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Rebuild Project at NY Penn Station
Forces Many Summer Service Cuts

Amtrak, NJ Transit, LIRR Issue New Timelables

The recent discovery of widespread track defects at
Penn Station, New York, has required Amitrak to squeeze several
years of planned repairs into just two months this summer. The
cost of the massive “Infrastructure Renewal Project” could reach
$40 million, most of it paid for by Amitrak which owns and
controls Penn Station. A lot of crowding and confusion was
expected after the July 10 start of shat the media quickly dubbed
the “Summer of Hell,” but at least during the first few days a
majority of passengers seemed to be coping well with the reduced
service.

The closure of four or five of its 21 tracks at the same
time means that up Lo a quarter of the 1.300-0dd weekday train
movements into and outl of Penn Station necd to be cancelled or
diverted to other terminals during the period from July 10 to
Seplember 1. (Sce previous reports on the crisis in the May and
June issues of Cinders.) More work will be carried out next year,
but should cause much less disruption than now. Penn is the
busiest railroad station in America, in normal times handling some
600,000 passengers on any given weekday.

Amltrak says that its forces will concentrate on the
rebuilding of “A” interlocking, the key (acility which controls the
rail complex at the west entrance to the station. Emergency repairs
on the platform tracks began in April but the large-scale project
now in progress includes not only platform tracks but more
importantly the total replacement of track and switches in “A”
interiocking. All Amtrak and NJ Transit trains must pass through
“A” as they enter and exit the North River tunnels. Long Island
Rail Road trains moving to and from LIRR's West Side yard also
are routed through this interlocking.

Adding to the problem was another derailment in the
station that occurred at 9:10 PM on Thursday, July 6, just four days
before the renewal project began. One car of inbound NJT train
#3276 from Long Branch derailed at low speed as the train was
entering “A” interlocking. The 180 passengers were stranded for

(Continued on Page 3)

Airline Exec Named to Head Amtrak

Moorman te Stay On as Co-CEO until Yearend

When Charles W. (Wick) Moorman was brought in
as president & CEO of Amtrak last September, he made it clear
that he took the job only for the shori-term. Moorman, now 65.
was fresh off a highly-successful career at Southern Railway and
then Norfolk Southern, where he last served as chairman, president
& CEO. After arriving at Amtrak he said that his goals were to
make Amtrak more efficient, develop a stronger safety culture and
find the right person to lead the company over the long term. As
he put it, “Amtrak’s not broken [but] there are things to be fixed.”

Thus it's perhaps not surprising that in late June
Amtrak introduced Richard Anderson, 62, a former CEO of Delta
Air Lines, as its new president & CEQ effective July 12.
Moorman also agreed to stay on as co-CEQ unti] the end of this
year to assist in the transition. One of Moorman’s tasks will be to
continue dealing with the ongoing track maintenance crisis at Penn
Station in New York. which should be resolved before he leaves
office. Then, in January he will return home to Charlottesville.
VA, while remaining in an advisory capacity at Amtrak.

Anderson, a native of Texas who was born into a Santa
Fe Railway family, has had an illustrious 25-year career in the
aviation industry. He was named Person of the Year by Aviation
Week Magazine in 2015 and before that was included on Fortune
Magazine’s list of Top Pcople in Business. “What you get with
Richard Anderson is a corporate leader.” Moorman said of his
successor. “He’s creative and thoughtful and will go find the
answers to problems.” The general reaction to Anderson’s hiring
throughout the railroad industry appeared to be positive. But.
when contacted by Trains Magazine, former Amtrak President
David Gunn said, “If he can’t coax people out of their foxholes.
he’s doomed. And you have to convince them you have a plan that
makes sense operationally, and is not driven by politics.”

Jim Mathews, CEO of the National Association of
Railroad Passengers, welcomed Anderson and praised him as an
executive with experience o a difficult environment—airlines.
“NARP is very pleased Amitrak is making the sensible move of
bringing in an executive with strong management experience in a
customer-service-oriented transportation company.” An Atlanta-

(Continued on Page 3)
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PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, NRHS _
Board of Directors Meeting
Summer, 2017

Tuesday, August 8, 2017
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Amtrak 30t Street Station
(Gather at 6:45 PM at the World War Il Statue
on the 29 Street side of the Station)

NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, INC.
Post Office Box 7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302

Founded 1936, incorporated 1973 as a 301c3 non-profit corporation

CHAPTER WEBSITE: For current Chapter information, as well as vintage
views of Chapler trips and activities, visit website: www.nrhsphiladelphia.org

CHAPTER OFFEICERS (Elected)

o 2 | o N S S e R. L.. Eastwood, Jr. (215) 947-5769
Serior Vice President . ...oooociecocinnmnninsonnn Daniel Knouse (215} 659-3436
Vice President & Treasurer.......................Richard Copeland (215) 343-2765
SECUCLATY ©veoreiiiiaiiniainanees -.....Marie K, Eastwood (215) 947-5769
National Representative......ccoeeeeeoe ... Peter M. Senin, Jr. {609) 458-2090

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (Appointed)

BoRor s st e ....R. L. Eastwood, Ir. (215) 947-5769
Equipment Chair ....David R. McGuire (856) 241-8046
Historical Archivist..........ines Kenneth Thomas (215) 635-2335
Membership Chair..................oon Sheila A. Dorr (610) 642-2830
Program Director. ..o, Harry Garforth (215) 266-3180
Publiciiy G haire s s i s I R S S S R e
W EDITIASIEN e o v e s v e e ea e n e aree e Daniel Knouse (215) 639-3436

