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SEPTA GM Jeff Knueppel Leaving at End of 2019

SEPTA has announced that General Manager Jeffrey D. —

Knueppel will be leaving the Authority at the end of 2019, His 32- S - =
Meeting Notice

vear carcer al SEPTA began in [988 as an entry fevel Structural
Engineer. At age 36. he was appointed Chief Engineer, and
sibsequently  held  the positions of  Assistant  General
Manager/Chief Engineer, and then Deputy General Manasger. He

was selected as SEPTA Ceneral Manager on September 17, 2015, THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 19. 2019

following the retirement of GM Joseph M. Casey,

An extensive article in the Philadelphia Brpeirer on SEPTA Elkins Park Regional Rail Station, Elkins Central
August 23 by Staff Writer Jason Laughlin, ouwtlined Koueppel's Meeting Venue, 7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA 19027.
achievements and challenges over the three-decade career. He was PLEASE USE THE SPRING AVENUE ENTRANCE TO THE
(M during Pope Francis's visit to Philadelphia in 2015, and the YELKINS CENTRAL® MEETING ROOM. PLEASE DO

Demacratic National Convention in 20146, NOT USE THE TRACKSIDE ENTRANCE. THANK YOI
Those achievements were at times overshadowed by MEETING START TIME: 7:00 PM

critical fruck problems with the Silverliner ¥V MU cars, built by
Fivundai Rotem in South Philadelphia, which required removal of
the entire 120-car fleet from service in 20016 while major repairs
were made to the cars. Duning that tumultuous period, SEPTA
bormowed cars from Marvland's MABC and NJ Transit 1o maintain
required levels of service,

We will starl our 2019-2020 meeting season on Thursday,
September 19, 2019 featuring Chapler Member Jim Brazel
presenting wo old black-and-white films from the carly 20"
Century. The “Wreckers of the Limited Express” are two films
originally created by the Lubin Laboratories, taken on the
Philadelphia & Reading Railway and restored, partially through

Kausppe: successfully siepped. v to msjor chellenpes some support {rom Philadelphia Chapter and WRHS.

while both maintaining and yet improving an aged infrastrocture
ipherited from the former Pennsylvania Railroad and Reading
Company commuter operations. The bigpest challenge was
implantation of the Federally-mandated PTC ({Positive Train
Control), which was successfully completed durdng his tenure as
GM. By contrast, New Jersey Transit is still struggling in 2019 to
get the complicated collision avoidance system installed.

The first (and shorter one) “Great Train Robbery™, was filmed by
Director Edwin Porier for the Edison Film Company in 1903 on
the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western, [t combines outdeor
scenes with a P&R 4-4-0 Camelback-powered passenger train and
indoor sequences Himed in the studio.

The feature film, *“Wreckers of the Limited Express”™ was made in
§1906-7. This may be the first time it has been viewed publicly in
the United States in over 100 wears. TL shows several P&R
passenper trains powered by 4-4-0 Camelbacks on multiple and
single track rail lines, and shows a switch tower with oulside and
inside shots and a small station with the sign “Crescentville”. The
plot it melodramatic but the raifread is real.

Many other improvements have been made under Jeff's
watch, including completion of the rebuilding of the Market-
Frankford Subway-Elevated Line, acquisition of the 15 Siemens
ACS-64 Repional Rail clectric  locomotives, the ongoing
replacement of 1931-vintage power substations on former Reading
routes. and new Regional Rail station buildings.

i is believed that the Chapter will have the proper projection

(Continued on Page 2) equipment for this presentation — find oul on September 19,
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2020 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIF DUES: Effective September 1, 2019, 820,04
per person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter dues through Decemnber 21,
20240. (NRHS Mational membership dues for 2009 are $50.00, billed directly by
MRS} WRHS chepters hill their members separately for Chapier ducs,
Donetion requests for Philedelphia Railfriends will be medbed during Ceober,
2019 via separate maifing from Cinders.  Anyonc interested in beeoming a
memhber of Philadelphin Chapter, RHS should forward remiance, payabie to
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS in the amount of $20.00 1o Post Office Box
7302, Philadelphia, PA (910017302, Please be sure to include name, valid
mailing address, telephone numhber and E-mail address. as applicable.

ADDRESS CHANGES: Scnd to Editor at Post Office Box 353, Huntingdon
Yalley, PA 190060353,  (Include youwr CURRENT TELEPHONE
NUMBER and E-MAIL ADDRESS 20 our records are complete.)

Cinders is published 11 fimes a year by Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Tnc,
Comespondence regasding Cleders should be directed to the Editer at PO, Box
353, Huntingdon Vallzy, PA  19006-0353, EXCHANGE newsletters should
be sent to: R. L. F_:astwuad Ir, r|:1.1:usr P. 0. Bax 353, E!:rmingdrm Yulley, PA

WE NEED SOME PROGRAMS!!

As Philadelphia Chapter enters the Year 2020, we are in need
of programs for our mectings in January, May and June of next
year, We curmently have programs scheduled for February,
March and April. Please contact President Lamy Eastwood
{avrestoweri@comeast.net) or Program Director Harry Garforth
{hearforthi@eomeastnet) for details {phone numbers on Page
2}, PowerPoint and 35mm slide programs can be used.

