
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Philadelphia Escapes Scary Blizzard 
Jersey Shore, New England Hit,  

Amtrak Cuts Corridor Service 
Frank Tatnall, Jr. 

 

A powerful nor’easter roared up the East Coast during the last 

week of January, dumping up to a foot of snow along the Jersey 

Shore, but sparing the Philadelphia area from any serious local 
disruptions.  Meteorologists referred to the storm as a “bomb 

cyclone,” meaning that it caused atmospheric pressure to drop 

sharply while creating severe weather in its path. 

 

Forecasters warned that targeted areas could expect a full-blown 

blizzard, which did in fact blast many shore towns with 

snowfalls of a foot or more accompanied by high winds that 

sometimes approached near-hurricane force.  But just 60 miles 

away only 7.5 inches were recorded at the Philadelphia airport 

and lesser amounts in many towns to the north and west.  While 

some flights were cancelled at PHL—often due to conditions 
elsewhere in the East—and highway travel was slowed, the 

impact around the Philadelphia region was far less than from 

many other storms in recent years.  The fact that the snow began 

falling in earnest late on Friday evening [the 28th] and continued 

into the day on Saturday somewhat mitigated traffic disruptions 

on the weekend.  The timing did offer many opportunities for 

sledders and other outdoors people to enjoy it. 

.

 
[from the Weather Channel for Winter Storm KEENAN] 

In the realm of public transportation in the area, Amtrak’s 

Northeast Corridor was by far the most affected by the storm. 

Due in part to the ominous forecast for New England, where the 

blizzard was expected to strike later on Saturday, Amtrak 

announced that all Acela service between. Washington, New 

York and Boston would be cancelled on Saturday and no 

Northeast Regional trains would run that day between New 

York and Boston. [continued on Page 6…] 

  

PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE 
Kevin Feeney 

 

Our SAVE THE CHAPTER Zoom meeting on February1st 

went well, attracting almost 20 folks. Seemingly, those 

attending recognized the situation that we are in and 

hopefully now some [and any other members] will be willing 

to help with the continued operation of the Chapter.  We need 

volunteers for the areas mentioned in last month’s CINDERS.  

Bill Finch and Daniel Knouse will be working on digitizing 

past issues of CINDERS, and Dan will be writing an article 

for the March issue on how folks can submit content for 
our website.  Frank Tatnall agreed to give a presentation in 

June on special trains to the Kentucky Derby.  This is 

certainly a good start, but we still need more help! 

 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday February 17th at 7PM 

again, in the now proven, hybrid format.  We will meet in 

the community room at the Elkins Park SEPTA Station, 

and the presentation will also be available by ZOOM. 
Time: Feb 17, 2022, 07:00 PM EST  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87426760027?pwd=NlpUNDFhST

ExelQ4UVBTOHV1ODlwZz09 

Meeting ID: 874 2676 0027    Passcode: 779321 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kdZqagra50  

 

Due to a scheduling conflict, February’s intended 

presentation on Pennsy Main Line towers has been moved to 

April 21st.  So instead, our February meeting will include Part 

II of my annual travelogue presentation.  Folks seemed to 

enjoy Part I that covered my trips in Q1 2021.  We still need 

presentations for the MARCH & MAY meetings; else, I will 

have to come up with Part III and maybe even Part IV! 

 

Looking ahead, I want to firm up a date for our Summer Get-

Together.  I tried to do this last summer but there wasn’t 

enough time to get it organized.  I am looking to have this at 

the Station Taphouse in Doylestown on August 4th from say 

4-7PM.  Do folks like this idea?  Please let me know.  The 

restaurant is located in a former Reading freight house.  

Please mark this event in your calendars and expect more 
information as we get closer to the date.  
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2022 Philadelphia Chapter Dues Bills Sent  

Philadelphia Chapter Members and Additional 

Chapter Members/RailFriends were mailed in late 

2021.  Please see the October 2021 issue for more 

details. We appreciate your renewals and donations.  

Please pay your dues now if you haven’t already.  

Any problems, please contact Chapter. 

Secretary/Treasurer Marie Eastwood. 