2017 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: Effective September 1, 2016, $20.00
per person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter dues through December 31.
2017. (NRHS National membership dues for 2017 are $50.00, billed directly by
NRIIS). NRHS chapters bill their members separately for Chapter dues, which
is done annually in Qctober. The donation requests for Philadelphia Railfriends
are mailed during October via separate mailing from Cinders.  Anyone
interested in becoming a member of Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS should
forward remittance in the amount of $20.00 to Post Office Box 7302,
Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302. Please be sure to include name, valid mailing
address. telephone number and E-mail address, as applicable. Remittance should
be made payable to Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS.

ADDRESS CHANGES should be sent to the Editor at Post Office Box 353,
Huntingden Valley, PA 19006-0353. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NEW
TELEPHONE NUMBER and ANY E-MAIL ADDRESS so our records are
complete.

Cinders is published 11 times a year by Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Inc.
Correspondence regarding Cinders should be directed to the Editor at P.O. Box
353, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. EXCHANGE newsletters should

be sent fo: R. L. Eastwooed, Jr., Editor, P. O. Box 353, Huntingdon Valley, PA
19006-0353, or by electronic mail to ayrestower(@comeast.net,

If your Cinders Arrives in Bad Condition
Il your Cinders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769 or
avrestowericomeastnet and  a  replacement  copy  will
promptly be sent to you. The incidence of damage has been
greatly reduced through the use of envelopes for mailing each

issue, although there is an additional cost involved.

Summer Dinner Reservation
Deadline Is August 7

As reported in Cinders last month. the Chapter’s Board
of Directors has unanimously agreed to return to the West Trenton.
NI venue for 2017 Annual Bill Wagner Summer Dinner. The date
is Friday evening, August 19, 2017, and we will once again hold
the event at Freddie’'s Restaurant, located approximately two
blocks from SEPTA’s West Trenton Regional Rail station. For
those who may wish to drive, Freddie’s is located at 12 Railroad
Avenue in Ewing, NJ (West Trenton). immediately adjacent to the
former Reading “Trent” tower.

For those riding SEPTA, West Trenton Local #2372
leaves 30™ Street at 4:22 PM, arriving West Trenton at 5:38, and
West Trenton Express #6374 leaves 30" Street at 4:37 PM,
arriving West Trenton at 5:56. Members should note that #6374
expresses from Temple University to Bethayres: those living
between those two stations will need to ride #2372. Return trains
to Philadelphia leave West Trenton at 8:08 PM (#387) and 8:57
PM (#389), arriving at Jefferson at 9:11 and 10:00 PM.
respectively.  Senior citizens should note that the senior farc on
SEPTA into a New Jersey point is $1.75 each way.

Cocktail hour at the bar will begin at 5:00 PM, and we
will sit down to dinner at 6:00 PM. All beverages will be on
individual scttlement. The menu is expected to be mixed salad,
Penne Alfredo, entrée choices of broiled tilapia or chicken
parmigiana. The vegetables will be roasted red potatoes with
choice of steamed broccoli or string beans. Dessert will most
likely be New York-style cheesecake or ice cream.

Please send reservations, payable to Philadelphia
Chapter, NRHS in the amount of $40.00 person (same as 2016)
to: Summer Dinner, Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Post Office Box
7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302.  Reservations nced to be
received by the Chapter on or before Monday, August 7, 2017.

WE NEED PROGRAMS!!

We need programs beginning in October, 2017 through June,
2018. Please contact President Larry Eastwood
(avrestower rcomeast net) or Program Director Harry Garforth
(hearforihicomenstiet) for details (phone numbers on Page
2). PowerPoint and 35mm slide programs can be used.

NRHS Member Mia Mather Passes

Philadelphia Chapter has learned of the rather sudden
passing of New York Chapter Marianna (Mia) Mather, 76, of New
York City and Vinathaven, ME on June 12, 2017. following
complications after having back surgery.

Mia was a fixture at NRHS National meetfings and
conventions over the years. and could often be found on Norfolk
Southern steam excursions when they operated. She was a World
traveler on passenger trains all over, and conversation on such irips
would easily find her.

A graduate of the University of Oregon. she had a long
programming career with IBM. She was married to Warren J.
Mitofsky, who predeccased her in 2006. A sister, Linnell Mather
of Vinalhaven, and a brother, Edward, of Campbell River, British
Columbia, Canada survive her. as well as family and many friends.
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Rebuild Project at NY Penn Station
Forces Many Summer Service Cuts

(Continued from Page 1)

nearly two hours before a rescue train arrived on the scene. All
Amtrak and NJT operations temporarily ground to a halt. but by
Friday morning normal service had been restored. This was the
third derailment in the station area since late March.

There also was a bit of good news in what is
unquestionably a difficult time for commuters. In June the long-
awaited West End concourse beneath the adjoining Farley Post
Office Building was opened. The brightly-lit passage. which
improves access to some of the station’s 11 platforms, offers a
stark contrast to the dingy entrances in the main station. Over the
next three to five years the Farley Building is to be converted into
the Moynihan Train Hall, which will provide a new waiting space
and other conveniences for Amtrak, NIT and LIRR passengers.

