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SEPTA Electrics to NJT Following
Gel Train Service, “Farewell Trip”

f4s SEPTA’s ACSH64 electric locomotives #901-915 were all
placed in revenue service by the Authority during 2018, former
SEPTA Employee and Chapter Member Harry Gerforth has
provided CINDERS with a thumbnail skeick on the history of
AEM-7's #2303-2307 and ALP-44 #2308 in Regional Rail
service. It follows this summary of their recent weeks of activity.)

Following an autumn scason featuring a rather frantic
period of video activity around the SEPTA system, the AEM-7
glecirics (and the lone ALP-44) made “last run™ type revenue
appearances, followed by assignment on the nightly “Gel™ trains
during the slippery rail season. Most of these appearances were on
three Paoli-Thorndale trips and two West Trenton trips.

When all of the push-pull assipnments were covered by
the new Siemens units, the rumor mill churned for a couple of
weeks that the SEPTA electries were not done and would be going
to ™I Transit. On the night of December 23, this became fact as
AEM-T7s #2301, 2303-2307 and ALP-44 #2308, all sctive, were
dispatched from Frazer to NJ Transit’s Mormisville, PA vard near
Midnipht. Only AEM-7 #2302, out of service for quite some time
and cannibalized for parts, did not make the move.,

With the movement of these units to NJT, new rumors
arose: would these locomotives see active service on NJT, or were
they simply in place to raise the percentage of units NJT had on the
properly that were PTC equipped. As the calendar turned o
January, this remained to be seen.

Priot to their movement to NJT, SEPTA staffers hastily
put together a quick “farewell” round-trip betwecn Paoli and
Suburban Station on Samrday, Deeember 1 to allow the rail
enthusiast community one last opportunity to say “good-bye™ to

(Continued on Page 7)

Meeting Cancellation Notice

In the event of an extreme weather or
transportation emergency on a Philadelphia Chapter meeting
date, Chapter afficers will make a decision on whether to
hold the meeting as scheduled, If questionable circumstances
arise, members should telephone 215-947-5769 after 12 Noon
on the day of the mmirfg Jor recorded advisory, Thank you.

Meeting Notice

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17,2019

SEPTA Flkins Park Regional Rail Station, Elkins Central
Meeting Yeoue, 7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027.
PLEASE USE THE SPRING AVENUE ENTRANCE TO THE
Y“ELKINS CENTRAL" MEETING ROOM. PLEASE DO
NOT USE THE TRACKSIDE ENTRANCE, THANK YOU!!

MEETING START TIME: 7:00 PM

Happy New Year!! At our meeting on Thursday, Japuary 17,
2019 we will have a PowerPoint presentation by Chapter Member
Drale W, Woodland, who we've seen many times previously.

Dale will present Here Comes the Circus, featuring Dale's
coverage of the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey circus trains
between 1981 and 2017. A majority of the photographs were taken
in southeastern Pennsylvania, along with images from Maryland,
MNew York and upstate Pennsylvania. The sad end of the last train
is included alonp with a bricf history of cireus irains as an
introduction.

This unusual apd interesting program will begin the 2015 meeting
year, and will provide coverage of an colorful and interesting
operation which folded during 2018, Dan’t miss it!!

The Chapter has several programs under consideration for the
coming year, and these should be finalized by next issue. We do
know that Richard 8. Short’s vintape slide program, postponed
from November 15, 2018, will be screened on May 16, 2018.
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Kenton Forrest Passes Away at 74;
Well-Known Colorado Rail Historian

Kenton H. Foerest, a founding member of the NRHS's
Intermountain Chapter, based in Denver, CO, passed away in late
September, according to the Intermountain News, that NRHS
chapter’s bi-monthly newslotter,

Forrest was born in Florida, and moved 10 Denver in

1952, graduating from Alameda High School and the University of

Northern Colorade, headquartered in Greeley, CO. He spent a 30-
vear carcer teaching science at Dunston Middle School in
Lakewood. CO.

A true rail historian, Kenton spent his retircment
volunteering as the Curator of Collections at the Colorado Railroad
Museum in Golden. During this period, he authored and co-
authored several books on trains, trolleys and Colorado history.
Me also served as a volunteer conductor on the famed Ric Grande
8ki Train.

He is survived by his brother, Joel, and a sister,
Shannon Curry. A Celebration of Life was held on October 25 at
the Colorade Railroad Museum. This larger-than-life, jovial
individual will cerlainly be missed.

If your Cinders Arrives in Damaged Condition |

I your Cinders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor Larry Eastwood at 215-947-5769 or
agreslower@comeailoet and a replacement copy will be
promptly sent o you. The incidence of damage has heen
virtually climinated through the use of envelopes for mailing
each issuc, although there is an additional cost invalved.

