speaking of the ICE trainset, it made a special press run on Saturday,
July 24 between Washington and Rahway. I was privileged to ride over a portion of the run, and a full analysis
of the trip will appear in my next column. Top speed reached was 162 mph.

In early July, prior to the full impact of Midwest flooding, Amtrak's passenger fleet situation looked
reasonably stable. One coach had been cut from the City of New Orleans and the Coast Starlight, but this was a
programmed change. Otherwise, all trains were operating with diagrammed cars and only an occasicnal substitution
had to be made. For example, a Horizon coach might be added to the Broadway to accommodate those passengers who
missed their regular eastbound connections at Chicago.

In commuter rail news, the Long Island's Sunrise Fleet parlor car service to the East End (Montauk
and the Hamptons) requires all 12 of their parlor cars on Friday evenings. Three trains carry a single car, but
the 2 PM train from Hunterspoint Avenue rates three and the 4:05 PM train carries six. Since each car seats 45
in 2-1 seating, this amounts to 270 seats or the rough eguivalent of nine old cars.

NJ Transit, meanwhile, has ordered 19 rebuilt GP40's from Conrail to replace the bulk of its aging
GE U34CH fleet. There were six similar units (4145-4150) outshopped by Morrisen Knudsen. However, the new units
will be numbered 4200-4218. At mid-June, NJT had received some 70 rebuilt Arrow III MU cars. A1l were married
pairs except for single cars 1309 and 1331. Only three of four axles on the married pairs are motorized (the
trailing truck is the one farthest from the pantograph on the car which lacks a pantograph).

In Canada, VIA Rail Canada has been operating the Atlantic with a basic 12-car consist this summer.
From June 1, an enhanced ”Easter?y Class" service is being offered with wider meal selections, among other items.
The consist usually finds the train with two FAOPH diesels, one baggage, four coaches, one Skyline dome-lounge,
one diner, four Chateau sleepers and one Park dome-sleeper-observation. The Ocean, which uses the same equipment,
sometimes adds an additional coach or sleeper. The Chateau sleepers offer sections, duplex roomettes, bedrooms
and a drawing room, while the Park sleeper-observation has the Tast two types.

Montreal's famous electric line through the Mount Royal tunnel has been shut down for the summer to
permit major rail replacement and roadbed upgrading. This project is all part of the route modernization prior
to the introduction of new Bombardier-built metor-trailer pairs next year. Get your box cab photos this fall!

Looking into the past, the Pennsylvania Railroad's Colonial-series sleeper-lounges introduced the con-
figurations of three bedrooms and a drawing room, but the type has won its most fame as the Tayout of the Calif-
ornia Zephyr observation-domes and the similar Park-series cars built originally for Canadian Pacific's Canadian.

The most deluxe accommodation ever offered in a Pullman car intended for general service was the Master
Room. Only 14 cars, eight prewar and six postwar, had the feature. Basically, Pullman-Standard engineers took
the space of a drawing room and removed the toilet annex to an adjoining room (and added a shower). With the
extra room, they were able to incorporate two parallel lower beds, both aligned lengthwise as in a roomette.
Four chairs were provided and, like a drawing room, two windows were provided.

The PRR's six View-series cars and the Southern's four Crescent-series cars are the best known, but
the four Island-series sleeper-observations built for the 1938 Twentieth Century Limited originally had a single
room plus a single bedroom. They were stored during the war, since they had Tess than six revenue beds. In
1946, the NYC arranged to have the cars rebuilt into four double-bedroom cars.

In some trivia, the Santa Fe's Super Chief carried at least ten drawing rooms per train, probab1y a
record for a streamliner and an indication of the clientele it transported. On the other hand, the Pennsy's
Congressionals set a daytime record of 12 drawing rooms in parlor cars. The Long Island's all-parlor car trains
had more cars but, if memory serves me correctly, not all had drawing rooms.

In a commuter service note, the only two lTow-level cars operated on Chicago commuter trains (South
Shore Line excluded) are a pair of privately-owned club cars which operate together on a C&NW North Line train.
Both started life as first class lounges on Overland Route streamliners. C&NW was the eastern connection for
Union Pacific until 1955, when the switch to the Milwaukee Road was made for trains east of Omaha.
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FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.

The mighty RajlWorks project is winding down, with full service set to resume September 5 as adver-
tised. To help lure back the many riders who defected during the twin shutdowns, SEPTA will announce numerous
service improvements including more trains on certain Tines, added express runs and schedule speed-ups. The R3
West Trenton Line will enjoy three morning expresses to center city and two returning in the afternoon, R8
Chestnut Hill West for now will retain its RailWorks-inspired half-hourly service during off-peak and a new
Norristown-center city express will operate with a 30-minute running time over upgraded track. A1l lines will
stop at the new $7-million Temple station in North Philadelphia.