Amitrak reissued a number of timetables effective July
10, including those for the Northeast Corridor, Keystonc and
Empire Services. NJ Transit, whose riders probably are the most
severely impacted by the construction project, reissued all of its
timetables except for the Allantic City Line, and the Long Island
Rail Road published ncw timetables for the cight-week closure
period. Weekend service on the three railroads, however. is
generally unaffected.

Following is a summary of the changes now in effect:

AMTRAK

Six round-trip Corridor trains have been cancelled
between New York and Washington for the duration of the project.
They are 110, 111, 127, 180, 183 and 186. Several other trains
will make additional stops. No Acela Express trips are cancelled
and New York-Boston service is unchanged. Actually, because
Amirak handles considerably fewer passengers through Penn
Station than cither of the two commuter systems, the number of its
customers adversely affected by the construction is far less than
those of NJT and LIRR.

Six round-trip Keystone Service trains to and from
Harrisburg now originate and terminate at Philadelphia 30™ Street
instead of New York. The trains are #642, 650, 651, 652, 653 and

635. One pair of trains, #640/643, is turned at Newark instead of

New York. Other trains are operating as normal.

In a somewhal surprising development, six weekday
Empire Service ftrains have been shifted to Grand Central
Terminal, to help relieve congestion at Penn Station. They are
#230, 233, 235, 236, 239 and 242. The westbound #69
Adirondack to Montreal and #63 Maple Leaf 1o Toronto are
combined as a single train from Penn Station to Albany-
Rensselaer, where they are split.  The last year in which Amtrak
operated regular service into Grand Central was 1991, when the
West Side connection to Penn Station was completed.

One long-distance train, #19/20 Crescent to and from
New Orleans, now turns back at Washington. The Silver Service
trains and #50/51 Cardinal, which normally do not carry local
Northeast Corridor passengers, will do so during this period.

NJ TRANSIT

Riders on NJ Transit represent the largest group of
commuters to be personally impacted by the disruption at Penn
Station. Those riding the busy Morristown Line have found
themselves with no daily Midtown Direct service to Penn Station
except for four trains arriving there before 7 AM. All other
Morristown trains have been diverted to Hoboken Terminal where
passengers must transfer to ferries or PATH trains. (Tickets are
sold at discounted fares and are cross-honored on PATH. the
ferries and certain express buses to the Port Authority Bus
Terminal in Manhattan.)

Trains from Montclair continue to operate into Penn
Station, allowing Morristown riders the opportunity lo transfer at
Newark-Broad Street (but only in non-rush hours). NIT's
Northeast Corridor and North Jersey Coast trains will operate as
usual into and out of Penn Station. although North Jersey Coast
trains destined for Hoboken now terminate at Newark. Weekend
service on all NIT lines remains unchanged from regular
schedules.

LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LIRR handles the largest number of daily passenpers
into Penn Station. It is cancelling or rerouting more than two
dozen weekday rush-hour trains into Penn Station. with some
diverted to Atlantic Terminal in Brooklyn, a few o Hunterspoint
Avenue in Queens and others turned back at Jamaica. New
timetables for all branches and the City Terminal Zone were issued
effective July 10. Additional cars were noted on some rush-hour
trains to Penn Station. LIRR is leasing eight single-level coaches
from MARC-—possibly some of the same cars that were borrowed
by SEPTA during last year’s Silverliner V equipment shortage.
These MARC cars will supplement LIRR's regular bilevel car fleet
and provide additional cquipment for summer service to the
Hamplons.

PORT AUTHORITY TRANS HUDSON

PATH has added rush-hour train service to and from
Manhattarnl to assist NJ Transit riders while the infrastructure
project is ongoing at Penn Station. NJT tickets are being cross-

honored at the Hoboken, 33™ Street and World Trade Center
PATH stations.

Amtrak promises that the disruptive Penn Station
project will end on Friday, September 1, at the start of the Labor
Day weekend, so that Tuesday the 5™ will see the first post-project
rush hour. If the plan is to restore all regnlar service that morning,
it is hoped the transition will be a smooth one. But Amtrak now
says that some signal and power work will continue on weekends.

- Frank Tamall

Airline Exec Named ¢o Head Amtrak

(Continued from Page 1)

based rail historian, Jackson McQuigg, also told Trains that he had
high hopes for Anderson, after observing him in action at Delta Air

Lines which is headquartered in Atlanta. “He has a demeanor not
unlike [former Amtrak President] Graham Claytor. He is a Texan,
a lawyer and a former prosecutor among other things. He had a
stellar reputation in Atlanta and cared about the city and its
history.”

Now Anderson will need to find his footing in
Washington, DC, not only as the leader of Amtrak but as an
advocate for the railroad with Congress and the Trump
Administration.
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SEPTA is getting ready to introduce an electronic
vehicle locating system, which riders with smartphones or
computers can use to find their buses. trolleys or trains in real time.
It also will give SEPTA a massive amount of data to track vehicle
performance on its many routes. Some $5.6 million already has
been spent to install cellular modems in most of SEPTA’s 1,400-
plus buses and 159 trolleys, which will refresh every 30 seconds.
bul a series of sensors still need to be installed in subway tunnels
where the signals from modems are blocked. Regional Rail cars
and locomotives already have the equipment. Cxcept in the
subways, the high-tech locators are set to be activated this summer.
The real-time system has been in development for more than a year
(sce May 2016 Cinders).

