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It's Decernber, 2019, and as we end another year, we need to look seriously at Philadelphia
Chapter. We know where it's been for the past B4 years, but where is it going? We have reached a weak
bridge. Do we cross it as is, or do we strengthen it. Are we up to the challenge of moving forward? Or, do we
simply sit, moribund in our chairs and let “someone else” do it?? As outlined on Page 2 of this issue, your
President and Editor has indicated he is retiring when his term ends in April.

It is a time of transition for not only this organization, but for the industry we watch so
closely. SEPTA will have a new General Manager on lanuary 1. Most prior GM’s have been “bean counters”.
Retiring GM Jeff Knueppel has an engineering background, evidenced by the tremendous strides made in
SEPTA’s infrastructure which hopefully will last decades, bringing with it a higher level of reliability. What will
the new GM bring to the table? Time will tell.

“America’s Railroad”, Amtrak, is going through a somewhat uncertain upheaval. After four
decades of reliable Amfleet equipment, the concept of fixed train consists, which was failure-prone six decades
ago (read your New Haven Railroad histories), is going to be rolled out again. After spending millions on new
dining cars, Amtrak’s senior management had decided passengers will be satisfied with pre-packaged “Wawa-
style” foods (did any of these high-paid managers check into the history of the Southern Pacific’s vending
machine concept?). And, we're ready, with less than two decades of Acela equipment, to consign it to the
nearest scrapyard! Did we get our money's worth out of these trainsets,

Rail historians faithfully record the happenings of the industry, but what are we doing to
insure the longevity of what we do? A seriously advancing age level tells us that it's not enough to come to
monthly meetings and sit and listen. Will YOU be a part of the solution. Help is mandated, NOW, to insure
that Philadelphia Chapter and other groups are still here and vibrant ten years fram now.

R. L. EASTWOOD, JR.,
President and Editor
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If your Cinders Arrives in Damaged Condition
I your Cinders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5709 ar

prompily sent 1 vou. The incidence of damapge has been
virtually eliminated through the use of envelopes for mailing
cach issue, although there is an additional cost involved.

A Letter from your President.....

To the Members and Friends of Philadelphia Chapter:

At the bottom of the hastily crafted Meeling Notice issued as
sudden replacement for the November issue of Cinders. I
indicated that 1 will be retiring as President of Philadelphia Chapter
and Fditor of Cinders, our newsletter, a1 the end of my term of
office in April. 2020.

My reasons for this decision and chenge in my personal life are
have been due to varying medical issues in my life, At the
beginning of October, | suffered a serious fall due to physical
dehydration following & medical procedure, A short while later, |
was hospitalized with & case of scate pancreatitis, which, two
rmonths later, T am still trying to recover from. A4 age 77, a review
of my fife activities sent the message that cuiting back was a
necessary preventative therapy.

[ have been a member of NRHS since 1962. joining and becoming
active in Philadelphia Chapter in 1968. In 1971, Chapter Vice
President Paul Kutta and I took on the tevival of Cinders. this
Chapter's longlime newsletter; ulfimately, I became the sole editor,
with Input help from Paul Kutta, Frank Tatnall, Elbert W. Simon,
Jr., and others. Recognizing that T will be 78 vears of age in
February, and that my longtime frend, Frank Tatnall, will
celebrate his 88 birthday on December 14, this Chapter needs to
move forward as a means of infusing vounger blood in our cadre,

[ first become president of this Chapler in 1971 or 1972, serving
vatiows terms uniil my election as Vice President, Eastern Reglon
of NRHS in 1985, rcplacing the late George Springer of West
Jersey Chapter. 1 served in that position until 1990, when I was
clected Vice President of NRFS. 1 was elevated to Senior Vice
President of the Society with the passing of the legendary V. Allan
Vaughn in 19946, 2 position | held until 2005, when T declined 1o
run again because of some serinus philosophical issucs with then
President Gregory Molloy, who is no longer a member of the
National Railway Historical Society.

Dwring this time frame, I, together with Bruce Hodges, President
of the Leatherstocking Chapter, WRHS in Oneonta, NY, co-
founded NRHS's RailCamp, which will enter its 22™ year of
exislence in 2020 with camps located at Newark, DE and Tacoma,

Wa. Both Bruce and 1 are very proud of what RailCamp has
evolved into over two decades. Many teenagers from arouncd the
United States have pone throuph the weeklong program, initially
hosted at Steamtown Wational Hhistone Sile in Scranton. PA in
conperation with the University of Scranton and the Canadian
Pacific Railway at Binghamton, NY. Many “graduates” from this
program have gone on to hold important career railroad positions
arcund the coundry. Today, the program is based at the Univetsity
of Delaware at Newark, DE. and Amtrak and the Strasburg Rail
Road are full parmers with NRHS in this program.

Dick George of Philadelphia
Chapter Nears the (entury Mark!

Philadelphia Chapler management is uncertain whether
in our 84-year history we've ever had a member celebrate a 100™
birthday. bul we do now.