SEPTA will soon launch an aggressive marketing campaign aimed at rebuilding
ridership on its Regional Rail system after several years of decline, a trend that
predated RailWorks.......... The Bombardier push-pull sets will return to their pre-
RailWorks assignments next month, with one train running as a Trenton express, one to
and from Paoli and the other four in "limited" Downingtown or Parkesburg service.....
..... Airport trains will resume their alternate trips to Warminster and Glenside, ex-
cept that two PM rush-hour trains will be rerouted to Norristown.......... SEPTA will
bring five Budd Silverliners out of storage to help provide additional service.

l! !l
1983 ,‘!ﬁ‘
By the end of July SEPTA had virtually completed construction of #15 track in

10 YEARS OF SERVICE  the area of the new Overbrook mainienance shop along AMIRAK's Harrisburg mainline. 1he
track will handle westbound R5 trains and provide access to the new shop. The $35-

1993

SEPTA RAILROAD DIVISION  151140n facility is scheduled to be completed by next summer.......... The City has
started work on the new University City commuter rail station adjacent to the Civic
Center in West Philly.......... "Wallworks," a project of the Philadelphia Anti-Graffiti

Network, will soon resume its repainting of the graffiti-scarred walls along SEPTA tracks between Suburban and
30th Street Statfons.........During the RailWorks closure CONRAIL has removed some switches at "Newtown Junction"
interlocking and realigned others, to smooth SEPTA and Conrail movements in the area.

SEPTA's RailWorks diesel service between 30th Street and Lansdale has been transformed from "maybe-
it'T1-run-maybe it won't" into a reasonably reliable rush-hour operation. During June the service limped along
after leased NJ TRANSIT U34CH #4158 had to be returned to its owner for traction motor replacement, and SEPTA's
own RL1000 units #60 and 61 experienced problems of their own. On certain days trains 6511 and 6552 ran with
#61 only and for nearly a full week the trains were annulled altogether. When #4158 returned to SEPTA on July
12 it made one northbound run but had to be shopped for HEP failure. The RL1000's filled in until the 17th when
4158 returned, and it has run close to schedule on most days since., Meanwhile, blue-painted U34CH #4154 has
been soldiering on--to use E1 Simon's phrase--as it turns in consistently good performances with 30th Street-
West Trenton trains 6305-6334. A third U34CH from NJT, #4152, is used on twice-a-week ballast trains on the
Norristown Line.

As reported here a year ago, SEPTA plans to renumber the 26 Silverliner IV cars now equipped with

PCB-free transformers. Marked by blue stripes beneath their cabs, the cars will be in the 407-426 series with
#4710 (ex-9031) the first out June 18. Cinders will publish a conversion chart next month.......... SEPTA employ-
ees have nicknamed their bright orange catenary repair car RRO152 the "Moonraker"......... A non-passenger train-
ing train with car 238 on the point struck a 1978 Lincoln Continental which had driven onto the Mainline tracks
near Melrose Park station late on July 15.......... Authorities have not yet released their report on the death
of a 26-year-old SEPTA engineer who fell from his deadheading ten-car train near Devon station about 11:30 PM

on June 4. His body was found beneath the Tast MU of the train enroute from Paoli shop to Philadelphia.

Ronald Rubin has turned up the heat on SEPTA. After failing in an effort to sell his vacant Six Pemn
Center building as SEPTA's new headguarters, Rubin last month cut back on the round-the-clock air conditioning
he provides to the Regional Rail Operation= Center, located in the building's basement next to Suburban Station.

It was all according to coniract, the Inguirer reported, so SrPth had to go out and buy its own AC units..... "
Is SEPTA up to date or what? A classified ad in the August 1 Inquirer seeks experienced electricians to work on
"computer rail rolling stock™.......... SEPTA has requested bids to refurbish Queen Lane station on the Chestnut

Hi1ll West branch, as part of its successful Lease & Maintain Program.

In an astute real estate deal last month, the City has bought the 100-year-old Reading Terminal head-
house from the Reading Company for $4.3 million. The price was about half what the Reading had demanded from
the Convention Center Authority, which plans to restore the building's facade as the grand entrance to the
newly-opened Convention Center. The trainshed will reopen next spring as part of the center, after a $50-million
overhaul........... SEPTA is nearing a decision on privatizing the Newtown branch, with Rodney Fisk's Rail Easton
group thought to have the inside track over the Robert Regensburger consortium. Fisk proposes to use German-
built diesel carsets for direct service between Newtown and Suburban Station, with midday sidetrips to the outlet
centers in Reading via CONRAIL. SEPTA may have problems, however, with Fisk's use of non-union personnel on its
Tines.

(Continued on Page 5)
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PHILADELPHIA EXPRESS (Continued from Page 4)

Acting Governor Mark Singel last month vetoed a $16-million item in the State's Fiscal Year 1994 capi-
tal budget which would have funded part of SEPTA's proposed Cross County Metro rail line through Bucks, Mont-
gomery and Chester Counties. Because a consultant's study of the proposal has not been completed, Singel said
the appropriation was 'premature,” an opinfon criticized by its spansor, State Senator Stewart Greenleaf. But
supporters said Singel's action does not mean the end of the project, which is intended to bring public transpor-
tation to the many industrial parks along CONRAIL's former Trenton Cut-0ff..... ....SEPTA is still negotiating
with the State of Delaware to extend certain of its Wilmington trains to Newark, DE, along AMTRAK's Washington
mainline. The talks also include renewal of the contract for Philadelphia-Wilmington service, for which SEPTA
now receives about $300,000 in annual subsidies from Delaware.

