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Freddie’s Restaurant in West
Trenton Closes Suddenly;
No 2019 Chapter Summer Dinner

Unfortunately, a sudden tum of cvents has caused
Philadeiphia Chapter to call off its Annua! Bill Wagner Summer
Dinner, which had tentatively been scheduled for Friday evening,
Aupust 9, 2019 at Freddie's Restaurant in West Trenton, NI,
immediately across the street from the former Reading “Trent”
interlocking 1ower.

The Chapter had a long relationship with Froddie’s and
the Urbane family, which owner it As part of our “Farewell to the
Reading” excursion on Sunday, March 21, 1976, Freddie's fed
some 350 passengers on the excorsion train as it traveled from
Reading, PA w Port Reading. NJ. The Chapter held its Summer
Dinner at Freddie's in August, 2017,

The Chapter beld its 2018 dinner at Moonstruck in Fox
Chase, a verv emjovable venue.  However, Moonstruck is nol
handicapped accessible, and that reason was the predominant cause
for us not to retum. With no other reasonable alternatives
siggrgesled, i1 was decided to retumn to Freddie®s this year.

Larry and Mare Esstwood, plus Dan and Jo Ane
Murmay raveled 1o West Trenton in May o have dinner.  The
meals were cxcellent, the restaurant was well filled, and it was
decided to go there for 2019, and the date Friday. August 9 was
pickéd. An E-mail was sent to Freddie’s in June requesting
updated menus and prices.

Ag his issue was being put together, an attempl was
made to coniact Freddie's since we had received no response from
them. The restaurant, which opened in 1933, had suddenly closed
in the middle of July. According to reports, the new owner, Buad
Patel, who had extensively remodeled the establishement. had
decided te close the testaurant for the forseeable future, so he
could focus his efforis on redeveloping the property. which sits on
a fairly large picce of property. His plans for changing the siwe
haven't been received in 2 positive light by either the neighbors or
the governing body in Ewing Township. Learning of this pave the
Chapter precious little time to consider an alternate verue,

If your Cinders Arrives in Damaged Condition
1 your Cheders arrives dumaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor Larry Eastwood al 215-847-53T769 or
ayrestower@romeastret and a replacement copy will be
promptly sent to you, The incidence of damage has been
virually eliminated through the usc of envelopes tor mailing

each issue, althoupgh there is an additional cost invalved, ’
Chapter Sets Programs for

Remainder of 2019; Programs

S$ought for Early 2020

Philadelphia Chapter bhas announced  its  tentative
meeting program schedule for the remainder of the 2019 season,
On September 19, Member Jim Brazel will show a vintage early
190¢ film, Jocally made, which includes a small number of
seguences for the Philadelphia area, Fufl details will appear in
September Cinders.

Az indicated on Page 2, the Chapter intends to schedule
a railroadiana auction of material from the Chapter’s storage site 10
Willew Grove. This would be the program portion of our October
I7 meeting. MNovernber 21 will find Chapter Member Russell E.
Jackson screening some very vintage traction films, We'll end
2019 an December 12 with Kevin Feeney's anoal “traveloguc™ of
rail propertics he's visited duning 2019,

Programs sre being sought lor Jepoarv-June 2020
Please comtact Harmy Garforth or Bamy Eastwood of you are
irterested in being a presenter next year,

Philadelphia LCL.................

Among recent information developments, we leam of
the possible disbanding of the Bluewater Michigan Chapter,
NRHS. The Chapter was [ormed in 1983 in the Detroit, MI with
the intent of acquiring equipment and operating excursions. The
Fast-growing chapter rcached 900 members, the Chapter built a
considerable cquipment feet for its Midwest-oriented excursion
service. The Chapter’s excursion fleet has now dwindled to just
two cars. both of which are up for sale.
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Cinders is published 11 times a vear by Philadelphia Chapter, NEHS, Inc.
Comespendsnce regarding Cimeders shoutd be directed to the Lditor at PO, Box
333, Huntingdon Valley, PA  19006-0353. EXCHANGE newsletiers should
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ARA MESROBIAN
June 19, 2019

[t iz with sadness that once again we must repori 1o
you the passing of a longtime NRHS and Philadelphia Chapter
{Additional Chapter) Member. Ara Mesrobian of Chevy
Chase, MD passed away on June 19 of this year. Ara was 93
vears of age. He had been battling cancer and pneumonia, He
is survived by a nicee, Caroline Mesrobian Hickman.

Ara was a very longtimc NRMS member.  His
membership  preceded the period at which membership
numbers were assigned.  His number was 1199, Ara was a
founding member of the Potomac Chapter when it was formed
as u spinoff from the Washingten, DC Chapter in 1970, but
continued 10 hold membership in that Chapler as well and in
the Bahimore (and Philadelphia) Chapters.