 
NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER, INC. 
Post Office Box 7302, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302 
Founded 1936, incorporated 1973 as a 501c3 non-profit 

corporation 

 

CHAPTER WEBSITE: 
For current Chapter information, as well as vintage views 

of Chapter trips and activities, visit: 

www.nrhsphiladelphia.org 
 
CHAPTER OFFICERS (Elected) 
President         Kevin Feeney  203.246.1675 
Senior VP                R. L. Eastwood, Jr.  215.947.5769 

Secretary                Marie K. Eastwood  215.947.5769 

Treasurer                      Marie K. Eastwood  215.947.5769 

National Rep                   Bill Welk   215.681.1957 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (Appointed) 

Editor                      Kevin Feeney 203.246.1675 
Editor Emeritus           R. L. Eastwood, Jr.   215.947.5769 

Equipment Chair.          David R. McGuire  856.241.8046 

Membership Chair             Sheila A. Dorr   610.642.2830 

Program Director               Harry Garforth   215.266.3180 
Webmaster        Daniel Knouse  814.631.9436 

ZOOMmaster                  Eric Dervinis  610.613.2828 

 
 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES  
Effective September 1, 2021, dues are $20.00 per 

person, which covers Philadelphia Chapter thru Dec. 

31, 2022. (NRHS National membership dues for 

2022 are $50.00, billed directly by NRHS.)  NRHS 

chapters bill members separately for Chapter dues. 

Anyone interested in becoming a member of 

Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS should forward 

remittance in the amount of $20.00, payable to: 

Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS 

Post Office Box 7302 

Philadelphia, PA 19101-7302. 

Please be sure to include name, complete mailing 

address, telephone number and E-mail address. 

 

ADDRESS CHANGES:  

Send to Editor Emeritus at 

Post Office Box 353 

Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. 

(Include your CURRENT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

and E-MAIL ADDRESS so our records are 

complete.)  

Also contact the Editor Emeritus if your copy does 

not arrive or arrives in a damaged condition.  

 

CINDERS is published 11 times a year by 

Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, Inc. 

Correspondence regarding Cinders or exchange 

newsletters should be directed to the Editor by email 

“ic4277eb@yahoo.com” or mailed to: 

Kevin Feeney, Editor 

1447 Wheatsheaf Lane 

Abington, PA 19001-2619 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Model RR Open House, Saturday-Sunday 2/12-

13/2022 NOON - 3PM, GATSME [Rockledge 

Model RR Museum] 323 Montgomery Ave, 

Rockledge, PA 19046 

 

Train Show, Sunday 3/6/2022, 9AM - 330PM, 

sponsored by Jersey Central Chpt. NRHS, Mother 

Seton H.S., 1 Valley RD, Clark NJ [GSP Exit #138]  

 

RR Show & Collectors Market, Saturday 

3/12/2022, 9AM - 3PM, sponsored by Harrisburg 

Chpt. NRHS, Scottish Rite Theatre & Ballroom, 

2701 North 3rd St., Harrisburg, PA 17110. The 

preserved Harrisburg Tower will also be open for 

visitors that day.   

 

FUTURE CHPT MEETING DATES 

 
[whether in-person, hybrid or Zoom] 
March 17th, April 21st, May 12th*, June 16th, 

August 4th [Summer Get-Together] 
* so to not conflict w/ NRHS convention 3rd week   
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Now we know!  For the past many months SEPTA has been 

silent as to whether it still plans to acquire 45 new multilevel 

passenger cars for Regional 

Rail service.  They were 

ordered in 2017 from 

CRRC, a Chinese company 

that is considered to be the 

largest railcar builder in the 

world.  Deliveries originally 

were to begin in 2020 but 

almost nothing has been 

said about the project over 

the past couple of years.  

While the cars are intended 

to replace some of SEPTA’s large fleet of 45-year-old 

Silverliner IV MU’s, obviously they are not urgently needed 

with the Regional Rail Division’s ridership down by more 

than 50% from pre-COVID levels. 

Well, guess where these Chinese cars are today.  Stuck in 

China!  SEPTA told the Inquirer that the cars have become 

enmeshed in pandemic-related production delays and the 

notorious snags in the global supply chain.   But SEPTA, 

anticipating a need for the cars as ridership recovers over the 

next few years, still wants them.   The current plan is to 

complete production of the railcar shells at a plant in 

northeastern China, then ship them to the Port of New York 

from where they will be trucked to CRRC’s new assembly 

plant in Springfield, MA.  Just when the cars will be 

delivered to Philadelphia is at this point anyone’s guess.  

When they do get here the locomotive-hauled cars—each 

with a seating capacity of 133 passengers on two levels—will 

most likely be assigned to the busiest lines such as Paoli-

Thorndale and West Trenton.  SEPTA also spoke of the 

measures it has taken to combat supply chain delays.  These 

delays are raising the cost and slowing deliveries of much-

needed maintenance materials such as microchips, circuit 

boards, paint and copper catenary wire. 