Happy New Year 2019!!
Have You Renewed for This Year??

The Year 2019 is here, and the Chapter hopes you've
renewed your membership for 2019, At the end of December, 54
out of 2 tetal of 221 Chapter members® dues remain unpaid for the
current year. It is hoped that many of these payments are currently
enroule to the Chapter at its Philadelphia post office box address,
Dues remain the same, at $20.00 per member, plus any additional
contribution 10 Chapter overhead expenses vou may wish to make.

In our other two categories, 27 of 40 “Additional
Chapter™ members are renewed for 2019, and 27 of 36
Philadelphia Railfriends have kicked in support for the Chapter.

Flease take a moment and make sure we have you on
board so there is no interruption to your Cinders mailings in the
eoming vear.

Elkins Parh’'s Crechside
Food Co-op Closes Its Doors

The Creekside Food Co-op, closeby the SEPTA Elkins
Park Regional Rail station, site of Philadelphia Chapter’s monthly
meetings. suddenly closed its doors on Saturday, December 22,
2018, The closing and the reasons for same were extensively
detailed in a Philedelphia Inguirer article on December 21,

Creekside was created in 2012 afler the famed
Ashbourne Market closed its doors in 2002, The food
cooperalive’s sales were not generating e¢nough funds 10 pay
employee wages, as well as maintaining s sufficient inventory to
attract a wider clientele.

The Co-Op was created in an attempt to anchor a few
other BYOB restaurants and bowtigue shops in the community
surrounding the Elkins Park station. Numerous Chapter members
would stop in to Creekside before monthly meetings to purchase
their dinners, which ranged from prepared foods and sandwiches.

Some members had been going to Alexandet’s
restaurant, which opened at 5 PM on our meeting night, but the
service at that locale, in spite of quality of food, was found to
lacking and the staff there had no credit card capability at this
Chapler's December 13 meeling, and costomers were asked 1o
refurn the next day to pay their bills. No manual eredit card
machine was availahle, either,

It is unknown what will become of Creelside, but
members coming to the January 17 meeting should be aware tha
alternatives are Timited at the present time.
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ensus Bureau surve
habits have changed in some Philadelphia neighborhoods over the

hows that commuting

past seven years. The Ingwirer reports that the use of subway and
el service increased in areas such as West Philadelphia, but bus
usage declined in others.  Surprisingly, commuting by private
automobile increased in certain low-income neighborhoods like
TiegaNicetown, in spitc of the availability of good public transit
service.  Bus ridership systemwide dropped stgmificantly, with a
decline noted in most of the ¢ity’s 57 neighborhoods, Overall,
transit patrunage dropped by four percent while bicycling and ride-
sharing {¢.g. Uber) have grown. *T think this shows the real need
to transform bus service in Philadelphia,” said Chris Puchalsky,
dircctor of policy for the city's Office of Transporiation,
Infrasiructure & Sustainability. Thal effort is already underway in
whal may be a two or three-year project o restruciure SEPTA's
bus system (see July Cinders). One intcresting statistic is that
close to 4 percent of cily workers leave Philadelphia to get 1o
their jobs in suburbia,

Kev turnstiles and handicapped gates were placed in
service on Janvary 7 tor Norristown High Speed Line riders at the
69™ Street and Nomistown Transporiation Centers. This is part of

SEPTA’s plan to stage the expansion of its Rfm clectronic fare
collection system.....................5EPTA has been awarded a

$15-million “BUILD" prant from the U.S. Depariment of
Transportation for infrastructure improvements at the 30™ Street
station on the Market-Frankford Line. The $38-million project is
currently in final design and will include new elevators, escalators,
glass headhouse and other improvements. These BUILD funds
will supplement the $21 million from SEPTA and $2 million from
Brandywine Realty Trust, a principal in the nearby Schuylkill
Yards development project. “BUILD™ stands for the U.S. DOT s
“Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development™ program,
replacing the former TIGER gramts  for  infrastructure
improvements.

A massive fire in a paper recycling plant on 49™ Sreet
in_Southwest Philadelphia on the evening of Sunday, December
23. caused a stoppage of Route 36 trolley service. The line had to
be bused for a time, but AMTRAK and SEPTA’s Wilrnington
trains on the nearby Corridor were not affected...................

Market-Frankford subway service was disrupted around 7:30 M
on Sunday, December 9, when & man was killed after jumping in
front of a westbound train at the 11% Street station. Single-track
operation caused numerous service delays.

