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Meeting Notice

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2017

SEPTA Elkins Park Regional Rail Station, Elkins Central
Meeting Venue, 7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027,
See Page 8 of our May issue for complete details on the meeting
location and amenities for our new location, as well as
transportation schedules, which have not changed from our last
meeting. DANGER! DO NOT ATTEMPT TO ACCESS OUR
MEETING ROOM FROM THE DOOR ON THE INBOUND
PLATFORM TO PHILADELPHIA! YOU WILL TRIGGER
POLICE & FIRE ALARMS! WALK AROQUND TO THE
SPRING AVENUE ENTRANCE TO THE BUILDING.

MEETING START TIME: 7:00 PM

Qur Thursday, June 15 program will feature Chapter Member
Frank Tatnall with a slide program entitled 4 Century Under
Wire, celebrating the Pennsylvania Railroad’s electrification on the
Main Line between Broad Street Station in Philadelphia and Paoli.
Frank spent a 38-year carcer on the Pennsy, Penn Central and
Conrail, painstakingly recording on film the many changes over
these years.

The Chapter will be looking for meeting programs for our 2017-
2018 meeting year, which is expected to commence on Thursday,
September 14, 2017 (second Thursday so as to avoid conflict with
Rosh Hashanah, which begins at sundown on Wednesday,
September 20). We can accommodate PowerPoint or slide
programs, but must know in advance from presenters which format
the program will be. Have a good summer!!

Chapter Sets Tentative
2017-2018 Meeting Dates

Philadelphia Chapter has issued the first cut on Chapter
meeting dates for the 2017-2018 meeting year, which is expected
to commence on Thursday, September 14, 2017, and end on
Thursday, June 21, 2018. These Thursday dates are based upon
the availability of our meeting room at Elkins Central in SEPTA’s
Elkins Park station, subject to the approval of the Cheltenham
Center for the Arts. The tentative dates are:

Thursday, Seplember 14, 2017 (scheduled for the
second Thursday to avoid conflict with Rosh Hashanah)

Thursday, October 19
Thursday, November 16

Thursday, December 14 (scheduled for the second
Thursday to avoid conflict with the Christmas holidays)

Thursday, January 18,2018
Thursday, February 15, 2018
Thursday, March 15, 2018
Thursday, April 19, 2018
Thursday, May 17, 2018
Thursday, June 21, 2018

The meeting dates are subject to review and approval of
the Chapter’s Board of Directors at the Summer, 2017 mecting on
Wednesday, July 12, 2017 (see Meeting Notice on Page 2).

PROGRAM NEEDS UPDATED!

As we approach Summer, 2017, Philadelphia Chapter is
scheduling presenters with interesting programs for our
members. We need programs beginning in September, 2017
through June, 2018. Please contact President Larry Eastwood
(ayrestowerfeomeast.net) or Program Director Harry Garforth

2). PowerPoint programs are preferred but we have the
capability to accommodate 35mm slide programs with advance
notice — The Chapler, in any case, will be required to provide
projection equipment.
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2017 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: Effective September 1, 2016, $20.00
per person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter dues through December 31,
2017. (NRHS National membership dues for 2017 are $50.00, billed directly by
NRHS). NRHS chapters bill their members separately for Chapter dues, which
is done annually in October. The donation requests for Philadelphia Railfriends
are mailed during Octeber via separate mailing from Cinders. Anyone
imerested in becoming a member of Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS should
forward remittance in the amount of $20.00 to Post Office Box 7302,
Philadeiphia, PA 19101-7302. Please be sure to include name. valid mailing
address, telephone number and E-mail address, as applicable. Remittance should
be made payable to Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS.

ADDRESS CHANGES should be sent to the Edilor al Post Office Box 353,
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. "PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NEW
TELEPHONE NUMBER and ANY E-MAIL ADDRESS 50 our records are
complete.

Cinders is published 11 times a year by Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Inc.
Correspondence regarding Cinders should be directed to the Editor at P.O. Box
353, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. EXCHANGE newsletters should

be sent to: R. L. Eastwood, Ir., Editor, P. O. Box 353, Huntingdon Valicy, PA
19006-0353, or by clectronic mail Lo ayrestower(@comecast.net.

If your Cinders Arrives in Bad Condition

If your Cinders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769 or
ayrestowerfcomeast.net and a replacement copy will
promptly be sent to you. The incidence of damage has been
greatly reduced through the use of envelopes for mailing each

issue, although there is an additional cost involved,

[ PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, NRHS
Board of Directors Meeting
Summer, 2017

Wednesday, July 12, 2017
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Amtrak 30 Street Station
(Gather at 6:45 PM at the World War Il Statue
on the 29¢ Sireet side of the Statlon)

2017 Annual Summer Dinner
On August 18 Not Yet Final

As reported in Cinders last month, the Chapter’s Board
of Directors has unanimously agreed to return to the West Trenton,
NJ venue for the annual Bill Wagner Summer Dinner. The date
chosen is Friday evening, August 19, 2017, and we will once again
hold the event at Freddie’s Restaurant, which is located
approximately two blocks from SEPTA’s West Trenton Regional
Rail station. For those who may wish to drive, Freddie’s is located
at 12 Railroad Avenue in Ewing, NJ (West Trenton), immediately
adjacent to the former Reading “Trent” tower.