The SEPTA board is expected to vote August 19 on whether to award a $285.4-million
contract to BBB Traction for 222 new AC-drive cars for the Market-Frankford Line. The award
has mushroomed into a statewide political issue, with a number of Tawmakers in Harrisburg in-
‘\; sisting that the contract go to AEG Westinghouse, the second low bidder at $302 million, which

is partially owned by Westinghouse Electric of Pittsburgh. The AEG faction insists that ABB
should be disqualified as a responsible bidder because a related ABB company is more than two
years late in delivering 26 N5 cars for the Norristown High Speed Line, and because each car is
six tons over contract weight. SEPTA's staff responds that ABB meets all qualifications, and has taken steps to
compensate SEPTA for the N5 delays. MNonetheless, at the board's June meeting action was deferred until members
were able to inspect and vride the new N5's which are now being delivered. Their decision will not be made any
easier by a group of pro-AEG legislators who dropped in on SEPTA August 4 to quiz the staff about ABB. The
Inquirer also reported that 13 State lawmakers wrote to SEPTA General Manager Louis Gambaccini, warning him
"that your continued support of ABB Traction at the expense of one of western Pennsylvania's major employers
will not be forgotten when your agency looks to Harrisburg for financial assistance in the future."

Speaking of the N5's, a total of three were on the property at the end of July. Test car #451 con-
tinued in revenue service, 2142 arrived June 3 and was placed in service July 15, 7144 arrived July 26 and
entered service August 3. The next car, #144, is due to be delivered August 9 at the new siding installed for
the purpose near King Manor station in Bridgeport. Number series for the N5's will be 130-155, but they are
being delivered in order of body shell numbers rather than road numbers. Deliveries will be made through #155,
then #138-141, and then from #137 down, with all cars to be completed by early in 1994. Five cars are needed
for base service, and when the fifth new car arrives it is planned to send #451 back to the Morrison Knudsen
plant at Hornell, NY for an upgrading and renumbering to 130.........Meanwhile, SEPTA is struggling to keep the
aging Chicago cars running--they soon will be seen in rush hours only. But replacing these two-car sets with
single N5's sometimes results in standee conditions on Bryn Mawr locals. MU operation of the N5's is not yet
planned.

SEPTA's new Light Rail Division is promoting a full-blown wingding over the weekend of October 2-3
to celebrate the second century of trolley operation in Phiiadelphia. This "Trolleyfest™ is to feature Peter
Witt car #8534 operating over the diversion route in West Philadelphia, four PCC's (including two of the re-
painted green cars) running on Route 23 trackage between Chestnut Hill and Erie Avenue, and a festival at Penn's
Landing. Weekend passes will sell for $10 (children $5), good on SEPTA Tines as well as the Penn's Landing
Trolley. The new N5 cars also may be included. More details in September Cinders.

Neoplan bus #3439 was repainted into a special scheme advertising SEPTA's new §5 DayPass, and placed
on display in City Hall courtyard June 16. It is one of ten buses to be specially painted for the Route 76 Ben
Frankline, and may herald a new bus and trolley livery designed to accommodate more exterior advertising space.
vevewe....The spring 1993 New Electric Railway Journal carries an article--with color photos--entitled "Chestnut
Hill's heritage trolley." ~The same issue includes a rating of North American light rail systems, and SEPTA's is
ranked worst among 21 systems with a "3" on a scale of ten. The magazine comments: "The subway-surface lines
have proven their worth, but the situation in North Philadelphia borders on the absurd."

An effort by State Senator Vincent J. Fumo of Philadelphia in May to reshuffle the SEPTA board in
favor of the City was blocked in the House by Representative Gordon [inton of Philadelphia, who is President

Clinton's nominee to head the Federal Transit Administration.......... The Kiplinger Washington Letter predicts--
along with many other experts--that more people in the future will work at home rather than travel to offices.
The telecommunications revolution will be bad news for urban transit systems such as SEPTA.......... SEPTA

officials are saying that they may seek a fare increase in spite of contrary statements in this year's budget
document. While the base transit fare of $1.50 would nct rise, other fares might go up six to seven percent
if the State fails to increase its support beyond the level promised so far.

"0ld 161," built by Brill in 1927 for the Philadeliphia & Western, made national news last month from
an unexpected quarter. One of four old "Strafford” cars sold by SEPTA to the KEOKUX JUNCTION RAILWAY of Keokuk,
A, £161 was pressed into service during the great Mississippi River flood to carry passengers across a dam be-
tween Keokuk and Hamilton, IL. A1l highway bridges in the area were closed, and views of the car still wearing
its SEPTA colors while trundling across the dam were seen on TV news shows and in newspapers across the nation.

