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Trespasser Death Epidemic Worsens
Fans Urged to Report Persons On or Near Tracks

Trespassers continue to put themselves in harm’s way
on railroads in the Philadelphia area, as well as nationwide.
Suicides may be the most common cause of these incidents, but in
many cascs the fatalitics are the result of trespassers’ failure to
recognize the imminent danger posed by railroad tracks. The
safety organization Operation Lifesaver reports that about every
three hours a person or vehicle is hit by a train somewhere in the
United States. OL’s slogan is “See track? Think train.”

The statistics are frightening. According to this writer’s
count, in the year 2016 at least 29 persons were struck and killed
by trains in the five-county area ol southeastern Pennsylvania,
Delaware and South Jersey. More than half of these tragedies
occurred on Amirak and SEPTA Regional Rail lines, although four
others involved the subway-elevated system, two on the
Norristown High Speed Line, two on CS8X freight lines, one on NJ
Transit and two on PATCO. Another man was killed by a SEPTA
trolley. In 2015 there were 23 rail trespasser deaths in the
Philadelphia region, 21 in 2014 and 15 in 2013.

There are no reliable statistics regarding how many of

these fatalities were suicide-related or how many were simply the
result of carelessness, incbriation or medical problem. But media
reports indicate that the majority appeared to be intentional in

nature. The Federal Railroad Administration tallies the number of

trespasser deaths and injuries for the entire country, although the
FRA figures includec only railroad incidents and not those
occurring on transit lines. In the full year of 2015 there were 454
trespasser fatalitics on railroads nationwide, of which the FRA
reported 21 in Pennsylvania. Seventeen of those occurred in
Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery
Counties. The FRA also keeps track of grade crossing collisions in
the U.S., which alone accounted for 244 fatalities and 967 injuries
in 2015.
. {Continued on Page 3}

Meeting Cancellation Notice

In the event of an extreme weather or
transportation emergency on a Philadelphia Chapter meeting
date, Chapter officers will make a decision on whether to
hold the meeting as scheduled. If questionable circumstances
arise, mentbers should telephone 215-947-5769 after 12 Noon
on the day of the meeting for a recorded advisory. Thank
you.

Meeting Notice

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2017

Room 121, Randell Hall (access through Main Hall main
entrance, 3141 Chestnut Street — just east of 32" Drexel
University, (three blocks from Amtrak/SEPTA/NJ Transit 30"
Street Station (Tu the event meeting is relocated to another room,
notice will be posted beside the grand staircase inside entrance to
Main Hall). In addition to being easily accessible to all public
transportation, there is generally plenty of parking on Chestnut
Street right in front of Main Hall — pay at the kiosks.

MEETING START TIME: 7:00 PM

On Friday evening, January 20, 2017, we will screen ONE of
TWO Pentrex DVD’s which are each more than 25 years old. One
is The Green Bay Route covering the noted Green Bay & Western
Railroad and its famed Alcos. The second tape is Burlington
Northern E Units along the “Racetrack™ between Chicago and
Aurora, II.. Members present at the January 20 meeting will vote
on which DVD they wish to sce.

Looking ahead, we still need a presentation for our I'ebruary 17
meeting. Steve Stewart will be here on March 17 with a slide
program on the Lehigh & New England Railread, and we are
hopeful of have Drew Gallagher, recently retired from Amtrak for
an April 21 meeting program. Mark your calendars now!
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ve-v-Daniel Knouse (215) 659-3436
2017 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: Effective September 1, 2016, $20.00
per person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter dues through December 31,
2017. (NRHS Naiional membership dues for 2016 and 2017 are $50.00, billed
directly by NRHS). NRHS chapters bill their members scparately for Chapter
dues, which is done annually in October. The donation requests for Philadelphia
Railfriends are mailed during October via separate mailing from Cinders.
Anyone interested in becoming a member of Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS
should forward remittance in the amount of $20.00 to Post Office Box 7302,
Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302. Please be sure to include name, valid mailing
address, telephone number and E-mail address, as applicable. Remittance should
be made payable to Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS.

ADDRESS CHANGES should be sent to the Editor at Post Office Box 353,
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NEW
TELEPHONE NUMBER and ANY E-MAIL ADDRESS so our records are
complete.

Cinders is published 11 times a year By Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Inc.
Correspondence regarding Cinders should be directed to the Editor at P.O. Box
353, Iuntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. EXCHANGE newsletters should
be sent to: R. L. Eastwood, Ir., Editor, P. O. Box 333, Huntingdon Valley, PA
19006-0353, or by electronic mail to ayrestower(@comecast.net.

PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, NRHS
Board of Directors Meeting
Winter, 2017

| Wednesday, February 15, 2017
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Passenger Services Conference Room
Amtrak 30t Street Station

(If meeting is at alternate location, note

will be posted on Conference Room door)

If your Cinders Arrives in Bad Condition

If your Cinders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769 or
ayrestowerf@comeastnet and  a  replacement copy  will
promptly be sent to you. The incidence of damage has been
greatly reduced through the use of envelopes for mailing each

issue, although there is an additional cost involved.

JAMES N. J.

HENWOOD, Ph.D.
November 29, 2016

Philadelphia Chapter wishes to inform vou of the
passing of Jongtime Chapter Member and Philadelphia
Railfriend James N. J. Henwood, Ph. D., at the age of 84 on
November 29, 2016. Jim joined NRHS and our Philadelphia
Chapter in 1973. He held memberships in various other rail
history groups. In his later years, he was a resident of
Dunwoody Village in Newtown Square.

Jim held a dual residence in both Havertown and
East Stroudsburg, PA, and was Professor Emeritus of History
at EHast Stroudsburg University. Jim had received his
undergraduate degree from West Chester University and his
PhD in History from the University of Pennsylvania. He was
an Army veteran who served in Korea.

A passionate traction enthusiast, we seldom saw Jim
at Chapter meetings because of his heavy involvement with his
carecer at East Stroudsburg. Ifowever, he was an active
contributor to the National Railway Bulletin at the NRHS
headquarters in Philadelphia over the vears. Among the books
he authored were Laurel Line, An Anthracite Region Railway,
originally published in 1985 and re-issued in 2005.

His Funeral Mass was conducted on Tuesday,
December 6 at Annunciation BVM Church on Brookline
Boulevard in Havertown. A deeply committed Catholic
layperson, he had a close association with the IHM Sisters at
Immaculata University, a number of whom were present at his
Mass. The services were also attended by numerous rail
historians and professors from East Stroudsburg. He will be
well remembered as a consummate rail historian as well as a
dedicated rail enthusiast.

William F. Elwood
December 18, 2016

We regret to inform you of the passing of William
F. (*Woody”) Elwood, of Chalfont, PA, formerly of
Philadelphia on Sunday, December 18, 2016, at the age of 71.
William had been a member of Philadelphia Chapter since the
year 2002, although we did not often see him at meetings.

“Woody” retired from Verizon in 2001. Ile was an
avoid Flyers and NASCAR fan, and was a collector of trains,
sports memorabilia as well as NASCAR collectibles. He was
an avid reader, and participated in many cruises.

Bill is survived by his wife of 46 vears, Lucille, and
a brother, Robert. Services were conducted on Friday,
December 23 at the Kirk & Nice Suburban Chapel in
Huntingdon Valley, with interment in the adjoining Sunset
Memorial Park. We extend our condolences to Bill’s family,
and thank them for sharing his life with our organization.
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| Agency Seeks NRHS Input on Tower Removal

Philadelphia Chapter NRHS has been contacted by
AMEC Foster Wheeler, an environmental consultant for Amtrak,
concerning the railroad’s plan to demolish three former
Pennsylvania Railroad signal towers along the Northeast Corridor.
The three towers are “Lamokin” at milepost 14.4 near Chester,
“Baldwin” at MP 11.7 in Eddystone, and “Brill” at MP 4.2 in West
Philadelphia. All of them have been unused for many years and
are in a deteriorated condition. The Chapier is one of several
organizations interested in railroad history which frequently arc
consulted on the disposition of historic railroad structures.

Amtrak, like other entities, is required by law to
commission a study whenever a proposal is made to remove or
substantially alter a structure listed or eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places. These three towers, like
many other railroad structures, are eligible for inclusion on the
Register. Due to their historical significance, Amtrak has agreed to
donate components from the towers, maitnly their interlocking
machines, to the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania. Amtrak also
has promised to donate equipment from “Overbrook,” “Paoli” and
“Thorn™ towers on the Harrisburg line afier they are taken out of
service in the next few years.

The environmental consultant reports that all three
towers proposed for demolition are in a dilapidated condition and
contribute to urban blight in their areas. Since there are virtually
no prospects for a worthwhile reuse of these buildings,
Philadelphia Chapter likely will raise no objections. But there are
other structures on the Corridor, such as the 1896-vintage “Shore”
tower at Frankford Junction, which do have real historical
significance and should at least be considered for preservation.

Visit The World’s Lérgest Train,
Toy, & Hobby Show

in Oaks, PA

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show

Greater Philadelphia Expo Center
100 Station Avenue, Oaks, PA 19456

January 14-15, 2017 ~ 10am-4pm
Children 11 and under FREE!!