For those riding SEPTA, West Trenton Local #2372
leaves 30™ Street at 4:22 PM, arriving West Trenton at 5:38, and
West Trenton Express #6374 leaves 30" Street at 4:37 PM,
arriving West Trenton at 5:56. Members should nole that #6374
expresses from Temple University to Bethayres; those living
between those two stations will need fo ride #2372. Retumn trains
to Philadelphia leave West Trenton at 8:08 PM (#387) and 8:57
PM (#389), arriving at Jefferson at 9:11 and 10:00 PM,
respectively.

Cocktail hour at the bar will begin at 5:00 PM, and we
will sit down to dinner at 6:00 PM. All beverages will be on
individual settlement. The menu is expected to be mixed salad,
Penne Alfredo, entrée choices of broiled tilapia or chicken
parmigiana. The vegetables will be roasted red potatoes with
choice of steamed broccoli or string beans. Dessert will most
likely be New York-style cheesecake or ice cream.

The full menu and ordering instructions, together with
price, will be in the July issue of Cinders, which will be mailed
toward the middle to the end of July. Mark the date now on your
calendar and join your fellow members this year.

important Phone Numbers

CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
should be used to report suspicious sightings, cmergencies or
other conditions affecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc.

AMTRAK 300-331-0008
C8X B00-232-0144
CONRAIL Shared Assets 800-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT (N.J only) 800-242-0236
NORFOLK SOUTHERN 300-453-2530
PATCO Transit 856-963-7995
SEPTA 215-580-8111

Cinders Summer 2017 Schedule

As is our tradition, the staff of Cinders will take its
usual summer break, publishing one issue over the July-August
perioed in 2017. It is expected that our Summer issue, bearing a
July date, will be mailed somewhere between July 21 and 26, so
that members will have time to make their reservations for the
August 18 Bill Wagner Summer Dinner in West Trenton, NJ. The
September issue will be mailed on September 5, in time to remind
members of our early September 14 meeting.
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FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.

SEPTA TRANSIT

The MUNI syslem in San Francisco has unveiled a ex-
Philadelphia PCC trolley decked out in the old “Philly cream
cheese” silver and cream paint scheme. Now numbered 1060 on
MUNI, the car was originally #2715 when purchased by PTC from
St. Louis Car Company in 1947. It was one of 20 PC(C’s sold to
MUNI by SEPTA in 1992, Most have been restored to operating
condition by Brookville Equipment Company in Pennsylvania and
repainted in the liveries of transit systems which formerly ran PCC
cars. MUNI is widely known for its huge fleet of historic
streetcars which are in daily operation on Market Street and the
famous F line to Fisherman’s Wharf (fnside Track).

SEPTA has been running several ad compaigns in
recent weeks. including the often-heard “SEPTA is how we roll”
radio spots. But Jast month the focus of the ads turned to safety,
especially in the ongoing “Respect the Train” campaign which
warns against trespassing on railroad fracks. SEPTA held its fifth
annual Community Safety Day on Wednesday, May 17. when 333
employees fanned out to 87 rail, trolley and bus stations, loops and
transportation centers throughout its service area to distribute
information and answer questions about the need for safe practices
around lracks, stations and grade crossings. SEPTA contacted the
AIM Academy in Conshohocken to ask its young students to
produce colorful posters illustrating train safety, and a video was
distributed of their work. Already this year six trespassers have
been killed by SEPTA trains, but there have been no fatalities in
grade crossing accidents.

President Trump’s proposed Federal budget for Fiscal
Year 2018 would cut the funding for the Department of
Transportation by 12.7 percent, to $16.2 billion. This is due
mainly to reductions in funding for AMTRAK. The Federal
Transit Administration would get $11.2 billion, down five-percent,
as the New Starts program is climinated along with the popular
Transportation Investment Generating FEconomic Recovery
(“TIGER”) capital grant program. SEPTA and the city in the past
few years have been successful in securing a number of TIGER
grants..................... The SEPTA board at its May 25 meeting
approved the proposed operating and capital budgets for Fiscal
Year 2018 beginuning this July 1 (see May Cinders). Public

hearings were held last month on both budgets, with the most
controversy generated by the proposed across-the-board fare
increase. This will be SEPTA’s first fare hike in four years.

SEPTA reports that there are 124,000 of its new Key
fare cards in circulation, and in April it lopged about 650.000
weekly trips with Key cards. The old “lepacy” weekly and
monthly TransPasses are no longer for sale, as of June 1. A date
for elimination of tokens has not yet been set, but probably will be
some time in early fall .................... The “Quick-Trip™ tickets
introduced last fall on the Broad Street and Market-Frankford
Lines have proven to be quite popular. The magnetic-stripe tickets
are good only fora single ride................... Express bus service
between the Frankford Transportation Center and Neshaminy Mall
via Roosevelt Blvd. is expected to begin this fall. To be known as
“Boulevard Direct,” the service will have only a few intermediate
stops and will use ten specially-painted buses....................s A
17-year-old girl was critically injured about 6:35 AM on Tuesday,
May 23, when she apparently fell off the platform at the Ellsworth-
Federal station and was struck by a northbound Broad Street
subway train.