The car had been rigged with a trolley pole to operate on existing electrified trackage atop the huge power dam.

The latest report in the continuing saga of SEPTA's search for a headquarters building is that the
1234 Market Street building is again the prime site. MNegotiations with the owners of the 1650 Arch Street
building apparently have failed. Originally, SEPTA planned to buy the 20-story structure at 1234 Market for
$64.8 million and have it refurbished as a location for all of its system offices........ ...5even white SEPTA
police officers have filed suit in Federal court against the Authority, charging that they were harrassed by
black superiors and given unfair punishments because of their race.

(Continued on Page 6)
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PHILQDELPH}ﬁ EXPRESS {Continued from Page 5)

Morrison Knudsen has begun rebuilding 14 ex-SEPTA PCC cars for service on SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL
RAILWAY. ATl of the cars will be painted in historic liveries reminiscent of various PCC operations around the
country. Among them are Muni cars 1054 and 1055 (ex-SEPTA #2101 and 2122) which will receive Philadeliphia-style
green-and-cream paint.......... SEPTA operated two-car Kawasaki trains on Routes 10 and 13 over three weekends in
June, as a training exercise for possible future use..........The remaining fleet of stored SEPTA PCC's is dis-
tributed something 1ike this: Germantown 50, Midvale 20--all resting on the asphalt. Other cars are stored on
track at Callowhill and Elmwood depots..........Subway-surface stations in West Philadelphia received a scrubbing
in June prior to opening of the Convention Center.......... The General Electric diesel Tocomotives at Fern Rock
shop have been renumbered from 1GE45 and 2GE45H to LM-T and LM-2.

In the dog days of summer AMTRAK is showing off not one but two high-speed trains.
ICE TRAIN = The German-built InterCity Express (ICE) was unloaded from a ship at Baltimore on June 29,
s b wii and suffered a few broken windows before leaving the city. After test runs in the North-
east Corridor, including layovers at 30th Street Station, the ICE moved west to Pittsburgh
via C5X on August 4 hauled by F69PH AC-drive diesels #450 and 451. The eight-car trainset
- was displayed in Pittsburgh for AEG Westinghouse, which together with Siemens had a hand in
Crecen, ®  building the ICE trains for German Federal Railway. Public displays followed at Pittsburgh's
NORTH AMERICA Amtrak station, Harrisburg on the 7th and 30th Street Station on the 8th. Diesels 450 and
TOUR 93 451, incidentally, are eguipped with Siemens traction motors and have been painted in a

special ICE white livery.

Meanwhile, the Swedish-built X2000 tilt train, not to be outdone, completed its national publicity
tour and returned to regular New York-Washington Metroliner service on August 5. It will run as weekday Metros
#1706 and 117 through September 24, plus Saturday Metros on August 14, 28 and September 11, before being shipped
back to Sweden this fall. The summer tour, which took the X2000 as far west as Seattle and Los Angeles, was
powered by F40's #376 and 380. A side tour was made to Ontario and Quebec July 26-August 1, using AMTRAK-
CONRAIL-CP RAIL routing out of Washington and return.

During the first week of August ABB ran a full-page ad in the Inguirer touting the X2000 while AEG
countered with a large ad for the ICE train. Overtones of the ABB-AEG battle at SEPTA could be heard (see
above). And when the %2000 ran a Corridor test on August 4, it broke through a banner reading "ABB's 730
Pennsylvania employees welcome %2000 to Philadelphial!™ This rated a prominent newsphoto in the Inquirer, as
did the ICE when it made a demonstration run for reperters and political types out of 30th Street on July 24.
The Inquirer said that AMTRAK personnel on that run announced a top speed of 162 mph between Princeton Junction
and New Brunswick.

The rakish-looking ICE consists of electric locomotives 401584 and 401084 on each end and cars 801856,
802438, 802657, 802855, 803056 and 804051. It is one of 60 ICE trains built for GermanRail, while AMTRAK's X2000
is the 13th of 35 in service or on order in Sweden. The ICE includes a first-class car, three second-class
coaches, a conference voom coach and a restaurant car. Unlike the X2000 it does not have a tilting mechanism
but is capable of higher speeds, normally running in Germany at 175 mph. (ICE will be limited to 140 mph in
Amtrak revenue service.) The train is scheduled to operate as weekday Metroliners 112 and 223 from October 5
to October 29, weekday Metros 112 and 223 November 1 to December 17 (except November 25} and Saturday Metros
206 and 221 on October 23, November 6 and 20 and December 11.

AMTRAK may be in for a funding crisis in FY 1994 beginning October 1, if recent action by the House
Appropriations Committee becomes law. 1he current bill would cut Amtrak funding from $351 million this year to
only $331 million, giving the other $20 million to the Coast Guard. Amtrak had requested $381 million for 1994,
the amount previously authorized but not appropriated. Serious service cuts or shopcraft layoffs could result.
At the same time, capital funding is to be cut from $190 million to $100 million......... .Meanwhile, in House
testimony AMTRAK President W. Graham Claytor, Jr. admitted that Amtrak's goal of self-sufficiency by the year
2000 is unattainable. "Without 2 substantial gain in capital support...it became clear a couple of years ago
that 2000 could no Tonger be part of that goal," he said (NARP).......... President Clinton last month signed a
bill increasing AMTRAK's operating funds for FY 1993 by $20 million, to $351 million, and capital funding by
$25 million, to 5190 million (NARP).