SEPTA REGIONAL RAIL

With less than a week’s notice SEPTA operated a

“Farewell to the AEM-T7 Tocomotives” special on a sunny
Saturday. December 1. The six-car special ran from Paoli to
Suburban Station and return with ALP-34 #2308 an the east end
and AEM-7 #2301 on the west end, so that 2301 was leading on
the westbound run. The consist was as follows: ALP-44 #2308,
push-pull cars 2550, 2503, 2513, 2553, 2557, 2522 and AEM.-7
#2301. A sign on the front end of #2308 read “1996-2018" and on
the front of #2301 “1987-2018,” reflecting the vears they were
built........ovveinen As documented in a separate article in this
1ssue of Cinders, six AEM-7's (#2302 not included) plus ALP-44
#2308 were run in a special train from Frazer vard to NJ
TRANSIT's Morrisville maintenance facility on Sunday night,
Drecember 23. AEM-7 #2303 led the extra train, SEPTA is leasing
the units to NJT, evidently to be used as cab cars on regular trains,
The units already arc equipped with Positive Train Control (PTC)
equipment, which NIT needs in order to comply with Federal PTC
regulations now in effect.

A new Claymont commuler rail station is being planned
by Delaware Transit on the site of the abandoned Claymaont Sieel
plant on the Pennsylvanig-Delaware state line,. Commercial
Development Corp. has razed the old plant and denated 15.5 acres
of the site to DART for construction of a transportalion center,
which would include not only a new rail station but alse B0D
parking spaces. The company hopes this will complement a large
development to be called First State Crossing that includes 3.7
million square fect of office space, warehouses and a large hotel.

{Continued on Page 4)
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The center would replace the inadequate prescol station a mile 1o
the south, which has no heated waiting room and too few parking
spaces for the current 1,200 commuters using SEPTA trains and
DART buses. The State plans to hire a design-build wam this
month to advance the transportation center project,

SEPTA has sold ex-Aleo FA-1 #6135 fo a private
individual in West Vireinia. The ofd unit, built in 1949 for the
Great Northern, later served as a cab control car on the LONG
1SLAND, It was stripped of its prime mover years apo and had
been used by SEPTA as a cab car on the fall foliape gel tmins. 1L
was picked up by C5X on November 14, reporiedly for movement
to Belington, WV........oooveeeeeeee.. The report here last month
that the fare inspection process al center cily stations would be
extended to weekends cffective November 17 was only partly true.
1t actually was begun ondy at Suburban Station, and will take effect
at the other center city stations at a date to be announced.

Two_trespassers were lucky to escape with their lives
last month. Around 9:50 PM on Tuesday, December I8, train
#0260 deadhcading to Roberts yard struck a trespasser just north of
16" Street Junction in North Philadelphia. The person was injured
but pot fatally and within a half hour was removed from the scene
by emergency responders. Three other trains were delaved.
Then, early on the moming of Monday the 24th the crew of
Airport-bound train #403 reporied a man hanging on the rear of the
train al University City station. He was refusing to get off and
attempted to climb onto the roof of the car, Power had to be sht
Jdown until SEPTA police removed the trespasser. The tmin was
delayed for half an hour and four other trains were also held back
due 1o the incident.

AMTRAK
acela

The fate of the now-famous Selari train_information
board at 30" Strect Station has become s cause celebre.
AMTRAK had let it be known that the 45-year-old hoard, known
10 countless travelers for its clattering metal flaps that whirl around
to change the train names and times, would be replaced with a
statc-of-the-art digital board sometime this month. But the Solan,
the last of its kind in Amtrak stations, has a lepion of advocates,
including Jaguirer Architectural Fditor Inga Saffron, who wrote a
lengthy column last month asking why the unigue machine could
not simply be refurbished and updated, backed by a new computer
system. “The split-flap board is part of Amtrak’s hetitage,” she
wrote, Ybut il belongs to Philadelphia too,” Congressman Brendan
Boyle of Philadelphia got so concerned about the board’s fate that
he personally cemtacted Amtrak President Richard Anderson to
press the case for retaining the Solari, and reported that Anderson
“was very receptive” to keeping the board in some form, At this
writing, it still appears likely that the old board will be replaced,
now that the components of a new digital board are on hand at 30°
Street.

for 75 new 4.400-hp diesel locomotives. The |U‘W -emission, fuel-
efficient units will replace some of the 20-vear-old P42°s in long-

distance train service, said Amtrak in its press release. The new
Charger tvpe locomotives will be built at Siemens’ Sacramento
(CA) plant, with defivery to begin in 2021, the same year that the
first of the new Acela trainsets is scheduled 10 amive.......o
The long-defayed trial of ex-AMTRAK Engincer Brian Bostian
now appears to be set for next fall. Bostian was at the controls of
train #1388 when it derailed at high speed on the Frankford curve in
May 2015. Eight people were killed and almost 200 others
injured. He is charged with Involuntary manslaughter, reckless
endangerment and causing a catastrophe.