SEPTA
REGIONAL
RAIL

rogress toward eliminating the
years-long shortage of engineers on Regional Rail. As of the end
of April the ranks of engineers in service finally topped 200, with
the ultimate goal of 213 to be reached by February of next year.
Several training programs are ongoing at this time. The all-too-
frequent train annulments over the past few years have often been
blamed on crew shortages, which were exacerbated by the loss of
the Silverliner V fleet last summer............cocoan. SEPTA plans to
install forged equalizer beams on the trucks of all 120 Silverliner V
cars. Plate beams were the quickest remedy available to get some
of the cars back in service after the entire fleet was sidelined due to
the discovery of cracked beams on several cars. New plate beams
were installed on 87 cars, with the more sturdy forged beams on
the last 33 cars. Over the next few months the 87 cars will be r2-
equipped with the forged beams.

SEPTA is makin

(Continued on Page 4)
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It looks like the long-planned ground-level connection
to the Cynwyd ling finally will be ready this month. SEPTA plans
to bus the line on Friday, June 2, and all the following week, to
allow track and wire work to be completed along a quarter-mile
segment of an old Pennsy freight line west of 52™ Street.
Construction of the track has been proceeding in fits and starts
over the past two years. Its completion will allow AMTRAK 1o
abandon the long through-truss bridge, which for decades has been
used only by outbound trains to Cynwyd, and before that to
Manayunk............. voo...Wiliam Lawson has been named
director of rail service planning, with responsibility for all
scheduling on the Regional Rail system. He comes to SEPTA
from NJ TRANSIT.

(Continued from Page 3)

SEPTA has begun its task of extending the Key fare
collection system to Regional Rail. All center city stations will be
gated and fenced, with construction starting at the University City
station. A total of 727 fare validators will be installed at outlying
1 Fz1170) - OUOR SEPTA expects to receive the first of its
15 new ACS-64 electric locomotives from Siemens in March of
2018, with deliveries to be completed by November of that

b2 SO SEPTA also expects delivery of a rebuilt low-
emission diesel switcher from Knoxville Locomotive Works, to be
numbered 80..............oll The SEPTA board has approved a

plan to place solar panels on the roofs of four of its major
buildings, both to assure the supply of clectric power at a
reasonable cost and to advance SEPTA’s sustainability goals.
SunVest Solar, Inc. will install and own the solar systems at the
Berridge shop in North Philadelphia, the Callowhill facility in
West Philadelphia, the Fern Rock shop on the Broad Street Line
and the Roberts rail shop at Wayne Junction.

AMTRAK has begun replacing some of its track
between Wilmington and Clavmeont, DE. This means that riders on
SEPTA’s Wilmington-Newark trains will experience delays on
weekdays through June 30. Train #1295 to Newark will not
operate and certain other trains will have schedule changes. On
weekends through July 2 DART buses will replace train service
between Claymont and Wilmington....................... SEPTA has
installed fare kiosks at the Airport which will allow passengers to
use credit cards to buy single-ride “Quick-Trip” tickets to center
city or to other Regional Rail stations. These are magnetic stripe
tickets and do not require use of the new electronic Key Cards
...................... The former Reading station at Souderion has
been refurbished thanks to a grant obtained by the Borough of
Souderton. A local restaurant has applied for a liquor license for a
future eatery to be opened in the station (Dale Woodland).

On May 1 SEPTA completed its program to have all
trains operating under Positive Train Control (PTC). On that date
it activated equipment on its MU cars and locomotives to link them
with AMTRAK’s PTC network, known as the Advanced Civil
Speed Enforcement System (ACSES). Now all SEPTA passenger
trains on the Northeast Corridor and the Harrisburg line are
governed by the most advanced train safety technology in America
.................... SEPTA has a program to lengthen the platforms at
several stations to accommodate longer trains. These stations
include Bethayres, Hatboro and the new station at Levitiown.

Paoli-Thorndale line passengers had a couple of bad
days in late April. First there was a catenary power outage on two
tracks along AMTRAK’s Harrisburg line from Bryn Mawr to
Frazer at 2:45 PM on Friday the 28™. Twelve SEPTA trains were
delayed until power was restored at 3:55. Then at 5:18 PM train
#551 shot the line at Paoli, forcing Amirak to suspend all service
beyond Bryn Mawr station and stranding five SEPTA trains.
Service was resumed at 6:50 PM. All of this occurred on a heavy
fravel day with the NFL Draft festivities and Penn Relays in town.
Two days later, on Sunday the 30", a fallen tree knocked out
power on all four tracks near Daylesford station around 4:30 AM.
SEPTA service had to be suspended and Amtrak’s Keystone trains
incurred serious delays. Inbound track #1 was rcopened at 6:25
and #2 at 8:25 with a speed restriction. Westbound Amtrak trains
had to be given Form D permission to operate on #2, and train #43
to Pittsburgh used the eastbound platform at Paocli. Track #4 was
restored to service at 4 PM and SEPTA was able to make all
eastbound stops but only limited stops westbound, About 6:50 PM
additional damage was discovered on #4 so westbound trains had
to use eastbound #2 track from Overbrook to Paoli. The #4 track
was returned to service at 7:20.