Huge operating train layouts * Free Seminars
350+ tables of trains, toys and hobby itemns for sale
Trains for kids to run * Fun for the whale family

Directions fo the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center:
Take Roufe 422 West from King of Frussia, take Qaks exit
(Egypt Road), left on Egypt Road, left af light onfo Station

Avenue, Expo Center ahead on the Left

www.GreenbergShows.com

Trespasser Death Epidemic Worsens

{Continued from Page 1)

The urge to end one’s life in front of a train is a subject
for the psychology profession, perhaps another sign of the siress
that pervades the lives of many in our sociely. But it is a
phenomenon that has increased in frequency over the last decade.
A case can be made that suicide by train is really a thoughtless act
which can traumatize the engineer at the controls of the striking
train, causing more than a few of them to seek counseling. In
addition, the hundreds of passengers on board the train, and other
trains on the line, are seriously inconvenienced. There usually arc
protracted delays resulting from the necessary investigation of the
incident, and the need for the coroner to release the train. It’s a
matter of physics that, when a passenger train is moving at 73, 90,
or as much as 125 mph in the case of the Acelas, there is nothing
the engineer can do to avoid striking a person on the track just a
short distance ahead.

Readers of Cinders and other railfans/photographers
who may be at trackside should watch for any individuals walking
on or near the tracks, or who are otherwise in imminent danger or
acting suspiciously. A quick cellphone call to the police
department of the railroad involved should be made. Those phone
numbers are listed in cach issue of Cinders, as follows:

2mitraleicssssaners s 800-331-0008
SEPTA i 215-580-8111
NJ Transit (in NJ only)......... 800-242-0236
G O S— 800-232-0144
Norfolk Southern,............... 800-453-2530
Conrail Shared Assets........... 800-272-0911
PATCO . ciiiiiiiiiiireaaeennn 8356-963-7995

If possible, the observer may take direct action by
verbally warning the trespasser to vacate the track area
immediately. (Some bave actually been spotted walking in the
gauge while wearing earbuds or headphones, seemingly oblivious
to the danger.)

It is hoped by everyone in the railroad and transit
industries, and all those interested in rail transportation, that more
will be done to educate the public to the very real hazards that exist
on railroad rights-of-way. Railfans already are well aware of such
dangers and themselves must avoid trespassing in those areas.

What is that RED Dot on my
January Cinders Mailing Label

There's a RED dot on my mailing label of Cinders
this month. What is it?

The red dot tells you that, as of December 31, 2018,
you have not yet paid your 2017 dues ($20.00). As of this
date, 177 members have paid up, but 46 remain unrenewed.
At the Chapter-only dues level, 10 of 42 remain unpaid. Both
categories represent an 80 percent renewal rate.

If you remain unpaid, please send your remiitance
to Membership Renewals, Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Post
Office Box 7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302.
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The Draft Environmental Impact Stalement for the
extension of rail service fo King of Prussia is to be released
sometime this winter. The DEIS is a requirement before further
planning can proceed for an extension of SEPTA’s Norristown
High Speed Line to the KOP Mall and beyond. Afier the release,
three public hearings on the project will be scheduled, one in
Upper Merion, one in Norristown and another in Upper Darby.
The “Locally Preferred Alternative” route, which was announced
last February, may be modified in the area where it parallels the
Pennsylvania Turnpike. Completion of the 3-1/2-mile extension is
not expected until at least 2022,

Passcngers using the Spring Garden station on the
Frankford elevated are enjoying a much brighter entrance to the
station. Multi-colored lighting has been installed in the once-
dreary underpass beneath the el structure and 1-95, courtesy of a
$2.4-million project paid for by the Delaware River Waterfront
Corp. It is an efforl to make the connection between Columbus
Blvd. and the Northern Liberties neighborhood more inviting to
pedestrians and motorists. .........oo.oll In cooperation with the
Universily of Pennsylvania, SEPTA last month opened its SEPTA
Travel Center@Penn in the Penn Bookstore at 36™ & Walnut
Streets...oeervieeneienannn SEPTA employces from each of the eight
bus districts showed off their elaborately-decorated buses at the
Philly Holiday Festival at Penn’s Landing on December 19.

SEPTA reduced its operations during the Christmas-
New Year's period, with modified weekday schedules on many
bus and irolley routes during the week between the holidays.
Regional Rail operated a Sunday schedule on the Mondays after
Christmas and New Year’s Day, but offered exira late-night
service on New Year’s Eve. SEPTA was busy on New Year’s Day
as well, with both the Mummers Parade and Eagles football game
taking place at the same time..................... Shuttle buses
operated in place of trolleys on Route 11 between Island Avenue
and the Darby loop for several days in lale November-carly
December to allow for CSX trackwork at the 6™ & Main Streets
grade crossing in Darby...................... PennDOT will replace
the 85-year-old College Avenue bridge over the Norristown High
Speed Line in Haverford. The $5.2-million project should be
completed by late this year. No changes in rail service have been
announced.