Several locations along the Northeast Corridor are at
sk of severe flonding as a result of climate chanee, according to a
three-volume report prepared for AMTRAK. Among the areas
having the most significant risk is a ten-mile stretch north of
Wilmington, where the mainline runs close (o the Delaware Biver.
The report recommends the acquisition of temporary flood bartiers
that can be installed prior to a major storm. A climate scientist
studying the problem also told Bloomberg News that cerlain arcas
on the Comidor near New York City and MNew Haven, CT, are
vulnersble to chronic inundation | Trains),

AMTRAK has announced that it will close its Riverside
{CA) reservation center in January, climinating 550 jobs. Some
employees are being offered transfers to the remaining center in
Northeast Philadelphia. Amtrak said that about 90 percent of its
bookings now come online, and that calls to the centers have
declined  substantially over the last five years {Tr.:rr'm}
i AMTRAK bas narrowed its list of le'!ms
Lﬂmpumjc. !clr thL job of master developer to update historic ™
Street Station. Among the four teams is one headed by
Brandywine Realty Trust, which already is involved in the
Schuylkill Yards development project around the station area
wiemenedraing Magazine has named the controversial
lenure oF e’iMTRAK CED Richard Anderson as its #] railroad
stary of 2018,

AMTRAK has erected temporary high-level platforms
along both the eastbound and westbound tracks at Paoli station.
As of December 31, all Amtrak passengers musl use those
platfprms, although SEPTA passengers still board from the old

fow-level platforms.  Meanwhile, the huge Pacli Transportation
Center continees lo nse on the site, and when finished the
permanent high-level center platform will handle all Amtrak
PASSCTIEZErS.

= NS
NORFOLK

soutnern  CSX, NS,

csx OTHER ROADS

TRANSPORTATION

The NI TRANSIT board has approved a $66%-million
order with Canadian builder Bombardier for 113 new bilevel cars,
The order includes an option for an additional 636 cars, with a
possible 250 cars for SEPTA as an add-on to the MJT order. (lo
date SEPTA has made no public announcemenl concerning its
interest in the NIT procurement ) The new cars will be designated
as Multilevel TII's, and will be fully compatible with NIT's
existing Bombardier bilevels. The initial order will include 58
self-propelied power cars—ithe first self-propelled bilevels in the

{Cuntinued on Page 5)
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U.5.—as well as 33 cab cars, 16 (railers and six restroom-equipped
trailers. All cars will feature two-and-two seating. The new cars
will replace all of the 40-year-old Arow 11T MU's, and should
begin entering service in 2023 (Railway Age, Trains).

MNIT will not face a shutdown this month, or any costly
penalties. gver the issue of Positive Train Control (FTC),
Reporiedly, the apency has made sufficient progress in the
installation of PTC to earn an extension from the Federal Railroad
Administration (see October Cinders). By mid-December NJT
had completed installation of PTC equipment on 282 locomotives
and cab cars and wayside hardware on 326 miles of track, along
with extensive employee training, which is enough to qualify for
an extension beyond the original deadline of January 1. For years
NIT seemingly had been dragging its feet on the PTC Program in
spite of the looming deadline. “It's a new day at NJ Transit.” said
Governor Murphy. “We promised the people of New Jersey that
we would start making it right at NJ Transit and this achievement
shows we're doing just that™ NIT expects to have PTC fully
operational uver its entire system by 2020.

As Cinders poes to press. NI TRANSIT had made no
announeement as to when rail service will resurme on the Atlontic
City Line. A pre-Christmas news release merely stated that NJT
15 committed to reopening the line “in early 2019 pending the
review and approval of our recent submission to the [FRA)" At
the same time the agency announced a one-month extension of the
23-pereent discount on bus tickets and passes for displaced rail
PUSSETIEETS. .. es. Governor Murphy last month sigperd
legislation enacting substantial reforms at NJT, which are aimed a
improving service and reliability for commuters, making the
agency mare responsive to its customers and expanding oversight
bath by the public and the Legislature. New positions of customer
advocate and chief ethics officer also are created { Trafms),

relocation will require several years, NS said, as the new
headquarters is being built.  For decades NS and predecessor
Southern Railway have maintained the railroad’s operations center
in Atlanta......................C8X has revemsed a decision by irs
late CEO E. Hunter Harrison, now promising to participate in the
project to raise clearances through the Howard Street tunnel in
Baltimore. The tunnel is CSX's Jast remaining obstacle to moving
double-stack container trains and auto rack traffic directly between
points in the South and Mew Jersey, New York and New England.
The railroad has committed $91 million to the $425-million
project, with State and Federal [unds making up the rest.
Muaryland officials have long pressed for this improvement which
also will allow the Port of Baliimore to handle double-stacked
containers, improving its competitive position.  The track through
Boone tunnel in Darby was recently undercut, raising the
clearances at that point.