Wednesday., May 17, was another “bad wire day” on
Regional Rail. Around 7:10 AM a pantograph on train #3707
apparently snagged the catenary at “Jenk South” interlocking in
Jenkintown. This caused a huge cascade of delays and annulments
affecting more than 50 trains, as single-tracking was in effect
between Jenkintown and Fern Rock. Normal service was restored
just after noon. Making matters worse were the imposition of
reduced speed orders throughout the system due to the 90-degree-
plus temperatures, and switch failures that afternoon at three
interlockings: “Walnut” near University City, “Hunt” in North
Philadelphia and “Carmel” at Glenside.  Another persistent
problem over the past several months has been grade crossing
protection, with gates stuck in the down position at numerous
locations. It is hoped that warmer weather will reduce these
oCeurrences.

Two more trespassers were killed last month in the
Philadelphia area. A 20-year-old man was struck by West Trenton
train #6309 on Monday afternoon, May 1, as he was walking along
the tracks just north of Noble station and texting on his
smartphone. Normal service was restored about 2-1/2 hours later.
Then, at 5:15 AM on Monday the 15" a female trespasser was hit
by train #501 on the Doylestown Line south of Colmar station. A
bus picked up the 22 passengers on 501 and carried them to
Lansdale station, but there were several other train delays until the
line was reopened at 8:40 AM. This was the 7" trespasser death in
the Philadelphia area so far in 2017.

») NORTHEAST"
#29 ecionar AMTRAK

The engineer of the ill-fated train #188. which crashed
at Frankford Junction in May 2015 killing eight and injuring more
than 200, has been charged with involuntary manslaughter and
reckless endangerment. As the two-year statute of limitations on
reckless endangerment was about to expire on Friday, May 12, the
attorney general of Pennsylvania filed criminal charges against the
engineer, 34-year-old Brandon Bostian. In a rare twist, after the

(Continued on Page 3)
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Philadelphia district attorney’s office announced that it did not
have sufficient evidence to charge Bostian, the family of a
deceased passenger filed an appeal in Philadelphia Municipal
Court, where a judge quickly ordered the DA to file the charges.
That office demurred due to a possible “conflict of interest,” but
referred the case to Attorney General Josh Shapiro who did file the
charges just ahead of the legal deadline. Bostian, recently living in
Somerville, MA, later surrendered to Philadelphia police and faces
a further hearing on June 7. The National Transportation Safety
Board investigation of the accident found that Bostian had no
traces of drugs or alcohoel in his blood and was not using his cell
phone when he accelerated his train to 106 mph as he approached
the Frankford curve, but he could have been distracted by radio
chatter from a nearby SEPTA engineer reporting that his train was
hit by rocks thrown by vandals.

AMTRAK continues to wrestle with the huge problem
of rebuilding the track structure at Penn Station in New York (see
May Cinders). Many cuts in service and other disruptions are
expected throughout the summer as the emergency situation is
addressed. Amtrak has announced that the work will require 44
days which will seriously inconvenicnce the 600,000 daily
passengers who pass through the station. Up to five of the
station’s 21 tracks will be closed at any one time as the project
goes forward, from July 7 to 25 and August 4 to 28, reducing
capacity in the station by as much as 25 percent. NJ TRANSIT
riders will be the most scriously affected, as the number of trains
into and out of Penn Station will be reduced and some diverted to
Hoboken Terminal. Reportedly, Amtrak will reroute all of its
Empire Service trains to their old home at Grand Central Terminal
during the construction oulages. One possible benefit of this crisis
may be an increasc in awareness in Washington, Trenton and
Albany to the pressing need for expanding Penn Station, as well as
drilling the proposed Galeway tunnels under the Hudson River to
relieve pressure on the endangered 117-year-old ex-Pennsy tunnels
which are overstressed with existing Amtrak and NJT traffic.

AMTRAK would suffer a 45-percent cut in funding
under President Trump’s proposed $1.4-trillion Federal budget for
Fiscal Year 2018, as submitied to Congress last month, In the
current fiscal year Amtrak is receiving $1.4 billion while the new
budget allots only $744 million to the railroad. Among other
things, this is based on the assumption that all long-distance
services will be eliminated, freeing management to concentrate on
improving Northeast Corridor and state-supported services. But
one Republican Senator described the budget proposal as “dead on
arrival,” and it undoubtedly will undergo many changes before
final passage.

The special Northeast Corridor Commission on May 3
submitted two reports to Congress detailing short and long-term
funding needs for the Northeast Corridor. Capital investments of
some $38 billion are needed to fully modemize the NEC for its
future role in the heavily-populated region between Boston, New
York and Washington (Railway Age)..................... One of the
foremen in charge of the track gang working at Chester in April of
2016 has been fired by AMTRAK, after he was adjudged negligent

in not keeping a track foul in place before train #89 Palmetto
collided with a backhoe on the #3 track. Two employces on the
backhoe were killed..................... A computer software
malfunction caused the signal system to fail on the Northeast
Corridor between Cornwells Heights and Wilmington on the
morning of Wednesday, May 24. The system was restored within
50 minutes, but not before numerous AMTRAK and SEPTA traing
were delayed.

CSX

oo | CSX, NS
®®  OTHER

W& ROADS

NORFOLK SOUTHERN®
One fine, infinite possibilities.