Mesrobian served as the Staff Photographer for the
NRHS Bulletin for a long period of time, and wsed his
photographic talents to capture many rail properties that are
now a very distant metnory.

Ars will be interred in historic Reck Creck
Cemetery in the Petworth section of Washington. DC on
Aupgnst 3, 2019, This cemetery dates to 1719 when established
under the Province Colony of Maryland {British rule}, Ara’s
extensive knowledge of mil history, particularly in the area of
traction propertics, will be deeply missed

Chapter Volunteers Work to
Organize Chapter Storage Site

O Friday, June 14, four Chapter members spent 2 few
moming hours working in Philadelphia Chapter’s Willow Grove
Storage Sile sorting through boxes of railmadiana thal had been
lefi to the Chapler by various donors, identifying what was of
value and what had little value. The members who worked at the
Site were Larry Fastwood, Kevin Feeney. Dan Murmay and Ken
Thomas,

There are several cartons of hard- and soft-cover books
which might be atiractive {0 individual members for their libraries,
including any  number of ecur-of-print  publications, both
Natiornwide as well as local. The material on hand also includes
quite a number of vimage timetables which might help members
fill outl their collections.  There are also & few handware jlems,
including two farcboxes, onc of which is belicved to be from the
Toronto Transportation Commission,

As a tesull of this buildup of items. the Chapter’s
officers arc considering conducting an auction as the program
portion of our Thursday, October 17 meeting, Further information
will be forthcoming in the September and October issues.

EDWARD F. GRAHAM
May 19, 2019

{upidated information)

In var June ivige, we provided prefiminary
information on the passing of Additional Chapter Mewther
Edward F. Gratam, of Daly City, C4 at the age of 20 years.
We have been provided additional imformation which
CINDERS staff feels should be sharcd with our members.

A praduate of Sequoiz High School in Redwood
City, CA in 1945, Ed served in the 1. 5. Army Cfficer
Training Program at Fort Douglas, UT. He gradusted from
Suanford University in 1950 with a BS degres in civil
engineering. He retired in 1985 following & 37-vear coreer as a
civil enginesr with the State of California. He worked for the
Sauthem Pacific Railroad as a teenager and college student

An avid rars mileage buff, he covered rail lines in
99 couniries. Mis 100 country would have been Ethiopia this
coming Seplember. He attended the celebration of the 150"
Anniversary of the Golden Spike in Promontory, UT just onen
week before his passing. Ed was very involved in both MRHS
Mational activities, plus his own Central Coast Chapier. His
extensive travels earned him a reputation as an expert on rail
properties in the United States and Evrope.

Ed is survived by a brother, Robert and an uncle.
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FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.
SEPTA TRANSIT

SEPTA and the Citv of Philadelphia sppear to be
headed toward 3 confrontation regarding SEPTA's longiime
practice of charging $1 for transfers. The city and some industry
observers believe that free ransfers would encowrage up o 11
percenit more ridership, according to an article in the July 3 edition
of the frquirer.  But SEPTA is refuciant to abolish the transfer fec,
which brings in about $14 million in annual revenue...
Some of the transit fimetables reissued on Junc 9 havt, a b[nks.ng
new look and feel.  Timetables for the 15-15-57 routes, which
operate om headways of 13 minutes or less 15 hours a day five days
a week (see March Cimders), are redesigned and printed on slick
paper with service frequencies shown in large numbers. Non-15-
15-3 routes retain their obd look.

June was a tough month for trolley riders in West and
Southwest Philadelphia. Service on Route 34 was suspended for
almost three weeks starling on June 4, after a huge bmkh{:-]e
appeared in the middle of Baltimore Avenue near 43" Strect,
Buses were substitwled. Then Waler Deparment emerpency
construction on Elwood Avenue shut down Route 36 trolley
service beginning June 29, forcing SEPTA to operate shutile bus
serviee over the entire surface portion of the route between the
Eastwick loop and the 40™ Strect subway portal. Routs 11 trolleys
continued to delour via Chester Avenue due 1o replacement work
on the Woodland Avenue bridge over the Media-Elwyn Regional
Rail line near 47" Street, which has been underway since last year.
The track renewal project on Route 10 along Lancaster and
Lansdowne Avenues continued through June with shuitle buses in
operation, The project was scheduled (o be completed in late July,

The body of & 22-vear-old male trespasser from
Dcrxln.stuun was found in tha track arca at the 3™ hrrc:u portal of

morning a male passenger fell onto the track at the Olney station of
the Broad Street Line. He was rescued but not before suffering
burns from contact with the third rail.