Street subway cars and the trolleys used on West Philadelphia
lines. revealed last month that il may exit the transit car business,
Mounting losses were given as the reason. All of the SEPTA cars
are more than 30 years old, but have been relatively trouble-free
uver their service lives. Kawasakl also has built subway cars for

New York and Washington, DC.

A former Baltimore & Ohio |2-wheel parlor car has
been compleiely restored by the STRAS G RATL ROAD, and
was placed in service this past fall. Named the Lynn W.
Moedinger for the railroad’s retiring president, the car was built in
1911 for the B&O. Now outfitted with 24 parlor seats, it is painted
red but with “Baltimere & Ohio™ lettering. Strasbure obtained the
car from the Wanamaker, Kempton & Southemn tourist line in June
1966 in unrestored, gutied condition. Since then, it has been waiting its
turn for resloration by Strasburg's expert shop force, and pow that has
bappened................... STEASBURG has promoted Vice President &
General Manager Craig Lefever to the presidency of the railroad,
succeeding Linn Moedinger. Rick Musser, Ir. was named as chief
mechanival olfices, 2 position also formerly held by Moedinger { Frains).

Union Pacific SD70Ace #4141-
“George W. Bush” Touring System

The locomative that pulled the funcral train for former
President George H. W, Bush will tour the Union Pacific system in
the coming months. The EMD SD70Ace, #4141-George Bush 41,
carrying & special paint scheme modeled after Air Force One and
numbered 4141 for the nation’s 417 president, will tour the system,
putling freight between locations, At major UP terminals the unil
will be displayed for emplovees and their families.

UNION PACIFIC
RAILROAD

UNICN
PACIFIC

*The George Bush 4141 locomotive is wavelling to
various Union Pacific facilities around our network to give
employees an opporiunity to see i firsthand”  railroad
spokeswoman Kristen South confirms. “It was our honor and
privilege to participate in President Bush's final journey, and to
provide an oppormnity [ot Americans to participate in that
expertence. While there may be future public displavs, none are

s e e Bl e ———
planned at this time out of respect for the late president and his
family.

There is ne set schedule for the tour. The presidential
locomotive will be accompanied by UP SD70AH #1943, “The
Spirit”, which is painted to honor U, 8. armed forces. The first
stop was the ex-C&NW Provise Yard near Chicago on December
15, Ohther locations the locomotive will visit on the tour, as
conveyed to railroad employces, include:

Fort Worth, TX

Houston, TX

Kansas City, MO

Los Angeles, CA

Morth Platte, WE

Pine BlufffNorth Litle Rock, AR
Ogden, UT

Portland, OR

Roseville, CA

51, Louis, MO

The 4141 pulled the {uneral train for George H. W.
Bush on December 6, running from Spring to College Station, TX.
Following the luneral, the unit was scnt to Omaha where it was on
display from December 9 to 12.  —Courtesy Richard Werner, Jr.
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Bennett Levin, Norfolk Southern
Rescue NY “Toys for Tots” Special
Bennett Levin, well-known itiend to the rail history

community and charitable causes, rose W the occasion with
cooperation from Norfolk Southern in operating the 2008 Capital

Region Norfolk Southern Toys for Tots Train  between
Binghamton and the Albany area on Saturday, December 1.
After  Amiwk's overbearing  president, Richard

Andetson decided “America’s Railroad” couldn’t be involved in
the eflort, Levin approached NS CEO Jim Squires, who agreed 1o
operate the special train over NS track, with equipment of Levin's
and other privale car operators. To its credit, Amirak did provide

two bupgape cars for the train, which was apparenily operated by
volunteer Amtrak crew personncl.

The sleek-looking train was headed by W8 SD60E’s
#7030 and 7014, followed by PRR EBA's #5711 and 5809 from
Philadelphia’s Juniaia Terminal te the joy of some 40,000 children
in on-line former DT communities such as Bainbridge, Oneonta,
Cobkleskill and Delanson. Marine Corps Reservists provided the
on-train labor to distribute the toys, and support for the operation
came from Dunkin’ Donuts,

This Chapter offers its congratulations to a man who
has operaied trains to Army-Navy pames for wounded veterans.
and who once again, with N&"s Jim Sqoires, that Santa Claus can
ride the rails! Bennett, you are what Christmas is really about.

