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Meeting Cancellation Notice
fn the event of an extreme weather or
transperiation emergency on a Philadelphia Chapter mecting
date, Chapter afficers will make « decision on whether fo
hold the meeting as scheduled, If guestionable circumstances
arise, members should telephone 215-947-5769 after 12 Noon
on the day of the meeting for recorded aidvisory. Thank you.

SVP Daniel Knouse to Relocate;
New Officer Needed for 2019-20

At Philadelphia Chapter’s January 17 meeting, Chapter
Senior Vice President Ddan Knouse informed the officers and
members present at the meeting that he would not nmn for re-
election 1o another term of office at the Chapter’s Annual Meeting
on Thursday, April 18, 2019,

Knouse, a native of Altoona, PA, has family in the
Horseshoe Curve city in Blair County, and will relocate back there
as soon as his home in Willow Grove is sold.

The Chapter is seeking a candidate willing to serve the
Chapter in this position. Interested members are asked to contact
Chapter President Lammy Eastwood to be considered for the
position. Nominations may also be advanced from the floor at the
April 18 meeting,

Philadelphia Chapter cxpresses its appreciation to Dan
for his service to the Chapter. The Chapter is confident that the
NRHS Horseshoe Curve Chapter will welcome him home to
Altoona, and seek his knowledge on their staff.

Have You Renewed for 2019??

Perhaps it's the cold weather, but a fair number of
Chapter members have not renewed for the year 2019, A this
writing, some 17 members, many of them long time, have not
submitted for this year. As a reminder, the March issue of Cinders
is the last one that will be mailed to those unrenewed,

On the other hand, only 3 Additional Chapier members
are unrenewed, and all but 3 Philadelphia Railfriends have
supported in the new year. Please check your tecords to insure
you're on board for 2019, The Chapter appreciates your support,

|Meeting Notice

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2019

SEPTA Elkins Park Regional Rail Station, Elkins Central
Meeting Venue, 7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027,
PLEASE USE THE SPRING AVENUE ENTRANCE TO THE
“ELKINS CENTRAL"” MEETING ROOM. PLEASE DO

NOT USE THE TRACKSIDE ENTRANCE. THANK YOU!!

MEETING START TIME: 7:00 PM

IMPORTANT MEETING NOTICE PROGRAM CHANGE!!

Our February 21 program was fo have been a preseniation on
the CSX Trenton Line Clearance Improvement Project (TLCIF)
focared in Philadelphia and Bucks County, PA. The project
removed resirictions to the movement of second generation
double-stack containers cars afong the CSX Tremion Line
famong them the former RDG New York Short Line). The
vertical clearance was improved af 16 averhead bridges. If is
befieved that the presenters will be available for our March 21
meeting, subject 1o confirmation.

On very short notice, Chapter President/Editor Larry Eastwood has
resurrected his slide show of the Fall, 1987 excursion which
covered the entire British Columbia Raibway on a week-long three-
car Budd RDC chartered train. This program, from more than 30m
years ago, was in the process of being converted 10 a PowerPoint
presentation. The Budd's and BC Rail are no longer, but you can
relive this once-in-a-lifetime joumney, including the clectrified
Tumbler Ridpe coal line. Don’t miss this one!!

Looking forward, our program on Thursday, April 18 will feature
well-known retired Reading Railread and SEPTA Engincer Larmmy
Ryan with a slide program on Penn Central operations in the
greater Philadelphia area.  This historic look-back should prove
nostalgic since it’s been more than 40 years since PC was folded
into Conrail. On Thursday, May 16, longtime rail historian and
photographer will present three slide trays of Philadelphia area rail
and traction activity from wyears ago. This was the program
postponed because of the snowstorm last November,
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10198 ANNUAL MEMEBERSHIP DUES: Effective Seplember 1, 2018, 520.00
per person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter dues threush December 31,
2019, (WRMS National membership dues for 2009 are 350,00, billed direcily by
NRHE.) MRHS chapters bill their members separately for Chapter dues.
Donation requests for Philadelphia Railfriends were mailed during October,
20 E vin separate mailing from Cinders.  Anyone inmerested in becoming a
mentber of Philadelphia Chapter, WRHS should forward remittance, payable 1o
Phitadelphia Chapter, NRHS in the amount of 520000 to Post Office Box
7302, Philadelphia, PA  12100-7302. Please be sure to include name, valid
mailing eddress, telephone number and E-mail address, g5 applicable.

ADDRESS CHANGES: Send to Editor ar Post Office Box 353, Huntingdon
Walley, PA  190046-0333. (Include your CURRENT TELEPHONE
NUMBER and E-MAIL ADDRESS 50 our records are complete.)