While SEPTA ridership is down in all modes, the agency still 

is having difficulty in operating all of its scheduled services 

because of persistent staffing shortages.  In bus operations 

where a workforce of 2,600 employees is required for full 

service, there are usually 500-600 operators out on any given 

day due to omicron variant COVID illnesses or family 
obligations.  While some new drivers are being trained, their 

numbers are insufficient to fill the needs.  

A report released last month by the Center City District paints 

an upbeat picture on the revival of economic activity in 

Philadelphia, with the number of open storefront businesses 

continuing to increase in the city.  But when COVID cases 

began to spike in mid-December and through the holidays, 

SEPTA ridership, as well as parking volumes at off-street 

garages and the number of non-resident workers in the 

downtown area all modestly declined.  Still, center city 

residents, shoppers and rebounding tourism helped local 

businesses.  The largest missing segment continued to be 

office workers, many of whom seem to favor working 

remotely.   The figures cited show that the city has recovered 

only 53% of the jobs lost between February and April 2020, 

a reality that’s reflected in SEPTA’s ridership.  A major 

article in the January 9 issue of the Inquirer stated that Center 

City may never return to its pre-pandemic office needs, with 

large amounts of commercial space likely to be converted to 

residential use. 

SEPTA’s ridership is gradually increasing but certainly there 

is no upsurge in passengers.  For the year 2021, systemwide 

revenues were 64% below pre-COVID baseline levels—

Regional Rail alone was down by 81%.  In the month of 

December 2021 total SEPTA revenues were just 65% of 

those in the same month of 2019, just before the coronavirus 

outbreak.  Transit ridership this past December of 10,432,000 

represented 54% of baseline, the highest since the pandemic 

started, but Regional Rail ridership of 1,062,000 for the 

month was just 39% of baseline.  (Last summer it had been 

as high as 46%.)  Nonetheless, parking lots on the Paoli-

Thorndale line for example often appeared at least half full 

in recent months—possibly aided by the continuing 

suspension of parking fees [thru at least March31st].  

SEPTA is proceeding with its major rebuilding of Ardmore 

station on the Paoli-Thorndale line, in cooperation with 

AMTRAK and Lower Merion Township.  On January 10 the 

old station was closed and new low-level cement platforms 

placed in service just to the west on the other side of the 

Anderson Avenue underpass.  This temporary facility has no 

shelters and can only be accessed from the municipal parking 

lot on the inbound side and from the Suburban Square 

parking lot on the outbound side.  The relocation will allow 

construction of new ADA-accessible high-level platforms 

and a new station building at the site of the former station.  

The pedestrian tunnel under the tracks also will be 

refurbished.  SEPTA estimates that the current phase of the 

project will be completed by the fall of 2023.  A new 500-

spot parking garage is included in the long-range plan, but 

not as part of the ongoing phase. 
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AMTRAK has cut its service frequencies systemwide by 

about 8% effective January 24 through March 27, in order to 

deal with what it calls 

“staffing challenges 

resulting from the COVID-

19 pandemic and the 

highly-active omicron 

variant.”  On the Northeast 

Corridor ten Regional 

trains are discontinued, 

#65, 66, 67, 129, 159, 162, 170, 177, 179 and 182.  Most 

long-distance trains are reduced to five trips weekly, while 

the New York-Florida Silver Meteor is cancelled in its 

entirety.  The Silver Star and Palmetto which follow the same 

routing will have additional capacity to handle the Meteor’s 

intended passengers.  The railroad said that nearly 97% of its 

employees are fully vaccinated but that “several hundred of 

our on-board service personnel, conductors, engineers and 

mechanical crews continue to be impacted by COVID 

infections or exposures.”  The statement emphasized that the 

general shortage of skilled personnel at Amtrak and other 

transportation companies has “reduced our ability to 

consistently deliver our current schedules and impacted the 

pace of hiring and training efforts.” 

A terrifying new winter storm swept across the Midwest in 

early February, bringing chaos to major highways and 

causing thousands of flight cancellations.  AMTRAK also 

announced that it was annulling several long-distance trains 

operating into and out of Chicago.  At Cinders’ press time, 

the storm was heading toward the Northeast, where it could 

cause havoc just a week after a powerful nor’easter had 

dumped heavy amounts of snow along the Atlantic Coast and 

in New England (see separate article on page 1).   