Once again this summer SEPTA carried out anocther
“Trolley Tunnel Blitz" to make improvements in the five-mile-
long tunnel. During the nine~-day outage July 7-17, SEPTA crews
upgraded track and power systems, repainted stations, replaced
tiles and did intensive cleaning of the tunnel and stations. Trolleys
on all five routes were rerouted to the 40" Street subway station
___________________ Route 15 Girard Avenue ig being bused [or the
summer to allow replacement of 4,100 track feet of rail between
Broad Street and 21™ Street and on the Schuylkill River bridge.
The new rail is encased in an insulated rubber boot for a smoother
and quieter ride, replacing rail 1aid in the 1950°s. Trolley service
will resume on September 18................ About 11:45 PM on
Friday. June 9, a woman apparently jumped in front of a Broad
Street subway train at the Cecil B. Moore station in North
Philadelphia. Stuck under the train, she suffered a severe leg
injury, but was later reported in stable condition at the hospital.

SEPTA
REGIONAL
RAIL

SEPTA’s wire train crews were the subject of a six-

4 *—-—.—-
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n;,, ""ﬁ‘nf E) Tfans\3°"°

age illustrated article in the July issue of Trains Magazine cntitled

“Philadelphia’s High Wire Aet™ A writer and photographer
actually went out with an overnight crew working to replace
catenary on the Normistown Line, some of which dates from the
Reading’s original electrificalion morc than 80 years ago. The
article included interviews with some of the 12 linemen at work in
this difficult and hazardous assignment. SEPTA’s chief
engineering officer for power, Tom Mangold, said “Tf you don’t
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know what you're doing, you can electrocute yourself. Even
worse, if there are people nearby. you can kill them as well.” Said
Writer Steve Sweeney, “Welcome to the wire train.”

Ironically. at about the same time the magazine was
reaching its readers. passengers on the West Trenton line were
experiencing almost daily delays. which General Manager Jeffrey
Knueppel attributed to problems with the wires. He said the
traditional catcnary structure on both the Reading and Pennsy
includes three wires, the trolley, auxiliary and messenger wires, the
latter supporting the other two. As it deteriorates this type of
calenary causes increased problems, which has led SEPTA to
replace it with a two-wire design that eliminates the auxiliary.

Knueppel told the /nguirer that the West Trenton line
had its catenary replaced about 18 years ago. to prevent its failure.
The threc-wire catenary was put up but it has wide spans not found
elsewhere on the railroad. “We had no time,” he said. “The plan
was put together so quickly because the reliability had really.
really hit bottom. If we had learned what we found out later. we
definitely would have put the two-wire system in there.” West
‘T'renton “now has the longest spans and highest speeds. ..leading to
the most vibrations and movement.” The result has been broken
wires, one in April, one in May and two in June. causing major
delays on the line. “It’s clear that the three-wire system has to go.”
Knueppel said. During the week of June 21 wire trains began
upgrading the West Trenton catenary to the two-wire
configuration. a job expected to take at least a vear and a half to
complete.

SEPTA has made a change in its procedure for
collecting tickets during the 3 to 7 PM rush hour at five center city
stations. After the cutback in train service last summer caused by
the sidelining of the Silverliner V cars, SEPTA employees were
assigned to collect tickets at the stairways leading to the platforms.
thus relieving crews from that duty on crowded trains. It’s become
an open secret, however. that some riders are “gaming” the system
by purchasing lower-priced tickets but then staying on board to
destinations in higher-fare zones. To help curb this illicit practice.
as of July 10 the gatekeepers began punching the tickets and then
returning them to passengers, who must again present their tickets
to the train conductors.

The new ceonnection to the Cynwyd line at 52™ Street

was placed in service on Monday. June 12 (see June Cinders).
This will allow the retirement of the old, somewhat shaky through-
truss bridge across the AMTRAK mainline.................... In a
situation unique on SEPTA and unusual in this area, the West
Trenton linc now has three “quiet zone” highway crossings
between Yardley and Woodbourne. Engineers are instructed not
to sound their horns or operate their engine bells when approaching

{Continued on Page 5)
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the crossings, but they are required to tumn on the flashing lights on
the front end of the train. The new rule became eflective July 8§ at
the Heacock Road, Stony Hill Road and Edgewood Road
crossings. [t’s not clear if the quiet zone restriction also applies to
CSX freights running on the parallel irack.

{Continued from Page 4)

SEPTA has received $5.8 million from the Federal
Railroad Administration to_install Positive Train Control (PTC)
equipment along the proposed three-mile extension of the Media-
Elwyn line from Elwyn to Wawa.................. Due to track
construction work along the Main Line between Fern Rock and
Jenkintown, several trains departing their origins after 9 PM are
being terminated at Temple U or their schedules changed. The
project is expected (o last for 18 weeks.................... Work on
the new handicapped-accessible pedestrian tunnel at Villanova
station is proceeding well. It is part of a $12.8-million
improvement project at the station. Meanwhile, in late June
contractors were installing preformed concrete platform sections
for the new high-level platform along track #1 at Exton station.