Cinders &5 published 11 times a year by Philedelphia Chaprer, NRHS, Tnc.
Currespondence regarding Cirders should be directed to the Editor at P.O, Box
333, Hunfingdon Vallew, PA 19006-0353, EXCHANGE newsletters should
be sent ta: K. L. Eastwood, Ir, Editor, P. O. Box 353, Huntingdon Valley, PA

18005-0353, or by electronic mail to gyrestower@eomeast net,

| If your C/nders Arrives in Damaged Condition

If your Cirders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editar Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769 or
avrestowerftcomeast.net and a replacement copy will be
prompily sent to you. The ineidence of damage has been
virtually climinated through the use of envelopes for mailing

each issue, although there is an addiional cost involved.

Reading Company T&H Society
Delayed in Filling Iron Horse

In September, 2018, the Reading Company Technical
& Historical Society announced “The [ltimate Tribute” to the
famed Reading Railroad Tron Horse Rambles to the public. Tt was
a three-disc set of two audip CI¥s from the Semaphore Records
sound recordings of the notable excursions, plus a free color DVD
of Ramble scenes. The price of the set was 521.00.

While RCT&HS promised mid-October 2018 shipmen,
as of January 1, 2019 none of the sets have been received. Inguiry
of RCT&HS indicates they have bad some copyright issues with
the DVD, and as s result, shipments have been delayed. Numerous
members have ingquired as W the status, and the Society is working
with the manufacturer to get the orders filled and shipped.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE
Regarding January C/INDERS
and our January 17 Meeting

Cinders for January, 2019 was mailed in two separate
mailings to members on Saturday, Janwary 5 and Monday, January
7, 2019, Each month, and particularly in those months where the
nearly 350 copies cannot be mailed on the same day, test letters
addressed o the Editor and the Secretary and included as a means
of knowing when the mailing has cleared the U, 5. Postal Service,

During the week ending Salurday, January 12, the
USPS had some serious reliability problems in the Philadelphia
Processing & Distrbution Center. The mailing of about 125 copies
made on Saturday, January 5, seemed fo survive. The stamps on
the envelope were cancelled, the envelopes barcoded and these
copics seeming were defiverad to everyone on Monday, January 7.

However, such was not the case for the approximately
225 copics mailed on Monday, January 7. The test copy addressed
to the Editor was not delivered until Friday, January 11, The
stamp was not cancelled (although this Tequently happens) and the
envelope WAS barcoded, but this gives no proof as te when the
envelope (and mailing) was processed in Philadelphia.

IMPORTANT!! If vou reccived your copy of
January CINDERS in the faffer fashion, we need to kmow when
you received the envelope. We'd ask only those members who
arc on Lthe internet o respond to this reguest, sending same to
gyresfowenEoomcnstnet at your earlicst convenience, A protest
has been filed with the Postal Inspection Service as well as the
Philadelphia Processing & Distribution Center,

Our meeting on Thursday evening, January 17 featured
another 1Jale Woodland PowerPoint classic, Here Comes the
Circus  featuwring  coverape between 1981 and 2017, from
Southeastern Pennsylvania and some New York, Maryland and
upstate Pennsylvania. Dale sure put many miles on his car fo bring
us this fantastic program.

As you know the Creekside Co-op food store adjacent
to Elkins Park station closed its doors on December 21, Some
members had an unpleasant bill-paying expericnce at Alexander’s.
around the corner, at our December 13, 2018 meeting.  About five
members gathered at Sicilian Trattoria at 7901 High Schoo] Road
before our January 17 meeting. The {ood was excellent, as was the
service. Like the other restaurants, they open at 5 PM.

Philadelphia LCL.................

Philadelphia Chapter has leamed of the passing of
another longtime member, Malcolm Bruno, of Rhinebeck, N:I’
has departed this life, according to information received from his
family. Our efforts to leamn any biographical details on Bruno’s
passing have, to date, been unsuccessful.  Bruno joined
Philadelphia Chapter and the NRHS in 1962. Any Chapter
member who may have additional information is asked to contact
the Editor..........Our friends in the Lackawanna & Wyoming
Valley Chapter, NRHS lost a well-known member on February 1
with the passing of legendary rail historian Edward Kapriske, 73.
of Laurel Run, PA. Ed was well-known for appearing at railfan
gatherings with his pick-up truck mounted with locomotive horns,
playing a “concert” with the homns for those gathered around.
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FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.