A track worker was killed at 3:44 PM on Monday,
ulv & when he fcli into_the path of a northbound Broad Street

Line train gt the Frie stafion. All service was suspended for mon:
than two hours. Pagsenpers were diverted onto shutle buses
between the Fern Roek Transportation Center and Girard station
until rail service resumed around 8 PM....o A tree fell om
the southbound track of the Norristown High Speed Line near the
Crulph Mills station on Sunday morning, July 7, forcing all {rains to
load and unload at the portbbound platforms from Radnor 1o
Hughes Park stations.

The SEPTA board Jagt momb spproved @ plan o
uperade all 52 of its Key Card kiosks on transit lines to accep!
cash. This action is intended 10 make 3t easier for riders who do
not have credit cards o obtain Key Cands or load meney inlo the
CArdS. v Afier 8 suceessful launch last fall, the city,
SEPTA and the Parking Authority began another campaign on
June 3 to coforce the no-parking restrictions in bus lanes along
sections of Market and Chestnut Streets in center city. A report
from last falf’s campaipn showed an average 6.d-percent
impmvm'rm[ in bus travel times during midday periods

..In a recent report on mass transit, Channel 6 ABC
dtﬁﬂ.l‘lb“‘d some of the advances SEPTA is working on, includimg
new equipment and 2 new, maore cfficient operations plan for the
bus network. Also mentionsd was the preemption system for
teaffic lights at busy intersections, which would hold a green fight
for am approaching bus similar to the existing priority system for
emergency vehicles,

SEPTA
REGIONAL

SEPTA will beain work July 20 on the latest phase of
its multi-year Southwest Connection Improvement Program, which

He Hp‘pﬁretltl} was struek I:r'hr a v.catbm.u'bd train, aJthcmgh his h&d}
was actually spotted by the operator of a following train.  That
train was evacuated and later trains turned back ar the Berks and
5" Sereet stations while an inspection of the scene was made and
the body removed, Train service was suspended and shuttle buses
used herween the (irard and 5th Street stations until single track
operation was placed in effect at 5:05 AM,  Full service was
resumed an hour fater, At about the same time on the same

will upgrade the railroad between 30 Street Station and “Arsenal”
interlocking in University City (sce June Cimders). Exiending
through August 4, the project will require several service changes,
which include originating and lerminating all Media-Elwyn trmins
at 49” Street starion, busing the Airport Line to and from 30"
Steoet Station and diverting all Wilmington-Newark trains into and
out of the Lower Level of 30" Street. Shutile buses will serve the

(Continued on Page 4}
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LIniversity City station area. The overall goals of the project are to
reconfipure “Arsenal” build a new “Civic” interlocking near
University City station, replace the overhead catenary system
where needed and repair the retaining wall and other structural
clements inside the 32™ Street tunnel. The cutback in Media-
Elwyn service also will aliow some heavy work o be done on the
new Woodland Avenue overpass above the Regional Rail tracks.
Speeial pristed schedules will be available for ali three lines.

SEPTA said last month that work on the long-awaited
replacement of the Ardmore station should begin this fall.
Construction contracts have been let, with the new station—
including high-level platforms—expected to cost $34.2 million and
1ake 2-1/2 years v complete. Phase 11 of the project, to feature o
500-car parking parage, will not begin until at least $62 million in
funding can be obtained. Originally, the new station was intended
lo be the center of a srandiose residential and office building
complex, but that idea dicd several years ago. About 900
passcngers currently board SEPTA irains on weeckdays at
Ardmore. and the station alse serves several AMTRAK irains.

SEPTA's E138-million contragtwith CRRC, _the
Chinese firn which is building 45 bi-level cars for Regional Rait
service, has been renepotisted to allow for delivery to begin six
months later than planned. in 2020. According to an Trguirer
reporl, this delay was accepted in exchange for CRROCs agreement
to make changes in the welding method on the car shelis. For a
titne in June, CRRC was the target of scruting by Congressional
committees due 1o accusations that the Chinese government wus
subsidizing CRRC in order to gain carbuilding contraets, and that
there were securty issues in having Chinese-built cars operating
on L1.5. transit systems, especially WMATA in Washington, DC.
There was sven a proposal for legislation to bar U5, transit
systems [rom  using Federal funds te buy cars or buscs
munufactured by Chinese companies (Trains.

AMTRAK is suing SEPTA to require the agency to
fork over $1.3 million a vear in rentat for land along the Morheast
Corridor which SEPTA uses for stations and parking jois. A 30-
year lease for the land, under which SEFTA puid Amirak #1a
vear, has cxpired, and now Amtrak is demanding payment of what
it says is the full market rte Tor renting the property. Amirak even
said that it could evict SEPTA and devclop or scli the land.
SEPTA pays all costs associated with the rented stations. SEPTA
has responded to the suit, secking its dismissal while citing Federal
law and an operating plan that predates Amirak’s acquisition of the
land from CONRAILL in 1982 {Trains).

asain bring its steam-powersd train to SEPTA for excursions on
Repional Rail. Previously North Wales was the center of artention
bt this time it will be Lansdale, which plans o celebrate Founders
Day weekend with steam trips on August 23, 24 and 25, The
special trains will eperate out of Lansdale station on Friday and
Sunday o Souderton over tracks normally used for freight service
by lhe PENNSYLVANIA NORTHEASTERN. On Saturday six
trips arc planned on the Stony Creck branch to West Point and
" roturn. [t is expected that WHET 2-8-0 #40 will be an the north end
of the train and a diess] on the rear end.