Regional Rail riders got hil with a triple whammy late
on Wednesday afternoon, June 21. A violent rain and windstorm
struck the region, bringing down a tree on the Chestnut Hill East
Line north of Germanlown station at 4:35 PM, [orcing suspension
of service on the branch. At almost the same time a tree fell into
the catenary on the Fox Chase Line near Ryers station, followed 20
minutes later by another downed tree at Lawndale station. All
service on the branch had to be suspended. Even worse was
another trespassing (ree which fell near Radnor station around
4:30, blocking AMTRAK’s Harrisburg line and all of SEPTA’s
Paoli-Thorndale service. Loss of signal power between Bryn
Mawr and Paoli was the principal cause of the outage. At least 80
trains on the three SEPTA lines were delayed that afternoon and
ten more completely annulled.

Some stranded passengers on the Chestnut Hill East and

Fox Chase lines were rescued by buses, before full service was

restored about 11:15 and 9:35 PM respectively. But some of those
stranded on nine Paoli-Thorndale trains were not so lucky and
were stuck in their trains for anywhere from two to three hours. A
dangerous situation arose when a group of passengers on one train
stopped between Haverford and Bryn Mawr managed to open the
car doors and climb down onto the ballast.  Some of them
actually walked in the gauge up to Bryn Mawr station, an act
which SEPTA strongly warned against in a message (o riders the
next day. A signal violation by the crew of train #551 at Bryn
Mawr around 6:30 PM lengthened the recovery time, as did switch
failures at Paoli. AMTRAK Keystone trains also suffered severe
delays of up to three hours due to the signal failures. At one point
it was reported that six SEPTA and one Amtrak train were lined up
east of Bryn Mawr. By 8 PM some trains were running, with
delays, even though a tree was still fouling the #4 track at Radnor.
Full service resumed the next morning but still with many delavs
because of continuing signal problems between Radnor and
Wayne.

A 34-vear-old male passenger petting off a northbound
train at Pennbrook staiion on the afternoon of Thursday. June 22.

commiited one of the dumbest acts imaginable. He crossed the
tracks behind his train and into the path of a slow-moving
southbound train on the other track. Train #567 coming from Link
Belt struck the trespasser who was injured but survived. He was
extricated trom under the train and rushed to the hospital, leaving a
trail of unhappy passengers behind him. At least 1§ other trains
were delayed and #567 was annulled at Pennbrook.

A passenger on Elwyn-bound train #2367 was seriously
injured when he jumped off the moving train at Angora station on
the afterngon of Thursday. July 6. The train was quickly stopped
which avoided further injuries. Television news reported that the
man was unfamiliar with the area and was actually headed to the
Airport when he realized he was on the wrong train and tried to gel
off. Four other trains also were delayed. On the moming of
Monday, June 12, an AMTRAK emplovee working at “Paxon”
interlocking in West Philadelphia was injured when he contacted
an electric wire. causing an emergency situation to be declared.
Outbound train #1071 to Cynwyd was annulled on this the first day
of service for the new Cynwyd connecting track. Three Paoli-
Thorndale trains were annulled and seven delayed. Other
problems encountered on several days in June and July were
caused by reductions in train speeds due to high temperatures when
Rule F-S81 was placed in effect, and the continued difficulties with
crossing gates malfunctioning at several locations.

In the midst of one of the hottest weeks of the summer.
Regional Rail had two more verv rough days on Wednesday. July
12, and Thursday the 13™  Around 3:30 PM on Wednesday.
AMTRAK reporied a loss of power on #4 track between “Phil”
interlocking and Marcus Hook. Train #7241 had to be annulled at
Curtis Park, with passengers handled by shuttle bus beyond.
Numerous other Wilmington-Newark and Airport trains were
delayed. Then at 4:55 a pedestrian walked in front of Warminster-
bound train #444 at the York Road crossing in Willow Grove. The
person was taken to the hospital and the train had to be annulled,
its passengers handled by following train #3444 which was
delayed for 41 minutes as were several other trains. Finally, a
switch failure at “Kay” interlocking near 30" Street Station at 7:05
PM resulted in many delays to Paoli-Thorndale, Cynwyd, Trenton
and Chestnut IIill West trains. Repairs to the switch were
completed in a little over an hour bul in the meantime outbound
passengers at 30" Street had to board on the inbound platforms.

The next day, Thursday. also presented some problems.
exacerbated by the 94-degree lemperature. Some 225 trains were
reported late. compared with 130 the previous day. There was
another power loss on AMTRAK, this one at 9:30 AM on #] track
between “Phil” and “Baldwin” interlockings. Passengers stranded
on train #9230 at Sharon Hill were transferred to #2720 on track #2
and three other trains were delayed before power was restored.
But the most serious problem was a switch failure at “16™ Street
Junction™ in North Philadelphia at 4:45 PM, just after the start of
the evening rush hour. The switch was restored by 5:25 PM but
the damage was done—at least 35 trains were delayed or annulled.
Then, at 7:25 PM a temporary power loss over the entire West
Trenton line caused delays to ten more trains—two of them for an
hour or more.