SEPTA TRANSIT

SEPTA lasl month began anolher phase i its mubi-

vear project to install a Communications-Based Train Control
(CBTCY sv%ln;m on the Routes 10H and 102 {rolley lines operating
out of the 69™ Strcet Transportation Center.  Work an the $75-
million project was begun in the spring of 2017 and is beinp
carried oul In a series of phases, mainly on weekends from Friday
evening through Sunday evening, The current phase is scheduled
o proceed through the weekend of February 22-24, weather
permitting. (Al work was cancelled for the weekend of February
1-3 due to weather conditions.) The outages also will allow the
construction of new interlockings on the main trunk to Deexel Hill
Junction and on the Route 102 Sharon Hill line. In addition to the
installation of new sipnals, switches, crossovers and overhead
wire, other heavy maintenance also is being performed.  Shuitle
buses will be used during the weekend periods.

woman who fell onto the nnnhbnund EXDIESS 1ra1:k ﬂt Cmf Hﬂ“
subway station around 2:30 PM on Tuesday. January 15, Both the
rescucr and the woman were hoisted back onto the platform by
other passengers just moments before a Broad Sireet Line express
pulled into the station. They suffered only minor injurics, escaping
possible death from both the oncoming train and the 600-volt third
rail. This incident happened just a month afier another man was
killed when he jumped or fell in front of a Market-Frankford train
at the 11" Street station (see January Cinders). SEPTA said the
Cily Mall incident was the 384™ time since 2012 that a SEPTA
possenger has jumped or fallen off a il platform, most of these
oceurring on the Broad Street or Market-Frankford Lines.

The long-awaited King of Prussia exiension of the
Momistown High Speed Line saw some propress last month, as the
SEPTA board approved a contract to advance engineering work on
the project.  The $7.3 million contract was awarded to a consulting
team led by HNTH, and will cover about 15 percent of the total
design for the project. The contract will include a complete survey
of the route as well as utility and geotechnical investigations. This
Phase 1 work is already lunded [fom an existing Federal grant, but
following phases are not yet funded.

SEPTA last month unveiled three new proposals for

building the lone-discussed extension of th

the Mavy Yard. But a major obstacle to the project is its cost,
cstimated at anywhete from 3869 million to 51.6 billion, which
would probably not qualify for Federal funding because of the
anticipated low level of ridership. The extension would be buill

under Broad Street for a mile sonth from the existing WRG station
al Pattison Avenue, with either one or two stations within the Navy
Yard, Currently about 13,000 workers are employed at existing
businesses in the Yard, but this is projected to increase to around
30,000 over the next feBw vearS.............weghan Scholz, an
environmental engineer for SEPTA, became a one-day champion
on the TV quiz show “Jeopardy™ last month. A resident of Bristal,
she won about $27,000 before being defeated the next dayv.

SEPTA
REGIONAL
RAIL

SEPTA offered free transportation to Transportation
Security officers who were not being paid durdog the parlial
povernment shutdown in January, but were still required to repord
for work at the Airport. The free fides were given on afl modes but
were especially wvaluable to uniformed TSA employvees who
normally ride the Airport Line to and from work....
Free rides on the Broad Street Line also were offered frnm NI{L:
station o homeward-bound fans afler recent Eagles and Thers
games, in cooperation with varipus sponsors such as the Dunkin’
coftee shop chain and Jefferson Health.

RAILROAD
DIVISION

SEPTA bepan weckend fare inspections at Jefferson
Station on Saturdav, January 12. and at 30"™ Strect on February 2.
This follows up the start of weekend inspections at Suburban
Station in November (see January Cinders)... v A% it
has done in past years SEPTA will offer redus:ed uduussmn thkCI"-
to the Philadelphia Flower Show March 2-10 at the Convention
Center. Discounted tickets also were available for the
Philadelphia Auto Show at the Convention Center this montl,

Many Paoli-Thorndale  riders were late 1o their
destinations_on_the Martin Luther King, JIr. holiday. Monday,

January 21, b

A broken rail on #1 track jost east of Exton station
forced a single-track operation between Frazer and Thomdale from
7:30 AM until about 130 PM. A total of 17 SEPTA trains were
annulled and another 16 delayved anywhere from six mimwes Lo an
hour. Several AMTRAK trains also were delayed...

A transformer fire near the old “Arsenal™ wower suu:h 01" Unn ersm'
City station was reported around 6:30 PM on Thursday, Janvary
17. At 7:20 the Philadelphia Fire Department tequested that
SEPTA halt service on the Airport, Media-Elwyn and Wilmington
lines. Buses were ordered for two trains but rail service resumed al
7:45. Two trains had to be annulled and eight others were delayed.

Severe cold weather accompanied by snow and i¢e
disrupted many travel plans during the last week of January.
Regional Rail riders suffered delays and cancellations, especially
on the Paoli-Thomdale, Witmington-Newark, Airporl and West

{Continued on Page 4}
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Trenton lines. On Wednesday moming the 30" alter a fight
snowfal], four Cynwyd trains had to be annulled due to a frozen
switch al AMTRAK s “Paxon™ interlocking in West Philadelphia.
That afternoon about 5 PM a catenary wire on #1 track came down
west of Frazer on the Hardsburg mainline, forcing at least cight
Thorndale and Malvern trains to be annulled. Early in the evening
a few trains got through to Malvern, with bus service provided
beyond to Exton, Downingtown and Thorndale. Then, around 630
another catenary failure oceurred on track #1 ncar Strafford,
forcing al] inbound trains fo0 use ¥2. The track near Frazer was
reopened about 7:40, but not before two eastbound Amtrak trains
were defaved more than an hour due to the single-track operation
necessary while #1 was out of service. The first inbound SEPTA
train was #392, which left Malvern at 8:02 PM. The first outhound
to Thomdale was #581, depanting Suburban Station at 8:30 PM.
West Trenton service also was running up to 30 minutes late
because of signal problems.  System on-time performance for
Wednesday still manaped 1o reach 82 percent.