—

SEPTA continues the provess of rolling out the Key
fire coflection system_on Regional Rail. Al fare kiosks in the
unpaid sectivns of the five center city stations are operational. The
kiosks mav be used to purchase Key Cards loaded with weekly or
monthly TrailPasses, or one-day passes, or to reload passes. On
August 9 SEPTA will hegin phasing out the sale of legacy
TraifPasses und transittoning riders into Key Cards. By November
the last of the old-sivle passes should be gone. Plans are being
finalized for customers with monthly parking permits lo be
accommodated in the Key system. SEPTA also is publicizing ils
recently redesigned sepiakev.orn website ss an aid for riders
remeeseermesm e 101 Hate Jupe SEPTA Police Chief Thomas J. Nestel
111 announsed the arrest of the two men who allegedly tried to rob
a SEPTA conductor at Carpenter station on the Chestnut Hill West
Line (see Junc Cinders). The conductor sufTered a gunshot wound
during the May 10 attack, and was rushed to the hospital for
tremment. He 1s recovering.

Repional Rail passcngers endured a pumber of
troublesome incidents during June and early Julv. Here s a beiel

rundown on some of them:

Monday, June 10—Twelve trains anmulled due to crew
shorlages. Ten trains also delayed after medical emergency on
train #514 at Lansdale, with one passenger deceased due 1o
apparent drug overdose and the other treated by EMS responders,
CTC control lost at 16™ Sireet Junction interlocking in North
Philadelphia around 12:30 PM, resulting in many train delays and
two annulments.

Fridav, Jung 14—Switches locked up at AMTRAK
“Phil™ interlocking in West Phifadelphia, causing 11 train delays.

Wednesday, Jupe 19—Power failure on  Amtrak
Northeast Corridor strands train ¥732 & Levitown., Passengers

bused. Crew reported hearing loud explosion. and pantegraph on
Silverliner IV #1553 was found to be damaped. Service susponded
on Trenton Hne for wo hours. Six trains late, five annulled.

near Exton around 3 PM.  SEPTA Thomdale service suspended
west of Paoli, with some bus service available. Train #9547 frst
train 1o Malvern munning 78 minutes late, bus service bevond.
Train #9553 first through to Thorndale, arriving 74 minutes late.
Following train, Flyer #9561, arrived 59 minutes late. Total 26
delays, eight annulments, High water speed resirictions elsewhers
on the system delayed eight traing,

Wednesday, June 26—90-degree temperature may have
contributed to heat kinks in rails on Amtrak #1 track cast of Exton.
After 5:58 PM report from SEPTA engincer on westbound train
#0547, SEPTA service suspended Paoli-Thomdale, except that
traing #1363 and 9561 permited to operate {hrough to Thomdale,
with significant delays. Many other passengers handled in shuttle
buses. Total eight annulments. Track repairs completed about
4 AM Thursday, train #514 first out of Thorndale at 4:43 AM.

Thursday, June 27—At almost the same time as previous
day, engineer of castbound SEPTA train #5834 reporied another
kink in the rails on #1 track al Exton. Since track was unsafe the
train was lerminated there and passengers bused on. Eastbound
serviee suspended between Malvern and Thomdale, but #4571 was
allowed to proceed west o Thomdale before all SEPTA service
suspcnded.  Amtrak train #656 picked up Philadelphia-bound
SEPTA riders at Thomdale then operated east over #4 track 1o get
around the kink. Amtrak #653 picked up some Thomdale-bound
passengers at Pacli, Buses handled most other SEPTA passengers
west of Paoli, althourh certain trains did operate as tar as Malvern.

{Continued on Page 5)
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Track repairs at Lxton were completed around 5 AM the next day
and #9512 was first eastbound, leaving Thomdale on time at 3:38
Friday morming,

Saturday, June 29—Member Ray Cooney reported that
he and Marv Jude Syzmanski were refurning from Bryn Mawr on
train 21538 around 4:30 PM when pantograph on lead car was
damaged by drooping iree branches on eurve west of Merion
station. Following lrain #3540 was crossed over from track 71 10 #2
at Bryn Mawr and stopped beside #1538 so all passengers could
easily be transferred train-to-train.  He praised SEPTA crew for
eflicient performance. That same afternoon both Trenton and
Wesl Trenton lines experienced numerous delays due to signal
PUWET ISSUCS. .