(Continued on Page 6)
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{Continued from Page 5)

AMTRAK

AMTRAK held an open house at 30" Street on
Wednesdav, July 12, to show off a display of drawings and maps
illustrating the planned “30" Street Station Plaza.” This is part of
the larger 30" Street Station District Plan encompassing much of
the land near the station. This long-range proposal, led by Amtrak,
Drexel University, SEPTA, PennDOT and Brandywine Realty
Trust, would include the redevelopment of the entire arca.
including more than 88 acres above the Amtrak and SEPTA rail
yards (see July 2016 Cinders). Some 40 acres would be preserved
as open space and 18 million square feet of necw mixed-use
development is planned. But the Plaza proposal is designed to
cnhance the property immediately adjacent to the four sides of the
station while reconfiguring vehicle access and making pedestrian
access easier. The need for green space is recognized with the
addition of more trees and landscaping where only concrele is seen
now. More information on the ambitious plan may be found online
at phillydistrict30.com.

The U.S. DOT on July 7 issued its final rule governing
the competitive selection of eligible bidders for the right to take
over operation of up to three of AMTRAK’s long-distance routes.
This is in response to a provision contained in the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act of 2015. It is not
known at this poinl how many private operators may bid on a routc
or routes. in hopes of making a profit.................... The court
hearing for Brandon Bostian, the engineer of AMTRAK s ill-fated
train #188 which crashed on the Frankford curve in May 2015, was
scheduled for June 7, but has been postponed to September 12.
This was done to allow Bostian’s attorney, who was tied up on
another case, to preparc his defense.  Bostian has been charged by
the State attornev general with eight counts of involuntary
manslaughter for the eight deaths in the derailment, and one count
of risking a catastrophe (see June Cinders and previous issues.)

AMTRAK President & CEQ Wick Moorman told
Trains Magazine last month that the new high-speed trainsets for
the Northeast Corridor will start to come on line in 2021. The 28
Avelia Liberty trains will be built by Alstom. at a cost of $2.45
billion, and are intended to operate at speeds of up to 160 mph.
Most of the present Acela Express sets are leased by Amtrak, and
could be reassigned elsewhere..................... Trains reports that
retired AMTRAK AEM-7 clectric locomotives #928 and 942 were
spolled in Chicago last month on the westbound Capitol Limited.
They are thought to be enroute to the railroad test center at Pueblo,
CO, although there were reports that they might be used in the
CALTRAIN electrification project in California.

Two CSX freight crewmen were killed in W ashington,
DC. about 11 PM on Tuesday. June 27, when they were struck by
southbound AMTRAI train #175. The accident occurred in Ivy
City where the Northeast Corridor tracks run closely parallel to the
CSX mainline. The crewmen had gotten ofl the locomotive to

inspect their train, Q137 enroute from Baltimore to Chicago. and
were walking in the gauge of the southbound passenger track.
Operations on the Corridor were suspended for several hours and
numerous train cancellations and delays caused a major disruption
in service until well after 9 AM the next morning ..................._.
The media had some fun with the story of a pizza delivery man
taking an order to stranded passengers on AMTRAK train #161.
which was stalled near Newport, DE, on Sunday evening. May 14.
The pizza guy had to cut through a backyard. climb a steep
embankment. jump over a water-filled ditch and walk up the right-
of-way to make the delivery, all the while balancing two large pies.
Amtrak later apologized for the delay but with the stern
admonition that it was “extremely dangerous™ for the delivery man
to trespass on the railroad (High Green).

CSX

How tomorrow moves
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NORFOLK SOUTHERN'
One line, infinite possibilities.

CSX continues to be in the financial news. At their
annual meeting on June 5 C8X shareholders overwhelmingly
approved a non-binding resolution to reimburse CEQ E. Hunter
Harrison and his hedge-fund partner, Mantle Ridge. for the $84
million in salary and benefits that he forfeited by leaving the CEQ
positien at CANADIAN PACIFIC five months beforc the end of
his contract. Harrison said that he would resign from CSX if his
request was not approved. The company’s board then rubber-
stamped the payment. Under his “precision railroading™ strategy,
CSX has substantially cut operating costs over the past few months
(see June Cinders and previous issues), and the price of CSX
common stock has increased more than 40 percent since January
when Harrison first announced that he intended to take over
management of the railroad.................. CSX is planning to
relocate all of its approximately 355 dispatcher positions from nine
field offices to a central office in Jacksonville. It was ten years ago
that CSX moved the dispatcher jobs out of Jacksonville to the nine
division offices.

In June there were two accidents on CSX involving
trespassers in the Delaware Valley area. On Wednesday afternoon.,
June 7, an 11-year-old girl was hanging out with friends along the
tracks near 56" Street & Grays Ferry Avenuc, when she began
throwing rocks at a slow-moving train and then reached out to
touch it. She losl her footing and was dragged under the train.
severing her right leg and part of her left leg. She was taken to the
hospital in critical condition. Ten days later, in the early morning
of Saturday. June 17, eastbound train Q190 struck and killed a
male trespasser on the Delaware River bridge. The last SEPTA

o]

train on the line, #398, was terminated at Yardley.

NJ TRANSIT has adopted a $3.6-billion budget for Fiscal
Year 2018 which started July 1. The budget allocates $2.22 billion
for operations and $1.38 billion for the FY 2018 capital program.
Almost half of the money to support this budget will come from

{Continued on Page 7)
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passenger revenues with the balance received from State and
Federal subsidies, plus $115 million in commercial revenues.
About 61 percent of the operating budget is dedicated to labor and
fringe benefit costs. Some 50 percent of the capital budget is paid
from the State’s Transportation Trust Fund, with 47 perceni from
the Federal Transit and Federal Highway Administrations.
Executive Director Steven I1. Santoro said that the budget is
“balanced” and will “maximize efficiencies and maintain a safe
transportation system...” (Railway 4ge).