A “Rare Mileage” Final Ride for George H. W. Bush-41

3

College
Station Y

Union Pacific Locomotive No., 4141

George H.W. Bush Memorial Route

Wellborn )

% BUILDING AMERICA"

Paehurs]

Hufzmith
]

O Spring

The rail route from Spring, Texas, 1o College Station is approvimately 70 mikes long and takes about 2% hours ta traval.

While it has been well documented elsewhere, Union
Pacific Railroad readily demonstrated what a class orpanization the
Corporation is by taking Former President Georpe Herbert Walker
Bush (417 President) on his final ride to his resting place on the
grounds of the Georpe H. W. Bush Presidential Library and
dusewmn at Texas A&M University in College Station, TX.

Following typical military funeral services in
Washington, DC and Houston, TX, Bush’s casket was loaded onto
specially-equipped UP baggape car Councill Bluffs for a final 70-
mile ride from a UP aulo facility in Spring, TX to the Teexas
AdeM campus at College Station,  The train gperated on Dececmber
6.

The train was led on the journey by specially painted
UP EMD 5D70Ace #4141, The 2005-vintage vnit has been stored
at UP"s North Little Rock, AR shops, targeted for this special
assignment, with arrangements having been made as far back as
2009. Bush himself over the years had been involved in the
planning of the trip.

The hand-picked crew on the special were Engineer
June Nobles and Conductor Randy Kuhanek, both US. Navy
veterans like Bush humself, Crowds lined the rowte, even in some
heavy rain to view the historical journey. Union Pacific, you are 1o
be given a full military sabute for a reatly fine operation,
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Tuesdav, Janua B, 2019:
Regular monthly meeting of Harrishurg
Chapter, NRHS, Hoss's Restaurant, 743
Wertzville Road, Enola, PA.  Optional
dinner at Hoss's, 5 PM, business mceting
and program starl at 7 PM. Program will
feature Chapter Member Mark Hoffman
with digital presentation entitled “Looking
Locally” Featuring many different images in
the preater Harrisburg area from 2010 1o the
present day.

Eridav, Japwary 11: Regular monthly mesting of
Anthracite Railroads Historical Society, at the ex-Reading Railroad
Quakertown railroad station, 15 Front Street, Quakerlowm. PA
18951, Meeting begins at 7:30 PM. Program will feature noted
rall photographer Dave Auvgsburger, whose favorite season is
winter. Covered in this show will be the Lehigh Valley Railroad
between Allentown and Lehighton, Don’t miss it!

Saturday, January 12: Monthly open house al
Rockledge Model Railroad Museum, 323 Montgomery Avenue

(comer Sylvania Avenue), Rockledge, PA 19046-4233, Hours 12
Noon to 3 PM. Furher information on this developing model
railroad attraction at website: woww rockledgemm.org.

Thurzdav, January 17: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapler, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Repional
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenuc,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program will feature Member
Dale W. Woodlend with Power Point, Here Comes the Circos,
covering Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey circus train
operations between 1981 and 2018, Mark your calendar now.

Monday, January 28: Regular monthly mecting of
West Jersey Chapter, NRHS at Haddon Heights Borough Hall, 623
Station Avenue, Haddon Heights, NJ, 7:30 PM. Program will
feature Chapter Member Bob Vogel with PowerPoint program
cntitled South Jersey and Beyond. Bob is an outstanding
photographer and this presentation worth a trip across the
Delaware River,

Saturdav, February 2: Super Saturday Streetcar
Special XXV on SEPTA in Philadelphia. Trip departs Elmwood
Depot at 10 AM. Qur annual day-before-the-Super-Bowl trip is
olficially our 25" Super Saturday Streetcar Special! Five-hour
charter departs from Elmwood Depot (at Tsland and Elmwood
Avenues, not far oft [-95) for a five-hour charter, Trip will feature
the mumerous photo stops. Fare: $55 per ticket, limited to 40
tickets sold. These trips always sell out, so order early, Trip
sponsored by Wilminglon Chapter, NRHS/Steve Barry.  Tickets
may be purchased on-line at www.wilmingtonchapteririps.com.