Tuesdav, Julv 2—A less serious rail kink reported
around 630 PM on £1 track just west of Exion station. SEPTA
train service suspended west of Malvemn. Shuttle buses operated.

Friduy, July 5—Fire discovered in sub-basement under
tmeck 1 at Suburban Station around 6:15 AM, Service through
center city tunnel suspended while Fire Department extinguished
flames.  Train service resumed at 6:35 AM but many residual
delays posted. Two Airport trains annulled and 29 other trams
dekayed,

(Continued from Page 4)

Saturdav, July  6—Spotty aftermoon  thunderstorms
caused considerable fooding in the some arcas. At 743 PM
Etwyn-bound train #3235 encountered water over rails on #1 track
at Seeane station. Train teversed to Femwood-Yeadon where a
bus mel passengers. Next southbound train #327 got by on £2
track, but then service suspended. High water at Miguon also
defayed 11 Nomistown trains during the evening, At $:27 PM a
downed tree in the catenary east of Thorndale was teported,
causing two partial train annulments and other delays. Shuttle
buses used until tree removed and service restored at 10:23 Ph.

AMTRAK

AMTRAK's Harrishurg Line was hit hard bv the
severe storms that passed over central Pennsvivania on Tuesdav
evening. Julv 2. Train canceflations and defays impeded service
that evening and the next day a much-reduced Keystone serviee
was operaled. Catenary wires were knocked down east of
Harrisburg, including near Elizabethtown, and overhead power
also was out for a time in the Downinprown-Coalesville-
Parkesburg area.  Westhound Keystone train #6533 was stranded
cast of Downingtown on Tucsday and had to be reseued by a diesel
|ocomotive, Fastbound #618 also was stopped west of Cosesville
and its passengers buscd on to Philadelphia. As noted above,
SEPTA’s Thorndale service already had been suspended.

On Thuesday, Julv 4. AMTRAE was able to operate
most_of its alreadv-reduced holiday  schedule w and from
Harrisbure, and the next day, Friday, had a modified (i.e., reduced)
schedule in effect, This saw cight westbound and eight eastbound
Keystone irains plus trains #42 and 43 Pennsylvanian in
operation.  All of these storm-related disruptions were in addition
to those caused by the throe hest kinks near Exton siation and by
an extensive wackwork prooram on the Harrsburg Line In progress
since April. That has forced the retiming of several weekday and

weekend Kevstone trains and schedule adjustments for some
SEPTA Paoli-Thurndale teains. A speeial schedale was anncunced
for the July 13-14 weckend, in which SEPTA passengers would be
bused From and to all stations west of Brvn Mawr, with the transfer
between trains and buses taking place ai Bryn Mawr station,

Station, officially menami
H. Gray 111 30™ Street Station.” While Amitrak already includes
the name in its public timetables, this was the first actual signage at
the station itself. The actions are in compliance with & 2014
Federal law mundating that the station be named in honor of the
former Philadelphia Congressman and revered longtime pastar of
Bright Hope Baptist Church in North Philadelphiz.....oomnic I
its recently-released sustainability rcport for Fiscal Year 2018,
AMTRAK siates that it achicved all of its energy, fuel, reeveling
and emissions targets for the vear.

Southbound AMTRAK train #141 streck and killed o
trespasser walking along the feack just south of Norwood station
aboui 4 PM on Sunday, Jure 23, The railroad was shut dewn
while the investigation procecded and the body removed. Severil
Amtrak trmins were detayed and service on SEPTA’s Wilminglon
ling was suspended until §:48 PM.  Six trains wers annulled and
northbound #220 was delayed for one hour.......c... A fire in
AMTRAK work eguipment just before 4 PM on Monday, July 1.
near Hamilton (NJ) station foreed a power shwdown and
suspension of Amtrak and NI TRANSIT Corridor service for
almost two hours during the aflernoon rush.  For a time all
catenary in the Trenton area was de-energized, delaying seven
SEPTA trains.

A series of electrical failures halted frain service on the
Comidor for varvi et on Wednesdav. June 19 The first
outage began due to an overhead wire problem in New York Penn
Siation at 1(+10 AM, stranding three trains in the south tunnel
under the Hudson River. They were lowed by diesels ino the
suation. Then a problem with a transformer at Edison, NI, halted
some serviee and slowed other trains. At 10:25 AM power was
beiefly lost on the Cormidor all the way from MNew York 1o
Philadelphia and was not restored between Trenton and Frankford
Jupetion until 12:30 PM.  SEPTA train #732 was sck at
Levittown for two hours (see above).

of AMTRAK train 43. retuening to New York Sunday om #42,
Buili for the re-equipped Broadway Limited of 1949, the cars are
Catalpa Falls, a six double bedroom-buffel lounge; Colonial
Crafts. a onc drawing room-three double bedroom-buffet lounge;
and the Frank Thomson, a bedroom-observation lounge. All are
painted in PRE’s Tuscan red paint scheme. The trip complics with
Amtrak’s new Tegulations governing private car movernents, since
the cars are traveling on regularly-scheduled trains between two
major derminals  (Trainsh oA MTRAK s specially-
painted Phase III Heritage locomotive #1435 made a series of
round-trips on the head end of trains #42-43 Pennsylvanian
between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in late June and earlv July,
Linfortunately, Amitrak has no unit painted in the tradifional PRR
scheme for use with the above chartered cars.