New CSX CEO E. Hunter Harrison is leaving an
indelible impression on what some have considered to be a rather
conservative organization. He has closed seven of the 12 hump
operations on the railroad, including the one at the huge ex-
CONRAIIL Selkirk yard near Albany, NY, converting them into
flat switching facilities. Merchandise traffic is down significantly
over the past few years, so that most of the humps no longer
classify at least 1,400 cars a day which is Harrison’s baseline for a
hump yard to be profitable. In implementing his trademark
“precision railroading” strategy, CSX says that it is running 15
percent fewer (but longer) trains, cutting dwell time in yards by 11
percent and improving on-time performance by 52 percent. CSX
has stored some 550 locomotives because of the railroad’s
increased efficiency. All of this obviously should result in a big
improvement in the operating ratio. The 72-year-old Harrison is
demanding that CSX shareholders approve an $84-million
payment to him at the company’s annual meeting on June 5 to
reimburse him for benefits he lost by leaving his job as CEO of
CANADIAN PACIFIC. If they refuse, he threatens to resign.
Rival NORFOLK SOUTHERN is said to be closely watching
developments at CSX, but NS continues to be focused on
executing its own plan to cut costs, raise rates and increase its
market share (7rains).

The last and final Ringling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey
circus train passed through Philadelphia on CSX during the
afternoon of Wednesday, May 24, enroute to its Florida base. No
performers were on board the 58-car train, made up of both Blue
and Red Unit cars. which was deadheading from Uniondale, NY,
after the show’s farewell performance on Sunday the 21%. The
train was held for a time at East Side yard but departed around
2:45 PM as CSX train P923, with locomotives 3159 and 726 in the
lead. Feld Entertainment, which owns the 140-year-old circus.
announced last winter that it was folding the tent forever because
of falling attendance and increasing costs (see February Cinders).

CONRAIL has been named Railway 4ge Magazine’s

Regional Railroad of the Year. “Little Conrail” is now a terminal
railroad in North and South Jersey, Philadelphia and the Detroit
area for its joint owners, CSX and NORFOLK SOUTHERN
.................. The STRASBURG RAIL ROAD is restoring the

(Continued on Page 6)
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historic ex-Pennsy “I” tower at Strasburg, which had fallen into
some disrepair................ Work has begun on the first segment of
Philadelphia’s Reading Viaduct Park north of Callowhill Street
(see July 2016 Cinders). Spearheaded by the volunteer group
Friends of the Rail Park and funded through a $3.5-million State
grant as well as private contributions, the linear park will
eventually extend for three miles along the right-of-way of the old
Reading City branch plus a segment of the elevated mainline
viaduct to Spring Garden Street. The project has acquired former
Reading dining car #1186, vacant since 2012, which sits on an
abandoned track at Broad Street. It will be refurbished to become
the park’s welcome center.

Chapter Sets Book Sale(s)
(Many FREEBIES, too!)

Philadelphia Chapter has a very Jarge gathering of hard-
cover books, in varying states of condition, in our storage site in
Willow Grove. Some of these are low-value books, and will be
given away at Chapter meetings. A couple of cartons were
available for members at our May 18 meeting, and we expect to
have some more available, FREE of charge, at the June 15
meeting.

At our May 18 meeting, we had a selection of books for
sale which are “higher-end” books. They have been priced at
about 50 percent of list price, are generally in excellent condition,
and will be available at our June 15 meeting, together with some
newer titles (bring your checkbook).

A third sclection of hard-cover books has been donated
to Philadelphia Chapter, and these are also available (o members.
Most of these books are in near-mint or excellent condition, and
are offered on a first-come, first-served basis, by phone or E-mail
reservation.

Members may reserve one or more of these books,
which will generally be priced at about one-half of the list sale
price, although some vintage books will be priced accordingly. To
determine availability of a particular title and/or to reserve one,
please contact Chapter President/Editor Larry Eastwood at 215-
947-5769 or by E-mail to ayrestower(@comeast.net. Arrangements
for delivery will be made when you reserve. If the Chapter will
need to mail the book to you, there will be a $5.00 charge per book
for packing and mailing. Titles available during June are:

The Electric Railways of Northeastern Ohio, published by
Central Electric Railfans’ Association, 1965, 224 pages, original
list price $10.00, cover somewhat soiled. SALE PRICE: $10.00
Steel Rails Across America, by Gary W. Dolzall and Mike
Danneman, published by Kalmbach Books, 1989, 206 pages. full
color, original list price $44.95, near mint — autographed!!

SALE PRICE: $25.04.