By early December SEPTA had returned 87 of its 120-
car Silverliner V fleet to active service, but decided to equip the

last 33 cars with a new type of weight-bearing cqualizer beam.
These forged beams are considered to be superior to the faster-to-
build plate beams which have been installed on the first 87 cars.
SEPTA General Manager Jeffrey Knueppel stated that the one-
piece forged beam will last longer and be easier to maintain due t
its simpler design. “It’s one piece and that’s what we like about
it,” he said. SEPTA said that installation on the 33 cars will soon
be completed, and over time the previously-repaired cars could be
retrofitted with the new forged beams. Up to now the builder,
Hyundai-Rotem, has foot the cost of installing the replacement
beams, but il’s unclear whether it will pay for re-equipping the cars
with forged beams.

Meanwhile. SEPTA has reduced its operation of leased
MARC coaches and AMTRAK ACS-64 electric locomotives. At
year’s end, two six-car sets were still operating on Paoli-Thorndale
expresses, while a third set was being readied for its return to
MARC. Amtrak has extended SEPTA’s lease of two ACS-64
electric locomotives through February, giving SEPTA the
flexibility to shop a number of the Silverliner V’s for the new
cqualizer beams. Rumors continue to circulate on the Internet that
SEPTA intends to purchase the 15 remaining MARC cars, which
are surplus to the needs of the Baltimore-based system. For the
record, MARC cars on hand for SEPTA service are 1la cab cars
#7747 and 7753, lIb coaches #7716, 7719, 7721, 7722, 7726,
7727, 7728, 7730-7734 and 7792 ..ooeevvineiinninine SEPTA’s set of
ex-NJ TRANSIT Comet cars, which were stored for years in
Overbrook yard, will be scrapped. The trucks from these cars have
been used as shop trucks during the Silverliner V repair program at
Wayne Electric and Overbrook car shops.

(Continued on Page 5)
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SEPTA has created a “microsite” on its SEPTA.org
website called the “Regional Rail Service Improvement Program.”
The microsite includes sections on fleet upgrades, infrastructure,
hiring and training staff, communications with passengers and
other topics. It was introduced in a December 2 online letter in
which SEPTA officials acknowledged recent service problems and
said “there are still important challenges we must address to restore
your confidence in our service. The best place to start this
rebuilding effort is to clearly articulate our commitment to make
significant changes and improvements to our Regional Rail
operations and comprehensive Regional Rail Service Improvement
Strategy.” The letter was signed by Jeffrey D. Knueppel, General
Manager; Ronald Hopkins, AGM Operations; Kim Scott Heinle,
AGM Customer Service & Advocacy; and Michael Dobson, Chief
Officer-Railroad.

(Continued from Page 4)

Among the fleel upgrades cited are 15 new ACS-64
electric locomotives and 45 bi-level coaches, as previously
announced. The locomotives should begin arriving from Siemens
in March 2018, and the bi-levels in December 2019, although a
notice to proceed on the latter contract is not expected until
sometime this March. SEPTA also is investigating long-term
financing prospects for a fleet of “Silverliner VI cars to replace
the 40-year-old Silverliner IV’s ........ccociivniinns SEPTA has
joined the confidential close-call reporting system (C3RS) run by
thc TFederal Railroad Administration, which allows railroad
employees to anonymously report near-misscs and unsafe
conditions without fear of reprisal. “Building a strong safety
culture is a key organizational goal for SEPTA,” said General
Manager Knueppel. AMTRAK, NI TRANSIT and other
passenger carriers already are members of C3RS.

The manpower shortage on Regignal Rail continues to
result in almost daily train cancellations, but is especially severe on
weekends. Even on Tuesday, December 27, the day after the
Christmas holiday, seven trains had to be annulled due to a lack of
crews. All SEPTA service to Cynwyd was suspended from
Tuesday afternoon, December 20, through Friday, December 23,
because of the manpower shortage. (Shuttle buses were operated to
and from Overbrook station.) In early December the Inguirer
published a detailed article on what it termed “SEPTA’s staffing
crisis.” With only 194 active enpineers, Regional Rail needs 213
engineers for full staffing. GM Knueppel said that retirements,
promotions and a few sudden deaths among engineers left the
railroad unexpectedly short, but a spokesman for the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers & Trainmen blamed former SEPTA
managements for adding service while failing to reckon with the
many workers nearing retirement. SEPTA currently has 20
engineers in a ten-month training program which includes on-the-
job train operation overseen by a licensed engineer. “Once we get
above 200 [engineers],” Knueppel said, “we can really
dramatically improve.”

Monday. December 19. turned out to be a nasty start to
the week for thousands of SEPTA customers. At 7:10 AM
inbound West Trenton train #3507 apparently snagged the catenary
wire just south of Jenkintown station but was able to proceed.
Other trains got by before the wire came down on top of inbound

Warminster train #4213, closing track #1 and forcing all traffic to
use #2 track between Fern Rock and Jenkintown. Massive delays
ensucd throughout the system until after 1 PM when repairs to the
wire were completed. At least 50 trains were totally or partially
annulled and many others delayed, several of them for more than
an hour. Train #4213 was held for nearly three hours at
Jenkintown.