{Continued from Page 3)

Earlv on Thursday moming the 31" the mereury sank

AMTRAK

The headline in the January 23 Jaguirer said it all: “End
Nears for AMTRAK's 30" St Flipboard.” So, afier months of
controversy (see January Cindery and previous issues), the famous
Solari train information board went into the history books. Ower
the weekend of Jannary 26-27 an Amirak crew took down the old
board, notable for its spinning, clattering letters and numbers, 10
make room for a new more visible digital board.  On its last day a
big “Farewel]l Philadelphia” message was posied at the bottom of
the almost-d0-year-old board, which was sill operating an an
ohzolete Microsoft system all these years later, 1t will be moved
intact to the Railroad Museum of Peonnsylvania in Strasburg,
There has heen some wvapue talk that the old Solari might be
updated or a similar split-flap display board installed at 309 Street
at some future date, but that appears o be a long shet.  For the
time being a temporary digital board has been set up behind the
information counter,

:Rl-’E’i‘j__q"z_ii:E!;rrglz.l new fleet of single-level cars 1o replace the 40-
year-old Amflleet T cars, These aging Budd-built cars are used

to an official 3 degrees in the city. a record low for the date, thanks
to a so-called *polar vortex™ that had descended on the Midwest
and Northeast. SEPTA staffed up its Emergency Command Center
to help deal with the weather issues. Rule F-S1 speed restrictions
were imposed due {o the extreme cold.  Service on both the
Wilmington-Newark and Airport lines was suspended for a time
during the moming rush beeause of switch failures at AMTRAK's
“Phil” interlocking.  The Wesl Trenton line again had signai
problems, resulting in train delays of 30 minutes or more. Broken
rails had to be repaired north of Woodbourne, at the Airport and
outside the porth tunnel portal in cenler city.  System on-time
performance fell 1o 73 percent, and there were 22 train annulments.
Trolley service into center city was suspended for a time in the
morning due to disabled cars in the tunnel and service was diverted
to the 40" Street subway station, Riders on the Broad Street and
Market-Frankford Lines encountered delays because of the [rigid
weather. SEPTA said thal it stored some Broad Street trains in the
subway tunnel instead of in Fern Rock yard. The high during the
day was 18 degrees in Philadelphia, and even less in the suburbs.

The temperature eatty Friday moming, February |. was
not quite as harsh, falling to “only” 12 deprees in the city. Less
than an inch of “nuisence” snow fell on Philadelphia and the
northern  suburbs during the day, with no serious effect on transil
operations despile a high of just 18 degrees. Skip-stap service on
the Market-Frank{ord Line was eliminated for the day. But the big
freeze did take its toll on some Regional Rail equipment, with car
shortages reported during both the Thursday and Friday rush hours,
Passengers were aleried that some trains would be two cars short
of normal consists, A warmup was promised over the next few
days in what has been a winter with widely varying conditions.

Work on the $178-millien project to cxlend Media-
Elwvn service to a new stalion at Wawa conlinued lasi month,
Much of the long-disused land around the Wawa station area is
being cleared, and SEPTA plans to demaolish the old Pennsy bridge
over 1S, Route | just beyond the station site. At Cinders
presstime, that removal was planned for the weekend of February

2-11. with all highway traffic 1o be detoured arpund the arca.

primarily on the Mortheast Corridor and adjacent state-supported
roules such as the Empire Service, Keystone Service, Adirondack,
Pennsylvanian, Carolinian and other traing. The RFP refers ta 75
“traingels” or their individoal milear equivalents, which would
evenlually replace the existing fleet of 470 Amtleet I's and former
Metroliver cab cars.  Amtrak sald that the new equipment will
include many amenities such as large picmre windows, better
seating, new restroom designs and improved climate control.  The
new cars are part of a plan “to upgrade and enhanee the passenger
experience, complementing other onboard and in-station initiatives
including acquiring new, modern locomotives and Acela trainsets;
ongoing improvements at New York Penn Station; opening the
new Moynihan Train Hall in New York; and further development
of stations in Chicago, Washington, Baltimore and Philadelphia.”
The Siemens-built Charper locomotives are due 1o start arriving in
2021 but there is no tentative date mentioned for the new cars.