Philadelphia LCL.................

Pioneering West lersev Chapter Member Alfred
Greenstein, of Huntington, WV passed away on July 10, 2019 at
the age of 98. A native Philadelphian, Al lived in various locations
around the United States. He was also a member of the Suncoast
Chapter, NRHS. There were no services in Huntington. but there
will be a service al a later date in Philadelphia..........Another
longtime West Jerscy Chapter Member Robert E. Farrell, of
Pemberton, NJ, passed away on Wednesday, Auvgust 21, 2019,
foliowing complications from heart surpery. Bob was 85 years of
age. An Air Force veleran, Bob then spent a career in automotive
mechanics. He was also a member of Jersey Central Chapter,
NEHS and also the PRET&HS. A Memonal Service was
conducted on Friday, August 30 at the Lee Funeral Home in Mount
Holby.

Fern Rock Shop to host 2019
SEPTA Rail Rodeo on October 19

SEPTA has announced that its 2019 Rail Rodeo and
Exhibition will be held on Samrday, October 19 from 9 AM to |
P8 a4 the Broad Street Subway Fern Rock Car Shop, 11th Strect &
Medro Avenue, adjacent to SEPTA's Repional Rail Femn Rock
Transportation Center station.

While an event
principally for SEPTA emplovees
and their families. SEPTA  has
nvited rail enthusiasts to take par
via a lottery drawing.. The lottery is
open 0 non-SEPTA individuals to
register from Tuesday, Seplember 3
until Thursday, Oectober 3. Winners
will be notified hy E-mail by
Monday, Oectober 7, 20190 A
maximom of two entranls mav be
eotered per form,  The onlinc
registration form may be accessed al
www, septa org/railrodeo.

 PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The vsual subway train and equipment displays will be
featured, plus shops tours, hands-on equipment demonstrations,
medel train displays, family entertainment and pames, and SEPTA
Transit Police K-9 and drone demonstration (weather permitting).

Regional Rail displavs will fearure a Siemens ACS-64
electric locomotive, plus Silverliner IV and V electric MU's,

Onee again, Philadelphia Chapter thanks SEPTA for
extending this opportunity o our members.

if your Cinders Arrives in Damaged Condition

If your Cinders arrives damaped or with pages missing, contact
Fx!iu:-r { an'j.-' Eastwood ut 2I5 94'? 5?'59 or

pmmpll} sent to }-ﬂu The mu.:idl::nl:c of damage has been
virlually eliminated through the use of envelopes for mailing
cach issue, although there is an additional cost involved.

GM Jeff Knueppel to leave SEPTA

(Continued [rom Page 1)

Another serious challenge during Knueppel's tenure has
been implementation of SEPTA’s “Key™ fare collection sysiem.
which has seemingly presented ss many challenges as it has
solutions. The Key system installation has been beset by large cost
overruns.  Many SEPTA users are confused and seeminply
inconvenicnced while trying to adapt to the new system.

While combating a declining ridership, particularly on
City Transit routes, improvements were made for Regional Rail
riders through elimination of senior citizen fares.

Jefl Knueppel's [uiure is uncertain at present, but his
service as General Manager has brought about many improvements
that will serve SEPTA riders well into the future,
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FRANK G. TATNALL, JR.

SEPTA TRANSIT

SEPTA weleomed the news last month that the
Permsvivania_Tumpike Commission may resume ifs pavments o
PennDOT. The 3430 million annual pavments, which are mainly
directed to transit projects, bad been halted while a suit filed by a
truckers proup seeking 1o cancel she program was being litipated
(see March and June Cimders).  The siit had onginally been
dismissed by a lower court in April but was appealed, forcing
SEPTA 10 propose two capital budpets for Fiscal Year 2020, Ome
was for $673 million assuming thst the Tumpike funding wouid
continue. and the other for $422 million if it were stopped.  The
higher amount was approved by the SEPTA board, climinating the
threat that many major projects miglt be delayed or deferred.

SEPTA carried out its 7 annual trolley wnonel blitz
from Friday. Aupust 9, to Sunday. Aupust 19, foreine all Route 10,
11, 13, 34 and 36 trollevs 1 diverl to the 40™ Street subwav station
during that period. The work schedule included a long list of
track, power and station IMProvements...........weee.. 1 RE Ardmore
Avenue bridge over the Nomistown High Speed Line in Ardmore
is being replaced with a new span. Work should be completed by
late next spring with no effect on train service, A similar project at
the nearby College Awvenue bridpe was completed in 2008
o The ity last month ]}Lbﬂn paving over the long-
unused I{num 23 trolley tracks on 11" Strect between South Street
and Passvunk Awvenue, much to the delight of bicyele riders who
often skidded on the old rails,. The South Philadelphia
neighborhood is said to have more bike-riding commuters that
anywhere efse in Philadelphia.