Langtime NRHS Member Richard I1. (Dick) George, of
Pittsburgh. PA, will observe his 100" birthday on January 18, 2020
at a ¢elebration in the Steel City. He was a longlime railroader.

Dick was born in Indianapelis, IN, on January 16, 1920,
and joined the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1941 at the age of 21.
Serving in several positions over the vears he was named Division
Sales Manager for the PRE at Harrisburg, PA.  In 1964 he moved
to the Delaware & Hudson during the Bruce Sterzing vears as a
Vice President, retiring in 1982, Buw Dick was immediately hired
by the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie in Pittsburgh to serve as Director
Marketing & Pricing until he retired again on December 31, 1985,

Chapter records indicale that Dick joined NRHS in
1967, although he didn’t come on board in Philadelphia until
sometime later, Perhaps his origin in NEHS was with the Mohawk
& Hudson Chapter in Albany, NY, since that chapter hosted the
1957 NEHS Convention during the time that he was headquartered
in Albany. The convention featured trips over the D&H and New
York Central Railroads.

¥ick and his wife, Lois, have recently celebrated their
69" wedding anniversary. They had three children, two bays and a
girl, and they enjoy several grandchildren. Both of his sons
became railrpaders. Richard was a trainmaster for Burlington
Merthern and his other son, Bobby. is a Norfolk Southern sales
manager in Norfolk. Their daughter, Carolyn, lives in Colorado.

Chapter Member Frank Tatnafl savs that Dick is quite
passibly the only living person who shot photos and movics of
Indizna Railroad traction operations defore World War 11 He was
also a good frend of the late Philadelphia Chapter Member Bob
Stacy, whe retired from the City of Philadelphia and was around
railfanning in Hoosierland in those pre-World War IT times,

Philadelphia Chapter salutes Dick George for his long
service {33 years) as an NRHS member, and even longer a5 a rail
and traction historian. His is a legacy to be celebrated as we enter
the Year 2020,

After this half century of giving ({1 am writing this on Giving
Tuesday!), the time has now come to let a vounger generation take
hold of the throttle and propel this Chapter into the future, I will
still be around, hopefully, to provide assistance and puidance
whete | can, proud of what T have achieved, and hopeful of that the
rail history movement can do 1o properly document the heritage of
a preat part of America’s industrial heritage.

Respectfully,
R. [.. EASTWOOD, JR.,

President and Editor
December 3, 20149
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PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, NRHS
This Issue of C/NDERS has been delayed
because of some computer issues, and
as a result, may not reach our members
untll December 12, the date of our
meeting. This Meeting Notice will be
posted on the Chapter’s website as well.

Meeting Cancellation Notice
In  the evemt of an  extreme weather ar
fransportation emergency on o Philadelphia Chapler meeting
date, Chaprer officers will make a decision on whether fo
hrofd the meeting as schedwled  If questionable circumstances
arise, members should telephone 215-947-5769 after 12 Noon
ou the day of the meeting for recorded advisory. Thank you.

MEETING NOTICE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2019
(Part 2)

SEPTA Elkins Park Repional Rail Station, Elkins Central
Meeting Venue, 7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027.
PLEASE USE THE SPRING AVENUE ENTRANCE TO THE
“ELKINS CENTRAL™ MEETING ROOM. PLEASE DO

NOT ISE THE TRACKSIDE ENTRANCE. THANK ¥(HI!

MEETING START TIMES: 7:00 PM

Philadelphia Chapter’s meeting on Thursday, December 12, 2019
will feature 50 YEARS OF PATCO, Part 2 presented by Chapter
Member Russell E. Jackson. Part 1 of this lengthy program was
presented at our Movember 21, 2019 meeting. A lot of previously
unseen views were screened from the earliest days of the line.
Included were many views of the last months of Pennsylvania-
Reading Seashore Lines during the transition period. Don’t miss
this extensive program from 1968-1969, a half century ago.

Ohwr first program in the New Year, 2020, is expected to be Chapter
Member Kevin Feeney's annual “Trovelague” presentation
detailing his many travels during the Year 2019. Thursday,
January 16, 2020 is the date. Other programs are developing for
Nexi year.

2020
NRHS Convention
Fullerton, CA
June 9-13, 2020

NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, INC.

Post Office Box TM1Z, Phlladelphia, PA 19101-7302

Founded 1936, incorporated (973 av @ S0 e non-profil corporation

(_.I-IAPIEH WE.BSIIL im- curent C!Lapier :nﬁ:urm.:lmn as well as wmagc

CHAPTER OFFICERS {F]eetﬂii

President, .. rrarmnrranararen R L. Eastwood, Jr. {215) $47-5769
Senior "u’tl.‘l& Fr{:ﬁldml ................................... Kavin Feanay (2032461673
Vice President & TTeasureT. .oocveeeceie v eiceeans Richard Copeland (215) 343-2T65
Secretary .. B vevrrrasrararanessaes o hdarie K, Eastwood (215) 947-576%
Matiosal chr@cnmﬂvc wolPeter M. Senin, Ir. (608} 438-20H)