With last month’s elosure of the AMTRAK reservation
call center in Riverside, CA, about ong in fiv 50 displaced

in Philadelphia, At least that was the report published in a West
Coast newspaper and has not been confirmed by Amirak
...................... AMTRAK was forced to cancel a number of trains
due to bad weather over the weekend of January 19 and 20, On the
Corridor five Acelas and six Repional trains were annulled on
Sunday between New York and Boston. The Philadelphia arca
suffered only minor problems with light snow lollowed by rain,
but six Keystone trains as well as the Pennsylvanian were
canceled in both directions on Sunday.

{Continued on Page 3)
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TRANSPCRTATION

As promised, NJ TRANSIT trains continued to roll past
the original January | deadline for installing Paositive Train Control
(PTC), the Federal Railrpad Administration apparently satisfied
with MJTs progress toward adopting the new gystem. But there
was one major downside to the PTC effort: the reapening of the
Atlantic City Line was pushed back to the second quarter of this
vear, Such a delay could mean thal passengers will be unable 1o
tide a train between Philadelphia and the shore resort before June,
a full mine-month hiarus in the service.  Obviously, NIT is
extending the 25-percent fare discount for displaced rail passengers
who now are forced 1o ride buses. (The Princeton branch “Dinky™
also will continue to be operated with shuttle buses.) All of the
ACL cars and locomotives, as well as crews, have been reassigned
te busier lines in Nonh Jersey, MNJT officials, as well as Governor
Murphy, have laid part of the blame for the delay in ACL service
restoration on the Federal government shutdown, which resulted in
the furloughing of some FRA staff.

(Continued from Page 4}

acting president of the LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD. 1o head iis
il operations.  With the title of senior vice president & general
manager, Kenny brings with him nearly 50 years of experience in
the railroad industry. He will be charged with improving the much
tarnished reputation of NIT s commuter rail services, which has
steadily worsened over the past few years duc to many factors,
The slow installation of PTC is only one of those factors
wreereensieerenn NI T5 efforis to remedy its long-running shortage of
locomotive engineets seem o be bearing fruit. Last month thers
were more than 100 irainees leaming to become cngineets,
selected from about 4,000 applicants. Mew Jersey recently lifted
the requirement that MJ7T operating personnel be residents of the
Stale, with out-of-state candidates now being eligible for
employment,

As of the end of January the six AEM-T7 electric
locomotives and one ALP-44 leased from SEPTA had not turmed a
wheel in NJT service. Instcad, they remained parked at the
MMormsville maintenance facility (see January Cimders). Some
observers claim that the units were leased—at 3230 a day each—
for the sole purpose of increasing NJT's percentage of PTC-
equipped locometives as reported to the FRA. The shortage of
PTC equipment also has resulted in the highly unusual sight of cab
control cars running fn front of locomotives on a few NJT trains,
because the cab ears were PTC-equipped while the locomotives on
those trains were not.  (The front-leading cars were closed to
passengers,) At the end of December MIT reported that it had PTC
equipment installed on 282 locomotives and cab cars, but about
150 other engines and cab cars still needed the equipment.

PATCO is celebrating its 50" anniversary this year and
is issuing tickets imprinted with an anniversary togo. The first
regular PATCO train ran from Lindenwold to Philadelphia on
February 15, 1969. Special events commemorating the event will
be siaped this February 15 from 7 to 9 AM at all stations, The
special logo will appear on onc-way and round-trip tickets issued
through the end of this year but will not be found on the Freedom
Farc smartcards. Chapter Member Bill Vigrass was there al the
start of serviee, and has written cxtensively about PATCO and its
devclopment, You will find an interesting piece by Bill on Page &
of this issue of Cérders. He retired from PATCO as assistant
general manager in 1988, Interestingly, the Budd-built cars that
began scrvice in 1969 are still running, having been recently
rebuilt by Alstom.

Both CSX and NORFOLK SOUTHERN have reported
higher revenues and improved operations in the full year of 2018
as compared with the previous year, Their operating ratios which
measure efficiency also rcached historic lows, 60.3 percent [or
CSX and 65.4 percent for NS, (The operating ratio represents the
percentage of operating revenues consumed by operating
expenses.) CSX reported revenues of $12.25 billion for the year,
a seven-percent increase over 2017, vielding net income of 53,3
billion, while NS reported revenues in 2018 of $11.5 billien, up by
nine percent over the previous year, and net income of §4 hillion.
Bath roads attributed their pood performances, at least in part, 1o
the adoption of the operaling practices kmown as Preeision
Scheduled Railroading (PSR).  But traffic volume on CSX
increased only 1.5 percent from 2017, mostly due lo & cuthack in
its intermodal system. NS traffic increased about four percent.

CSX Exceutive Vice President Mark Wallace offered
an_extremely positive view of the contoversial PSR syslem

went so far as to say that C3X has gone “from worst to first” in
just 20 months as compared with other Class I railroads. Increased
average train velocity, decreased terminal dwell time, the storing
of 1,000 locomotives, the closing of several shops and hump yards
and elimination of some marginally profitable intermodal services
all contributed to the effort. The results, he suggested, have shown
“that scheduled railroading can work on a scale that naysayers said
was not possible.” Some, however, have questioned the long-lerm
viability of PSR, asserting that it will mainly result in higher
profits for investors. Indeed, last month CSX announced that it
will spend 85 billion in a share buyback plan (Trains).