In July SEPTA approved a contract with a solar eneroy
company to build a “solar farm™ in Franklin County, which could
supply up to 20 percent of the agency’s power needs. The new
energy source is expected to reduce SEPTA’s electric bill by
around $400,000 per year over the next 20 years... ... The
FBE is investipating the possible embezzlement of SEPTA [unds
by a group of SEPTA facility managers, according o a reporl in
the frguiver last month....coonen New  schedules  became
cffective Soptember 1 or 2 on most transit Hngs...ov e, The
new Woodland Avenue bridoe over the Media-Tlwyn line ut 47%
Street was completed last month, so that as of Auweast 28 Route ||
and 36 trollevs no longer needed 1o detour aver Chester Avenue,

Two Succmsn:, Wm:[ncsda\r -':tnrm': last mnmh 1&1‘[

on both .n"mgus't '? and 14- caused flooding in many  Jocations in and
around Philadelphia along with strong winds which brought down
trees in various unfortunate places. Lightning strikes also knocked
oul signals in some arcas. In the August 7 storm, service was
suspended in the afternoon on the Norristown High Speed Line due
to high waier and the Route 101 and 102 suburban trolleys were
halted for a time with shuitle buses pressed into service over the
outer seclions of those lines. A iotal of 155 Repional Badl trains
were delayed and 44 others annulled as service had to he
suspended on several lings. Lven the rush hour Great Valley
Flyer cxpress run 10 Paoli and Thomdale was cancelled due to a
toss of signal power. A tee fell on the catenary just north of Femn
Rock Transportation Center, leaving only one track available, The
West Trenton line was particularly hard hit with power failires,
partly because of the age of the three substations on the line which
date from the 1930°s. Five West Trenton trains were annulled and
many others delayved, three of them for more than three hours. The
last dead section finally had power restored at 7:30 PM.

The Aurust 14 storm wae not nearly as severe, but did
cause a few disruptions on transit Hnes and Resional Bail. Service

on the Manayunk-Morristown line had 1o be suspended for a time
because of water over the rails near Spring Mill station. A rotal of
63 trains were delayed systemwide—mnot all anributed o the
weather—with persistent signal problems the biggest cause

- Afier the August 7 storm, during which passengers
were sub]ccmd o many confusing &nd incorrect reports on the
SEPTA app and on station arrival boards, Greneral Manager Jetfrey
Knueppel 1old the media that “{w)e may have to think about
whether we can r&alhr keep those automated systems up during
these kinds of events.” This suggests that in the future there will
be less automation in station announcements and on message
boards during emergencics—and more homan input from the
SEPTA control center.

Broad Street Line trains bvpassed the Erie, Hunting
Park and Allegheny stations for more than sewven hours starting
around 5 PM on Wednesdav, August 14, because of the police
standodt with a shooter barricaded in a house near 15% Street and
Erie Avenue. Six police officers were wounded before the subject
surrendered abowt 11 PM....... .. The much-loved Trolles
Car Diner on Cermantewn Avenue in Mount Airy will close next
month after 1% years in business. The fate of ex-Philadelphia PCC
car #2134 parked in front of the diner, now used as an iee cream
shop, is unknown at this time. The Trolley Car Café in East Falls,
under the same ownership, will remain opemo..........ON
Wednesday night, July 24, a 2S5-vear-old man who had been
arrested for drug violations broke free from police and ran into the
Olney Transporation Center, where he fzll or jumped onto the
subway tracks and was electrocuted by the thind rail.

(Continued on Page 4)
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{Continued from Page 3)

SEPTA REGIONAL RAIL

Bv an overwhelming m umr.'.r of 96 percent. members
of the Brotherhood of Locomnotive Engineers & Trainmen (BLET

have ratified & new contracl with SEPTA. Reached after extended

negotiations, the comtract covers approximately 200 focomotive
engineers and runs through March of 2022, It includes general
wage increases each year and several improvements in work rules
and health care benefits. It also includes additional hourly
cumpcnsaticm for operating with Positive Train Control (BLET)
NEW HOPE RAILROAD did indeed bring its
pﬂbbtngﬂl‘ lmm to Lansdale for the borough's Founders Day
Weekend Avgust 23-23, but there was no steam engine this time.
Instead, PENNSYLYANIA NORTHEASTERN diesels powerad
the excursions out of SEPTA’s Lansdale station... .
SEPTA has installed what appear o be new ]:H.dcalal hl_lbnula
between Suburban and 30™ Street Stations, with brighter position

lights.

To accommodate a trackwork and switeh replacement
project alons AMTRAR®s Harrisbury line, SEPTA on two August
weskends ran_a specia 1] its Pagli-Thorndale service.
On Saturdays all trains were tumed at Brom Mawr with shuttle bus
service replacing trains betwesn Bryn Mawr and Thomdale. (The
bus trip from Thomdale 1o Bryn Mawr took one and a half hours.)
Omn Sundays the buses served all stations from Bryn Mawr o
Malvern. Some weekday schedule changes also were made

..Major construction on the $50-million Phase [ of

the Pa.l:lll Transpurtanun Center project has been completed, but
there are no chaoges 10 SEPTA boarding locations...
SEPTA wrapped up the 2019 edition of its mu]t]-ﬁca: ‘iu:uut]'twc_\t
Connection Improvement Program on Aupust 4 (sce July Cinders)
....................... Crew shorlapes were the reported cause of 19 train
annulments on Sunday, Awgost 11,

MARC fﬂr use as repular cng::heg ona pgh pui! set, Th;e nmnbm‘s
are 7745, 7747, 7748, 7753 and 7755, Frazer shop forces are
modilving the cars for use with the ACS-64 locomobves, so they
could be in service by the time you read this.