Tehachapi (Southern Pacific — Santa Fe) by John R. Signor,
Golden West Books, Third Printing (1986), 272 pages, black-and-
white, fairly good condition. List price: $44.95: SALE PRICE:
$29.00

Milwaukee Road West, by Charles R. & Dorothy M. Wood,
published by Superior Books, 1972, 192 pages, black-and-white,
fairly good condition. List Price $14.95; SALE PRICE: $10.00
Western Maryland in Color, David R. Sweetland, Morning Sun
Books, 1995, 128 pages, autographed, full-color, normal Morning
Sun format. List Price, $49.95, SALE PRICE: $25.00

Erie Lackawanna in Color, Volume 1: The West End, by
Chapter Member Larry DeYoung, 1991, 128 pages, full color
Morning Sun Book. List Price: $45.00, SALE PRICE: $20.00
Erie Lackawanna in Color, Volume 2: New York State, by
Chapter Member Larry DeYoung, 1992, 128 pages, full color
Morning Sun Book. List Price: $45.00, SALE PRICE: $20.00
Erie Lackawanna in Color, Volume 3: The East End, by
Chapter Member Larry DeYoung, 1994, 128 pages, full color
Morning Sun Book. List Price: $49.95, SALE PRICE: $25.00
Eric Railroad in Color, by David R. Sweetland, 1991, 128 pages,
full color (autographed by the author), Morning Sun Books. List
Price: $45.00, SALE PRICE: $25.00 (out-of-print)

Lackawanna Railroad in Color, by David R. Sweetland, 1990,
128 pages, full color, Morning Sun Books, in excellent condition.
List Price: $45.00, SALE PRICE: $25.00 (out-of-print)

Reading Diesels — Volume 1 (The First Generation), Dale W,
Woodland, 168 pages, near-mint, full-color, SALE PRICE:
$30.00

Reading Diesels — Volume 2 (The Second Generation), Dale W,
Woodland, 188 pages, 1995, near-mint condition, full color. SALE
Vermont’s Covered Bridge Road (8t. Johnsbury & Lamoille
County), Edward A. Lewis, black-and-white, 1974, 132 pages.
autographed by Ed Lewis, no dust jacket. SALE PRICE: §25.00
From Bullets to BART, Bulletin #127 of the Central Electric
Railfans’ Association, black-and-white, 1989, 176 pages, excellent
condition, no dust jacket on this book. SALE PRICE: $25.00
CZ: The Story of the California Zephyr, Karl R. Zimmermann,
1872, Starrucca Valley Publications, 104 pages, very good
condition, SALE PRICE: $25.00

The Last Interurbans, Bulletin #136 of the Central Electric
Railfans’ Association, William D. Middleton, 2003, 234 pages,
mostly black-and-white with some color. SALE PRICE: $30.00
Indiana Railroad — The Magic Interurban, Bulletin #128 of the
Central Electric Railfans’ Association, by George K. Bradley.
1991, 224 pages, virtually all black-and-white. SALE PRICE:
$30.00

Monon — The Hoosier Line, by Gary W. Dolzall and Stephen F.
Dolzall, Interurbans Special #107, Autumn 1988, 204 pages, in
excellent condition. List Price: $39.95; SALE PRICE: $25.00

New Haven Color Pictorial, Volume Two - Central
Connecticut and Rhode Island, by David W. Sweetland, Four
Ways West Publications, 2003, 128 pages, full color. Near-mint
condition: List Price: $59.95, SALE PRICE: $25.00

The Lehigh and New England Railroad — A Color Retrospect,
by Douglas E. Lilly, featuring photography by David C.
Augsburger, 1988, 136 pages, full color, in excellent condition.
Believed out-of-print. SALE PRICE: $25.00

TIowa Trolleys, Bulletin #114 of the Central Electric Railfans’
Association, 1975, 304 pages, black-and-white, in very good
condition._SALE PRICE: $25.00

Never on Wednesday — the first decade of the Rio Grande
Zephyr, PT] Publishing, black-and-white, Richard Loveman, Mel
Patrick, 120 pages, 1980, rear title page has spotting on it, no dust
Jjacket, otherwise good condition. SALE PRICE: $20.00

The Western Maryland Railway — Fireballs & Black Diamonds.
Roger Cook and Karl Zimmermann, 1992, 332 pages, black-and-
white, near mint condition, SALE PRICE: $30.00
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Saturday, June 10, 2017:
Union County Industrial Railroad offers
rare-mileage trips over former Reading
trackage from ConAgra plant in Milton, PA
towards New Columbia and return. Trains
mun 11 AM, 1 and 3 PM. Trip runs for
Bicentennial of Milton, PA in conjunction
with North Shore Railroad. Tickets are $10
each and may be bought ONLY at the
Milton Borough Hall, 2 Filbert Street,
Milton, PA during normal business hours
from April 10 through April 28. More info:
www.aniiton2017 com.

Sunday, June 11: Luncheon, train ride and slide show
fundraiser for ex-Lehigh & New England Alco S2 #611 at the
Allentown & Auburn Railroad, Kutztown, PA, 9:00 AM to 3:30
PM. Tickets $35.00, which includes train ride, lunch at the picnic
grove and slide show presentations. Slide presentations include
Dave Augsburger (Lehigh & New England Railroad), Kermit
Geary (Lehigh & New England Railroad). Additional L&NE
photos and information will be on display. L&NE #611 will be
available for viewing. For information, contact Alex Haines,
alcoguvl (aivahoo.com or telephone 570-778-7531.

Tuesday, Jume 13: Regular monthly meeting of
Harrisburg Chapter, NRHS, Hoss’s Restaurant, 743 Wertzville
Road, Enola, PA. Optional dinner at Hoss’s at 5 PM., business
meeting and program start at 7 PM. Program will feature
llustrated talk Call the Wrecker, photos of mishaps, primarily
involving Reading Company trains, using company photographs
made by the RDG’s wreckmaster. This program was shown at
Philadelphia Chapter s November 18, 2016 program and is grear!