President Clinton has filled two vacancies on the AMTRAK board, appointing former Congressman Donald
Pease of Ohio and Robert Kiley, the former chairman of New York's Metropolitan Transportation Authority, to re-
place outgoing members David F. Girard-diCarlo and Eugene Croisant. Two other vacancies remain (Amtrak News-
break)..ooveuunn AMTRAK's three RoadRailer trailers remain in storage at Pueblo, €O. No further plans have been
announced for using them in mail-carrying service...... .. .AMTRAK tickets are now hongred on NJ TRANSIT Atlantic
City trains {NARP)...... ...CP RAIL reports that it had the best on-time record last year among 16 freight car-
riers that handle AMTRAK trains, with a 93.6-percent performance (CP Rail Report}........A former AMTRAK worker
in Philadeiphia has filed suit against AMTRAK, claiming that she was forced to resign her secretary's job after
revealing plans for a sex-change operation, the Daily News reported.

CONRAIL has reported net income of $85 million for the second guarter, a
ten-percent increase over the 577 million earned in the same period last year. The
board also authorized a new $100-million common stock repurchase program. Conrail
also said that it had downsized its $1-billion projection for revenue growth to
$600 mi1lion by 1996.......... CONRAIL occupied its new computer technology center in
Northeast Philadelphia over the Memorial Day weekend.......... CONRAIL has filed suit

CONR to block an Interstate Commerce Commission order granting CP RAIL reciprocal switch-
AlL ing privileges in Philadelphia (see June Cinders).

{Continued on Page 8)
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AUGUST 12-22, 1993: Michigan Artrain will be on display at former Jersey Central
station, Bethlehem, PA. Paintings,prints, photographs and sculptures fill three exhibit rail-
road cars with the theme '"The Romance of Transportation.” Admission: $3 adults, $1 children.

AUGUST 14-15: Greenberg's Great Train, Dollhouse & Toy Show at Philadelphia Civic
Center, 34th Street below Spruce, 11 AM to 5 PM both days. Admission: $6 adults, $2 children
(6-12). Free parking. Philadelphia Chapter will be represented with a membership table.

AUGUST 29: 18th annual Train Meet sponsored by Central Pennsylvania Chapter NRHS
at National Guard Armory, Route 15 South, Lewisburg, PA. Hours: 9 AM to 4 PM. Admission:
$3 adults, children under 12 free. For information on vendor tables, contact Jack Hazlinsky,
105 Pawling Lame, Lewisburg, PA 17837 (telephone 717-523-1505).

SEPTEMBER 8-12: Michigan Artrain on display at Emmaus, PA (Blue Mountain & Reading
track). Admission: $3 adults, %1 children.

%ﬂggﬁﬁ\\ SEPTEMBEER 11: Hoboken Testival 13 at former Lackawanna Hoboken Terminal, Hoboken,
T e NJ, sponsored by NJ Transit, 11 AM-5 PM. Admission free. The largest public transportation

expo on the East Coast will feature train and ferry rides, rail equipment and antique bus displavs, an inter-

national foed court, ecrafts and collectibles and live entertainment. For information, telephone 201-491-7091.

SEPTEMBER 11: 7th annual Railroad Show & Collectors Market sponsored by Harrisburg Chapter NRHS, at
Zembo Temple, 3rd & Division Streets, Harrisburg, PA. Hours: 9 AM to 4 PM. (Show rescheduled from March due
to blizzard}. Admission: $3 adulte, children under 12 free. For information on vendor tables, contact Harris-
burg Chapter NRHS, P. 0. Box 3423, Shiremanstown, PA 17011 (telephone 717-232-6221),

SEPTEMBER 11-12: Rare wileage excursions on Vermont Railway and Green Mountain Rallroad covering
three different routes out of Rutland, VT, sponsored by Massachusetts Bay RRE. Trains will utilize Green Moun-
tain coaches and VIR GP38-2 (Saturday) or GMR GP9 (Sunday)}. Saturday trip will leave at 10 AM for North Benning-
ton, VI and return, Sunday at 9 AM for Whitehall, NY and return, then at 1:30 PM for a one-way trip to Bellows
Falls, VI. Fares: North Bennington $49 adults, $35 children, box lunch $7: Whitehall 333 adults, $20 children,
box lunch $7; Bellow Falls $29 adults, $20 children, return bus $10. Order tickets from: Mass Bay RRE, P, 0.

Box 697, Croton, MA 01450, enclosing stamped, self-addressed envelope.

SEPTEMBER 15-19: Michigan Artrain on display at Pottstown, PA, near former Reading passenger statiom.
Admission: $3 adults, $1 children.