Rail rids:rs u:ﬁ-er T.he su.mmer g’kt E 4'.-' P‘lr'i un chucsda}n Ju]y ]?
a tree branch was found lodged in the catenary near Miguon,
delaying ninc MNorristown trains until the branch was cleared afier
11 PM. The next moming at 7:42 a tree was reported fouling the
#1 track just east of St Martins on the Chestnut Hill West Line.
Seven trains were held back until the tree was cleared around 9
AM. At 11:20 AM on Monday, July 22, a tree fell on Northeast
Corridor track #4 just east of Trenton station, knocking out power
on that track in the station area and delaving 11 SEPTA treins.
Then at 3:15 PM that aliermoon a downed tree struck the catenary
over #1 track in Swarthmore, forcing single-track operation.  Five
Media-Elwyn trains were annulled and several others soffered
lengthy delays. That same afiermoon downed wires near
Langhorne caused a power outage on the West Trenton line, the
resulting single-track operation delaying at least 24 trains.  Around
the same time a loss of signal power on the Main Line between
16" Street Junction in North Philadelphia and Jenkintown delayed
another 26 trains.  As noted above, another downed tree caused
numercus delavs during the big storm on Wednesday, August 7,
Finally, at &:45 AM on Sunday, August 11, the engincer of
eastbound train #5300 out of Malvern reporied he was stopped at
St Davids station with a tree on fire in the catenary over track #1.
Eight SEPTA trains had to be annulled and six others delayed.
Westbound service was restored at 1 PM and by 5 PM power had
been restored on #2 track, allowing SEPTA to resume eastbound
service. Some AMTRAK Kevstone trains also were delayed,

AMTRAK

AMTRAK"

"

Acela tmains were shown nﬁ' Mjgg madm on Auszum 27 a
carbuilder Alstom’s [acility in New Castle, DE. The tour ineluded
mock-ups of the car inleriors, with actual construction of the trains
underway at Alstom's Homell (WY) shops. The fguirer reported
that 28 of the high-speed trains, each consisting of seven business
{or coach) class cars, a first-class car with two-and-one seating, a
calé cor and a power unit on each ond, will feature many
improvements over the current Accla fleet which entered zervice in
2000. Costing $1.5 billion, the new trains will have more seats
(378 versus 304 now), the seats will be roomier with more
comfortable headrests, adjustable reading lights, personal power
outlets and USB ports. Passengers will have large sereen LED
displays giving them real-time information. Restrooms will be
more spacious and be able to accommodate passengers in

{Continued on Page 53
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wheelehairs.  Improved tilting technology will allow somewhat
taster speeds around curves. Delivery of the trains is expected to
begin in the spring of 2021, presumably allowing retirement of the
present trains. Amitrak says that il has no plans 1o significantly
increase the already high Acela fares.

(Continued from Page 4)

AMTEAK plans to introduce a non-stop Acela Express
service belween New York and Washington effective September
23. WMol surprisingly, the once daily round-trip will be known as
“Acela Nonstop,™ and will be & first in the 20-year histary of the
Acela service. The weekday-only cxpress will depart Penn Station
MNew York at 6:35 AM and arrive in Washington al approximately
9:10 AM, about 20 minutes fasier than most currend Accla running
times. The retumn trip leaves Washington at 4:30 PM (Trains)
......................... AMTRAK’s third summer [nfrastructure Renewal
Program at Penn Station New York was completed before Labor
Day.  The %30-million project, concentrated around =07
interlocking al the cast end of the station, required that three tracks
be taken oul of service, forcing both NJ TRANSIT and the LONG
TSLAND RAIL ROAD to cancel some trains,

Thu: P{mnsvhrania I.egiﬂ]_a;urc.. is r..uu&id:.ri.m_ the

'I’1E‘[~:huf,°_,h 1w be iu.ndcd by the State. A subcommittee of the
House Transportation Committee held a hearing on the proposal in
Altoona on August 28.  PennDOT reportedly is reimbursing
MNORFOLK SOUTHERN for a study to determine the cost and
fensibility of expanded passenger service over NS3's mainline
between Harrisburg and Pittshurgh (Trains.... . The
Federal Railroad Administration will award $]SI lmiln}n o
oporade  sipnals, switches, track, power systems and related
infrastrzcture  at  AMTRAK's busy “Zoo™ interlocking in
Philadelphia. This is one of a series of grants made under the
Federal-State Parinership for State of Good Repair (Trains),

All charges against former AMTRAK Fngineer Brian
Bostian have apain been dropped. He was operating train #18% at
the time of its disastrous derailment at Frankford Junction in May
20135, in which eight people were killed, and was charped with
cight counts of involuntary manslaughter and 216 counts of
reckless endangerment. Those charpes were dropped in 2017 bat
State Attorney General Josh Shapiro intervened and the charges
were reinstated. Now a Philadelphia Common Pless Court judge
has again dismissed the case before it came to trdal, and the
Attormey General's office is considering another appeal {Trains),

The famous 1980°s-vintage Solari train_information
board. removed by AMTRAK from 30" Street Siation in January,
is now on display at the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania in
Steasburg.  Loaned by Amtrak 1o the museum, the board 15 non-
nperational, so visitors cannot hear and see the fip-flapping leters
and numbers on the board. ‘There is a possibility that the board
could be retumned to 30™ Street if it can be incorporated into

redevelopment plans for the station.