THURSDAY, June 15: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, SEPTA Elkins Park Regional Rail
station (“Elkins Central” meeting room). 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program will be Chapter
Member Frank G. Tatnall, with slide program A Century Under
Wire, covering the Pennsylvania Railroad clectrification from
Broad Street Station, Philadelphia, to Paoli.

Tuesday, June 20-Satarday, June 24: “Nashrails”
2017 NRHS National Convention in Nashville, TN. Headquarters
hotel is the Nashville Airport Hotel ($129 per night — reservations
must be made by May 21 — mention NRHS for room rate). Call
615-316-1062 for reservations. For additional convention

Saturday, July 15: Rockhill Trolley Muscum will
hold “PCC & LRV Day 2017". Ride and photograph PCC cars
2743 (ex-SEPTA) and 6 (ex-Newark City Subway) and ex-San
Diego LRV #1019. Tickets will go on sale at 11 AM, first ride
will be at 11:15, rides end at 4:15 PM. Ticket prices are $8 for an
adult and §5 for children, and will be good for rides on all three
cars all day. Trolleys depart approximately every 20 minutes with
car barn tours given throughout the day. For additional
information, contact Rockhill Trolley Museum. 430 Meadow
Street (PA Route 994), Rockhill Furnace, PA 17249-7074.

Friday, August 11 through Sunday, Aungust 13:
Railfest Hamburg 2017, celebrating the 50" anniversary of
Reading Alco C630 #5308 and GE U30C #6300, sponsored by
Reading Railroad Technical & Historical Society. Complete
information will appear in the July issue of Cinders. or by visiting
the RCT&HS website, www.readingrailroad.ore.

Friday, August 18: Annual Bill Wagner Summer
Dinner at Freddie’s Restaurant, 12 Railroad Avenue, Ewing (West
Trenton), NJ. Cocktail hour 5 PM, Dinner at 6 PM. Additional
information on Page 2 this issue, and complete information will be
included in July Cinders.

Sunday., August 27: 42™ Annual Train Meet, “The
Allenwood Show”, spensored by Central Pennsylvania Chapter,
NRHS at the Warrior Run Fire Department Social Hall, Second
Street, Allenwood, PA (just off PA Route 15), 9:00 AM to 2:00
PM. Admission: $3.00 per person, children under 12 Free. Model
trains and supplies, plus railroadiana. Food on the premises.

Through November: Reading Railroad Heritage
Museum, 500 S. Third Street, Hamburg, PA has new exhibit: “Bec
Line Service on the Reading” The exhibit showeases the RDG’s
attempt to compete with trucks for short-haul business. Models,
photos and archives tell the story. An exhibit on diesel locomotive
technology and a showcase of Reading diesels is included.
Museum is open Saturdays 10 AM to 4 PM, and Sunday Noon to 4
PM. Regular admission charges apply. For info, telephone 610-
562-5513 or visit website: www.readingrailroad.org.

Reading, Biue Mountain & Northern
Budd RDC Service Update

“Reading QOuter Station”, that’s what’s new!! (This
article will update what originally appeared in the April issue of
Cinders.) Located at PA Route 61 and Bellevue Avenue in
Muhlenberg Township, is the REBIRTH of passenger service in
the Reading area. In a service that allows people to visit Jim
Thorpe without traffic and parking fees, the Reading. Blue
Mountain & Northern Railroad will operate two-car Budd RDC
round-trips between 3501 Pottsville Pike and Jim Thorpe on the
following dates: June 17, 25, July 1, 9. 15, 23, 29, August 5, 13, 20
and September 2. Each train will depart at 9:00 AM, with a
passenger stop at Port Clinton at 9:30. The Budds will arrive in
Jim Thorpe at 11:10 AM, where passengers will have three-and-a-
half hours to explore Jim Thorpe. The return trips will return to
Port Clinton by 5:30 PM and Reading by 6:00 PM.

Ticket prices are $29.00 per person from Reading,
$27.00 per person from Port Clinton. The RDC’s will have clean
restrooms, open windows and a cash refreshment car. To order
tickets may be ordered by telephone from 610-562-2102, or in
person or by mail from: RBM&N Railroad, Schuylkill Haven
Station, 12 West Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972-1909.
Anyone interested in riding on one of the dates shown above is
advised to call the Railroad fo ascertain ticket availability.

Black River & Western
Rebuilding to Lambertville

Black River & Western Railroad, based in Ringoes, NI,
which operates excursion trains between that point and
Flemington, is undergoing an effort to restore their railroad and re-
establish excursion service between Ringoes and Lambertville.
Member Sheila Dorr rode the train and reports that BR&W has
reopened 2.5 miles of track between Ringoes and a new platform
known as Bowne Station, and will operate trains between the two
points cach Saturday and Sunday. Visit  website
www.lambertvillerail.com for additional information.
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Editor’s Thoughts ~ June, 2017
by R. L. Eastwood, Jr.

Philadelphia Chapter has seen a number of changes during the
Spring of 2017, the mosi notable one among them a change of
meeting venue that has taken the Chapter outside the city limits of
Philadelphia, for perhaps the first time in the §1-year history of our
Chapter. Over the summer, we'll try and compile a list of where
our Chapter has met over eight decades.