Friday, February 8: Regular monthly meeting of
Anthracite Railroads Historical Society, at the ex-Reading Railroad
Quakertown mailroad station, 15 Front Street, Quakerown, PA
18951. Meeting begins at 7:30 PM. Propram will feature well-
known railroad photographer/author Bob ‘Wilt, who will take a
break from his book projects to provide a program, subject to be
anapuneed.,

Saturday _and  Sunda Febroa 16 & 17:
Greenberg’s Toy & Train Show, Chase Center on the Riverfront,
B15 Justison Street. Wilmington, DE, 10 AM to 4 EM both days,
Free parking, Admission: $10 adults Saturday and $9 adults

Sunday. Children 11 and under free, without a ticket. Discounted
lickets available online at www.irainshow.com/delaware.

Thursday, February 21: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regional
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7-00 PM. Program information unknown
at presstine.

Saturdav. March 2: 33" Annual Railroad Show &
Collectors Market, sponsored by Harrsburg Chapter, NRHS at L
W, Abel Union Hall (Steelworkers Union), 200 Gibson Street,
Steefton, PA, 9 AM to 3 PM. Donation at the door: $3.00, with
children under 12 free. Slide program on Harrisburg area railroads
at 11 AM. Railroadiana, model railroad items, train layouts, Food
available on site. Information: www.harrisburenrhs.org.

Sunday, March 3: Annual Jersev Central Chapter,
MRHSE Train Show at Mother Seton High School, 1 Vallay Road,
Clark, NI {Garden State Parkway Exit 133 al Clark Circle), 9 AM
t 3 PM. Admissionl: $5.00 per person, kids under 12 Free, Free
Parking and Door Prizes. Breakfast and Lunch available on site,
All kinds of railroadiana eollectibles and model trains for sale. For
information, telephone 908-272-3910,

SEPTA Electrics to NJT Following
Gel Train Service, “Farewell Trip”

(Continued from Page 1)

these veteran locomotives. Vetcran SEPTA engineer Jackic
Petlyjohn and Conductor Patricia Riley were picked to head the
trip, These women were the first female employees promoted into
their respective crafis by SEPTA.

Other SEPTA  staffers involved were Operations
Dircetor Gerald Griffin, and Railroad Customer Service Senior
Director Kim Kennedy. Additionally, Station Manaper Benita
Davis, along with Assistant Conductors John Branson. Sean
Mariinez, Mark Peoples and Clint Testino were assigned to the
special trip. The consist was SEPTA ALP-44 #2308, Bombardier
push-pull coaches #2350, 2503, 2513, 2553, 2357 and 2522, with
AEM-T #2301 on the opposite end.

The train departed Paoli at 10:25 AM. making stops at
Wayne, Radnor, Bryn Mawr and 30" Street before terminating at
Suburban Station at 10:58 AM. During the layover at Suburhan
Slation, the cabs of the 2308 and 2301 were opened to permit
riders and railfans alike to have one last look at the operating
controls, a really nice gesture by SEPTA to mark the occasion
The retun train, with AEM-7 #2301 leading, departed Suburban
Station al 12:15 PM, making stops at 30" Street, Bryn Mawr,
Radnor, Wayne before terminating at Paoli..

Thus, the e of the first peneration of SEPTA electric
locomotives came to an end, with their Siemcns ACS64°s taking
over the job of moving SEPTA’s heaviest ridership trains for what
is hoped will be a long tenure. A note of appreciation is extended
to SEPTA for quickly amanging a farewell outing for the rail
historian/enthusiast community.
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History of the SEPTA
AEM-7/ALP~-44 Locomotives

by Harry Garforth

In my opinion, the SEPTA AEM-7"s are unsung heroes along with
the Bombardier built push pull coaches and cab conirol cars. They
came to SEPTAs rescue several times over the vears to provide
additional capacity when required. In the late 1980's when the
equipment was purchased, capacity was being lost through
retirement of the former Reading Railroad Blueliners and five
Pennsylvaniz Railroad Silverliner [ cars.

To evaluate the feasibility of locomotive-hauled consist operation,
SEPTA first borrowed an Amtrak AEM-T, #9023, on January 19,
1986 1o run a teip from Powelton Yard to Lansdale with six
Blueliners. The test was suceesslul, leading to a sccond test from
Center City up onto the West Trenton Line using a borrowed
MARC AEM-7 and a set of Sumitomo coaches with cab control
car. The tesiing lead to the acquisition of seven AEM-7-powered
ive-car Bombardier trainsets scating more than 640 passenpers,
The cars were comprsed of 10 cab control cars and 25 coaches.
They provided replacement scating capacity for the retired Reading
and Penn Central cars and some room for growth.