West Trenton-bound train #5314 apparently struck a
trespasser between Somerton and Trevose stations on the moming
of Monday, December 26. Bul the body was not discovered until
northbound train #5318 passed the scene at 9:34 AM, more than an
hour later. Three trains were partially annulled and others delayed.
Some riders were bused before regular service was restored at 1
PM. Then, early in the New Year, about 1:35 AM on Sunday,
January 1, Philadelphia-bound Train #9742 struck and killed a
trespasser on the Northeast Corridor near Holmesburg Junction.
The train was held for an hour, but at that time there was little
effect on other traffic. (See separate article in this issue on the
trespassing problem.)

AMTRAK

The FRA last month released the results of its NEC
Future study on how the Northeast Corridor should be rebuilt to
accommodate projected growth in ridership over the next 30 vears.
Philadelphia plays a prominent part in the “Preferred Alternative”
as laid out in the Final Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement for
the $120-billion project. A major change is climination of the
previously-proposed tunnel under center city with a subterrancan
station east of Cify Hall. Instead, 30" Street will remain as the
city’s major station but Philadelphia Intemational Airport would
gain a new station on the Northeast Corridor. A new double-track
mainline would diverge from the present alignment nerth of
Eddystone, extend to the Airport then follow SEPTA’s Airport
Line and a CSX spur to rejoin the present NEC around Grays
Ferry. (The existing mainline through Darby would be retained.)

The NEC Preferred Alternative plan also would
eliminate the 50-mph curve at Frankford Junction by straightlining
the railroad east of North Philadelphia station through a tunnel or
trench. A shift in track would also be made in the Torresdale area.
To the south a new double-track line in Wilmington would avoid
the slow running there. Numerous other changes are proposed on
the 457-mile NEC between Boston and Washington, the most
costly of which is the $24-billion Gateway plan to build another
route into New York City with two new tunnels under the Hudson
River. A separate $4-billion plan is proposed by FRA to construct
a new tunnel in Baltimore to replace the 143-year-old B&P tunnel
which now is a serious bottleneck. Additional tracks would be
installed in some sections of the NEC where only two or three
main tracks now exist. Faster and more frequent train service also

is key to the plan. {Continued on Page 6)
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AMTRAK last month announced that it will offer
increased service to and from Washington. DC. for the
inauguration of Donald Trump on Friday, January 20. There will
be added capacity on Northeast Regional trains January 20-23 and
extra Acela and Regional round-trip service operated on Saturday,
E:TSIEF: Vo o000 RO ——— The Wall Street Journal reports that
JetBlue Airways has started a price war with AMTRAK for the
Boston-New York passenger business. JetBlue is charging $129
on some flights while the Acela fare ranges around $200. Trip
time on Amtrak is about three hours and 30 minutes
.................... AMTRAK has filed a formal complaint with the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission concerning a 153-percent
electric-rate increase imposed by PPL Utilities, which would cost
the railroad $2.3 million a year. The increase involves an aging
substation in Lancaster County that converts power from the Safe
Harbor hydroelectric plant to 12,000 volis AC.

(Continued from Page 5)

Two trespassers were killed by AMTRAK trains in
recent weeks on the Harrisburg line. The first occurred just west
of Strafford station when a man was stuck by westbound train #43
the Pennsylvanian around 1 PM on Wednesday, November 30.
Amtrak and SEPTA traffic was suspended, resulting in train #43
finally departing Paoli two hours and 27 minutes late. Two
westbound Keystone trains also were delayed. Eight SEPTA trains
were annulled and numerous others held back. Eastbound Amtrak
train #42 got by with a short delay but eastbound SEPTA (rains
were stopped until 3:20-PM and westbounds until 3:50, Then, on
Wednesday, December 14, another man was hit by westbound
Keystone train #647 around 4:30 PM at the Parkesburg station.
The train was held for 90 minutes ................c...e. AMTRAK
Police Chief Polly Hansen has been under investigation for fraud
and a conflict of interest in awarding contracts.

NORFOLK

sournern  CSX, NS,

csx OTHER ROADS

TRANSPORTATION

CSX last month opened its new Virginia Avenue tunnel
in Washington, DC, allowing double-stack container trains to use
this key route for the first time. The old Pennsy tunnel which it
replaced had very restrictive clearances. The first CSX double-
stack train, Q135 enroute from Portsmouth, VA, to North
Baltimore, Ohio, passed through the new tunnel on December 23.
Virginia Avenue was the last of 61 clearance projects in CSX’s
$850-million National Gateway initiative to create more efficient
east-west routings for container shipping (Trains).......oovevveeenns
CSX shut down all operations over the Christmas holiday, from 3
PM on December 24 to 7 AM on the 26" NORFOLK
SOUTHERN ceased operations from 3 PM on December 24 to 7
AM on the 27", except for some limited road and interchange
operations on the 26™.