§1ninlg§ —steel office car ﬁiﬁﬂ{![] bujh B3 yeurs 420 for

cqummcnt firm Ozark Mountain Rﬂl]car The ]f]l[ll[}lf] Tater served
as the chaimnan’s car on the Pennsylvania Railroad, then was sold
1o a private car owner who leased it to AMTRAR.  Amtrak

President W. Graham Claytor, Jr., often used the car for special
events {Traimsh. e AMTRARK. has restored the ten-
percent discount on tickets for military velerans as well as active
duty personnel. The discount was eliminated in March 201%, 3
move thal drew widespread criticism in Congress and clsewhere,
There arc certain restrictions on using the new discount,

Storm damase repair work on the Harmsburs line
required several adjusiments in Kewstone serviee on Sundav,
Aupusi 4 cesssneeeenf 0 G2-vear-old male  trespasser  from
Chamlbersburg was struck and killed by westbound Keystone rain
#6005 at Atglen, PA, about 7:23 AM on Wednesday, Julvy 10,
Passcngers were transferred to following train #2607,
With powerful Hurricane Durlan threatening the East Coast of
Florida, AMTRAK cancelled the Silver Star and Silver Meteor
from Saturday, August 31 through at least Tuesday, September 3.
The Auto Train was to be cancelled from Sunday, September |,
Ehrcrugh Tuesday the 3" . Twio ACS-64 locomotives

arg in long-term storage alu:r their invn!vement in fatal accidents
on the Mortheast Corridor. Unit #601, which was on train #188 in
May 20135 (see above) is stored at Bear. DE, and #627, involved in
a collision with work equipment near Chester in April 2008, is at
Wilmington shop.

= NS csx

NIJRF OLK
SOUTHERN

csx OTHER ROADS

colorlul Iv:l.‘lcrbua.rd stm:ls on five mu!uleve] cars io recognive
previous operators of the present NIT svslem. These “heritage”
cars are: #7036 with Pennsylvania Ratlroad lettening and logos.
#7236 for the Jersey Central, #7606 for Erie Lackawanna, #7681
for CONRAIL and #7245 for New Jersey DOT ..o The
NIT board has approved a $2.39-billion operaling budpet and
®1.42-hillion capital program for Fiscal Year 2020, The figures
are close to those contained in the previous FY 2019 budger
About 61 percent of the new operating budget will go for labor
costs and fringe benefits........................Govermnor Phil Murphy last
month signed an executive order requiring NJT to release monthly
reporls on train performance, including the number of train
cancellations and the specific reasons for those disruptions
~Following completion of the summer construction
PI‘OJECF at N&n York Penn Station, NJT said it would retumn all
Midtown Direct serviee 1o Penn effective Monday, September 9.

Mondav, July 22, was a tough day in South Jersey.
moereso than on the Pennsvivania side of the Delaware River (sec
shove). A gusty line of thunderstorms knocked out power to tens
of thousamds of customers as flooding blocked some roads and
ook a heavy toll on public transportation. PATCO serviee had to
be suspended when high winds blew down a large tree onto power
lines south of Woodcrest station. The next morning PATCO
offered only a limited schedule between Wooderest and
Philadelphia, with all trains mnning a5 locals and no service 1o
Ashland or Lindenwold. During the afiernoon rush trains ran
cvery seven minules as far as Wooderest, with shuttle bus service
beyond. The same limited service was continued on Wednesday

(Continued on Page 6)
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{Continued from Page 5)

wormning the 24", Repair work was completed and full service 1o
Ashland and Lindenwold was restored in time for the afiernoon
rush on Wednesday,

The same storm also brought down a tree across NJT's
Atlantic Citv Line near Lindenwold. causing a suspension of rail
service between Lindenwold and Philadelphia. Shuttle bus service
was provided. Rail service resumed on Wednesday, July 24, as did
service on the Princeton Dinky which also had been suspended due
to downed trees in the catenary, NJT's River Line light rail service
was suspended for a time because of a sipnal power failure
between Trenton and Reverly. Then a Sundey schedule was
operaled on Tuesday, although senvice was suspended 0 the
Waterfront Entertainment Complex in Camden due to high water
ir. the street. Full service was restored on Wednesday,