(Continued on Page 6)
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CSX oTHER ROADS
TRAMNSPORTATION

NIl TRANSIT will received the larsest peneral-fund
subsidy in its histore, a5 part of the New Jersev State budsret sigmed
into faw by Governor Murphy on June 30. In sharp contrast to the
previous administration, the corrent governor has pledged Lo “ix™
the inefficient tramsit svstem and to provide it with the funding
necessary 1o right the ship. The supplemental appropriation of
%150 million from the sencrab fund will bring NIT's total subsidy
10 $457.3 million for the upcoming vear. In his signing stalemerni
the Governor said thal the funds will allow the Stale to “confinue
the progress of turning around NJ Transit, and Lo centinue making
up for vears of neglect™ { Trains).

But problems continued on the railtesd, In June NJT
ecngineers bogan tefusing to work overlime on scheduled duys off,
in a prodest apainst an alleged contract vielation, OF course. this
simply exacerbated the problem of cancelled and delayed trains
which has plagued commuters for several vears, There also is the
related problem of a shortage of gualified engineers, which NIT is
attempting to rectify through a training program for new engineers,
The railroad also is now pertitted to recredl trainees from out of
stale, In a related cffort. NIT apnounced in June that it had
graduated the 300" aperator in its bus training program which
hewan a vear ago.

Operations_on_ NJT's River Line were suddenly
suspended on Thursday, June &, after inspeetors found hairline
cracks in the wheels of a few of ils 20 light rail cars. A limited rail
schedule was offered 1he next day, supplemented by express bus
service (rom and to four high-ridership stations.  Afier intensive
weekend inspections, fuil weekday rail service was restored on
Monday, Junc b0, afier a dozen of the artieulated velicles were
cleared to operate.

PATCO was forced to_shut down most of its line on
Thursiay mornine, June 20, afler avernight rainstorms fooded the
tracks between Wooderest and Haddonfield and demaged statbions.
In the moming a single trainsct looped between Broadway station
in Camden and 15%716% Street in Philadelphia, because all other
trains were tmpped at the Lindenwold shop. Afler trck repairs
were completed limited service began al noon over the entire line,
with trains running every 28 minutes. Ashland station remained
closed until 5 PM, and full service resumed about 6. Some regular
rilers found another way to travel to Philudelphia by using NJT s
Atlantic City Line, which was not seriously affected by the storms.

NORFOLK SOUTHERN suffered o serious lrain

two of the three main tracks on NS's busy Pinsburgh Line.  While
cleanup work procesded some trains got past the seene on the still-

open track #1, including AMTRARK #42 and 43, Eastbound #42 on
Saturday arrived o1 Altoons 4% minutes late, and westhound 343
was two hours and 26 minutes into Pittshurgh.

NS began medling oot itz new TOP21 operating scheme

‘The plan is based on principles laid out in the controversial
Precision Scheduled Roitrosding strategy, originated by C5XCs late
10 B Hunter Harrison when he was in charge at both major
Canadian raileoads, [U has gince been adopted—at feast in part—hby
alf LS, Class Troads exeept for BNSE (Frainy).

The powrious “oratfiti pier” in the old Reading

pier will be included in IEWC's expanding network of riverside
public spaces and tails in Philadelphia. Conrail stll uses some
tracks in the area 1o aecess freight customers, but Port Richmond™s
former role as 2 major termingl for transloading bulk cargoes such
as coal and iron ore as weli as other shipments is largely forgotien,
Pier 18, now dubbed the “graffii pler.” has for years becn a
hangout For local youths who used it to display their colorful “art.”
The sale also appears to mark the end of Conrail’s long-range plan
to redevelop the Port Richimond propersy for industrisl use
revveeeeseeomeemen L8, Class 1 raifroads had s total of (44,223
emplovess in April 2019, a &1 pereent decrease from the previous
April. Of these, 61,139 were train and engine service employess, &
0.4 percent increase (Raihway dge).