COMMITTEE CHAIRS {hnnu]ntud]

Editer... wives e B Bastwoed, Ir {21 5) 947-5769
I:.qmprnunl: l.'_hsur ................................... David B. McGuire (B56) 24 1-8046
Historical Archivist, .., .oooyore oo ecaeeeins Kenneth Thomas (215) 635-2335
Membeeship Chair. ..o Sheila A, Doer {6107 642-2830
PTOram EHIECIOT, -\ vvnevsonerersmssmemvmrm s vmrm s mmnrens Harey Carforth {215) 266-3180
WabmasIer. oo e e BANTE] Knouse (8143 63 1-2436

2020 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: Effective September 1, 20109, 520,00
per person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter dues throush December 31,
2020, {KRHS National membership dues for 2020 are £50.00, billed directly by
MRS} WRHS chapters bill their members separately for Chapter dues,
Donation requests for Philadefphia Railfriends will be mailed during October,
2019 via separate mailing from Cinders,  Anyone imerested in becoming a
member of Philadelphia Chapler, NRHS should forward remivance, payable o
Philadelphis Chapier, NRHS in the emount of S20.00 to Post Office Box
T30, Philadelphia, PA 19001-7302. Please be sure o include name, valid
mailing address, telephene rumber and E-mail address, as applicable.

ADDRESS CHANGES: Send 1o Editor at Post Office Box 353, Huatinedon
Valley, PA 19006-0353,  (Include your CURRENT TELEFPHONE
NUMBER and E-MAIL ADDRESS so our records are complete. )

Cipders is published 11 timas a vear by Philadelphia Chepter, WRHS, Inc,
Corespondence regarding Cinders should be directed to 1he Editor a1 P.O. Box
353, Humtingdon Valley, PA  19006-0353. EXCHANGE newsletters should
be sent 1o R L., Eastwood, Jr., Editor, P. Q. Box 353, Huntingdon Valley, PA
190406-0353, or by electronic mail (o grresiower@eanicast. net.

NRHS, Philadelphia Chapter
2020 Dues Bills all Mailed

All 2020 dues bills for both Philadelphia Chapler and
NRHS were in the mail by the end of November,

MRHS Mational ducs wills were received by those
Chaptcr members hold NRHS memberships right at the end of
MNovember.  MNational dues remain at $30.00 per member,
unchanged in recent years, Please send NRHS dues to NRHS
Membership, P, 0. Box 31074, Saint Louis, MO 63131-0074,

Dues bills for Philadelphia Chapler members were
mailed in early November. Once again in 2020, Chapter dues are
£20.00 per member, plus any additional contribution a member
may wish to moke to the Chapter. These additional funds arc
needed to cover Chapter expenscs such as storage locker rent and
Chapter insurance, which are not covered by nommal dues. We
carnestly solicit and appreciate your additional financial supporl
once again this year These should be submitted to Post Office Box
7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302.

Please do not combine MNational and Chapter dues
payments. This creates additional work for the volunteers
processing the renewals. Dues renewals and coatribution
acknowledgemenis will be processed beginning Brecember %,
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SEPTA TRANSIT

SEPTA has named 2 new general manager to replace
leffrey 1. Knueppel, who will retire effective Januarv 1. She is
Leslie 5. Richards, now the secrelary of transporation at
PennDOT and before that an elected Montgomery Counrr
commissioncr. At thal time she also served as a member of the
SEPTA board. Her appointment as SEPTA GM had been expected
even before the official announcement was made in mid-
Movember. She will inherit a transit system in relatively pood
condition, although bus ridership has been in decline and the Key
fare vollection project still has not been completed. Under
Knueppel™s Teadership much new equipment has been ordered and
the Regional Rail system became ong of the first in the country to
be fully cquipped with Positive Train Control. Knueppel did an
imterview with Trains Magazine as his 30-plus vear career at
SEPTA was nearing its end. When asked what his biggest

challenges were, he replied “weather,” and added that the loss of

the Silverliner V railear fleet for several memhs in 2016 was
“really tough on our customers.”™

The total cost of SEPTA's still unfinished Key svstem
has ballooned to $192.5 million, the frguirer reported in October.
This is about $70 million morc than planned when the project was
started eight years ago. Many equipment problems have been
encounterad and technology is rapidly evolving, which means
upgrades are needed in both hardware and software. Key is not yet
fully implemented on Regionat Rail.......cooco.........8EPTA and all
maodes of public transportation have narrowly cscaped a major cut
in Federal funding. Congress in November pushed through
legislation that repealed a section of the 2015 Fixing America's
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act that would have mandated
massive cuts in funding effective next July 1. As written, that law
would slash $1.2 biflion in annual appropriations for transit. which
the American Public Transportation Association said worked out 1o
an average 12 percent ¢ul in Rmding for every transit apency in the
country (I