Famous Norfolk & Weslern_steam locometive #611
arrived at the STRASBURG RAIL ROAD on Aupust 23, under
steam_bul behind twe NORFOLE SOUTHERM diesels.  The
iconic streamlbined engine will perform with Strashurg passenger
trains on five weekends this month and next (see April Cindiers),
Large crowds are expected at Strasburg! In addition, for a fee SRC
will conduct once-a-day shop tours this month where visitors may
view the 611 NS has reported record [imancial
resubts for the second guarler of 2019, with an all-time low
operating ratio of 63.6 percent—in spite of a four-percent decline
in traffic. The improvement. company officials said, was the result
of more efficient operations using the principles of Precision
Scheduled Railroading (PSR),

while revenue declined by one percent. The operating ratio was al
an all-time low of 57.4 percent, again attributed to the benefits of
PSR which was pioneered by the late CSX CEQ E. Humter
Hamson. And CSX also was able w claim a major improvement
in its safety record, with s personal injury rate so far this veur
leading the NdUSIIY......coeeieniienns C8X's former B&O bridpe
over the Susquchanna River near Havre de Grace, MDD, caught fire
on Auggust 9 but water pumped from a local fire boat helped
extinguish the blaxe and rail traffic resumed.

Two local area railroads are changing hapds, Shorline
operator OmniTRAX has agreed to acquire the WINCHESTER &
WESTERN RAILROAD, whose South Jerseyv line is based in
Bridgeton, and private equity firm 3§ Group is purchasing Regional
Rail, operator of the EAST PENN RAILROAD. ESPN nms
several separate lines including Coatesville, PA, o Wilmington
with a branch through Kennett Square to Nottingham, PA; the old
Perkiomen branch from Emmaus to Pennsbhurg, PA; and the ex-
Bethlehem branch from Quakertown to Telford. PAL

Railrgad historians were celebrating last month becausc
the Smithsonian Institution wiil donate to historical societies
thousands of architectural drawings from CONRAIL's predecessor
ralroads. The documents. which had been accurmulated by the
Smithsonian, thus were saved from the shredder. alter the
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission said it was unable
te aceepl them. Among those receiving the material are the
Reading Company Technical & Historical Socicty, the
Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Society and the
Anthracite Railroads Histarical Society. Rick Bates, a volunteer
archivist at the RCT&HS and Philadelphin Chapter NRHS
member, told Frains Magazine that, “Owerall, this is 2 really
monumental achisvement in rafl history preservation” He said
that the gift more than doubles the number of former Reading
Railroad buildings for which architectural plans are known to exist.

Empire Builder Marks 90"
Birthday in June, 2019

The Empire Builder marked its 00" anniversary on
Fune 11, 2019, Amtrak’s version of the famed train wavels daily
between Chicago and the Pacific Northwest across the couniry’s
notthern tier and is Amitrak’s most popular long-distance train.

The Builder was chrstened by the Gremt Northem
Railway {GN) on June 11, 1929 and was named for James 1. Hill -
the “Empire Builder” — who founded the Great Northern in the late
19" century. Great Northern was one of the railroads included in
the 1970 merger that created Burlington Northem, and BN
continued 1o operate the train until the advent of the Amtrak cra in

1971

Amirak modified the route to include a stop @
Milwaukee by using the Milwaukee Road route (mow Canadian
Pacific) between Chicago and St. Paul, MN. In October, 1979, the
Empire Builder became the first overnight train 1o be assigned bi-
level Superliner tailcars by Amtrak, In 2018, 428.854 passengers
tode the Empire Buoilder, Amtrak Trains 7/27 and 8728,

For a limited time, items recopnizing the anniversary
are available from the Amirak Storc. (—-Amitrak Press Release)

EMD’s E8 Dates Back 70 Years

In Aupust, 19449 The Eleero-Motive Division of
(ieneral Motors introduced the E8& locomorive. EMD EBA
demonsirator number 952 was painted silver and bloe, and had
horizontai-shit grifls on each side, and was equipped with the
“closed” passenger pilot and a retractable front coupler.

The E8 was a 2,250 horsepower ATA-ATA passenger
train locomotive built by EMD at LaGrange, IL. A total of 4350
cab versions, or EBA’s, were built from August, 1949 to August,
1954, 447 for the United States and three for Canada.  An
additional 46 EER’s were constructed from December, 1949 o
January, 1954, all for the United States.

The 2.250 horsepower came from two 12-cylinder
hodel 367 diesel engines, cach driving an electrical generator 10
power the two traction motors on one truck. The ES was the ninth
model in the line of passenger of similar design known as the EMD
E units. —The Spike & Tie, Blackhawk Chapeer, NRIIS
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Space Considerations Limit “Extra List”
There are many major events in the Cinders coverage area that
will oceur dusing September and Qctober, 2019, Because of
this volume, some items may not appear bere. As an example,

the MNocfolk & Western Class J 4-8-4 #611 on the Strasburg
Rail Foad is oot included in this consist. Pleass visit the

March through November,
2015: Reading Railroad Heritage

Museum, 500 5. Third Street, Hamburg,
PA annumees a new exhibit, Reading
Railroad: The Unigue and Rare. The
exhibil showeases one-of-a-kind items in
the Museum's artifact collection. The
Iuseum is open Sawwrdays 10-4 and

Sundays Moon-4 PM. Repular
admission  applies. For  more
information, visit
www readingrailroad.ong, or telephone
610-362-5513.