AMTRAK last month treated railfans along the Keystone 

line with another P42 locomotive clad in a one-of-a-kind 50th 

anniversary paint scheme.  This time it was #100 in midnight 

blue paint making several roundtrips on the Philadelphia-

Pittsburgh Pennsylvanian.  Back in November red-and-blue-

painted #108 hauled trains 42/43 over an extended period, 

later making a return appearance.  Now the next hoped-for 

locomotive on the Pittsburgh train will be #203, just released 

last month in a yellow-and-black “See Tracks? Think Train” 

livery.  One of the partners in this production is the safety 

group Operation Lifesaver. 

Just a few days after the new station at Middletown, PA was 

opened on January 10, work got underway on another new 

station on the Keystone line, this one at Coatesville.  It is 

reported to be a $65-million project (see March, November 

2021 Cinders).  Photos by Kevin Feeney 1/10/22

 

For four days in late January, AMTRAK was offering a 

special “Getaway Sale” for cheap tickets on the Northeast 

Corridor.  Acela business class tickets were going for $49 and 

coach tickets on Northeast Regional trains for $19 between 

any cities on the NEC, for travel up to May 26.  

Two trespassers were killed by Keystone trains last month, 

one just east of Lancaster around 1:40 PM on Friday the 14th 

and the other at 6:20 AM on Wednesday the 19th at Pomeroy, 

west of Coatesville.  The trains involved were eastbound #42 

in the first incident and westbound #601 in the second. 

NJ TRANSIT took a big hit in December from the COVID-

19 omicron variant.  It was forced to cancel 125 trains during 

the month 

as more 

frontline 

employees 

tested positive and ridership plummeted by an average 25%.  

In late December, the agency reported about 500 positive 

cases among its workforce of nearly 12,000.  NJT’s board of 

directors last month approved a contract for platform and 

escalator improvements at the Trenton Transit Center, part of 

a $29-million effort to upgrade the former Pennsylvania 

Railroad station.  Part of the project will convert an existing 
low-level platform into a high-level platform with elevator 

access. 
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READING & NORTHERN was much in the news last 

month.  First it announced an all-day RDC excursion out of 

Reading on Saturday, April 23, then the long-anticipated 

news that ex-

Reading 4-8-4 

#2102 would 

finally steam 

again, this time 

on four 

excursions to 

Jim Thorpe in 

May, July, August, and September.  But before those trips the 

big T-1 will be broken in on some freight runs in March.  

Built at Reading shops in 1945, the 2102 has been 

undergoing a six-year, $1.45 million rebuild in R&N’s Port 

Clinton shop.  Finally, R&N said that in 2021 it broke its own 

records for freight traffic volume, freight revenues and 

excursion passenger ridership.  While anthracite coal is still 

an important traffic producer, its biggest growth last year was 

in forest products including woodpulp, paper, lumber, and 

packaging material.  Traffic rose to almost 11,500 carloads, 

a 9.6% year-over-year increase.  The privately-owned “Road 

of Anthracite” does not publicly report revenue figures. 

 

The Reading Railroad Heritage Museum in Hamburg has 

received a $100,000 State grant to be used for upgrading its 

outdoor facilities.  The museum is operated by the volunteer 

RCT&HS organization.  Another example of the durability 

of Budd Company products are the so-called “Brightliner” 

R32-class subway cars on the New York City Transit 

Authority.  The cars made their final ceremonial run Sunday, 

January 9, on the Q Line (former Brighton Beach).  Built in 

1964, the stainless-steel cars served New Yorkers for 58 

years, a testimonial to Budd’s quality construction methods.  

Among the older Budd cars still in service are AMTRAK’s 

Amfleet I’s, built in 1973-75.  Amit Bose has been confirmed 

as the new administrator of the Federal Railroad 

Administration.  Bose previously had served as deputy 

administrator both under Presidents Biden and Obama.  

Reversing a long trend, coal traffic may rise in 2022, 

especially steam coal destined for electric generating plants.  

The reasons for this change are the surge in natural gas prices 

and depleted coal reserves at the power plants.  CSX and 

NORFOLK SOUTHERN are among the major coal hauling 

railroads that will seemingly benefit (Trains). 

NS has begun hiring more conductors to help ease crew 

shortages.  The railroad also said that it will introduce a new 

Thoroughbred Operating Plan 

(“TOP SPG” for Service, 
Productivity and Growth) to help 

improve its often-criticized 

service. This would appear to 

supplant the controversial Precision Scheduled Railroading 

scheme which NS adopted in 2019.  The railroad also has 

increased its active locomotive fleet by 5%, pulling all 

available units out of its surge fleet (Trains). 