SEPTEMBER 17-19: Steamtown Railphoto Weekend '93 at Steamtown National Historic Site, Scranton, PA.
Events include doubleheaded steam train, RDC trip, night photo session, banquet. For order form, send stamped,
self-addressed envelope to: Steamtown Volunteer Associatiom, P. 0. Box 448, Chinchilla, PA 18410-0448.

SEPTEMBER 18-18: "Ironstone Ramble 11" steam excursions on Blue Mountain & Reading Railroad between
Pottstown and Boyertown, PA. Saturday trips run from Pottstown to Boyertown and return, Sunday trips from Boyer-
town to Pottstown and return. Fares: $12 adults, $5 children (12 and under). For information, telephone
215-326-3260 or 215-367-5300.

SEPTEMBER 18: J. G. Brill Day at Rockhill Trolley Museum, Rockhill Furnace, PA, sponsored by Railways
to Yesterday, will feature operation of trolleys from J. G. Brill Company of Philadelphia. Unlimited photo oppor-
tunities and rides available, plus slide presentation and gift shop. All-day tickets: $3 adults, #1 children.
East Broad Top Railroad adjacent will be in operation. For information, write: RTY, P. 0. Box 1601, Allentown, PA
18105 (telephone 215-965-9028).

SEPTEMBER 18-19: Railfest '93 at Railroad Mussum of Pennsylvania, celebrating the history of railroads
in Pennsylvania. Regular museum admission charges apply: $6 adults, $5 seniors (60 and over), $4 youngsters 6-17.

SEPTEMBER 26: Railroadiana and Model Railroad Show & Sale, sponsored by Lehigh Valley Chapter NRHS,
at Dieruff Senlfor High School, Trving Street, Allentown, PA 10 AM-4 PM. Admission: $3 per persom, $5 per family.
Tables available. For information, contact: Paul A. Kuehmer, P. 0. Box 300, Laurys Station, PA 18059.

SEPTEMBER 26: NJ Transit special train from South Jersey to South Philadelphia for Phillies-Atlanta
Braves baseball game at Veterans Stadium. Tare: $20, includes round-trip rail transportation, admission to game
and giveaways. Train leaves Atlantic City 9:57 AM, making regular stops to Lindenwold (10:53 AM). TFor reser-
vations, telephone NJT at 609-343-7162,

OCTOBER 2: Railroad Festival '93 at Whippany Railway Museum, Route 10, Whippamy, NJ, 11 AM-4:30 PM.
Suggested donation: $1 adults, children 50 cents. For information, telephone 201-887-8177.

OCTOBER 2-3: Trolleyfest celebrating 100 years of electric traction in Philadelphila, sponsored by
SEPTA Light Rail Division. Events will include trolley festival at Penn's Landing, historic PCC trolley oper-
ation on Germantown Avenue and operation of Peter Witt car #8534 in West Philadelphia. Weekend pass selling for
$10 adults ($5 children) will be available. See September Cinders for further information.

OCTOBER 9: Pocono Train Show at Stroudsburg Area High School, Exit 48 of Interstate 80, Stroudsburg,
PA, 9 AM-2 PM, sponsored by Pocono Mountains Chapter NRHS. TDonation: $3 adults, $5 family. For information,
contact John Lutz, 39 Kinney Avenue, Mount Pocono, PA 18344 {telephone 717-839-7465).

OCTOBER 10: "Stony Creek Ramble II" excursion on SEPTA lines, including recently-reopened freight-—
only Stony Creek branch between Norristown and Lansdale, PA. Diesel power and Bombardier coaches will be used.
Train departs 30th Street Station, Philadelphia, 9:20 &M, Norristown Transportation Center 11 AM. Fare: $35 per
person. Order tickets from: Philadelphia Chapter NRHS, P. 0. Box 7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302, enclosing
stamped, self-addressed envelope. For information, telephone Frank Tatnall at 215-828-0706 or Larry Eastwood at
215-947-~5769.

(Continued on Page 8)
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EXTRA LIST (Continued from Page 7)

OCTOBER 16: '"Pocono Express" excursion from Hoboken, NJ to Lackawaxen and Honesdale, PA and return
via NJ Tranmsit., Conrail and Stourbridge Railroad, sponsored by United Railroad Historical Society. Powered by
two E8 diesels in Erie paint scheme, train will consist of NJT Comet coaches. Fares: $49 adults, children (under
12) $25. TFirst-class service available. For tickets and information, contact: URHS Tickets, W-11 Avon Drive,
East Windsor, NJ 08520-5647, enclosing stamped, self-addressed envelope.

9CTOBER 16: "0ld Main Line Special" from Baltimore (B&0O Railroad Museum) to Harpers Ferry and Martins-—
burg, WV via CSX 01d Main Line and return. MARC equipment will be used. Train leaves Baltimore 7:30 AM, returns
7:15 PM. Fares: $65 adults, $60 children (tickets alsc good for free admission to museum through December 1993).
Order tickets from: B&D Railroad Museum Excursions, 901 West Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21223-2699. For infor—
mation, telephone 410-752-2393 Monday—Friday.