{Continued [rom Page 6)

NIT operations got a $140-million shot in the arm last
March, out of a total $400-million supplemental appropriation for
infrastructure in Fiscal Year 2017 approved by the State
Legislature.  This was funded from the 23-cents-per-gallon
increase in the gas tax approved by volers in 2016. Previously,
New Jersey had onc of the lowest gas taxes inthe U.S................
The 'RA has awarded $10 million to help NJT implement Phase 3
of its Positive Train Control (PTC) system. This phase will see
PTC equipment installed on a total of 440 locomotives, cab cars
and electric units. Unlike SEPTA, which already has complcted its
PTC installation, NJT is facing a Federal deadline of December
2018 todo so (Trains)...oooeeieeviain... NIT had to suspend service
on the Atlantic City Line south of Egg Harbor for several hours on
the morning of Monday, June 26, after (rain #4612 struck and
killed a trespasser near Absecon.

CONRAIL and the City of Philadelphia reached an
agreement in June regarding cleanup of the infamous—and
nationally-known—heroin _encampment along  the Richmond
industrial track in Kensington (see June Cinders). For at least two
decades the half~mile-long railroad cut along Gurney Street has
been littered with thousands of needles and other drug
paraphemalia and populated by scores of junkies openly injecting
heroin. Under the agreement the railroad will clean up the mess
on its property, while the city will assign more police to the area.
Broken pieces of concrete and rocks will fill the cut to discourage
future habitation and reinforced fencing will be installed around
the entire area. The city will be responsible for additional outreach
to the denizens of the encampment who undoubtedly will try to
relocate clsewhere.

READING & NORTHERN has announced that it will
begin its fall foliape excursion program on October 1. running
from the new Ouler Station in Reading to Jim Thorpe and retum.
Both diesel and steam-powered trains will be scheduled. R&N
recently acquired two veteran EMD F7 locomotives from the
SOUTHERN RAILROAD OF NEW JERSEY. as well as an ex-
New Haven RDC-1.  CEO Andrew Muller said that the
locomotives will be restored to operating condition for inspection
train service. Both units were built for the BESSEMER & LAKE
ERIE in 1953, one currently painted in Ontario & Western colors
while the other is dressed in a red, while and black scheme.
Neither one has run for several years (Trains).

The Delaware River Port Authority plans to spend

signals in PATCO’s Lindenwold yard. An FTA grant will cover
$20 million of the cost to rebuild the deteriorated complex, which

is home to the line’s 120-car fleet and its carshop. This will be the
first full rebuilding of the yard since it went into service in 1969
(Camden Courier-Post)...........ccc...... An EAST PENN frcight
train derailed three refrigerated cars in Sellersville on Tuesday.
June 20. The 23-car train headed to Quakertown also included 17
cars containing propance but they did not derail.....................
One of the last hand-operated railroad drawbridges in the country
appears to have been permanently closed to traffic. Built in 1916
by a Pennsylvania Railroad subsidiary to span the Lewes &
Rehoboth Canal, it is located on the present DELAWARE COAST
LINE RAJLROAD at Lewes, DE, and has been a feature of past
NRHS-sponsored excursions (Trains).

Rail Historian William L. Withuhn
Dies in California At Age 75

Legendary Rail Historian and Preservationist William
L. Withuhn passed away on June 29, 2017 at his home in Burson,
California, at the age of 73, [ollowing a long illness.

According to a lengthy obituary on Trains Magazine's
Newswire, Bill was a “historian, museum professional, journalist,
author, shortline cxecutive, preservationist and engineering
consultant without precedent.” His crowning achievement.
perhaps was his nearly 30-year career at the Smithsonian
Institution’s Museum of American History, where he was curator
of transportation.

A native of Portland, OR, Withuhn grew up mostly
around Modesto, CA, where he fell under the influences of the
trains of the Santa I'c and Southern Pacific Railroads, especially
the Espee’s streamlined Daylight 4-8-4’s. He also developed a
love of cars and aviation, the latter leading to a stint in the Air
Force, serving in Vietnam, Europe and Antarctica. He rose to the
rank of major and his awards included two Distinguished Flying
Crosses.

In 1966, he earned certification as a locomotive
engineer.  His qualification card. issued by a Pennsylvania
Railroad examiner, was something he treasured for the reminder of
his life. He could be found operating steam locomotives al
Steamtown in Scranton, among other locations.

Bill served as a consultant for the B&O Railroad
Museum, the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, the California
State Railroad Museum and the Steamtown National Historic Site
in Scranton. Chapter President Larry Eastwood, who was a
founding director of RailCamp from 1998 to 2003. based at the
University of Scranton and Steamtown, recalls with admiration
Withuhn's unwavering and full-fledged support for RailCamp.
which continues today, 20 years later, under the auspices of
Amtrak, the Strasburg Rail Road and the University of Delaware.

A memorial service was held July 2 in Murphys, CA.
He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Gail, and two sons, Hareld
and Tom. His ashes were to be interred in the Columbarium at
Arlington National Cemetery. In a lengthy profile in the
November, 2009 issue of Trains, writer Peter A. Hansen caught
the essence of Withuhn's astonishingly wide-ranging, action-
oricnted career. “I'm not very good at just watching stuff.” Bill
told Hanson. “I want to do”. Each of us who intensely loves this
hobby has benefitted in some way from Bill Withuhn’s legacy.