On October 21 SEPTA held a cercmonv at the 157
Street subway station to celebrate the c::-mglction_pf?le 528-
million project to modernize this very busy station on m
Frankfogd Line, The project included new platforms. new
elevators, better lighting and new paint throughout the station,
Handicapped passengers now have access to the station, meaning
than only two of the 28 stations on the Market-Frankford Line still
are not in compliance with the ADA law....ee... SEPTA and
Upper Darby officials held an open house at 69™ Street
Transportation Center on October 23 10 acquaint the public with
construction plans for a $31-million state-of-the-art parking garage
to be built adjacent to the Center,

Membership on the SEPTA board undoubiedly will be
affected by the results of the recent offovear elections, in which
Democrats ok control of the boards of commissioners in Bucks,
Delaware and Chester Counties. This will mean that board
members from all five SEPTA counties will be appointed by
Democrats when current lerms expire. Even the board chairman,
Pasquale Deon, Sr., a Republican from Bucks Coumy, could be
replaced.  But his  well-known  influcoce  with Republican
lawmakers in Harrisburg—a valuable asset for SEPTA—may lead
to his retention if he wishes to stay...................Do vou remember
when “We're Getfing There™ was SEPTA's advertising slopan
back in the 1980°57 The October 30 edition of the frguilrer carried
an article on how the often-derided slogan got started, including an
interview with Rick Wooten, SEFTA’s manager of public affairs at
the time,

A SEPTA track worker who was srruck and killed by a
Broad Street subwav train last July 8 acmally was standing
between two tracks. sccording to_a report issued by the National
Transportation Safetv Board (see July Cinders). The report stated
that the worker was being passed by a southbound train near Erie
station, and to avoid that train he stepped into the path of a
northbound train.  Another worker was injured................... At
about 4:02 PM on Tuesday, October 22, a passenger jumped from
between cars on a moving Market-Frankford train as it was leaving
Girard station. It was an apparent suicide attempt but the jumper
was rescucd and taken to the hospital. Service on the line was
suspended between the 5™ Street and Huntingdon stations until
3:14. during which time shuttle buscs were pressed into service.

The {mguirer carried an editorial on November 21 with
the title “Preventing suicide on rails® The newspaper  had
investigated the problem of trespasser deaths and found that about
40 percent of all deaths on milroad and transit systerns invalve
people committing suicide.  In 2018 there was a ol of 825
trespasser deaths nationwide, meaning that about 350 of those
deaths were intentional. SEPTA for vears has had major problem
with trespassers in general and with trespasser deaths in particular.
This columnist’s own informal count of such deaths in the Greater
Philadelphis area last year came 1o 17, of which ten occorred on

{Continued on Page 5)
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SEPTA lines, four on NI TRANSIT, and three on AMTRAK. The
Inquirer called the situation a “public health crisis,” which affects
not only the deceased and their families but the train engineers
who are forced to witness the deaths. They often must seek
counseling to deal with the experence.........n The mun
violence crisis in Philadelphia visited SEPTA again on the
afternoon of Saturday, November 30. A 14-year-old girl was shot
and killed as she stepped off a Route 33 bus at 22™ Street &
Sedgely Avenuc in Norih Philadelphia. The malc shooter was
quickly taken into custody.

(Continued from Page 4)

SEPTA
REGIONAL
RAIL

SEPTA is setting serious about making Reptonal Rail
riders full participams in the Key Card system. While card
validating machines already have been installed al maost if not all
stations, regular paper tickets and “legacy™ passes are still honored
on all trains. A SEPTA official explained that there are a “few
more kayers™ in the full rollowt of the Kev system on Regional Rail
as compared with its introduction on buscs, trolleys and subways,
On Monday, November 18, a “Friendly user tap to exit” pilol
program was bepun at Jofferson Station, which is designed o
encourage fders 1o give [Key] & try, 1o get them familiar with it.”
Turnstiles are activated between & AM and 8 PM Monday-Friday.
This eventually will lead to the full use of Key Cards in a program
dubbed by SEPTA as “Tap.Ride. Tap™ in which the card must be
tapped at validators both on entering and leaving the stations. In
Movember SEPTA increased the number of locations where Koy
Cards containing weekly or monthly TrailPasses may be
purchased. Now, cards are for sale at all 72 outlying stations that
have ticket offices. Key Cards also may be obtained at all five
center city stations as well as at SEPTA sales offices. SEPTA
expeets to have the majority of its Regional Rail customers using
Kew by next spring, but the actual imeline is uncertain.

——
—
gy ——
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As they do every vear, falling leaves plagued SEPT,
mail operations from late September through early December,
Almost every day saw a lengthy list of trains delayed by slippery
rails, in spite of the nightly deployment of work trains o spray the
railheads with traction pel. An interesting feature this fall was the
appearance of the semi-retired AEM-7 electric locomotives in gel
train service. Among the units spolted hauling these trains were
#2304 and 2307. As previously reported, the AEM-7"s were
replaced in passenger serviee last fall by SEPTA’s new ACS-64
units, and then were leased to NJ TRANSIT for several months
vemrercmrrcenreee S EP LA issued new paper tmetables effective
September 29 for all lines except Cynwyd.