OCTOBER 16: Diesel-powered excursgion from Long Island points to Dover Plains, NY wia Hell Gate Bridge,
Amtrak and Metro-North, using Long Island Rail Road equipment. For information, contact Long Island-Sunrise
Trail Chapter NEHS, P, 0. Box 507, Babylon, NY 11702,

OCTOBER 23: "Autumn Glory Special" from Baltimore (B&0 Railroad Museum) to Harpers Ferry and Martins-
burg, WV and return, sponsored by B&0 Railroad Museum. For schedule and ticket informatiom, see October 16 "01d
Main Line Special" item.

OCTOBER 30: '"Potomac Valley Special” from-Cumberland, MD to Harpers Ferry, WV and return, as part of
Railfest '93. WMARC-equipped train departs Cumberland Amtrak station at 9:45 AM. Tentative fares: $26 adults,
$20 children. For reservations and information, telephone BO0-TRALIN-50.

OCTOBER 30: 1lst annual Southern Railroad of New Jersey Railfan Day at Winslow Junction, NJ, including
night photo session. For information, send stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Vanderbilt Transportation Assoc—
lates, P. 0. Box 568, Maspeth, NY 11378.

OCTOBER 31: "West End Mountain Special" from Cumberland, MD to Graftom, WV and returm, as part of
Railfest '93. MARC-equipped train departs Cumberland Amtrak station at 9 AM. Tentative fares: 540 adults, $35
children. For reservations and information, telephone B800-TRAIN-50.

PHILADELPHIA EXPRESS (Continued from Page 6)

The great summer floods in the Midwest have not affected CONRAIL's physical plant, but by the end of
July were costing the railroad up to $3 million per week in lost business. Intermodal traffic was especially
hard hit because of severe disruptions to major western roads.......... Meanwhile, the ongoing strike by the
United Mine Workers has had a minimal impact on CONRAIL, the company said, with its coal volume remaining stable.
........ ..United Parcel Service and the Teamsters Union continued to negotiate past the strike deadline of July
31. UPS is one of the nation's largest intermodal customers.

The ICC is requiring CONRAIL to provide detailed information on its new holding company, Conrail, Inc.,

rejecting the argument that the Commission has no Jurisdiction (Traffic World).......... CONRAIL has easily floated
$250 miTlion n 50-year long bonds on Wall SLreet,......-.. In June Money Magazine named CONRAIL as its "stock of
the month".......... COMRAIL reports that increasing overhead clearances to Baltimore brought in 11,000 additional

new autos and trucks during the first four months of 1993. The $4.3-million project involved raising catenary
along AMTRAK's Northeast Corridor between Perryville and Baltimore and modifying 14 obstructions to allow passage
of high multi-level rack cars......... CONRAIL will acquire another 303 CoilSHIELD cars at a cost of $21 million,
expanding its fleet of sheet steel-carrying cars to 441 cars.

By mid-duly CONRAIL had received 30 more SD60M locomotives from Electro-Motive, bringing the total to
73 this year. They are numbered 5500-5574 with two units still to be delivered. GE continued to turn out C40-8W
units for Conrail, with deliveries through #6203 by the end of July. A total of 80 GE's will arrive in 1993
through #6229..........CONRAIL has delivered two modified GP40's, #3210 and 3268, to VIRGINIA RAILWAY EXPRESS.
The first unit was spotted moving through Harrisburg on June 14, still in CR blue but with the logos painted out.
.......... CONRAIL has leased some 75 units to power-short SOUTHERN PACIFIC, including SD40-2's and C30-7's.....
.....CONRAIL's Juniata shop has signed a $20.3-million contract with NJ TRANSIT to furnish a total of 19 rebuilt
GP40PH-2 locomotives.

Both the Ringling Bros. and Strates Carnival trains were in the Philadelphia area in June. The 52-car
Ringling Red Unit arrived in Scuth Philadelphia from Binghamton, NY via CONRAIL early on June 1, and departed on
June 14 for Tulsa, OK behind Conrail C40-8W's #6105 and 6173. The 58-car Strates train arrived June 22 at Con-
rail's Eddystone yard for a show at Essington, hauled from Albany by GP40-2 #3352 and SD40-2 #6460. The show
departed July 5 for Newark and Harrington, DE.......... CONRAIL cut over its new connection to Worthington Steel's
plant in Malvern in mid-June, allowing abandonment of most of the ex-Reading Chester Valley industrial track
through Exton.......... Correcting an item here in the June issue, SEPTA's dispatcher retains jurisdiction over
the "CP Cheltenham Junction" interlocking in Northeast Philadelphia.......... Tank Car Corp. of America at Oreland
in May sold its 45-ton Davenport diesel to the Yuma Valley Chapter NRHS in Arizona. The small unit moved on a
flatcar over the Stony Creek branch via CONRAIL.