 

FROM THE STORAGE UNIT 
Kevin Feeney 

I continued to work thru the three boxes that I brought home 

last month.  One box contained many things related to RRs 

in South Jersey.  Among the 

older items found was this 

summer public timetable from 

June 27, 1903.  Some express 

trains from Philadelphia to 

Atlantic City [AC] were 

carded for one hour.   A map 

on the rear shows the location 

of the P&R’s AC stations.  

Inside there were also 

schedules for P&R service 

from Philadelphia to Ocean 

City, Sea Isle City and Cape 

May, as well as “solid 

vestibuled through express 

trains” to New York City via 

Lakewood.  In the box were a number of P-RSL public and 

employee timetables plus various early 1900s RRiana paper 

items from the P-RSL’s predecessor railroads.  We also have 

some early public timetables for PATCO.   

 

We have several internal items that certainly came from a 

SEPTA employee.  One explains the “Trainphone System” 

for the subway lines and another from November 1989 gives 

dialing instructions for the Bell Atlantic Centrex phone 

system that SEPTA once used.  Perhaps, this might interest 

someone who collects telephone memorabilia.    

 

Ebay sales for January amounted to $211 and we had another 

$47 of direct sales.  Recently, a member contacted me about 

the Reading Company postcards and public timetables 

mentioned last month.  That member was going to mail me  

a check but I never got anything.  Unfortunately, I did not 

write down who that was so I am asking that member to 

contact me again.  We are having a work session [adventure?] 

at the storage unit in Willow Grove on 2/10 @1PM.  

   

Please contact me if you are interested in buying any of the 

items mentioned above or previously.  I can bring items to 
our monthly meeting for your inspection or make other 

arrangements. 
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Blizzard -continued from Page1  

 

As predicted, Long Island and the New England states actually 

bore the brunt of this blizzard, with heavy snow and huge waves 

engulfing many shoreline communities.   Boston endured a 

record-setting snowstorm and it was buried under an official 

measurement of 24 inches and other places had even more! 
 

The Lake Shore Limited between Chicago and New 

York/Boston was annulled in both directions on Friday and 

Saturday.  Reduced Regional service was operated between 

Washington and New York on Saturday, some Philadelphia-

Harrisburg Keystone trains were cancelled and certain trains 

from the South terminated in Washington instead of New York.  

Even on Sunday, four Regional trains and two Acelas were 

annulled between New York and Boston, as well as two 

Virginia-bound trains from Boston that originated in New York.   

On Monday the 31st Amtrak struggled to restore normal service 

on the Corridor, but many delays—including several Acelas—
were reported. 
 
For its part, SEPTA on Saturday suffered a number of relatively 

minor problems attributable to the storm.  Regional Rail pretty 

much operated its normal weekend schedule but with more than 

the usual delays.  One Chestnut Hill East-bound train in the 
morning was reported 36 minutes late, but there were few 

cancellations.  Snow and ice-covered streets forced delays on 

numerous bus routes, with service suspended on a few suburban 

lines.  Some other buses in the city had to be turned back short 

of their regular destinations due to street conditions.  On top of 

the weather problems numerous lines were affected by a 

shortage of operators—a problem that exists in good weather as 

well.   Trolley routes ran more or less normally, although riders 

on Routes 11, 13 and 34 experienced some longer waits caused 

by a shortage of operators. Fifteen-minute delays on the 

Norristown High Speed Line were reported on Saturday 

afternoon due to “snow-removal operations.”  The two suburban 
trolley routes, 101 and 102 out of 69th Street, ran reasonably well 

during the day. 

 

NJ TRANSIT found itself in the bullseye of the big storm.  

Regular service was operated on Friday the 28th but all bus 

lines, as well as the River Line light rail service between Trenton 

and Camden, were shut down on Saturday.  Train service, 

including that on the Atlantic City Line, continued to run on 

regular weekend schedules but there were numerous delays and 

some cancellations.  Cross-honoring of bus tickets was in effect 

both on Saturday and Sunday.   PATCO ran on a special half-
hourly snow schedule on Saturday the 29th, with no unusual 

problems reported. 

 

While this “bomb cyclone” received a huge amount of hype, it 

wasn’t a whole lot worse in the Philadelphia region than the 2-

to-3-inch snowfall on Friday, January 7.  That was a weekday 

so there were more aggravating transit and highway delays and 

some schools were forced to close for the day. 