The ‘Irgin Room in Philadeiphia’s Franklin institute
Science Museum will receive a major facelift. thanks to 4 $6-
million gifi from the Ilamilion Family Chartable Trose The
Hamitton family is descended from Samuct M. Vauclain, former
president of the Baldwin Locomotive Works who in 1933 denated
the huge steam locomative which dominates the Train Room.
{The No. 60000 designates that it was the $0,000 locomotive huilt
by Baldwin) An interesting part of Franklin Institute history is
that more than & guarter-mile of emporary track bad to be laid n
order 10 move the 350-ton locomative from the Baltimore & Ohio
mainline along the Schuylkill River to the site of the new museum.
Five davs were requited to complete the five-block move!  Afer
No. 60000 was finally in place the north wall of the building was
erected behind i, As part of the renovation plun, the locomotive
will nat he moved from its present location in the roam, but will be
raised up om tracks supported by a stecl-and-conerele bridge-like
structure 1o betier display its complex threc-cylinder machinery
and driving wheels.
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New Hope Railroad/SEPTA
Combine for “Lansdale Days”

Fresh ofl the very successful Morth Wales drips and
celebration this Spring, MNew Hope Railroad (pew name for the
New Hope & Bvyland) and SEPTA are once again cooperaling on
steam train excursions on Lansdafe Founders Day on Friday,
August 23 through Sunday, August 25 2019, A total of 14 trips,
titled are scheduled 1o be opemted in this cooperative venlure
between the Borough of Lansdale, SEPTA and the Pennsylvania
MNortheastern Railroad,

On Friday, Awgust 23, Steem on the Bethfelem
Branch trip departures from SEPTA's Lansdale Regional Rail
Station will be at 5:00, 6:30 and %:00 P,

On Saturday, Avgust 24, Lansdale Founders Day
departures from the Lansdale station will be at 10:00 and 11:30
AL, and 1:00, 4:00, 3:30 and T:00 PM.

Un Sunday, August 25, Sieam on the Bethichem
Brauch trip departures from the Lansdale station will be at 10:04
and 11:30 AM, plus 1:00, 4:00 and 5:30 PM.

As on the North Wales trips, New Hope Raifroad’s
steam locomotive will be on the north/west end of the train,with a
diese] locomotive on the other end.

Fares for the wips: First Class, adults and children
4099 Open-Air Class, $49.99 and Coach Class seating. $39.99.
Infunt tickers (0-2 vears of age) are 34.99 in all cateronies,

On Saturday, Avgust 24, the rain tnips are expected 1o
operate over lhe former Reading Stony Creck Branch between
Lansdale and West Point.

For additional information and reservations, call the
Mew Hope Railroad at 215-862-2332, seven days & weck between
8:30 AM and 5:00 PM. The Railroad suppests that on-line
reservations arg the best bt at
www newhoperailroad.comTounders dav,

A lot of great photos of the North Wales aperation have
appeared in publications; 14 trips in the Lansdale area should
prove a whole weekend of photo opportunitics.

Important Phone Numbers
CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
should be nsed to report suspicious sightings, emergencies or
other conditions affecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, [(res. defective equipment, ete.

AMTRAK 800-331-0008
C5X 8(H-232-0144
CONRAIL Shared Assets 208-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT {NJ only) 800-242-0236
MOHREL SOUTHE 53-253

PATCO Transit 856-963-7995
SEPTA 215-550-8111

Members may wish 1o photocopy and or clip this
notice and kecp a copy in vour wallet as you are out watching
trains. Remember: SEE SOMETHING, SA¥ SOMETHING!
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March through Noavember,
2019 Reading Railread Hentage
Museum. 300 S, Third Street, Hamburg.
PA announees @ pew exhibit, Reading
Raifroad: The Lnigue and Rare. The
exhibit showeases one-of-a-kind items in
the Muscum's astifact cotlection.  The
Mugeum is open Saturdays 10-4 and

Sundays MNoon-4 PM. Regular
admission  applies. For  more
information, visit

G10-362-5513,

Saturday., August 10:  Monthly open house wm
Rockledge Model Railroad Muscum, 323 Montgomery Avenus,
Rockledpe, PA  19046-4233. MHours: 12 Noon to 3 PM. Further
information on this developing model matdroad *ataction st
webasite www.rockledpemnn.orp,

Saturday, Aupust 17: “Unique and Rare Davs™ at the
Reading Raflroad Herilaere Museum, 300 5 Thind  Street.
Hamburg, PA 19526, Three exhibits open for this special event:
Reading Railroad Office Car #13, used by the presidents of the
railroad; Reading LEMTU (Locomotive Engincer Mobile Training
Uimit) car #90847; and Desel Locomotive Cab Simulator,  Hours:
10 AM until 4 PM. Regular Reading Heritape Museum admission
charges spply. For additional informetion. wisit websiic:
www.readinerailroad.ore or telephone §10-562-5513,

Friday-Sundav. Avgust 23-25: New Hope & Pvyland
Railroad, in eooperation with SEPTA, will aperate “{ansdale
Founders Day" special excursions between Lansdale and
Souderion, PA with steam locomotive #40. Sce additional details
on Page 7, 1his issue,

Saturday/Sunday, August 24-35: Greenberg's Train
Show at the Gremter Philadelphia Center, 100 Station Avenue,
Chaks, PA 19456, 10 AM to 4 PM each day, Adult admission is
$10 Saturday, §9 Sunday. with Saturday admission gocd both
days. Kids 11 and under are admitted free and do not need a ticker,
For complete information, visil website
www, GrecnbergShows com.