As of mid-October SEPTA’s seven push-pull trainsets
appear to have settled into repular assignments. These include two
weekday round-trips on the West Trenton line. two on Trenton,
two on Paofi-Thomdale and one on Wilmington-Newark, The
leased five-car MARC sct operates with a SEPTA cab car on West
Trenton rains #6325 and 6374, while the two Trenton tains are
made up of expanded sets of Bombarndier cars........o.ooo . For the
29" consecutive year SEPTA operated its specially decorated

“Santa Express” trains to center ity on “Black Friday.” the day
after Thanksgiving. On November 29 the designated Santa trains
were #9348 from Elwyn, #323 from Lansdale. #3823 from Fox
Chase and #2327 from Norristown, plus two trains each on the
Market-Frankford and Broad Street Lines.  The trains were
scheduled to arrive in time for a parade welcoming Santa, Mrs,
Claus and their elves at Dilworth Park on the west side of City
Hall. Adding to the spirit of the season, several trolleys and buses
will operate in regular service decked out in holiday decorations
designed by interested employees. On certain days SEPTA again
will display a decorated MU car on track #0 in Suburban Station.

Repionad Rail dders suffered throush at least three
maior service distuptions during October and November,  Around
3:15 PM on Thursday, October 17, Paoli-Thorndale service was
halted aficr a tree {ell onto the calenary over track #4 near
Daylesford station. The cause: wind gusts of up to 55 mph from
what the National Weather Service deseribed as a “bomb evelone.”
An hour later all SEPTA service on the line was suspended, with a
few shuttle buses rushed in. By 5 PM owbound service was
restored but no stops could be made at Berwyn. A total of 12
trains were partially or entirecly annulled, and 32 others delayed—
four of them for more than an howr. AMTRAK's Keystone
Service trains also were delayed.

Then. early on_Fridav, November 1, an even stennger
storm lashed the East Coast. this one producing an unusual EF-2
slrength omade that dpped throueh a neishhorhood near Glen

and forced the complete suspension of service 1o Warminster and
Doylestown. Paoli-Thomdale trains were blocked by a downed
tres near Wymnewood. Norristown High Speed Line trains had o
be tumed back at Radnor due 1o fallen irees between there and
Gulph Mills. Through service resumed to Norristown around 4:15
PM. By late afiernoon service had resumed to Warminster and
Doylestown. Paoli-Thomdale trains began leaving Philadelphia
just after 5 PM, but could not stop at Bryn Mawr due to a stalled
train there, su passengers for that siation had to continue on
Rosemont, and were bused back to Bryn Mawr, AMTRAK's
Keystone Service also was disrupted, with many trains severely
delayved. Westbound #6435 was nearly three hours late arriving at
Pacli. Service on the Northeast Comidor between New York and
Washington was generally unaffected, but several trains were
cancelled between New York and Boston.

The next day, Saturday the 3", also saw manv delays on
Bepional Rail, bui the most sedously affected were Paoli-
Thomdale nders. Around 3:20 PM an nine-car deadhead train
leaving Owerbrook vard got several of its pantographs snarled in
the catenary at “JO,” the west cod of “Zoo™ interlocking, This
knocked out all traction power between “Zoo™ and Bryn Mawr,
stranding four SEPTA trains in the de-cnerpized zone. One report
stated that a sipnal mast at "JO™ had collapsed onto the catenary
and the deadhead train ran into the damaged wire.  Service was
suspended on Paoli-Thomdale and was not restored until carly
Sunday moming, resulting in 25 train annulments.  Two
AMTRAK Keystone trains, #610 and 672, also were cancelled.
One ol the four stalled SEFTA trains, #5332, was stuck near
Girard Avenue, but the crew was able to evacuate the 162
passengers 1o buses on a nearby street.  Buses also were sent o
rescue passengers at Overbrook, Merion and Ardmore, some of
whom were delayved for up to 2-1/2 hours.

(Continued on Page 6)
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No less than 188 other Rewional Rail trains were

(Continued from Page 3)

defaved on Saturday for such diverse reasons as slippery rails
cauged by the ubiquitous wet Jeaves, and a seres of yrade crossing
sigmal malfunctions. The overall on-time perlormance for the day
wits 2 dismal 32 Pereenh ... et downed tree fouling the

track near the Lower State Road crossing in Doylestown was
struck by train #2508 at 11:50 AM on Thanksgiving Day. causing
minor dumage to MU car #313. Within two hours the tree was
emoved and wire damage repaired.  Just one train had to be
apntlled on this holiday while 1hree others were delayed
vl MTcinds in Phoenixville are continuing  their
campaign lo bring commuter rail serviee to their town (scc May
Cinders). [n Sepiember they sent a letter to SEPTA advising that
the Borgugh Council had unanimously endorsed the plan, Several
ohstacles remain, however, including the need for new equipmeni
and for NORFOLE SOUTHERN to be brought on board.