NJ TRANSIT has begun construction of NJT Grid, an
independent electrical system that could provide power to parts of

the NJT system instead of relying solely on commercial utilities.
The main part of the project will be a gas-fired 104-megawatt
power plant at Kearny, NJ, which could produce enough electricity
to power several rail lines as well as stations, ventilators, pumps
and signals along its Mainline from Hoboken to Suffern, NY
CEVEIHS ) coivvmenvmmansnunis NJIT’s River Line suffered two accidents
last month which disrupted service between Camden and Trenton.
Around 6:20 AM on Wednesday, December 7, a woman drove her
car around the crossing gates at River Avenue in Camden and
crashed into a River Line train. No one on the train was injured
but three of the four people in the automobile were sent to the
hospital. Then, early on the morning of Friday, December 16, a
CONRAIL freight train derailed an emply hopper car near the
Roebling station, delaying River Line trains for up to 30 minutes.

New Year’s Eve revelers were offered free rides on
PATCO from 8 PM Saturday to 4 AM on Sunday. It was the first
time in PATCO’s 47-ycar history that it has given free rides, with
about 7,000 people expected to take advantage of the offer
..................... A woman jumped or fell onto the tracks at
PATCO’s Broadway station in Camden around 4 PM on Tuesday,
December 27, and was run over by a train. Service was suspended
until almost § PM, but PATCO tickets were cross-honored on NIT
buses to and from Philadelphia.

President-Elect Trump has nominated Elaine Chao to
be his Secretary of Transportation. Chao previously served as
labor secretary to former President George W. Bush, and as a
deputy transportation secretary in earlier administrations She is
married to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky.
Railroad industry leaders appeared to welcome the choice
..................... The Transportation Security Administration has
issued a notice requiring that all “security-sensitive employees™ of
Class I freight railroads, AMTRAK, commuter lines and over-the-
road bus companies receive formal security training.

Freight business is down on the nation’s railroads.
prompiing Trains Magazine to write this headline: “Uncertainty to
reign supreme in 2017.” In addition to declining coal, crude oil
and other traffic, the railroads need to worry about possible re-
regulation by the Federal government, the approaching deadline
for installation of Positive Train Control (PTC) and the ongoing
competitive battle with truckers. Trains also is ruminating about
what the election of Donald Trump will mean to the rail freight and
passenger industries, especially in view of his promise to launch a
huge infrastructure improvement program............... R ¢
coalition of rail labor unions represeniing more than 85,000
employees has failed to reach a new agreement with five Class [
railroads, including CSX and NS. The unicns are asking the
National Mediation Board to intervene. Under terms of the
Railway Labor Act, negotiations must continue for an extended
period of time, so that no strikes are imminent.

2017 NRHS Convention
Nashville, Tennessee
June 20-24, 2017
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Tnesdav, January 10, 2017:

Regular monthly meeting of Harrisburg
Chapter, NRHS, Hoss’s Restaurant, 743
Wertzville Road, Enola, PA. Optional
dinner at Hoss’s at 5 PM, business mecting
and program start at 7 PM. Program topic
will be “Sivil War Railroading”, an
illustrated talk by Colonel Thomas Sweeney
(U. S. Army retired). Associated with the U.
S. Army War College at Carlisle Barracks,
Colonel Sweeney’s program will describe
the obstacles military men had to overcome
in order for trains to move troops and
supplies to Civil War battlefronts. In
addition, Col. Sweeney will recount how
tactical deployment of railroad engineering
and operations complemented military
MANCUVers.

Saturday/Sunday, Jannary 14-15: Greenberg’s Great
Train & Toy Show, Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, 100 Station
Avenue, Oaks, PA 19456, 10 AM to 4 PM each day. Admission:
$9 for a one-day adult ticket, $10 for a two-day tickel. For more
information, check the Greenberg Shows website.

Friday, January 20:  Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, 121 Randell Hall, off Drexel
University Main Hall, 3141 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 7:00
PM. Program subject not available at presstime.

Monday, January 23: Regular monthly meeting of
West Jersey Chapter, NRHS, Haddon Heights Borough Hall, 625
Station Avenue, Haddon Heights, NI, 7:30 PM. Program will be
by Fred Ciocciola, as he documents an October, 1971 trip to the
Kansas City area, with stops in lowa, and visiting the Northwestern
Steel & Wire Company in Illinois. Let’s go back 45 years to see
some Midwestern activity.