Sunday, Auvgust 25: “The Allenwood Show”, 44
Annuval Train Meet sponsored by Central Pennsylvania Chapler,
MNRHS al Warrior Run Fire Department Social Hall, Second Street,
Allenwood, PA (convendent to US Route 13), 9 Al 10 2 PM.
Admission: 35,00 per person. children 12 years of age and under
admitted free  with adult, Food available on premises.
Information: Dave Hollenbach at 370-324-4703 (no calls afier 9
PM, please!!)

Sunday, September 8:  Special open house at
Fockledge Model Railroad Muscum  in conjunction  with
Rockledpe Car Show (rain date September 13). Museum is located
at 323 Montgomery Avenve, Rockledge, PA  19046-9233. Howrs:
12 Noon to 3 PM.

Saturday, September 14:  Monthly open house ar
FRockedge Mode]l Railroad Museum, 323 Montgomery Avenuc,
Rockledge, A 19046-4233. Hours: 12 Noon to 3 PM. Further
information on this developing model railroad attraction at website
wiwvw.rockledoemm.oro,

Fridav-Sunday, September 13-15: Reading Railroad
Prototype Modelers Meet VIT at the Reading Railroad Hertage
Muscum, 300 South 3 Stecet, Hamburg, PA. For additional infor-
mation and updates, go o website woow. Reading RRMM com.

Thursday, September 13: Regular monthly meeting
of Philadelphia Chaprer, NRHS at SEPTA's Elking Park Regional
Rail station (“Elkins Central™ meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenus,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, T:00 PM,  Program expected to be
reconsiructed Lubin film from the early 20™ Century provided by
Chapter Member Jim Brazel,

Monday, September 23: Repular monthly meeting of
West Jersey Chapter, NRHS. Haddon Heights Borough Hall, 625
Station Avenue, Haddon Heights, M1, 7:30 BM. Program expected
w feamre Fred Clocciola, subject matter the Golden Spke
Centenmial from May, 1969,

Satordav. September 28:  West Jersey  Chapter,
NRHS 75% Anniversary Banquer, Tap Room and Grill, 427 W.
Crystal Lake Avenue, Haddon Township, 1. Festivities start al
12 Noon and last umtil 3 PM, Guest Speaker: West lersey
Historian Paul W. Schopp, speaking on South Jersey railroad
history.  Tickets: $30.00 per person,  Registration required by
Scptember 18 from Dave Homer, 338 M. Stanwick HKoad,
Mootestown, NI 08HE7-3630. Femail  contact:
homer.d33%@email.com. Checks to West Jersey Chapter, NRHS,

| Saturday, October 5: “Ride fhe Blpam®™ il

éxcursion on rare mileage on the North Shore Railroad, between

Northumberland and Berwick. PA. sponsored by the [.ax:ka.w?nna
I Wyoming Valley Railway Historical Sociery and the Ontario &

Western Ratlway Historical Society. feamning an Rlﬁl-miie rm.ulld~
trip on the former DL&W Bloomsburg Branch. Trip flyer with
complete information will be found on Page 6 of June Cinders.

Sunday, October 6: Lehigh Valley Chapter. NRHS
46" Annual Train Show at Chrin/Palmer Township Community
Center, 4100 Green Pond Road, Easton, A, Admission 35.00 per
person, children 12 and under FREE. Refreshments available on
site. Show hours 10 AM to 4 PM. Dealer tables §35 each with
iwo admissions. For tables, mail check to: Ron Luckock, 1249
Riverside Drive. Bethlehem, PA  18015-6234. For information,

Thursday, October 17: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regionad
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room), TR79 Spring Avenue,
Glkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM, Program anticipated 1o be
sailepadiana auction of excess materials from the Chapters storage
sile,

Thursday, November 21: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regional
Rail Smation (“Elkins Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring
Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM.  Program wall
hopefully be vintage traction films provided by Chapler Member
Russell E. Tacksan.

Thursday.  December 12 (Note SECOND
THURSDAY): Repular monthly meeting of Philadelphia Chapter,
MRHS at SEPTA's Elkins Park Regional Rail Station (“Elkins
Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenue. Elkins Park, PA
19027, 7:00 PM, Program will feature Chapler Vice President
Kevin Feenev's annual review of his Worldwide travels in 2019,