At 7T AM on Mondav, October 28, a [6-vear-ol
committed suicide by fumping in front of inbound train #3224 just
south of Swarthmore station. Buses were ordered for passengers
on the train, who had to walk along the ballast to reach the station.
Service was suspended between Secane and Media vntil 9:23 when
the coromer refeased the tracks. Twelve irains were either
completely or partially annulled, and 29 others delayed. The girl
wiy identified as a junior at nearby Strath Haven High school who
had starred on the school’s track team. An older woman, also a
suicide, was struck and killed pear the Township Line Road
crossing north of Woodboume just 5 PM on Sunday, November
10, The engineet of train #3541 out of West Trenton reporied that
the trespasser stepped directly into the path of his train.  All
passengers were transferred to a bus, Several trains were (wmed
back at Woodbourne station until the railroad was reopened about
B PM.

AMTRAK

HAREISEEEGS  LAHEASTIR « FAILATEIPHIL - HYE

As it does everv fall. AMTRAK issued special onlipe
timetables for Thankspiving week, which is always the heaviest

vear they were operated with MARC equipment. Amirak required
that all passengers during the holiday period have reservations.

AMTRAK ridership set an all-time record in Fiseal
Year 2019 which ended last September 30, There were 32.5
mitlion customer trips recorded, an increase of BOG,00 over the
previous vear, perhaps due largely to the strong economy.
{Iperating revenue rose to $3.3 billion, an increase of 3.6 pereent
over FY 2018, “We are prowing and modemizing Amtrak,” said
Board Chairman Anthony R. Coscia, “resulling in mere people
choosing Amtrak as their preferred mode of transportation. These
changes have put us on track to break even in 2020, which would
be a first in Amtrak’s history.” Amitrak recorded an operating loss
of $28.9 million in FY 2019, a reduction of $140.9 million from
the year earlier. One change on the horizon is additional service

including more non-stop Acelas, the existing limited-stop Acela
trains, the conventional Northeast Regional service, and a proposed
low-cost, all-stops local service,

AMITRAK has launched 8 new checked bagrape and
bicvele service on irains #42-43 Pennsvivanian, Beginning on
Oetober |ihe train carries a new baggage car on the head end. and
offers the service 2t all staffed stations on the toute. The fee for
checking a bike is 520, and for passengers traveling bevond
Pinisburph bags and bikes will be transferred o0 or from the
connecting Capitel Limited. ... I October AMTRAK
and PennDOT opened a new $33.5-million station at Mount Jov,
PA, 12 miles west of Lancaster on AMTRAK s Keystone line,
Two new high-level platforms are connected by enclosed
clevator/stair towers and a covered walkway over the two tacks,
Travelers are grected by an arched stong eptranceway 1o the
stanion. This is Amuak’s fourth new siation on the Keysions ling,
following those at Elizabethtown, Exton and Pacli. Mext willbe a
new 324 million station at Middletown with connections to the
adipcent Harrisburg Ajrport.  This will require moving NS's
paralieling Royalton branch and relocating the bwo passenger
iracks to accommodate a center high level platform (Trains).

AMTRAK arain has reached out to the airline indusiry
for o top execwdive, But Larry Chestler, the new viee president of
business development tor long-distance services, does not come
tfrom Deltas Air Lines, as did Amtrak CEO Richard Anderson and
others, Instead, Chestler has spent his prior career with Sun
Country Airlines and MLT Vacations. New on the job, he did
something that hardly any other high-ranking Amtrak manager has
done—he rode business class coach on the Cardipal from Chicago
1 Washingron on October 1 because all private rooms were sold
O eeicireeireseneees AMTRAK ACS-64 locomotive #60& has been
decked out in a bright red wrap with large Coca-Cola logo.
Debuting on the sonbbound Silver Metfeor out of Washington
MNovember i4. the locomotive appears to be a promotion for
Coke's new agreement to provide soda products on board Amerak
trains, replacing Pepsi-Cola which previousty had the business.

AMTRAK experienced three trespasser deaths on the

travel time of the year, The 30-page Northeast Cormidor limetable
covered the period Movember 22-December 2, while the Keystone
Service timetable applicd from MNovember 23 to December 2 and
the Empire Service issue from November 26 to December 2.
Additional vars were assigned to many regular iTains, bul there
were only  two  round-irips  scheduled with extra “Tlehiday
Commutes” trains between Mew York and Washington, and only
an Sunday, December 1. As Amirak does every year, trainsets are
bommowed [rom commuter agencies for these extra trains. and this

train #148 struck a man north of Ridley Park about 6:50 PM on
Wednesday, October 16, delaving the train for 1-1/2 hours, Tracks
#1 and 2 were taken out of service umtil 10:50 PM, Two SEPTA
Wilmington trains were annulled and three others delaved, as were
certain Amtrak frains. Then ar 12:30 M on Samrday, Novomber
2, a trespasser was struck near Tacony station delaying scveral
other Amirak trains as well as forcing SEPTA to annul nine

(Continued on Page 7)
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Trenton trains. Twelve other SEPTA trains were delaved, six of
them for more than an hour.  Next, at 9:45 AM on Thursday,
Movember 7. Amirak train #172 ran over a trespasser on ttack #2
at Bridesburg, delaying many more trins. By 11:40 AM the speed
restriction on tracks £3 and 4 was lifted.