Saturday, February 4: “Super Saturday Streetcar
Special XXIV on SEPTA in Philadelphia. Departs Elmwood
Depot at 10:00 AM. Annual Super Bowl weekend includes
multiple quality photo stops along SEPTA revenue and diversion
trackage. Fare for this charter is $40. Remember that Super
Saturday trips have completely sold out over the last few years, so
order your ticket early; capacity limited to just 40 riders. Trip
sponsored by Wilmington Chapter, NRHS/Steve Barry. Tickets
may be purchased on line at

http://www.wilmingtonchaptertrips.com.

Friday, February 17: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NHRS, 121 Randell Hall, off Drexel
University Main Hall, 3141 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 7:00
PM. Program subject not available at presstime.

Sunday, March 5: Annual Train Show sponsored by
Jersey Central Railway Historical Society, at Mother Seton High
School, I Valley Road, Clark, NJ (Garden State Parkway Exit 135
at Clark Circle), 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM, Admission: Adults $5.00,
kids under 12 Free. Additional information: 1-908-272-3910.

Saturday, March 11: 31% Annual Harrisburg Railroad
Show & Collectors Market, 9 AM to 3 PM, Middletown First
Church of God, Fellowship Hall, 245 West High Street,
Middletown, PA 17057, Admission at the door: $5.00 per person,
children under 12 free. This always excellent train show is
sponsored by Harrisburg Chapter, NRIIS.

Saturday/Sunday, March 11-12: Greenberg’s Great:
Train & Toy Show, Chase Center on the Riverfront, 815 Tustison

Street, Wilmington, DE 19801, 10 AM to 4 PM each day.
Admission; $9 for a one-day ticket, $10 for a two-day ticket.
Children 11 and under free. For more information, visit the
Greenbergs Show website.

Friday, August 11 through Sunday, Aucust 13:
Railfest Hamburg 2017, celebrating the 50" anniversary of
Reading Alco C630 #5308 and GE U30C #6300, sponsored by
Reading Railroad Technical & Historical Society.  More
information in upcoming issues of Cirders, or by visiting the
RCT&HS website, www.readingrailroad.org.

Visit The World’s Largest Train,
Toy, & Hobby Show

in Wilmington, DE
Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show

Chase Center on the Riverfront
815 Justison Street, Witmington, DE 19801

March 11-12, 2017 ~ 10am-4pm
Children 11 and under FREE!!

Huge operating train layouts * Free Seminars
250+ tables of trains, toys and hobby items for sale
Trains for kids to run * Fun for the whole family

Directions to the Chase Center on the Riverfront:
Take 1-95 to Exit #6 in Wilmington; go straight at bottom of
ramp as far as MLK Jr. Bivd (Route 48); tum east on MLK

Blvd; furn Right onto Justison Street

www.GreenbergShows.com

Philadelphia LCL.................

Arthur Leonard Lloyd, Jr., well-known California
rail historian and enthusiast, passed away at his home in Menlo
Park, CA on Sunday, December 4, 2016, at the age of 91. Lloyd
joined the Western Pacific Railroad in 1949 as a reservations clerk
for the WP’s then-new California Zephyr. Art left the WP in
1961, joining a California travel agency. In Oclober, 1971, he
joined Amirak as its 80™ employee. He worked in a number of
West Coast positions for Amtrak, retiring in 1991. He arranged
rail excursions for the Pacific Coast Chapter, RL&HS. Lloyd was
also instrumental in the establishment of the California State
Railroad Museum in Sacramento. Services were held in Redwood
City, CA on December 17.......... Noted author and sleam
enthusiast Ronald Paul Ziel passed away on December 15 in
Idaho Falls, ID, at the age of 77. Ron was a native of New York
and Long Island, and authored a number of books, highlighted by
Steel Rails to the Sunrise, published in 1965, covering the Long
Island Rail Road. In 1966, Ziel, with some other rail enthusiasts,
former the Long Island-Sunrise Trail Chapter of NRHS. He served
as its first president, and held that position until 1969. He also was
involved in more than one railroad museum on Long Island. Ron
is survived by a brother, Robert. Services were conducted on
December 21 by the Eckersell Funeral Home of Rigby, 1D.
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On the right you will see reproduced a
Reading Transportation Company flyer
from March 8, 1931, showing joint
service between Philadelphia and
Allentown, —R. L. Eastwood, Jr. Collection

Newtown Rail Trail Hits NIMBY
Opposition in Northampton Twp.

A skirmish has erupted between the NIMBY element in
Northampton Township, Bucks County, over the development of
the Newtown Branch Rail Trail. Officials in Newtown Township,
Middletown Township and Upper Southampton Township have all
agreed to support development of the i(rail on the former roadbed
of the ex-Reading Railroad Newtown Branch.