NS meanwhile is moving forward with its gwn plan to
boost elficiency_and profitability.  The railroad is regaining its
“pperational mojo,” as Trains Magazine put it, with improvements
in several operating metrics such as averape train speed, terminal
dwell time and the number of cars on line. More than 300
locomotives have been stored and 100 leased units retumed. A
1otal of 124 surplus units reportedly have been offered for sale (sce
list on Page 6 of this issue of Cinders), A consultant, Michael
Farrell, has been hired as senior vice president of transportation,
Like C8X, N8 is wrving to simplify itz intermodal network by
dropping some low-profit and short-haul services. NS also will
stop accepling wheeled trailers in ten long-haul lanes. Trailers
cannot be stacked and therefore occupy more space on trains and
in terminals.
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‘Ready for the Roundhouse’ fundraiser will
restore 5 locomotives at Railroad Museum of PA

Five former Pennsylvania Railroad steam locomotives
will receive a full cosmetic restoration at the Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania, as the result of & successful fundraising drive.
Following their restoration they will be placed on display in a
traditionally-designed $6.1-million roundhouse 1o be built at the
Strasburg museum site. Groundbreaking for the roundhouse, to be
paid for by the State, is anticipated later this vear.

The engines to be restored are:

L1s #3520
Bosh #1670
Kds #3750
MI1b #6735
H10s #7688

All of these locomotives were preserved by the PRR
during the 1950°s and cventually donated to the museum. They
have been stored outdoors since their arrival there in the late
196(Fs, but afier restoration will be displayed in the new climate-
controlled roundhouse along with already-restored Efs #460, The
roundhouse will be aceessed from a 1928-vintage turntable already
onsite,

Begun in late 2016, the “Ready for the Roundhounse™
campaign had set $250,000 as its poal, with the nonprofit Friends
of the Railroad Museum taking the lead in the effort. The largest
single donation of $50,000 came from the PRRT&HS.
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On January 23, 1955, Philadelphia Chapter operaied a reafly
rare mifeage excursion with the Reading Railroad's Crugader
equipntent. The trip covered, among other lines, the Plymouth
Braneh  between  Oreland and  Conshohocken, and  the
Wilmingion & Nerthern. The trip was lfmited to 225 passengers
and tickets cost 34.75 each, and meals in the dining car were
32.75. Following the trip, NRHS National Secretary (and
Philadelphia Chapter Member James 5. Myers wrote a letter to
the Reading, which they published in their March, 1955
magazine, A report on the trip was documented in @ CINDERS
article sometime in the 1990%. Tickets for such an excursion
today conld be anctioned for hundreds of dolars!

Norfolk Southern Cleaning House

Since it began to embrace some “Precision Scheduled
Railroading™ operating practices during 2013, MNorfolk Southemn
has retumned most of the locomotives it had on short term lease,
and has more than 500 of its own units currently in storage.

NS has announced it will

— m be selling off 124 locomotives,

— including all 48 remaining EMD
NORFOLK SD6E0"s, all SD6OM's, 21 SD60Is
SOUTHERN and two MP15E's

The road numbers are as follows:

MP15E"s: 2363, 2367

SD60's: 6548, 6587, 6597, 6604, 6626, GO2E, 6629,
6630, 6635, 6643, 6647, 6643, 6649, 6631, 6652, 6655, 6633,
6659, 6660, 6661, 6662, 6663, G669, 6670, 6671, 6673, 6674,
6677, 6691, 6692, 6694, 6608, 6700, 6702-6716

SD60I"s: 6728, 6732, H744-6762

SDe0M’s 6763-6815,

Important Phone Numbers
CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
should be used to report suspicious sightings, emergencies or
other conditions alfecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, ete,

AMTRAK 800-331-0008
CSX 800-232-0144
CONRAIL Shared Assets B00-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT (NJ onky) 800-242-0236
NORFOLK SOUTHERN 800-453-2530
PATCO Transit 856-963-7995
SEFTA 215-580-8111

Members may wish to photocopy and or clip this
notice and keep a copy in your wallet as you are out watching
irains. Remember: SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!