= NS CSX,
SOUTHERN NS,
csx OTHER ROADS

NWORFOLK SOUTHERN has decided to sell its four
classic ' units, holdovers from the “Wick” Moorman era. The
units were acquired for exclusive use on office car and other
special trains and are dressed in 2 Southern-style light gray-and-
black paint scheme. They are stored al Altoona awaiting
disposition as they have not been in actual service for several
menths, Now, READING & NORTHERN has announced that it
will purchase FO9A #270 and F7TB #2735 and assign them to special
train service around its 350-mile system. Reports indicate that the
two histonc units may be repainted in Tuscan red, reminiscent of
the Pennsylvania Railroad, but it is not known how soon they will
see service on the R&NM. The railroad also has bwo former
Bessemer & Lake Erie F73 which currently are being restored for
serviee, one of which could be teamed up with the ex-NS units to
form an A-B-A set. Among other locomotives being auctioned by
WS are former Reading SWI1001 switchers #2104-2103 {Trains).

Drucker [nstimwe issue a listing of the 250 best-managed
companies in the U8,  Among milroads only NORFOLKE
SOUTHERN made it into the top 230, ranked at #2488
“U.5. Class I rail freight is in a recession,” said Railway Age
Contributing Editor and Ecenomist Jim Blaze. *Any traflic volume
approaching a ten percenl year-over-year drop is a ¢lear warning
sign.” At the time of his comments in October mil imaffic had
declined for 42 consecutive weeks. The reasons for the downturn
are many, including a decline in the manufacturing economy, new
import tarfls, Jower coal production and  ineressed  truck
compelilion.

Six Class 1 railroads have begun negotiations with the
upions thet represent some 125,000 employees nationwide, Both
CSX and NS are members of the carriers’ commitles that will
participate in the collective bargaining process. The current
contract does mot have an expiration date, so the 1alks can continue
as long as the parties believe progress is being made. But there can
be no strike until the many requirements of the Railway Labor Act
have been exhausted, including a releasc from the Mational
Mediation Roard. The railroads contend that a more modem
contruct is needed to take advantage of new technologies, but
union officials sav the Class T's are interested only in the boitom
ling, The last nationwide rail sirike occurred in [991 but was
quickly ended by Congressional action,

Regpening of PATCO s long vacant Franklin Square
station_got 3 boost in November when the Federal Transit

Administration announced a $12.5-million grant for the project.
First opened in 1936 the station was finally closed for good in
1979, but in 2016 the Delaware River Port Aubority announced
that it planned to reopen the “ghost™ station (see October 2047
Cinders). The station is in the center of the now popular recreation
arca at Franklin Square, near the west end of the Ben Franklin
bridge. Total budget for the project is $30 million, with the tarpet
date for reopening some time in 2023 i JPATCO was
loreed 1o operate an emergency schedule on Monday, November
11, afier ultrasonie lesting revealed a defective rail between the
Ferry Avenue and Broadway stations. Trans had to single-track
around the work area for more than eight hours while the rail was
replaced.

NI TRANSIT has a new section on its wehsite that

oneoing MIT improvements. To view “Progress by the Numbers”
0 to nifransit.com/performance, which shows on-time information
for all modes. But progress on completing the installation of
Positive Train Conteol on all NJT lines and all trains appears to be
lagging, aecording to several reports. Now there is some question
as to whether the PTC project can be completed before the new
mandatory deadline of December 31, 2020 set by the Federal
BOVETRHTENL oo es e ATIONE the new equipment now on arder
For NJT are 17 more hybrid locomotives that can operate either on
electric or diesel power, 113 Multilevel [H cars, 183 Cruiser buses
and 83 articulated buses for inner city routes,

million representing its losses from Superstorm Sandv in 2012,
The claim covered both property damage and damage lo
locomuotives and cars caught in floodwaters at Hoboken Terminal
and at the Kearny maintenance complex. The insurance companics
claimed that NIT should have taken more timely aclion o move
the equipment out of harm's way,

The Borough of Jim Thorpe appears to have lost its
legal batile with a very determined mailroad executive. READING
& WORTHERN refused to knuckle under to demands from the
Borough Council that the railroad pay nearly 100,000 in back
amusement taxes for operating its popular Lehigh Gorpe Scenic
Railway trains out of the classic ex-Jersey Central station in Jim
Thorpe. R&N Owner Andrew Muller, Jr. stated emphaticaliv that
he runs a railroad, not an “amusement,” and a5 a result he would
not pay the tax. Instead, his excursion operations were moved out
of Jim Thorpe effective Movember 23, He said that R&MN had
already arranged to run its “Santa Special” trains this season out of
several other wwns—including Reading and Pottsville—that are
happy to host the trains. Then, in late November the Jim Thorpe
Borough Council said it was withdrawing a lawsuit 1o collect the
taxes—evidently under pressure from the many merchants in the
tourist-oriented town who recognize the railroad’s importance in
bringing customers 1o the area. The council president said that
talks were ongoing with R&N to seek its return next vear,