****************************************** 
Your editor seemingly headed right into the storm by driving on 

1/26 evening with our ZOOMMaster [Eric Dervinis] to 

Springfield, MASS. to attend the annual Railroad Hobby Show 

there, including two days of clinics before the show.  This show 
is the usually the largest in the country, filling four building in 

the BIG E Fairgrounds and often drawing over 20,000 attendees.  

The show was cancelled last year so I, for one, was very much 

looking forward to this year’s show. 

 

From our hotel room, we followed Winter Storm KEENAN on 

the Weather Channel.  It seemed that Springfield was right at 

the dividing line between moderate and heavy snow.  The snow 

there started on Friday evening. On its website, the Amherst 

Railway Society [ARS] said that they had NEVER cancelled 

because of snow.  However, the crawl on the local TV station 

had one cancellation after another.  The Governor of 
Massachusetts urged folks to stay home but did not close the 

state like the Governor of MD once did the weekend of the 

February Timonium train show. 

  

On Saturday, it was 15° with light snow when we headed to the 

show.  There was maybe 3” of accumulation.  Once at the 

Fairgrounds, it was easy to park right next to one of the 

buildings.  Once inside, the scene was different from prior years.  

There was lots of space between tables [social distancing?] and 

clearly some of the normal dealers and various RR organizations 

were not going to be there.  The Canadian vendors could not 
cross the border [or maybe not cross back?] and the looming 

storm made several major dealers decide NOT to come at the 

last minute.  The snow continued into the late afternoon but 

never amounted to much.  

 

Paid attendance over the two days was a mere 5925 folks and 

over 8700 in total counting dealers, vendors, exhibitors, modular 

groups and the ARS staff.  The picture below was taken on early 

Sunday morning and is looking west from our hotel room in 

downtown Springfield.  Amtrak’s tracks are barely visible just 

before the Connecticut River.  Just to the right edge is west end 
of the former Boston & Albany bridge, now used by CSXT. 
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Fire Destroys Boyhood Home 

(old Bryn Athyn Railroad Station) 

 of  

Editor Emeritus  

Early on the morning of Monday, January 24, 

the former Reading Railroad station at Bryn 

Athyn on the former Newtown Branch was 

completely consumed by fire.  Detailed 

coverage of the fire can be found on the 

websites and Facebook pages of the 

Huntingdon Valley Fire Company and 

Willow Grove Volunteer Fire Company. 

 

 

Fire companies on scene included Engine 8, 

Squad 8, Tower 8, Squad 9, Rescue 9, Squad 

10-2, Engine 10, Squad 11, Engine 11, 

Special Service 11, Ladder 95, Bucks Engine 

2 and Ladder 2, Medics from Second 

Alarmers, Station 8 and 95 Fire Police, Squad 

100 for station cover. 

The 1870-vintage structure, which served as 

The Alnwick Grove/Bryn Athyn station from 

1877 to 1902, also served as the boyhood 

home of Philadelphia Chapter member and 

officer Larry Eastwood from his birth in 1943 

until he was married in 1969.  Because of its 

close proximity to Montgomery County’s 

Pennypack Trail, the remaining walls of the 

building were knocked down on the day of the 

fire.  Shared here are four photos from the 

RLE collection showing the history of the 

structure.  Only memories will remain from 

this 152-year-old structure.   

 
 

Bryn Athyn station in a view taken between 

1898 and 1902, when new station was 

opened.  Reference is often made to 

“Alnwick Grove”, where the early settlers of 

Bryn Athyn Church gathered to picnic and 

sing songs, which was located in the middle 

left of this photo. 
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Former Bryn Athyn station (home to Morel 

Leonard) during Pennypack Creek flooding 

in July, 1938, when floodwaters reached the 

trackbed at former station. 

 

 
 

Reading Newtown Local Train #840 stopped 

at Bryn Athyn in March, 1946, preparing to 

unload baggage and express.  The Pitcairn 

family would order food items from the 

Reading Terminal Market in the morning, 

with shipment on this train arriving at Bryn 

Athyn about 2 PM, in time to have fresh 

foods for that evening’s dinner. 

 

 
 

House with “For Sale” sign posted on it in 

1942 when the Eastwood family purchased 

the home.  Larry Eastwood’s family owned 

the home from 1942 until it was purchased by 

another family in 1973. 
 
 