Saturday, September 14: Monthly open house at
Rockedge Moedel Railroad Museum, 323 Monlgomery Avenue,
Rockledge, PA  19046-4233, Hours; |2 Moon te 3 PM. Further
information on this developing model milroad attraction al websile
www. rogkledpemom O,

Fridav-Sunday, September 13-15: Reading Railroad
Prototype Modelers Meet VII at the Reading Railroad Heritage

Museum, 500 South 3" Street, Hamburg, PA. For additional infor-
mation and updates, go 1o website www.Reading RERMM.com,

Thursday, September 15: Regolar monthly meeting
of Philadetphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Regional

Rail station {“Elkins Central™ meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elkins Park. PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program expected lo he
reconstructed Lubin film from the early 20" Century provided by
Chapter Member Jim Brazel.

Monday, September 23: Regular monthly meeting of
West Jersey Chapler, NRHS, Haddon Heights Borough Hall, 625
Station Avenue, Haddon Heights, NJ, 7:30 PM. Program expected
to feature Fred Ciocciola, subject matter the Golden Spike
Centennia) from May. 1969,

aturday. September 28: West Jersey Chapler.
MRHS 75" Anniversary Banguet, Tap Room and Grill, 427 W,
Crystal Lake Avenue, Hadden Township, MNJ. Festivities start at
12 Moon and last until 3 PM.  Guest Speaker: West Jersey
Histonan Paul W. Schopp, speaking on South Jersey railroad
history. Tickets: $30.00 per person. Repistration required by
September 18 from Dave Homer, 338 N, Suanwick Road,
Moorestown. NI 0B057-3630. E-mail  contact:
homer.d338@pmail.com. Cheeks to West Jersey Chapier, NRHS.

Saturdav-Sunday. September 28-2%; October 5-6:
“Steamn on the Stewartstown Railroad” steam traing on the
Stewartstown Railroad for the first fime since November, 1939,
Jeddo Coal 0-4-0 #85 will be used. Complete schedule and fures
not available at presstime.  For complele infor contact The
Stewartstown  Railroad Company af 717-746-8123, or  wisit
website: www stewartstownrailmoad co.com/buy-lickets-now,

Saturday, October 5:  “Ride the Bloom™ rail
excursion on rare mileage on the North Shore Railroad, between
Northumberland and Berwick, PA, sponsored by the Lackawanna
& Wyoming Valley Railway Historical Society and the Ontario &
Western Railway Historical Society, featuring an 85-mile round-
trip on the former DL&W Bloomsburg Branch. Trip flver with
complete information will be found on Page 6 of June Cluders.

Saturday, October 3: 42™ Annual Banquet Luncheon
of Delaware Valley Chapter, NRHS at Cock ‘n” Bull Restaurant,
Peddler's Village, Lahaska, PA. Cash bar 12 Noon, Lunch 1 PM.
DVNEHS Members $25, non-members $35. Spesker will be John
Del Vecchio with Contemporary Railroads in North America; 4
Photographic Journey.  Order tickets from: Delaware Valley
Chapter, NRHS, P. O, Box 1244, Morisville, PA  19067-9244.
Order deadline is September 25, 2019,

Sunday, October 6: Lehigh Valley Chapter, NRHS
46" Apnual Train Show at ChrinPalmer Township Community
Center, 4100 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA. Admission 55.00 per
person, children 12 and under FREE, Refreshments available on
site. Show hours 10 AM to 4 PM. Dealer tables 535 each with
two admissions. For tables, mail check to: Ron Luckock, 1249
Riverside Drive. Bethlchem, PA  18015-6234. For information,
please call {610) 737-3431 or E-mait: centurvd30idhotmall.com.,

Saturday, October 12: Monthly open house at
Reckledge Model Railroad Musenm, 323 Montgomery Avenue,
Rockledge, PA  19046-4233. Hours: 12 Noon to 3 PM. Further
information on this developing local model railroad atlraction at
wehsite: www rockledpemrm.org.

Saturday/Sundav, October 12-13: “Return of Steam™
on Allentown & Auburn Railroad vsing Jeddo Coal Co. #85. Train
departs Kutziown at 10 AM, 12, 2 and 4 PM. For fare information,
call/test 570-T78-75331 or order online at

www.siuareup.comstore/alientown-and-auburn railroad.

Thursday, October 17: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter. NR1S at SEPTA's Elkins Park Regional
Rail station (“Elkins Central” meeting room}, 7879 Spring Avenue,
Elkins Park, PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program anticipated 1o be
auction of exeess materials from the Chapter's storage site.

Saturday, October 19: SEPTA's 2019 Rail Reden
and Exhibition, ¢ AM to 1 PM, SEPTA Fem Rock Car Shop. 1"
Sireet and Nedro Avenue, Philadelphia, PA. The usual Repional
Rail and subway equipment displays, other family entertainment.
Dlease see separate article on Page 2 of this issue.