MNEHS members who might be tired of talking about
real frains during the Christmas season shouold take note of & very

special model railroad display in Philadelphia. This is the outdoor
Holiday Garden Railway at the Mortis Arboretum in Chestrut Hill,

There 2 miniature “winter wonderland™ is in opertion which
includes a quarter-mile of Gescale track with seven loops and
tunnels and scveral trains cruising past scaled replicas of
Philadelphia landmarks adomed with thousands of rwinkling

{Continued on Page 7)



Page §

DECEMBER, 2019

CINDERS

Abbreviated Exfra List This Issue
Becouse of Unavailability of Materiol for the Fxtra List this

issue, contens is limited fo known events as of our December
1 deadiine. A full Extra List will appeor in January.

Thursday, December 12,
2019 {Note SECOND THURSDAY):
Regular monthly  meeting  of
Phitadelphia ~ Chapter, NRHS
SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regional Rail
Station (“Elkins Central™ meeting room),
7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park. PA
19027, 7:00 PM. Program will feature
Chapter Member Russell E. Jackson
with & detailed slide program entitled
“The 50 Years of PATCO (Parf 2), the
second half of the program we saw at the
Wovember 11 meelting, detailing his
heavy imvolvement in the creation of
PATCO, Don’t miss the finale!!

Friday, December 13: Regular monthly meeting of
Anthracite Railroads Historical Society at the ex-Reading Railroad

Quakeriown passenger station, 15 Front Street, Quakertown, PA
18951, Meeting begins at 7:30 PM. Program will feature the late
Dick Samsel’s slides, which Richard Jahn will narrage.

Saturday. December 14: Monthly open house al
Rockledge Model Railroad Museum, 323 Montgomery Avenue,
Rockledpe, PA 19046-4233. Tlours: 12 Neon to 3 M. Further
information on this new local model railroad attraction at wehsite:

www rockledgemmorg.

Fridav, Januarvy I0: Rcgular monthly meeting of
Anthracite Raifroads Historical Socicty at the ex-Reading Railroad
Cruakertown passenger station, 15 Front Street, Quakertown, PA
18931, Meeting begins at 7:30 PM. Program will feature ARHS
History and More, Dale Woodlard will be the presenter. A
program highlighting the pioneers of the Socicty and more,

Saturdavs, January 11 and 18, 2020: Monthly open

houses al Rockledge Model Raifroad Museum, 323 Montgomery
Avenue, Rockledge, PA  19046-4233. Hours: 12 Noon 1o 3 PM,
Additional information at website: www rockledeemm.orp.

Thursday, January 16: Repular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Repional
Rail Statien (“Elking Central” mecting room), 7879 Spring
Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program will featurc
Chapter Member Kevin Feeney’s annual “Travelogue 26197,
dedailing his travels around the World during this year. This is
always an cotertaining program, so please don’i miss il

Friday, February 14: Fegular monthly meeting of
Anthracite Railroads Mistorical Society at the ex-Reading Railroad
Quakertown passenger station, 5 Front Street, Quakertown, PA
18951, Meeting begins at 7:30 PM. Flags. Diamonds and Statues
on Valentine's Day. Dave Augsburper's program of the above title
will cover Lehigh Valley, Reading and Jersey Ceniral Railroads.

Thursday, February 20: Regular monthly mesting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRILS at SEPTA's Elkins Park Regional
Rail Station (“Elkins Centeal” meeting room), 7879 Spring
Avenue, Flkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PAM. Program not verified
as of presstime,

PH I LADELPH ’A (Continued from Page 6)
EXPRESS

lights. The arboretum on Wissahickon Avenue is fess than a half-
mile walk fom the nearest SEPTA Route L or 97 bus stop. And if
you come that way vou don't pay for parking! There also arc
several modcl groups in the area run by volunteers, including the
Chelten Hills Model Railroad Club in Elkins Park, the Schuyikill
WValley Model Railroad Club in Phoenixville and the St Alban's
Club in Newlown Square, but we are not aware that they are doing
any special holiday displays this vear.

My best wishes for the holiday season to all our readers and to
the many friends of Philadelphia Chapter. —- Frank Tatnall

Important Phone Numbers

CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
should be used t0 report suspicious sightings, emergencies or
other conditions affecting rail operations. including trespassers.
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, erc.

AMTRAK 800-331-0008
CSX 500-232-0144
CONRAIL Shared Assets 300-272-0911
NI TRANSIT (NJ onlv} 800-242-0236
NORFOLK SOUTHERN BO0-453-2530
PATCO Transit 856-963-T995
SEPTA 215-586-8111

*Members may wish to photocopy and or clip this
notice and keep a copy in your wallet as you are out watching
or riding trains.

SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!

A SEAT FOR A FARE