In 1992-93, the RailWorks Projeei replaced or rehabilitated 25
bridges along the elevated right-of-way between Center City and
Wayne Junclion Station. Trackape in this sepment was removed
from service continnously for 10 iodal months during wo
summers. To provide a link between segrepated halves of the
netwark, some AEM-7 locomotives were swapped o MIT for U-
34CH passenger diesels 1o provide a one seal ride serviee using
segments of Conrail’s freight only trackage, The Bombardier cars
were used with the U-34CH and SEPTA’s own RL-1 locomatives
to provide the service from Amtrak's 30" Strect Station (lower
level} to West Trenton, Fox Chase and Tansdale/Dovlestown
stations.

An eighth locomotive joined the fleet in 1996 when ALP-44 #2308
was secured from ABB through a nepotiated settlement for the late
delivery of the Norristown High Speed Line N3 cars.

In the year 2000, the 1-95 Reconstruction Project got underway
with commuting impacls mitigated through many  initiatives
including the expansion of the push pull car fleet. Ten additional
Bombardier center door cars (£2350-2359) were acquired by
exercising an oplion on a Metro North contract. The ten cars
allowed push pull train lengths 1o be incressed to six cars. To

attract new ridership, expanded express service was offered from
the new Comwells Leights Station which boasted 1800 free
parking spaces and direct access from southbound 1-95 and
Woodhaven Hoad. The service was so successful, it has continued
into the vear 2019,

The push pull fleet and AEM-T locomotives again came to the
rescue in 2008 when Regional Rail ridership surged 10 131,000
daily trips. Ridership had not been at this level since 1978, when
many more lines, stations and commuter cars cxisted. Again,
longer push pull traing were used to meet the new demand. To
lengthen the trains, eight retired MNew Jersey Transit Pullman
Slandard commuter cars, an earlier version of the Bombardier cars,
were acquired. The NIT cars, including two cab control cars
(#2460-2461) and 6 coaches (#2390-2595), were used 1o create a
seventh push pull train sel seating 900 passengers, allowing the

rest of the fleet to be configured inlo six, seven-car trains. Twenty
vears into their service life, the AEM-T's were pulling longer trains
and powering seven train-sets daily with a single spare locomotive.

Another chapler in the history of the push pull fleet was written in
2015 when all Sitverliner ¥'s were removed from service over the
4" of July weekend due to cracks appearing on the wheel
assemblics {trucks). The eurrent flect was quickly joined by leased
push pull trainsets acquired from NJT, MARC and Amtrak,
Months slipped by while Rotem strugpeled to repair the cracks. As
parl of the damage payments negotiated with Rotem, SEPTA
requested the rehabilitation of the push pull cars. All cars except
for a few cab control cars have since been completely renewed.

Meanwhile the locomotives soldiered on without the benefit of a
thorough mechanical rebuild. The longevity of these units through
these periods of high demand is a testament 1o the original design
and the maintenance staff ar SEPTA. Their importance in
providing quality service has been taken up by a new fleet of
electric locomotives now operating throughout the SEPTA system.
The fifteen new Siemens ACS-64 (#901-913) clectric locomotives
are: providing faster, quieter. and more reliable service. These new
locomotives accelerate and brake at a high rate providing faster
commite (mes.

After retivement from passenger service, the AEM-T units saw
limited use on SEPTA"s gel and wash trains or the 2018 foliage
season to combat slippery rails. As the last operator of AEM-7
electric locomotives, SEPTA  honored  these  venerable
locomotives™ service life with an historic last revenue round-ieip on
the Paoli-Thomdale Line on December 1, 2018.

As a linal note, SEPTA wansferred seven of the eight units (#2302
was previously retired by SEPTA) to NIT on December 23, 2018
to increase NIT s list of active units cquipped with Positive Train
Control. The transfer allowed NJT w meet FRA requirements
towwvards an extension of the December 31, 2018 deadline for a
fully-equipped flest. The remaining units, including the single
ALP44. moved in one train from Frazer Yard, possibly through the
Wew York-Pittsburgh subway, to Trenton, NJ over the MEC. They
were then transferred from Trenton to WNIT's Morrisville Yard.
Use of these units in active passenger scrvice is not currently
anticipated. However, as the last AEM-7s in aclive senvice, they
continue Lo play a vital role in the year 2019.

Important Phone Numbers

CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
shoubd be used 19 report suspicious sightings, emergencies or
uther conditions affecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, {ires, defective equipment, eic.

AMTRAK §00-331-0008
CSX §00-232-M44
CONRAIL Shared Asseis 800-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT (N.J onlv} 800-242-0236
NORFOLK SOUTHERN 200-453-2530
PATCO Transit 856-263-7995
SEPTA 215-580-8111

Members may wish to photocopy and or clip this
notice and keep a copy in vour wallet as you are out watching
trains. Remember: SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!