Prototype data for a dependency
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& rule For ypeos eheien scola. Ax o doubfe check,
sath ef 1ha wight sides of the Luilding & 3
fent wide and the afrocture atands 1372 high

I T

Chapter Member Kevin Feeney has provided CINDERS with a
short iffustration af the “comfort facility” located at Newtown,
Bucks County on the Reading’s Newtown Branch, taken from
the February, 1963 issue of MODEL RAILROADER Magazine.
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Saturday, Febroary 9, 2019:
Monthly open house at Rockledge Model

Railroad Museumn, 323 Montgomery
Avenye  (corner  Sylvania  Avenue).
Rockledge, PA  19046-4233, Hours 12

Moon to 3 PM. Further information on this
developing model railroad  atteaction  at
website: www.rockledgemmm ora,

Tuesday, February 12: Repular
monthly meeling of Hamisburg Chapter,
NRHS, Hoss's Restaurant, 743 Wertzville
Road, Enola, PA. Optional dinner at Hoss™s,
5 PM, meeting and program start at 7 Ph.

Saturday__and  Sunday, Febroary 16 & 17:
Greenberg's Toy & Train Show, Chase Center on the Riverfront,
815 Justison Street, Wilmington, DE, [0 AM to 4 PM both days.
Free parking. Admission: $10 adults Saturday and 39 adulis
Sunday. Children 11 and under free, without a ticket. Discounted
tickets available online at www trainshow.com/delaware.

Thursday, February 21; Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter. NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regional
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program information unknown
gt pressiime,

Monday, Febroary 25;  Regular monthly meeting of
West Jersey Chapter, NRHS at Haddon Heights Borough Hall, 623
Station Avenue, Haddon Heights, NI 08033, 7:30 PM. Member
Photo Night — digital andfor slides, Bring 35 of your images to
share, Digital images on a Flash Drive or CIVDVD, your slides
are welcome, too. Flease notify Chapter President Dave Homer at
homer d338G@email.com if you intend to participate.

Saturdav, March 2: 33" Annual Railroad Show &
Collectors Market, sponsoted by Harrisburg Chapter, NEHS at L
W, Abel Union Hall (Steelworkers Union), 200 Gibson Street,
Steelton, PA, 9 AM to 3 PM. Donation at the door: $5.00, with
children under 12 frec. Slide program on Harrisburg area railroads

al 11 AM. Railroadiana, model railroad items, train layouts, Food
available on site. Information: www harrisburgnrhs.gro.

Sunday, March 3;: Annual Jersey Central Chaper,
MEHS Train Show at Mother Seton High School, 1 Valley Road,
Clark, NJ (Garden State Parkway Exit 135 at Clark Cirele}, 9 AM
o 3 PM. AdmissionL: $5.00 per person, kids under 12 Free. Free
Parking and Door Prizes. Breakfast and Lunch available on site.
All kinds of railroadiana collectibles and model trains for sale. For
information, telephone 908-272-3210.

Friday, March 8: Repular monthly meeting of
Anthracite Railroads Historical Society, at the ex-Reading Railroad
Qaukertown railroad station, 15 Front Street, Quakertown, PA
18951. Meeting begins at 7:30 PM. Program will feature popular
rail historian Mike Bednar on his meany railroad cxperiences.
Specific title of program not available at presstime.

Thorsday, March 21: Repular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkms Park Regional
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room}, 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. If continuing technical
problems can be overcome, Jim Brazel may be able to provide
some vintage black-and-white movie films.

NJ’s Liberty State Park Marks
(\] “Blue Comet” Day February 23
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Liberty State Park, based in the old Jersey Central
Terminal in Jersey City, NJ has announced “CNJ Blue Comet
Day” at the former CNI Terminal on Saturday, February 23, 2019
There will be a whole host of programs to mark the 90"
anniversary of the inaupural of the famed train, which operated
between Jersey City and Atlantic City. The train’s inaugural trip
was on February 21, 1929 and its final journey took place on
September 27, 1941,

From 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM, “All Aboard”, a
children’s program which will include a discussion and a train
crafl. This program will be appropriate for ages 5 to 10 years old.
Pre-registration is required and all children must be accompanied
by an adult for the duration of the program.

From 10:45 to 11:15, Anthony Puzzilla, author of New
Jersey Central’s Blue Comet, will speak about the February 21,
1929 inaugural run of the famed train and be available for a Q&A
session. Copies of his book will be available for purchase.

From 11:330 AM o 12:15 PM, Frank T. Reilly.
President of the CNJ Historical Society and author of The Blue
Comet: Tts Exciting History and First Person Accounts, will
showease a PowerPoint prescntation about the iconic train.

From 12:30 to 1:15, veterans of the CNJ will speak
about their many years of experience working for the railroad, and
then will be available to snswer questions,

At 1:30 PM, Robert A. Emmons, Jr.'s 20-minute
documentary, “Deluxe: The Tale of the Blue Comet™, will be
shown in the Blue Comet Auditorium. The film will end at 3:00.

For additional information and any registration, contact
the Nature Interpretive Center at 201-315-3400, extension 202 or
E-mail: LSPNatureCenter@dep.nj.gov for more information.
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The cab signal systern was niot yet accepled so a
PATCO Inuugur:d:iun 1969 manual block system was used with operations supervisors on

by J. William Vigrass

The 50" amniversary of PATCO's Inauguration
deserves a first person’s report, some which I ean provide. T began
my employment on August 5, 1968 at PATCO Employee #0048-
Supervisor of Traffic and Planning in charge of fare collection and
stations. [ took part in planning for operations, in particular, the
Mation’s first unattended self-service fare collection system.