The meeting room we are using has worked reasonably well over
the first two months. It’s attractiveness to our organization is that
we are meeting in an active railroad station {SEPTA’s Elkins Park
Regional Rail building). The Cheltenham Center for the Arts took
over a former real estate office in half of the building and has
named it “Elkins Central”. Other than the “distraction™ of a
continuous flow of SEPTA trains past the station, this location has
proved convenient to our members.

Its only drawback was that our longtime tradition of holding
Chapter meetings on a Friday evening, and having changed them
to a Thursday evening, has provided challenges to some of our
members. On the flip side, some attendees who could not be
present on a Friday evening are now able to attend on a Thursday.

How did we come about this location. Actually, it jumped out at
us ervy suddenly, thanks to Chapter Historical Archivist Kenneth
Thomas, a resident of Elkins Park. Ken made the officers aware
that this room was available for rental, but not on Friday night,
which the Elkins Central people need to hold open for potential
local concerts. At this time, they are holding rather strict views on
any long-term commitment any Friday night meetings.

Several members (Marie and I included} have sampled some of the
generally small eating locations nearby the station. Belore the
May meeting, we sampled Alexander’s, a small BYOB restaurant,
and we found the food quality and service excellent. We've also
availed ourselves of the Creekside Co-Op Market, where there is a
whole variety of prepared foods, sandwiches and everything clse,
and they have an eating area. There is also a rather small basement
bakery a block away that has excellent pastry and rolls, and there
are two pizza-type restaurants, all close by the station.

In other areas, the Chapter parlicipalted in the Northeast
Philadelphia 2017 History Fair, held in the Campus Center
Building at Holy Family University on Frankford Avenue above
Grant Avenue in Torresdale. There were 27 exhibitors with tables,
including Philadelphia Chapter. Chapter President/Editor Larry
Eastwood, Senior Vice President Dan Knouse, Harry Garforth and
Eugene Kane were on hand to show the Chapter flag.

The Friends of Northeast Philadelphia History is non-profit group,
with no membership or dues requirement, which meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM at the Pennepack Baptist
Church, 7932 Krewstown Road, Philadelphia, PA 16115,
Excellent programs are provided each month. Members wishing to
placed on the E-mail notification list should send their E-mail
address to nephillyhistory@rumail.com.

When you’re al our meeting each month, please get vour chair
from the cart in the meeting room to save your officers the task of
arranging the room. Please also replace the chairs on the cart at the
end of our meeting. Let’s leave the Elkins Central meeting room
as we’ve received it — it saves work for everyone.

NRHS National Update -
May, 2017

The NRHS held its Spring, 2017 Conference at Claymont, DE
the weekend of March 3I-April 2, 2017. Both National
Representative Peter M. Senin, Jr., and Chapter Membership
Chair Sheila Dorr were in attendance, and they have forwarded
some notes which we share with you. We thank them for taking
fime to attend. Please note that some of the commentary provided
here is that of the Chapter staff.

NRHS held its Spring, 2017 Conference in Claymont,
DE the weekend of March 31-April 2, 2017, Following are notes
taken at those meetings, not necessarily in the order of the meeting.

Membership in the Society continues its downward
spiral, with it being noted that as of the meeting date there were
4,512 NRHS members, a very significant decline from the Spring,
2016 Conference, which was held later in April last year.
President Al Weber, at the Advisory Council Meeting, said that
NRHS was 400 members short of the “budget amount” at present.

It was reported that NRHS would be taking on a new
vendor for membership renewals for the 2018 season, based on a
completely unacceptable performance by Amelia, a Canadian firm
based in Montreal. At some point in time, perhaps the National
officers will recognize that Society members arc very often
confused about sending in two membership renewals each year.
We have experienced any number of Philadelphia Chapter
members telling us they paid this 2017 dues when they actually
hadn’t. The old process of paying National and Chapter dues to
our chapter together, with the Chapter forwarding the National
dues was far more efficient and reliable than what we have now.

The one bit of good news coming from these meetings
was enrollment for RailCamp, the program founded by your
Chapter President and Leatherstocking Chapter President Bruce
Hodges in 1998. Niagara Frontier Chapter’s Becky Gerstung
heads the effort, and both the Eastern and Western RailCamps are
once again sold out for 2017.

The future of NRHS Convention programs is in a state
of flux as well. The 2017 Convention in Nashville, TN during
June has only about 200 repistrations, but is progressing along.

For 2018, it appears that NRHS might be headed to a convention
connected with the Cass Scenic Railroad in West Virginia, with
lodging at the Snowshoe resort in the Mountaineer State, given the
lack of sufficient lodging around Cass. For 2019, it is believed that
the Convention would be based in Salt Lake City, UT, around the
150" Anniversary of the Golden Spike. This would be a joint
event with the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, but
apparently has yet to receive the blessing of the Union Pacific
Railroad. Stay tuned.

Because of reduced membership, donations for the
Railway Heritage Grants are smaller, and the awards in 2017 will
reflect that. A total of $35,000 in grants were awarded in 2016, but
that will be maxed out at $20,000 for this year.

Apparently, it has been decided that the NRHS Library,
now warehoused in Three Rivers, MA, will mostly move and be
housed on the grounds of Southern Methodist University. SMU,
founded in 1911, is a private research institution based in Dallas.