WHYY Channel 12 is working on a sequel to its show about Philadelphia's past, "Things That Aren't Here

Anymore." The new show will feature railroad stations.......... In June, ex-Pennsy and NJT GG1 #4876 was donated
by United Railroad Historical Society to the B&0 Railroad Museum in Baltimore. The engine is best remembered
for its spectacular crash in Washington Union Station on January 15, 1953......... .The City is seeking bids for

extension of the Penn's Landing Trolley Line to Spring Garden Street and the storage yard at Front & Laurel.....
..... STRASBURG RAIL ROAD is making progress on restoration of former Norfolk & Western 4-8-0 #475 (Roanoke Chap-
ter Turntable Times)......... STRASBURG inaugurated dining car service in May with recently restored wooden car

Lee E. Brenner (Railpace).




HERE COMES “STONY CREEK RAMBLE II"!
RARE MILEAGE EXCURSION!
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1993

The former Reading Company Stony Creek Branch from
Norristown to Lansdale has had no regular passenger ser—
vice since 1936. Most of the ten-mile branch was unused
for many years until restored by Comrail for freight ser-
vice in February, 1993.

Following up our successful excursion over this
route last April, Philadelphia Chapter, National Railway
Historical Socilety offers this second opportunity to ride
an unusual excursion through suburban Montgomery County.

Our train is expected to feature Bombardier cars
and SEPTA's leased NJ Transit U34CH diesel locomotive.
Several photo stops will be made in settings never before
visited by these massive GE-built units, including the
curving Chestnut Hill East branch. Additional freight-
only trackage will alsoc be covered.

This special train will originate at Philadelphia's
30th Street Station (Upper Level) at 9:20 AM, EDT, making
a4 passenger stop at Norristown Transportation Center at
11:00 AM. Amtrak and SEPTA provide convenient service to
30th Street and free parking is available at Norristown.
There will be a lunch stop and the train is expected to
return to 30th Street by 4:30 PM.

Tickets are $35.00 per person (children under 5 are
free) and should be ordered using the coupon below.

Further information may be obtained evenings 6-10
PM ONLY, EDT, by calling 215-947-5769.

Checks should be made payable to PHILADELPHIA CHAP-
TER, NRHS and please include a #10 stamped, self-addressed
envelope with your order.

Those bearding at Norristown may return there from
30th Street via regular R6 service (fare - $3.00).

SEPTA reserves the right to substitute motive power
on this trip.

DON'T MISS THIS CHANCE TO COVER RARE MILEAGE on a
unique and relaxing train ride on board comfortable, air-
conditioned cars.

Ticket Agent

Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS
P. 0. Box 7302

Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302

Please send me

excursion. I have enclosed §$ X

tickets for the Sunday, October 10, 1993 SEPTA "Stony Creek Ramble ITI"

I understand that I will be required to complete

a liability release. I will board train at 30th Street Station Norristown.
Name

Address

City State ZIP Code -

Telephone ( ke "
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ADDENDA TO MOTIVE POWER ROSTERS OF SHORTLINE/REGIONAL RAILROADS

The following changes should be made to the shortline and regional railroad rosters published in the

January through June issues of Cinders:

NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS

Delete GP40 665 {returned to lessor)

Delete GP7 5902 (donated to United Railroad Historical Society)
Delete U34CH's 4152, 4154, 4158 (leased to SEPTA)

Add the following units {Note):

4145-4145p GP40QPH-2** EMD 1971 Former CSX 6607, 6836

4147 GPA0QPH-2%* EMD 1968 Former Kansas City Southern 4751
4148 GPAOPH-2** EMD 1967 Former CSX 6822

4149-4150 GPAQPH-2%* EMD 1968 Former KCS 762, 763

Note: Rebuilt by Morrison Knudsen 1992-93 from GP40's
** - Equipped with head-end power

PINE CREEK RAILROAD - 10-ton 701 was built by Davenport 1950 and was formerly Aluminum Company of
America 701

SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY OF NEW JERSEY
Delete SW1200 1145 (sold)
Delete U30B 2875 (scrapped)

STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Add F7A 40617 EMD 1951 Former Kansas City Southern 4061 (omitted from earlier listing)

WESTERN MARYLAND SCENIC RAILROAD
Delete FPA4 305 ({leased out)

CHAPTER MEMBER TAKES ON RESTORATION OF STEAM LOCO

Chapter Member Bob Kimmel of Minersville, PA is Teading an effort to restore former Jersey Central

0-6-0 steam locomotive #113, as well as the onetime Reading passenger station in Minersville. The engine, one
of only two CNJ steam locomotives still in existence, was moved from storage on the Wilmington & wes?ern in
1991, and work began to rebuild the 1923-vintage Alco switch?r. The 113 was last in service at Reading Anthra-
cite's Locust Summit (PA) colliery more than 30 years ago.

Tax-deductible contributions may be made to “"Project 113" at 113 East Sunbury Street, Minersville, PA

17954-1720. Visitors are welcome at the site and information may be obtained by telephoning 717-544-8300.
PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER FIRST CLASS MAIL
NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY a3 ROstage
Post Office Box 7302 Permit No. 12
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19101-7302 Huntingdon Valley, PA

19006

First Class Mail