Thursday, November 21: Regular monthly meeting of
Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS at SEPTA's Elking Park Regional
Rail Station (“Elkins Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring
Avenue, Elkins Park. PA 19027, 7:00 PM. Program expected 1o
be vintage traction films provided by Chapter Member Russcll E
Jackson,

Thursday, Decemher 13 (Note SECOND
THURSDAY): Regular monthly meeting of Philadelphia Chapter.
NRHS at SEPTA’s Elkins Park Repional Rail Station (“Tlkins
Central” meeting room), 7879 Spring Avenue, Elkins Park, PA
£9027, 7:00 PM. Program will feature Chapter Vice President
Kevin Feeney's annual review of his Worldwide travels in 2019,
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Harris Tower Railroad
Museum Sets Visiting Days

Harrisburg Chapter. NEHS invites ril historians 1o take
part in ene of the Capital City's finest historic destinations. The
Harris Tower Railroad Museum is Iocated at 637 Walnut Strect,
Harrisburg, PA (across from The Forum). The Museum isowned,
restored and operated by the Harrishurg Chapter of the National
Railway Historical Society.

Built by the Pennsylvania Railroad and placed into
service in April of 1930, Harris Tower has been completely
restored to its 1940°s appearance. Listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, the Tower is a hands-on, interactive museum
with totaling interpretive exhibits. The model board is fully
operational and the interlocking machine has been recently
restored.  You will see how the PRR moved trains through
Harrisburg heading east and west.

Also on display is Pennsylvania Railroad GGl electric
locometive #4839 and PRRE Néb cabin car #980016. The 4859
pulled the first electric passenger train into Hlarrisburg on January
15, 1938, The Hamms Tower Railroad Museum is open every
Saturday through Oetober, Tours are 9 AM to 3 PM. For more
information, please telephone 717-232-6221 or visit websiwe

To get there, simply o 10 30™ Street Station, and make
an easy irip on an Amirak Keystone Service train. Don't forget
your cameral! Remember, Keystone Service trains have no food
scrvice, except for Trains #42 or 43, the Pennsylvanian.
(reservalions required on these trains)

Important Phone Numbers
CINDERS lists below the telephone numbers which
should be used to report suspicious sighlings, emerpencies or
other conditions affecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc,

AMTRAK 800-331-0008
CSX S0{-232-0144
CONRAIL Shared Assets 800-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT (NJ only) BiH-242-0236
NORFOLK SOUTHERN BO-453-253)
PATCO Transit B56-963-7995
SEPTA 215-580-8111

Members may wish to photocopy and or clip this
notice and keep A copy in your wallet as you are out watching
trains. Remember; SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!

August 5, 2019 SEPTA Push-Pull Runs

Listed are the known revenue SEFTA push-pull trips effective with
the August 5 schedule chunge. Deadhead trips vot shown.

AM Peak

Wilmington-Newark: Trains §295/9212; West Trenton: Trains
6321, 6325; Paoli-Thomdale: Trains 1302 {to 1703 10 Trenton),
0524, 9526; Trenton: Trains 1703/9728, 9724

PM Peak
Wilmington-Newark: Trains 9251/5254; West Trenton: Trains
6374, 6378; Paoli-Thomdale: Trains 9553, 9561, 1565 Trenton:
Train 9745

Reading FP7s #902-303 and T-1 #2124
Featurgd at 2019 Steamtown Railfest

Those Chapter members who are also online Facebook
members received an unannounced photographic freai over the
Labor Day weekend,

Railfan & Railroad Editor E. Steven Barry teamed up
with Stecamtown staff and volunteers in Scranton at their annual
night time photo session to pose Reading T-1 4-8-4 #2124 and
FP7"s #903 and 902 side by side with “smoke and steam” from the
2124. The 903's marker lights and interior cab lights were also
illuminated during the photo shoot. Philadelphia Chapter, owner
of the 903, expresses our appreciation for the exhibition,

Earlier in August, the 903 and 902 were started up and
various mechanseal items checked out.  There is some energy
developing over getting the two units operational, perhaps as early
as 2020, the F's 70" anniversary. Stay tuned!!

Meeting Cancellation Notice
in the event of an exreme weniher or
fransporiction emergency on @ Philadelphia Chapter meeting
date, Chapter officers will make a decision on whether to
hold the meeting as scheduled, If guestionable circumsiances
arise, members shoald telephone 215-947-5769 after 12 Noon
on the day of the meeting for recorded advisory. Thank you.

N&W J #611 Arrives at Strasburg

The Strasburg Railroad has welcomed Nordolk &
Western Class ] 4-8-4 4611 to its rails 10 operate several special
events during September and October, some in conjunction with
the Strasburg’s own NE&W Class M 4-8-0 #4735 steam locomotive.
The 475, built in 1906, was in service on the N&W until 1962,

A cooperative venture between Strasburg and the
Virpinia Muscum of Transportation in Roanoke, VA, are secing
several events which will highlight the two locomotives.

Events on the Strasburg will include:

September 27-30 and October 4 —a Norfolk & Westem
Bailway steam reunion

October 4-7 - Railfan Photography Extravaganza with
Lerro Productions

October 12-14 - Rail & Road: A Transpottation
Evolution

October 19-20 and 26-27 — At the Throttle of Norfolk
& Western Steam

Tickets for the events range from $3 to $730, depending
on the event. Complete details and tickets became available March
15 on the Strasburg Rail Road's website.  For complete
mformation and reservations, contact the Strasburg Railroad a1 1-
R66-723-0666, or visit website www.strasburgratlroad com,  Please
noele that parking fees will apply to these events.