July, 2017

CINDERS

Friday. August 11 through
Sundav, August 13, 2017: Railfest
Hamburg 2017, celebrating the 50"
anniversary of Reading Alco C630 #5308
and GE U30C #6300, sponsored by Reading
Railroad Technical & Historical Society.
Some details appear on this page: complete
information may be found or by visiting the
RCT&HS website,

Friday, August 18: Annual Bill Wagner Summer
Dinner at Freddie’s Restaurant, 12 Railroad Avenue, Ewing (West
Trenton), NJ. Cocktail hour 5 PM, Dinner at 6 PM. Complete
reservation information, menu and price on Page 2 this issue.

Sunday, August 27: 42" Annual Train Meet, “The
Allenwood Show™, sponsored by Central Pennsylvania Chapter,
NRHS at the Warrior Run Fire Department Social Hall, Second
Sireet, Allenwood, PA (just off PA Route 153), 9:00 AM to 2:00
PM. Admission: $3.00 per person, children under 12 I'ree. Model
trains and supplies, plus railroadiana. Food on the premises.

Thursday, September 14: Regular monthly meeting
of Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regional
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elking Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program will be a PowerPoint
created by former Chapter Member Bill Volkmer for the
Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Sociely annual
meeting in Lewistown, PA on May 19-20, 2017. Pennsy’s Road
to Dieselization — Trail and Error will depict virtually each type
of PRR diesel and the purpose for which it was obtained. Mark the
date on your calendar now — Please remember that our meeting is
on the SECOND THURSDAY in September!!!!

Thursday, October 19, 2017: Regular monthly
meeting of Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park
Regional Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room). 7879
Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program
subjcct not vet determined.

Through November: Recading Railroad Heritage
Museum, 500 S. Third Street, Hamburg, PA has new exhibit; “Bee
Line Service on the Reading” The exhibit showcases the RDG’s
attempt Lo compete with trucks for short-haul business. Models,
photos and archives tell the story. An exhibit on diesel locomotive
technology and a showcase of Reading diesels is included.
Museum is open Saturdays 10 AM to 4 PM, and Sunday Noon to 4
PM. Regular admission charges apply. For info. telephone 610-
562-5513 or visit website: www readingrailroad.org.

Important Phone Numbers

CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
should be used to report suspicious sightings, emergencies or
other conditions affecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc.

AMTRAK 800-331-0008
CcsX 800-232-0144
CONRAIL Shared Assets 800-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT (NJ only) 800-242-0236

NORFOLK SOUTHERN 800-453-2530
PATCO Transit 856-963-7995
SEPTA 215-580-8111

RCTGHS Hamburg Railfest
2017 Final Details Announced

The Reading Company Technical & Historical Society
has issued the detailed itinerary of events taking place at their
“Hamburg Railfest 20177, which will take place from Iriday.
August 11 through Sunday, August 13, 2017. Space limitations in
this issue will not allow us to provide complete details.

On Friday, August 11, a trip on the Allentown &
Auburn Railroad will take place. The cost is $20.00. and aitendees
should be at the A&A station in Kutztown before 6:40 PM.

On Saturday, August 12, a full-day of events will take
place at the Reading Railroad Heritage Museum, 500 South Third
Street in Hamburg, from 9 AM to 5 PM, with various events and
levels of pricing. An optional excursion using the R&N’s EMD
GP30’s in a Reading Company paint scheme will operate from
Port Clinton to New Ringgold on the former Reading Little
Schuylkill Branch.

Saturday evening at 6 PM, a Railfest Banguet will take
place at Hamburg High School at 6 PM ($35 per person). Classic
Trains Editor Robert McGonigal (Philadelphia Chapter member),
will be the featured speaker.

On Sunday, August 13, another full day of activities at
the Reading Railroad Heritage Museum is scheduled, again with
varying levels of admission fces. A highlight will be an excursion
on the Reading & Northern Railroad ($47) featuring the R&N's
EMD GP30’s in a Reading Company paint scheme.

For a complete summary of events. including prices.
visit the RCT&HS website at o ewdinotgiivoad ore, or
telephone 1-800-838-3006, extension 1 or 2.

There are limited motel accommodations nearby the
Reading Railroad Heritage Museum in Iamburg, and members
may wish to check room availability for the weekend.

Reading & Northern Sets Series of
Autumn Excursions, Steam & Diesel

The Reading & Northern has set an ambitious schedule
of fall foliage excursions, the first in its history. These trips are in
addition to the Budd RDC summer trips announced in April and
May Cinders.

On October 1. 21-22 and 28-29. diesel powered trips
will operate from the R&N “Reading Quter Station™ to Jim Thorpe
and return. On October 7-8 and 15, the trips to Jim Thorpe will be
headed by 4-6-2 #425, and on Saturday. October 14, a special
“Railfan Steam Special” will run, with coaches and open pondola
car (extra charge).

The Reading & Northern’s new “Reading Outer
Station” is located on PA Route 61 (North 5™ Sireet) at Bellevue
Avenue in North Reading.

Due to space limitations in this issue of Cinders, [ull
details cannot be provided. For complete information and ticket