In a newspaper article in the Infelligencer on December
16, a whole litany of supposed reasons to not build the trail was
outlined at a Northampton Township meeting. In response to that,
the three Bucks County commissioners wrote a length Letter to the
Editor to the intelligencer rebutting Northampton’s allegations.
The Infelligencer itself chimed in with two editorials supporting
development of the Trail, stating that the usual NIMBY concerns
were basically unfounded, and cited Montgomery County’s
opening of the Pennypack Trail between Rockledge and Byberry
Road in Lower Moreland Township as evidence that there was
little to be concerned about. Indeed, there have been virtually no
incidents on the Pennypack Trail, w‘mch has proven highly popular
with area hikers and bikers.

Meanwhile, on the Pennypack Trail, the rails and ties
between Byberry Road and County Line Road were in the process
of removal during November and December, one further step
toward completion of the Montgomery County portion. Still to be
placed are historical marker kiosks at most of the Pennypack Trail,
including one at the site of the tragic head-on collision in 1921
near Woodmont (Byberry Road) station.

Plans are advancing, meanwhile for development and
construction of the initial Bucks County portion, which will run
from County Line Read to Second Street Pike in Southampton. At
that location, the Southampton Railroad Station Society has been
working, as [unds and human resources permit, to restore the 1892-
vintage station. The Southampton station is the only example
remaining of three stations constructed to the same design by the
Philadelphia & Reading Railway; the other two examples were al
Trevose and Roeelofs on the West Trenton/New York Branch.

PROGRAM NEEDS UPDATED!

As we enter the year 2017, Philadelphia Chapter is still seeking
presenters with interesting programs for our members.
February and May need presenters, with March and April
spoken for at this time. Please contact President Larry
Eastwood (ayrestower(@comecast.net) or Program Director
Harry Garforth (hegarforthfcomcastnet) for details (phone
numbers on Page 2). PowerPoint programs preferred are but
we are able to accommodate 35mm slide programs with
advance notice — The Chapter needs to provide the projector, as
Drexel no longer has 35mm slide projection equipment.

EFFECTIVE SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 1931

= BUS

SERVICE

Between

PHILADELPHIA

(Reading Terminal, 12th and Market Streets)

BETHLEHEM
ALLENTOWN

and intermediate points

NORTHBOUND
STATIONS STOPFING FOINT | b i DAILY

. |7 AW | M| BA
PHILADELPFHIA . . . Eeading Terminal . I B j8.25|l0.16| 2.15| 5.15
£ - . North Broad Bt. Station . | B | 8.35|10.25| 2.25) 5.25
COLMAR. . . . . . . Rair A G.24|11.14| 3.14| 6114
LE N 9.42111.82( 3.32| 6.32
9 v i N H.50(11.45| 3.43 645
AT M . Co. J.L,rm]m] N {10502 5] 4,400 7.15
iLLII\'TLJ\\‘\ .. o Bus Tenmml R w1030 12,35 4.20] 738
AM TuL [ A )

SOUTHBOUND

ETATIONS STOPEING #0INT il DAILY

| T oA | ¥M | M
Bus ftrulinﬂ] ...... ¢ | Vo030 2.30) 5.27
SRSV Co. Terminal . . i T.L010.50 ) 2,50 5.0
L. ¥, 'F‘ Co, Statien ., » B.0011. 20 3.20( 6,040
.. LiVOT. Col Siatien | | A 3.32| 6.12
1.3 Railroad Station . . . . N | h.\,' 1 3.5 630
PHIL UJP] PHIA . . . ¥orth Broad St. Station . N 4.4 7.20
.o . Hessling Termioal | g £.50] 7.30
T

AM time light type B M tlene heavy type
BUS TICKETS SOLD AT ALL OF THE STOPS SHOWN aBOVE

A-Fussangers will La
B-T'mesongur: will be

rm LRy pusine.
5 by ond Colnnr,
Leyond Seilersviile.

18]
N-No passengersreceival i direction.

FARES
e Way Leonnd Trip
Phlladelph]a and Quakertown . . . . | $L20 F2.40
" Allentown . . . . 1.63 3.00
Lk ¢  Bethlehem . . | w5 aia 16h 3.00

Proportionate fares between othcr points,

Connection is made at PHILADELPHIA
for buses to
Atlantic City, Baltimore, Washington and Southern and
Western destinations

ADDITIOMNAL INFORMATION
Full information may be obtained at the following offices:
Locution Fhoue
Philadelphia, Reading Terminal Walnut 6100
Allentown, L. V. T. Co. Ticket Office Allentown 21589

L Reading—C. R. R. of N. J. Station 5 6135
£ Bus Terminal ki 6188
Bethlehem, L. V. T. Co. Ticket Office Bethlehem 942
L Reading—L. V. R. R. Station ¢ 271
4 Union Bus Terminal L 4713
Time tables may be procured from ticket agents and bus
nnerators