PATCO’s initial stalf came from a variety of sources,
some tatlroad, some from other transit systems, some from military
and in one case from police and | {from transportation research.
Experience was combined to creatc a new PATCO Book af Rules
as well as a thick binder full of examples of problems and how to
approach and selve them. Safety of passengers and employees was
emphasized.

The first step was to shul down the Camden Bridge
Line operated by SEPTA, on December 28, 1968, All 26 Bridge
cars were brought to Camden by SEPTA and forwarded to
Lindenwold by PATCO staff. 1 rode one such train and was able
to motor it for part of the way. This allowed the signal contractor
to begin to remove the subway-style signals and remove them with
railroad-type cab signals with speed control.

PATCO decided to initale service as soon as
practicable between Lindenwold and Camden o provide real
experience for Train Attendants (as Lhey were initially called).
Ernough cars had been accepled to allow a 12-minute headway with
twa-car trains between Kitkwood station and Camden-City Hall,
The line had been known during planning and construction as the
Kirkwaood Line because its terminal is on the site of the former
Penmsvlvania-Reading Seashore Lines station of that name. I was
not unti] the Mayor of Lindenwold Borough contacted DRPA and
pointed out that Kirkwood was within Lindenwold Borough that
the name was changed (o Lindenwold station and the line itsell
became the Lindenwold Line,

PATCO management decided to open on a Saturday as
it would be less busy than a weekday and would be followed by
Sunday of even less riding. This would allow fower problems and
more time o solve any that did appear. Therefore, on Saturday,
January 4, 1969, PATCO began operation at 6:00, start of a
weekday schedule between Kirkwood station and Camden City
Hall. PATCO and a few DRPA officials were on hand along with
some local press, local residents cager to experience the new mode
of travel, and some railfans anxious to ride a “first” trip.
Superintendent of Transportation Robert 5. Korach's young
daughter Marcia used a huge key to open the door of the first train.
This was pictured in local papers. The first train reporsedly left on
time to hepgin what was @ test and training operation camying
payving passengers. The 6 AM to 10 PM schedule allowed the
signal contractor a full eight-hour shift (10 PM to 6 AM) to install
and check out the new sysiem. Operation was under manual
control with speed limited to 50 mph.

Fare collection was makeshift using borrowed SEPTA
portable fareboxes to collect 40 cents cash per ride. Nik-o-lok
Corp. installed change makers which were loaded and serviced by
Brinks. PATCO hired Kelly Labor Division personnel to be
station attendants, A rtelited Army mess sergeant provided
compelent supervision for Kelly, Tt worked.

several station platforms scting as block operators. This is an early
example of PATCO using some railroad practices along with rapid
iransit and in & few cases, light rail practices with its single-car
operation at times of light traffic. PATCO is unique. This has
allowed PATCO 1o be more efficient than most of its
COMCIMpOTaries.

BATCO fare collection persons and maintainers gained
experience as Cubic Western Tata installed its automatic fare
collection self-service system, Use of SEPTA fare boxes ended,
but Kelly people in their red vests were relained io help new nders
use the system. This practice continues from time 1o fime to this
day.

The cab signal system became operational but was used
only in an advisory way at first, with manual block still enforced.
It became used as imlended with Philadelphia service, Later in
January PATCO began to operate six-car trains through to 16"
Street, but carried passengers only as far as Camden. This was to
provide Train Attendants experience handling trains under manual
control on the Ben Franklin Bridge’s various grades and curves.

In due coume enough cars had been accepted to
consider opening through interstate service to Philadelphia,
Saturday, September 15 was the date selected. PATCO Equipment
Department staff, consultanis o DRPA, car builder Budd
Company and suppliers General Electric (propulsion) and
WABCO (brakes) all worked diligently to make enoupgh cars
avajlable to initiate service, Therelore, prior to 6 AM September
15 a small group of PATCO and DRPA officials. PATCO staff,
local press and others with an interest in the event gathered on the
platform at Lindenwold. Promptly at 6 AM the first train was
dispatched on its way 1o Philadelphia where it arrived 22-12
minutes later. Haddonfeld to Ashland, 3.29 miles, was covered in
three minutes flat, the first mile-a-mimwe fransit service in the
United States, Keep in mind that top speed at that time was 75
miles per hour and there was no Wooderast siation.

The first business day was Monday, Scplember 17
when about 18,000 rides were handled. PATCO was off to a pood
starl. Ridership rose to over 26,000 by midyear, surpassing
SEPTA’s Paoli Main Line Local at the time. By its third year,
ridership leveled off at abou 40,000,
successiul part of its region.

PATCO had become a




